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A  Must  Have! 


We’ve  Sold  Thousands! 


American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Fewer  than  700  copies  remain! 

Order  quickly  to  guarantee  your  copy! 

A  wonderful  book  that  will  satisfy  anyone  interested 
in  lost  treasures,  hoards,  and  fortunes! 

List  price  $59.95 


Special  Offering! 


The  Wells  Fargo 
Nevada  Gold  Coin  Discovery 


The  Amazing  Story  of  the  Greatest  High-Quality 
Gold  Coin  Discovery  in  History! 


Gold...  that  incredible  metal.  Worshipped  by  the  Ancients, 
coveted  to  this  day.  For  over  2,500  years  gold  has  been  the  ulti¬ 
mate  store  of  value...  the  ultimate  form  of  wealth!  Even  in  our 
high  technology  world,  gold  remains...  THE  MOST  UNIVER¬ 
SALLY  RECOGNIZED  FORM  OF  MONEY  IN  THE 
WORLD. 

GOLD  COINS 

Gold  has  been  made  into  coins  for  2,500  years.  Coins  are  the 
most  easily  traded,  convenient,  and  “trustworthy”  form  of 
gold.  And  through  the  ages,  the  wealth  of  a  country  has  been 
measured  by  its  gold  and  symbolized  by  its  gold  coins. 

Because  of  the  importance  of  coins  made  of  precious  metals, 
our  founding  fathers  pushed  to  have  gold  and  silver  coins 
minted  by  the  then  new  United  States  of  America.  Both  George 
Washington  and  Thomas  Jefferson  lent  their  efforts  in  this  di¬ 
rection. 

The  first  U.S.  gold  coins  were  struck  in  the  summer  of  1795. 
There  were  two  denominations  minted  that  year,  the  $5  “Half 
Eagle”  and  the  $10  “Eagle.”  Here  are  the  various  dates  of 
issue  for  the  United  States  gold  coin  denominations  ♦ 

that  followed: 

$1  1849  to  1889 

$2.5  1796  to  1929 
$3  1854  to  1889 

$5  1795  to  1929 

$10  1795  to  1933 

$20  1850  to  1933 


U.S.  DOUBLE  EAGLES 

The  twenty-dollar  gold  piece  is  the  largest  commercial  gold 
coin  ever  issued  in  significant  numbers  by  the  United  States  gov¬ 
ernment.  Twenties,  or  “double  eagles”  as  they  are  called  by  coin 
enthusiasts,  were  made  for  circulation  from  1850  to  1933.  All  U.S. 
double  eagles  are  90%  gold  and  10%  copper,  the  copper  adding 
strength  and  sonority.  Each  $20  coin  contains  nearly  an  ounce  of 
pure  gold  (.9675  to  be  exact)  in  addition  to  the  copper. 

Today,  the  U.S.  $20  gold  piece  is  perhaps  the  most  recognized 
gold  coin  in  the  world.  From  the  1880s  through  the  early  1960s, 
the  four  most  widely  traded  international  gold  coins  were  the 
English  sovereign,  French  20  francs,  Swiss  20  francs,  and  U.S.  $20 
gold  piece.  In  the  United  States  we  may  not  be  familiar  with  the 
other  coins  of  the  world,  but  the  rest  of  the  world  is  very  familiar 
with  U.S.  gold  coins,  especially  U.S.  $20  gold  pieces.  These  large 
coins  have  been  used  for  international  transactions,  international 
trade,  and  currency  reserves.  They  have  had,  and  continue  to  have, 
a  historically  important  place  in  world  finance. 

There  are  two  major  design  types  for  $20  gold  pieces.  The  first 
is  the  “Liberty  Head”  design.  The  $20 
Liberties  were  made  in  fairly  significant 
quantities  between  1850  and  1907. 
The  most  frequently  encountered 
grades  are  Extremely  Fine-40  to 
Mint  State-62. 

The  second  type  of  design  for 
gold  twenties  is  the  spectacular  “Saint- 
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Gaudens  $20,”  issued  from  1907  to  1933.  Many  numismatists 
consider  the  Saint-Gaudens  $20  to  be  the  world’s  most  beautiful 
coin.  It  is  certainly  one  of  the  world’s  most  popular.  But,  it  is  also 
a  coin  that  is  steeped  in  controversy. 

WALK  SOFTLY  AND 
CARRY  A  RIG  STICK 


erty  for  the  obverse  and  a  flying  eagle  for  the  reverse  of  the  gold 
$20,  America’s  largest  denomination.  Saint-Gaudens’  extremely 
high  relief  first  pattern  coins  were  so  beautiful  and  so  stunning  that 
art  expert  Dr.  Cornelius  Vermeule  later  compared  them  to  the 
Nike  of  Samothrace!  These  patterns  are  so  rare  and  desirable  that 
one  of  the  15  known  examples  was  sold  by  Bowers  and  Merena  in 
early  1997  for  $660,000! 

The  high-relief  coins  were  impractical 
for  commercial  purposes.  Beginning  in 
December  1907,  a  low-relief  adaptation 
was  adopted  for  quantity  coinage  of 
gold.  In  due  course,  these  beautiful  coins 
became  a  significant  part  of  our  gold  re¬ 
serves  and  one  of  the  bullion  coins  of 
choice  for  settlement  of  international  banking 
transactions.  After  1928,  most  newly  minted  pieces  were  stored  by 
the  Treasury  Department  and  later  melted, 
creating  great  rarities. 

Besides  the  original  high  relief  coins, 
there  were  two  basic  types  of  Saint- 
Gaudens  $20  minted  in  quantity  be¬ 
tween  1907  and  1933.  The  first  type  was 
short  lived  and  made  only  in  late  1907 
and  early  1908,  the  variety  without  IN 
GOD  WE  TRUST,  familiarly  known  as  the 
“No  Motto”  design.  The  second  type,  made  in  far  larger  numbers, 
is  the  1908  to  1933  “With  Motto.”  And  that’s  another  story,  and 
yet  another  controversy,  in  the  history  of  the  world’s  most  famous 


com. 


IN  GOD  WE  TRUST 


Some  people  consider  Theodore  Roosevelt  our  last  truly  great 
President.  Whether  he  was  or  wasn’t  may  be  open  to  debate,  but 
nobody  will  dispute  the  fact  that  Theodore  Roosevelt  was  a  man 
of  strong  opinions  and  a  man  who  got  things  done! 

One  of  the  things  that  bothered  Roosevelt  in  1905  was  the 
simple,  uninspired  designs  of  the  then-circulating  U.S.  coinage.  He 
pushed  hard  for  design  changes  and  started  with  $10  and  $20  gold 
pieces.  Over  the  strenuous  objections  of  Mint  Engraver  Charles  E. 
Barber,  who  had  designed  the  “Barber”  dimes,  quarters,  and 
halves,  Roosevelt  commissioned  world-re¬ 
nowned  sculptor  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens 
to  fulfill  Roosevelt’s  long-time  dream  of 
“Freeing  our  national  coinage  from  its  un¬ 
bearable  dullness  of  design”  and  restoring  it 
to  “some  of  the  beauty  and  dignity  of  ancient 
Greek  coins.” 

Saint-Gaudens,  although  in  ill  health, 
produced  a  number  of  beautiful  models  suit¬ 
able  for  coinage,  from  which  President 
Roosevelt  personally  chose  a  standing  Lib¬ 


Let’s  turn  back  the  clock  even  further;  let’s  leave  Teddy 
Roosevelt  for  a  moment  and  go  back  to  the  time  of  Abraham  Lin¬ 
coln.  At  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  War,  on  November  13,  1861  to 
be  exact,  Reverend  M.R.  Watkinson  of  Ridleyville,  Pennsylvania, 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  secretary  of  the  Treasury  suggesting  that  God 
be  recognized  on  our  coinage.  The  secretary  of  the  Treasury 
agreed  and  wrote  to  the  Mint  saying  that  “No  nation  could  be 
strong  except  in  the  strength  of  God,  or  safe  except  in  His  de¬ 
fense,”  and  that  “The  trust  of  our  people  in  God  should  be  de¬ 
clared  on  our  national  coins.” 

Various  mottos  were  considered,  includ¬ 
ing  GOD  OUR  TRUST,  GOD  AND  OUR 
COUNTRY,  and  OUR  TRUST  IS  IN 
GOD.  All  of  these  were  inspired  by  Francis 
Scott  Key’s  Star  Spangled  Banner  and  the 
verse,  “And  let  this  be  our  motto,  ‘In  God  is 
our  trust.”  Several  prototypes  (patterns)  in 
various  denominations  were  struck  with  the 
various  mottos.  Finally,  the  motto  IN  GOD 
WE  TRUST  was  chosen.  The  first  circulat- 


This  two-cent  piece  of  1864 
marked  the  first  appearance  of 
IN  GOD  WE  TRUST 
on  a  coin  in  circulation. 
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ing  coin  on  which  the  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  appeared 
was  the  1864  two  cent  piece.  By  1866,  this  motto  appeared  on 
most  other  U.S.  coins. 

Now,  we’ll  fast  forward  in  time  to  1907  as  the  new  $10  and  $20 
coins  were  being  designed  by  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens.  President 
Roosevelt  was  a  deeply  religious  man  and  he  believed  that  inscrib¬ 
ing  God’s  name  on  coins  which  might  be  used  for  criminal  pur¬ 
poses  was  blasphemy.  Consequently,  by  the  president’s  personal 
order,  the  motto  was  omitted  from  the  Saint-Gaudens  $20  gold 
piece  in  1907  and  1908.  The  motto  was  also  omitted  from  the  1907 
and  1908  $10  coins  (which  were  of  a  different  design,  with  an  In¬ 
dian  motif). 

In  a  very  historically  important  letter  sent  from  the  White 
House  on  November  11,  1907,  to  Reverend  Roland  C.  Dryer  of 
Nunda,  New  York,  President  Roosevelt  wrote: 


oarn  fee  Air u/  in  tAe  matter-  is  cAce  to-  ary 
oery  firm  conviction'  /Act/  to- fat  sucA/  a  motto-  on 
coins,  or  to-  use  it  ire  any  AincArecA manner,  not 
on  A/  c/oes  nog  oof Amt  foes fositioe  Alarm,  anf 
is  in  effect  irreverence  eoAicA  comes  faryer- 
oersAy  cAose  to  sacriAye. . .  it  is  ce  motto-  evAiicA 
it  is  incAeecA  iveAA  to  Anne  insert ArecA  on  oar great 
notionaA monuments ,  in  our  temfAes  ofyustice, 
in  oi/r  AeoisAative  AaAAs,  anf  in  Anri  Actings  sucA > 
as  tAiose  at  Attest  ASoint,  ancA  ~  fnnafoAis  -  ire 
sAort,  urAerever  it  ari/A  tencA  to-  arouse  ancA 
insfire  a  Aofty  emotion  in  tAose  urAo-  AooA 
tAiereon.  68 at  it  seems  to-  me  eminent  A/  unarise 
ter  cAteafen  sucA v  ce  motto-  An/  use'  on  coins', fust 
OS'  it  arouAcA  Are  ter  cAeafen  it  An/  use  ore fostaye 
stamfs  or  in  asAvertisements . . .  if  (foryress 
aAters  tAis  AaaransA firects  meterrefAace  on  tAie 
coins  tAe  sentence  in  /uestiem  tAe  firectiem  uriAA 
Are  irnrnecAiateA/  fat  into-  effect;  Amt  AAA earnest  A/ 
tre/st  tAat  tAe  reAiyicrus  sentiment  of  tAe  coun¬ 
try,  tAe  sfirit  of  reverence  in  tAe  country,  uriAA 
frevent  ary  sucA  action  Arcing  taAen. 


Contrary  to  Roosevelt’s  perception  of  public  opinion,  the 
omission  of  the  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  motto  on  the  Saint- 
Gaudens  $20  caused  a  huge  public  outcry.  Most  people  disagreed 
with  the  president  and,  in  fact,  felt  that  anyone  who  opposed  the 
use  of  God’s  name  on  coins  was  an  atheist.  In  response  to  the  con¬ 
siderable  public  pressure,  Congress  ordered  that  all  coins  large 
enough  to  accommodate  the  motto  should  do  so,  in  compliance 
with  the  Act  of  March  3,  1865. 

The  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  was  restored  to  both  the  $10 


Indian  and  Saint-Gaudens  $20  midway  through  1908.  That  created 
a  very  numismatically  important  two-year-only  type  coin,  the 
1907  and  1908  “No  Motto”  Saint-Gaudens  $20. 

THE  “NO  MOTTO” 
SAINT-GAUDENS  $20 

Today,  the  1907  and  1908  “No  Motto”  Saint-Gaudens  $20 
pieces  are  recognized  as  notable  condition  rarities.  By  “condition 
rarity,”  we  mean  that  they  are  fairly  available  in  all  grades  up  to 
MS-63  (and  even  MS-64),  but  in  Gem  MS-65  condition  they  have 
been  considered  rare  and  in  superb  Gem  MS-66  condition  they 
have  been  recognized  as  very  rare. 

The  reason  for  this  is  the  “No  Motto”  Saint-Gaudens  $20  coins 
were  struck  in  lower  relief  than  the  1908  to  1933  “With  Motto” 
pieces.  This  striking  problem  was  very  obvious  at  the  time.  In  fact, 
the  dies  were  actually  reworked  at  the  Mint  when  the  “With  Mot¬ 
tos”  were  struck  in  order  to  bring  up  the  relief  a  little.  Strike,  of 
course,  is  a  major  component  of  grade.  Additionally,  because  of 
the  very  low  relief,  the  1907  and  1908  “No  Motto”  Saint-Gaudens 
$20  attract  marks  and  nicks  much  more  readily,  due  to  their  wide 
flat  surfaces. 

The  result  of  this  striking  weakness  for  the  “No  Motto”  Saint- 
Gaudens  double  eagles  is  that  they  are  almost  always  found  in  low 
grade.  To  find  a  well  struck,  virtually  mark-free  gem  is  an  unusual 
occurrence.  As  a  pricing  factor,  the  1908  “No  Motto”  Saint- 
Gaudens  $20  go  for  the  exact  same  price  as  the  common  date 
(1924-1928)  “With  Motto”  Saint-Gaudens  $20  in  all  grades  up  to 
and  including  MS-64.  Gem  MS-65  1908  “No  Motto”  Saint- 
Gaudens  $20  are  currently  selling  for  a  small  premium  over  the 
common  “With  Motto.”  Until  recently,  superb  Gem  MS-66  1908 
“No  Motto”  issues  were  selling  for  about  50%  over  the  price  of 
common  MS-66  1908  “With  Motto”  Saint-Gaudens  $20  coins. 

A  MISPRICED  COIN? 

A  RARE  COIN  RARGAIN? 

As  is  true  in  any  free  market,  there  are  price  discrepancies  in  the 
rare  coin  market.  There  are  always  a  few  coins  that  are  overpriced 
and  there  are  always  a  few  coins  that  are  underpriced.  Even  though 
MS-65  and  MS-66  1908  “No  Motto”  Saint-Gaudens  $20  sell  for  a 
premium  over  the  “With  Motto”  Saint-Gaudens  $20  in  the  same 
grade,  the  premium  seems  to  even  a  casual  observer  to  be  way  too 
small  in  relationship  to  the  rarity  comparisons  of  the  two  types. 
Let’s  take  a  look  at  the  relative  rarity  of  the  two  types  of  Saint- 
Gaudens  $20: 

In  its  first  1 1  years  of  business,  i.e.,  through  December  31, 1996, 
the  Professional  Coin  Grading  Service  (PCGS)  graded  a  total  of 
350,146  Saint-Gaudens  $20  coins.  Every  month  PCGS  publishes 
its  Population  Report  listing  the  number  of  coins  they  have  graded 
in  each  grade.  Since  PCGS  is  the  number  one  rare  coin  grading 
service  in  the  world  and  has  graded  more  Saint-Gaudens  $20  than 
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all  the  other  grading  services  combined ,  the  population  figures  are 
very  relevant  when  it  comes  to  comparing  the  rarity  of  various 
coins.  Let’s  take  a  look  at  the  historical  rarity  comparisons  be¬ 
tween  “No  Motto”  and  “With  Motto”  Saint-Gaudens  $20  in  the 
gem-quality  grades  of  MS-65  and  MS-66. 


1907-08  “No Motto” $20 

MS-65  Population  MS-66  Population 
2,118  159 


1908-33  “With Motto” $20 

MS-65  Population  MS-66  Population 
13,790  1,845 


Here’s  how  the  difference  in  the  MS-66  grades  look  graphically: 

The  figures  show  that  in 
terms  of  coins  graded  in  the 
past,  in  MS-65  condition, 
“No  Motto”  Saint- 
Gaudens  $20  are  65  times 
as  rare  as  “With  Motto” 
Saint-Gaudens  $20.  And  in 
MS-66  condition  the  “No 
Mottos”  have  been  11.6 
times  as  rare.  The  price  dis¬ 
crepancy  is  that  in  MS-65, 
“No  Mottos”  only  com¬ 
mand  a  5%  to  10%  pre¬ 
mium  and  in  MS-66  the 
premium  has  recently  been 
only  50%.  Add  to  the  rela¬ 
tive  rarity  and  price  discrepancy  the  fact  that  due  to  weakness  in 
the  gold  bullion  market  all  Saint-Gaudens  $20  are  currently  bar¬ 
gain  priced  in  terms  of  past  market  values,  and  it’s  clear  to  see  that 
MS-65  and  MS-66  “No  Motto”  Saint-Gaudens  $20  are  way  under- 
priced! 

How  can  these  famous  coins  be  overlooked?  How  can  it  be 
possible  for  them  to  be  underpriced?  There  are  two  major  reasons 
why  these  great  coins  are  now  at  bargain  price  levels.  First,  the 
gold  bullion  market  has  had  a  bad  case  of  the  “blahs.”  Except  for 
a  few  specialists  and  insiders  in  the  field,  most  people  don’t  want 
to  buy  coins  when  gold  bullion  is  cheap.  They’d  rather  buy  gold 
bullion,  stocks,  and  other  such  things  at  all-time  highs.  Second,  top 
quality  “No  Motto”  Saint-Gaudens  $20s  are  a  little  too  rare  for 
their  own  good.  Nobody  has  ever  had  enough  coins  at  one  time 
and  in  one  place  to  make  it  worthwhile  to  explain  this  situation  to 
the  world  or  to  advertise  them  significantly.  But  that’s  changing 
now! 


PCGS  MS-66  $20  Saint  Gaudens 
MOTTO  VS.  NO  MOTTO 
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WELLS,  FARGO  &  CO. 

EXCHANGE  PHAMS. 

W.  F.  A  t  O., 

In  connection  with  their  Express  Business,  will  also  transact  a  general 

BANKING,  EXCHANGE  ■’AND  COLLECTION  BUSINESS/ 

GENERAL  AND  SPECIAL  DEPOSITS  RECEIVED. 
lOLI.KCTMU.rS  ./.»•/»  itL.niTT.l.rCKS 

Mado  in  all  parts  of  California,  Oregon  4thi‘  AU  mi  he ’Stilton  ami  Europe,  with  prompt- 
neHH  mid  dispatch. 

GOLD  DUST,  GOLD  AND  SILVER  COIN,  AND  BULLION, 

BOUGHT  AND  SOLD. 

TIout‘ywatI v  jint  ftl  on  GOLD  DUST  deposited^  1W  transmission  or  coinage. 

On  IsJEW  YORK  and  BOSTON,  for  sale  at  Current  Rates. 


ALSO  DRAWN  PAYABLE  AT  THE  FOLLOWING  PLACES,  VIZ  : 


ALBANY,  NEW  YORK, 

TROY,  “  “ 

UTICA, 

SYRACUSE,  “ 

OSWEGO,  “  “ 

AUBURN,  “  « 

GENEVA,  “  “ 

ROCHESTER,  “ 

I.OCKPORT,  “  " 

BUFFALO,  “  “ 

BINGHATON,  “ 

OWEGO,  “  “ 

ELMIRA,  “  “ 

CORNING,  “ 

ERIE,  PENNSYLVANIA, 
PITTSBURG,  “ 

HARTFORD,  CON N ECTIC UT, 
NEW  HA  \  K X , 

CLEVELAND,  OHIO, 
SANDUSKY,  “ 

TOLEDO,  « 

MANSFIELD,  “ 

NEWARK. 

ZANESVILLE,  “ 

COLUMBUS,  “ 

DAYTON,  “ 


HAMILTON,  OHIO. 
SPRINGFIELD,  “ 

CINCINNATI,  “  - 

LOUISVI LLE.  K R N TUCK Y , 
DETROIT,  MICHIGAN, 
JACKSON, 

ANN  ARBOR.  “ 
KALAMAZOO*  “ 

NILES,  *  “ 

ADRIAN,  “ 

MONROE.  “ 

CHICAGO,  ILLINOIS 
GALENA,  “ 

LASALLE,  “ 

PEORIA,  “ 

ALTON.  “ 

.ST.  LOUIS,  MISSOURI. 

Mil.  W  AUK  EE ,  W ISCONSI N , 
SHEBOYGAN, 

RACINE, 


KENOSHA, 
MONTREA  L, 
QU  EBEC. 
HAMILTON, 
TORONTO, 


CANADA  EAST. 

«  i; 

“  WEST, 


WELLS,  FARGO  A  CO. 

ISrO.  11^1  MOKTTGOMERY  STMLET, 

s£>. 

x 8=-^.  it-v.  ,  c*~ 
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WELLS  FARGO  IN  NEVADA 

In  1852,  Henry  Wells  and 
William  Fargo  founded  Wells 
Fargo  &  Co.  to  provide  bank¬ 
ing  and  express  service  to 
western  pioneers.  Wells  Fargo 
opened  its  first  banking  and 
express  office  in  the  bustling  Gold  Rush  port  of  San  Francisco. 
Soon,  Wells  Fargo’s  trustworthy  agents  moved  into  other  western 
mining  camps  and  settlements,  providing  essential  banking  ser¬ 
vices,  reliable  transportation  of  gold  and  goods,  and  dependable 
mail  delivery  to  the  stalwart  miners,  merchants  and  farmers  who 
tamed  the  West. 

Western  pioneers  needed  to  exchange  their  gold  dust  for  coins  in 
order  to  safeguard  their  hard-won  wealth  and  to  send  funds  to  fami¬ 
lies  back  East.  Wells  Fargo  agents  purchased  dust,  took  deposits, 
and  offered  convenient  paper  bank  drafts  and  checks  to  facilitate  sale 
transport  of  money  over  long  distances.  Merchants  crowded  Wells 
Fargo’s  offices  the  day  before  the  eastbound  steamer  sailed,  arrang¬ 
ing  checks  to  send  payment  to  east  coast  suppliers.  Miners  and  busi¬ 
nessmen  especially  appreciated  the  reliable  mail  delivery  of  Wells 
Fargo’s  Letter  Express.  Wells  Fargo  was,  according  to  one  newspa¬ 
per  editor,  “The  universal  business  agent  of  all  the  region  from  the 
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Rocky  Mountains  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.”  Wells  Fargo  sent  gold, 
mail,  and  express  shipments  by  the  fastest  transportation  available: 
stagecoach,  steamer,  railroad,  or  Pony  Express. 

In  1860,  thousands  of  fortune  seekers  rushed  to  unearth  the 
fabulous  gold  and  silver  deposits  of  Nevada’s  Washoe  region.  By 
year’s  end,  Wells  Fargo  opened  offices  in  Carson,  Genoa,  Gold 


Wells  Fargo  shotgun  messengers ,  Reno ,  Nevada,  1890. 


THE  INCREDIBLE 

WELLS  FARGO  NEVADA 

GOLD  COIN  TREASURE 

The  story  of  the  Wells  Fargo  Nevada  Gold  Coin  Treasure  is  one 
of  the  most  amazing  gold  coin  discoveries  that  we  have  ever  encoun¬ 
tered  in  our  44  years  in  the  rare  coin  business.  The  Wells  Fargo  Ne¬ 
vada  Gold  Coin  Treasure  includes  approximately  20,000  1908  “No 
Motto  Saint-Gaudens  $20.  It  is  a  totally  mind-boggling  number  of 
coins.  But  what’s  even  more  incredible  is  the  quality  of  the  coins. 

This  spectacular  group  of  coins  was  acquired  intact  in  approxi¬ 
mately  1917.  We  believe  this  amazing,  high-quality  gold  coin  hoard 
remained  untouched  until  the  early  1970s.  Then  at  that  time,  the  coins 
were  inventoried  and  resealed  in  bags,  to  again  remain  untouched  for 
decades.  The  coins  were  moved  again  in  about  1996.  They  were  stored 
in  the  vaults  of  a  Wells  Fargo  bank  in  Nevada  and  sold  in  1997. 

THE  AMAZING  QUALITY 


Hill,  Silver  City,  and  Virginia  City.  Wells  Fargo’s  first  agent  in 
Carson  (City),  soon  to  become  the  capital  of  the  Nevada  Terri¬ 
tory,  was  H.E.  Rice. 

In  the  winter  of  1867,  heavy  snow  halted  all 
stage  and  freight  travel  over  the  Sierra  Nevada 
mountains.  Express  messenger  Billy  Crandall 
and  two  other  Wells  Fargo  employees  donned 
snowshoes  and  trekked  out  of  Virginia  City, 
determined  to  get  the  mail  through  to  Califor¬ 
nia.  Undaunted  by  avalanches,  they  telegraphed 
back  from  Genoa,  “Have  faith,  we  will  make  it.”  They 
did,  and  delivered  their  cargo  safely  over  the  mountains. 

When  the  Chinese  construction  crews  of  the  Central  Pacific 
Railroad  finally  conquered  the  Sierra  summit,  they  swiftly  ex¬ 
tended  the  transcontinental  tracks  across  the  Great  Basin  desert  of 
Nevada.  On  June  19,  1868,  the  rails  reached  the  trading  post  of 
M.C.  Lake  on  the  Truckee  River.  Railroad  surveyors  mapped  out 
a  town  along  the  Truckee,  then  held  a  land  auction,  and  the  town 
of  Reno  was  born.  By  July,  N.  Hammond  had  arrived  to  set  up  a 
Wells  Fargo’s  banking  and  express  office  in  Reno.  Railroads  also 
created  Las  Vegas,  founded  just  after  the  turn  of  the  century.  Wells 
Fargo  agent  M.  Sorenson  opened  for  business  in  Las  Vegas  in  1907. 

Wherever  prospectors  found  precious  metal  in  the  Silver  State, 
Wells  Fargo  transported  their  riches.  From  Tonopah,  Goldfield,  and 
dozens  of  other  mining  camps,  Wells  Fargo’s  shotgun  messengers 
escorted  treasure  aboard  stagecoaches  and  railroad  express  cars. 

From  Argenta  to  Yerington,  Wells  Fargo  symbolized  banking 
security  and  reliability  in  133  Nevada  communities  from  1860  to 
1918.  In  1996,  a  historic  name  returned  to  Nevada:  Wells  Fargo 
&  Company.  And  it  was  at  a  Nevada  Wells  Fargo  bank  in  early 
1997  that  the  biggest  hoard  of  superb  quality  U.S.  gold  coins  in 
numismatic  history  traded  hands. 


“ The  Wells  Fargo  Nevada  Gold  1908  “No  Motto”  $20  Saints 
are  the  finest  large  group  of  United  States  gold  coins  to  ever  come 
through  the  doors  of  PCGS.  The  quality  is  amazing.  I'm  a  little 
jaded,  since  as  director  of  grading  and  president  of  PCGS,  I  see  the 
world’s  finest  coins  on  a  daily  basis.  But  the  Wells  Fargo  Ne¬ 
vada  Gold  “No  Motto”  Saints  blew  my  mind!” 
Rick  Montgomery 
President 

Professional  Coin  Grading  Service 


Wells  Fargo  symbolized  hanking  security  and  reliability. 
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The  Wells  Fargo  Nevada  National  Bank,  San  Francisco,  in  1906, 
two  years  before  the  $20  “No  Motto  ”  Saint-Gaudens  were  minted. 


In  top-quality  condition,  most  United  States  gold  coins  are 
truly  rare.  Lower  grades  sell  for  small  premiums  over  their  bullion 
content.  Gem-quality  examples  often  sell  for  multiples  of  their 
bullion  value  and,  because  of  their  rarity,  they  are  usually  consid¬ 
ered  to  be  worth  every  penny  of  their  premium.  Here  are  the  gen¬ 
eral  reasons  why  U.S.  gold  coins  are  so  rare  in  top  condition: 

1.  Gold  is  the  softest  of  all  metals  used  to  make  coins.  Gold 
coins,  even  Uncirculated  gold  coins,  pick  up  nicks  and  scratches 
more  readily  than  any  other  coin. 

2.  The  Mint  was  not  concerned  about  saving  coins  for  you  and 
me.  The  Mint  was  worried  about  production  quotas.  They  made 
these  coins,  tossed  them  into  bags  and  shipped  them  off  to  the 
banks  across  the  country.  They  did  not  exercise  a  great  deal  of  care 
in  handling  these  coins. 

3.  Gold  coins  were  not  saved  by  collectors  at  the  time  they  were 
issued.  This  happened  for  two  reasons.  First,  there  were  not  a  lot 
of  gold  coin  collectors  in  this  country  between  1795  and  1933.  The 
first  real  coin  boom  for  gold  didn’t  happen  until  after  the  end  of 
World  War  II.  In  the  19th  century  there  were  only  a  few  thousand 
serious  coin  collectors  in  this  country,  and  no  more  than  a  dozen 
are  believed  to  have  saved  Mint  State  $20  gold  coins,  and  even  this 
estimate  may  be  too  generous.  Second,  the  people  who  did  save 
gold  coins  had  a  tendency  to  save  the  smaller  denomination  coins 
because  they  were  less  expensive,  with  gold  $1  and  $2.50  being 
those  most  often  kept. 

There  were  814,203  gold  coins  graded  by  PCGS  between  Feb¬ 
ruary  1986  and  December  1996.  Yet,  only  25,443  were  graded  MS- 
65.  That’s  a  mere  3.1%.  And  only  3,279  gold  coins  were  graded 
MS-66  by  PCGS.  That’s  a  miniscule  0.4%.  That’s  right!  ONLY 
FOUR  TENTHS  OF  ONE  PERCENT  OF  ALL  GOLD 
COINS  GRADED  BY  THE  PROFESSIONAL  COIN  GRAD- 
ING  SERVICE  IN  ITS  FIRST  ELEVEN  YEARS  WERE 
GRADED  MS-66  OR  BETTER!!! 


What  about  the  1908  “No  Motto”  Saint-Gaudens?  How 
tough  were  they  to  find  in  gem  condition?  Here’s  how  the  his- 

PCGS 1908  “No  Motto ” Saint-Gaudens  $20  toncal  sltuallon 
MS-64  VS.  MS-65  VS.  MS-66  looks  graphi¬ 

cally: 

As  you  can  see 
by  the  graph, 
MS-65  1908  “No 
Motto”  Saint- 
Gaudens  $20  are 
much  rarer  than 

MS-64  MS-65  MS-66  l°wer  grades 

and  MS-66  “No 

Motto”  Saint-Gaudens  $20  are  excruciatingly  rare.  In  fact,  only 
159  of  the  49,355  “No  Motto”  Saint-Gaudens  $20  graded  by  PCGS 
between  February  1986  and  December  1996  were  graded  MS-66. 
That’s  a  minuscule  three-tenths  of  one  percent! 

Here’s  the  nearly  unbelievable  part  of  the  Wells  Fargo  Nevada 
Gold  Coin  Treasure  1908  “No  Motto”  Saint-Gaudens  $20  coins. 
Because  PCGS  had  only  graded  4.3%  of  the  1908  Saint-Gaudens  $20 
submitted  in  an  1 1 -year  period  MS-65  and  only  0.3%  MS-66,  if  you 
were  to  examine  20,000  1908  “No  Motto”  Saint-Gaudens  $20,  you 
would  expect  to  find  700  or  800,  maybe  even  1,000  coins  that  graded 
MS-65.  And  you’d  expect  to  find  50  or  60  coins  that  were  superb  gem 
MS-66  quality.  But  that’s  not  the  case  with  the  Wells  Fargo  Nevada 
Gold  Treasury  discovery  1908  “No  Motto”  Saint-Gaudens  pieces: 

The  Wells  Fargo  Nevada  Gold  Coin  Treasure  contains  ap¬ 
proximately  5,000  coins  that  grade  PCGS  MS-66!!! 

There  are  three  things  that  set  these  coins  apart  from  all  other 
1908  “No  Motto”  Saint-Gaudens  $20.  First,  these  coins  are  all  ex¬ 
tremely  well  struck.  Every  detail  of  the  eagle’s  feathers  are  100% 
fully  evident.  Miss  Liberty  has  all  of  her  skirt  lines  totally  visible 
and  there  is  no  flatness  in  the  breast  or  face  area. 

The  second  thing  that  sets  these  amazing  coins  apart  is  their  lack 
of  marks.  As  we  mentioned  earlier,  U.S.  gold  twenties  are  large  coins 
that  easily  attract  marks.  Additionally,  due  to  their  flat  relief,  the  “No 
Motto”  type  is  usually  the  most  marked-up  of  all  Saint-Gaudens 
pieces.  But  the  Wells  Fargo  Nevada  Gold  Coin  Treasure  of  1908  “No 
Motto”  Saint-Gaudens  $20  are  virtually  mark-free.  There  is  not  a 
single  major  mark  on  any  of  these  fabulous  MS-66  coins. 


10,000 

7.500 
5,000 

2.500 


Page  6 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  120 


Special  Offering! 


The  third  thing  that  is  totally  incredible 
about  these  coins  is  the  lustre.  In  coin  dealer 
lingo,  a  really  flashy,  full  lustre  coin  is  re¬ 
ferred  to  as  a  “blazer.”  These  coins  literally 
define  the  term. 

How  rare  are  “No  Motto”  Saint- 
Gaudens  $20  in  this  original  superb  gem 
condition:  Until  the  Wells  Fargo  Nevada 
Gold  Coin  Treasure,  only  one  or  two 
pieces  were  seen  every  three  or  four 
months.  One  plausible  theory  concerning 
these  newly  discovered  gems  is  that  these 
incredible  coins  were  the  first  batch  of 
coins  struck  from  a  new  pair  of  dies. 

They  must  have  somehow  been  put  away 
in  the  year  of  issue  and  stored  very  carefully  thereafter. 

YOUR  CHANCE  TO  OWN 
A  PIECE  OF  HISTORY 

It’s  now  time  to  talk  about  opportunity.  To  be  precise,  it’s  time 
to  talk  about  your  opportunity  to  buy  some  really  great  coins  and 
own  a  piece  of  numismatic  history.  And  make  no  mistake  about  it; 
this  is  a  limited-time  opportunity.  These  fabulous  coins  are  avail¬ 
able  now.  But  when  they’re  gone,  there  will  be  no  more! 

Here’s  why  we  think  that  the  Wells  Fargo  Nevada  gold  dis¬ 
covery  1908  “No  Motto”  Saint-Gaudens  $20  will  turn  out  to  be 
one  of  the  most  important  rare  coin  offerings  of  the  decade: 

1 )  The  coins  are  truly  important  and  truly  rare.  The  extraordi¬ 
nary  condition  alone  makes  these  coins  rarities.  But  they’re  also 
the  numismatically  and  historically  important  “No  Motto” 
coins...  Roosevelt’s  “Godless  Gold”  of  1907  and  1908. 


selling  for  $4000  to  $4500,  if  you  could  find  one. 
But  wisely,  these  coins  are  being  sold  at  a  special 
discount  that  already  reflects  the  quantity  of  coins 
available.  These  spectacular  PCGS  MS-66  Wells 
Fargo  Nevada  Gold  Coin  Discovery  1908  “No 
Motto”  Saint-Gaudens  $20  are  offered  to  you  at 
the  incredible  low  price  of  just  $2,975 — less  than 
a  1 0%  premium  over  the  price  of  a  common  date 
“With  Motto”  Saint-Gaudens  $20! 

In  fact,  at  the  last  market  peak  in  1989,  PCGS 
MS-66  “No  Motto”  Saint-Gaudens  were  selling 
easily  (when  available)  for  $17,500!  At  today’s 
price  of  just  $2,975  you’re  buying  these  important 
rare  coins  at  17  cents  on  the  dollar  of  their  1989 
highs!  Of  course,  more  pieces  are  known  now, 
but  the  opportunity  is  still  incredible.  And,  with  regard  to  overall 
rarity,  if  you  consider  that  several  million  Americans  collect  rare 
coins,  not  even  one  person  in  a  hundred  can  ever  obtain  one  of  these 
Wells  Fargo  Gold  Treasure  coins. 

SPECIAL  RONUS- 
FIRST  1,000  RUYERS 

Our  dealer  friend  obtained  the  original  letter  (for  $25,500!) 
written  on  White  House  stationery  on  November  11,  1907  by 
President  Theodore  Roosevelt  to  Reverend  Roland  Dryer  in 
which  Roosevelt  explains  his  feelings  regarding  the  IN  GOD  WE 
TRUST  motto.  The  letter  has  been  reprinted  in  limited  edition  on 
beautiful  presentation  parchment.  We  have  obtained  1,000  of  these 
historically  important  reprints  and  are  offering  them  as  a  free  bo¬ 
nus  to  the  first  1,000  clients  who  order  the  Wells  Fargo  Nevada 
Gold  Coin  Discovery  1908  “No  Motto”  Saint-Gaudens  $20. 


PCGS 

1908  NM  MS66  $2° 

WELLS  FARGO 
NEVADA  GOLD 
91 42.66/W1 1 03682  F 


2)  The  US.  gold  coin  market  is  ripe  and  may  he  ready  to  move. 
In  fact,  prices  for  top-quality  gold  coins  have  moving  up  in  recent 
years.  Many  observers  believe  that  rare  US.  gold  coins  represent 
an  excellent  value. 

3 )  This  is  one  of  the  most  important  coin  finds  of  all  time.  The 
pedigree  is  meaningful  and  desirable. 

4 )  The  special  price  makes  this  piece  affordable  for  all  collecting 
budgets. 


INCREDIRLE 
SPECIAL  OFFER! 

The  Wells  Fargo  Nevada  Gold  Coin  Treasure  is  so  important 
that  PCGS  has  produced  a  special  identification  holder  which 
reads,  “Wells  Fargo  Nevada  Gold.”  PCGS  has  even  created  an  ex¬ 
clusive  special  serial  number  indicating  the  coins  come  from  the 
Wells  Fargo  Nevada  Gold  Coin  Treasure. 

Before  the  Wells  Fargo  Nevada  gold  coins  became  available, 
PCGS-graded  MS-66  1908  “No  Motto”  Saint-Gaudens  $20  were 
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Wells  Fargo  office  in  Goldfield,  Nevada,  1906. 


EXTRA  SPECIAL  BONUS  - 
FIRST  500  BUYERS 


As  an  extra  special  bonus, 
we  will  send  you  a  free  copy 
of  our  best  seller,  American 
Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards 
by  Q.  David  Bowers  (cover 
price  $59.95)  as  pictured  here. 
This  beautiful  deluxe, 
hardbound  edition  will  be  a 
fabulous  addition  to  your  li¬ 
brary.  Of  course,  if  you  al¬ 
ready  own  a  copy,  this  will 
make  a  superb  gift  for  a 
friend  or  relative. 


Guarantee : 

Each  coin  is  absolutely  guaranteed  to  be  a  genuine  Saint- 
Gaudens  $20  gold  coin  minted  in  1908  by  the  United 
States  government  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint. 

Note:  As  the  value  of  rare  coins  is  not  fixed,  and  as  future  coin  market, 
rarity,  and  economic  conditions  are  not  known  (nor 
can  the  U.S.  government  predict  economic  condi¬ 
tions  with  accuracy),  no  warranty  or  representa¬ 
tion  of  any  kind  is  made  concerning  the  future 
price  performance  of  these  or  any  other  rare 
coins. 

No  representations  made  that  the  coins 
were  owned  by  the  Wells  Fargo  Bank — only 
stored  there  as  described. 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  ACTION 
ORDER  TODAY 
BY  CALLING 
1-800-222-5993 

And,  if  you  prefer — take  advantage  of  our 
3 -Month  Easy  Payment  Plan 

Order  Option  # 1 :  Gail  Watson  is  standing  by  to 
take  your  order  of  this  spectacular,  once-in-a-lifetime  numis¬ 
matic  rarity.  Have  your  credit  card  handy,  call  her  today,  and 
your  PCGS  MS-66  Wells  Fargo  Nevada  Gold  Coin  Discov¬ 
ery  1908  “No  Motto”  Saint-Gaudens  $20  will  be  on  its  way 
to  you  immediately!  AND — if  you  are  among  the  first  1,000 
to  order,  included  will  be  your  reprint  of  the  Roosevelt  letter. 
AND — if  you  are  among  the  first  500  to  order,  included  will 
be  your  copy  of  American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards  by  Q. 
David  Bowers. 

Order  Option  #2:  For  a  slight  additional  process¬ 
ing  fee  of  just  $25,  we  will  charge  your  credit  card  $1000  each 
month  for  the  next  three  months  and  then  your  PCGS  MS-66 
Wells  Fargo  Nevada  Gold  Coin  Discovery  1908  “No  Motto” 
Saint-Gaudens  $20  will  be  on  its  way  to  you!  Again,  if  you  are 
among  the  first  1,000  to  order,  included  will  be  your  reprint  of 
the  Roosevelt  letter,  and  if  you  are  among  the  first  500  to  or¬ 
der,  included  will  be  your  copy  of  American  Coin  Treasures 
and  Hoards  by  Q.  David  Bowers. 
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“We  get  letters,”  as  the  old  saying  goes.  One  of  the  most 
pleasant  times  of  day  here  at  the  office  is  around  1 1  in  the 
morning  when  the  mail  arrives.  My  share  of  the  company’s 
letters,  magazines,  and  other  items  usually  is  in  a  little  pile  about  four  to  six  inches 
high,  if  newspapers  and  packages  aren’t  counted.  Among  the  latter  are  USA 
Today,  The  Wall  Street  Journal,  the  Manchester  Union  Leader  and  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Herald  Tribune.  While  when  I  was  in  college  I  used  to  read  the  New  York 
Times  each  day,  now  I  read  it  only  on  Sunday  (when  I  also  try  to  do  the  crossword 
puzzle,  and  complete  it  about  1  /3rd  of  the  time). 

First-class  letters  among  my  mail  are  of  varied  content.  Information  about 
coins  and  collections  for  sale  is  always  of  prime  importance  and  results  in  my 
meeting  immediately  with  Dr.  Richard  (Rick)  Bagg  of  our  Auction  Department 
if  auction  is  desired,  or  with  Mark  Borckardt  and  Ray  Merena  if  the  owner  wants 
a  B&M  check  on  the  spot.  Over  the  years  we  have  become  well  known  as  cash 
buyers,  and  dealers  from  all  over  the  country  regularly  send  us  packages.  We  have 
a  mutually  beneficial  arrangement  with  these  people.  In  return  for  cherry- 
picking  for  the  quality  coins  we  want  for  our  stock,  we  are  always  willing  to  pay 
a  bit  more  than  “generic”  or  standard  quotation  values.  Also,  we  give  immediate 
decisions  and  payment  for  whatever  catches  our  eye. 

Scarcely  a  day  goes  by  without  a  client  or  two  sending  me  a  letter  thanking 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  for  brightening  their  coin  collecting  world.  After 
our  Eliasberg  Collection  sale  concluded,  dozens  of  buyers,  who  spent  tens  of 
millions  of  dollars,  thanked  us.  Now,  I  ask:  In  how  many  other  businesses  do  the 
customers  thank  the  seller  for  allowing  them  to  spend  their  money?! 

And  then  there’s  the  Internet.  It  is  too  bad  that  e.e.  cummings  did  not 
invent  e-mail,  for  the  name  seems  to  be  right  up  his  alley!  While  I  do  not  have 
a  personal  e-mail  address  and  don't  particularly  want  one,  the  company  has  one. 
Increasingly,  quite  a  few  coin  orders  and  even  some  Question  and  Answer  Forum 
items  come  this  way.  I  reserve  the  right  to  change  my  mind  about  a  personal  e- 
mail  address.  H.B.,  J r.,  a  Texas  client  and  friend,  told  me  that  he  would  no  longer 
write  to  me  by  “regular"  mail.  On  the  other  hand,  R.R.  recently  told  me  that  he 
does  not  have  a  computer,  doesn’t  like  computers,  and  will  never  buy  one  (his 
letters  often  come  decorated  with  old-time  commemorative  stamps,  which  I  give 
to  our  receptionist,  Debbie,  one  of  whose  sons  collects  stamps). 

Now  to  the  subject  at  hand:  the  Rare  Coin  Review:  This  issue  is  filled  with 
all  sorts  of  interesting  things,  and  as  I  am  running  out  of  space  in  this  column, 
I’ll  let  you  discover  them  on  your  own.  There  are  many  new  purchases,  some 
interesting  special  offers,  a  remarkable  hoard  of  gold  $20  coins,  some  really 
beautiful  holders  in  which  to  showcase  your  coin  collection,  a  few  articles,  some 
“fillers,”  a  section  of  books  for  sale  (and  some  “bookish”  quotations  scattered 
here  and  there),  and  more. 

To  order,  call  toll-free  at  1-800-222-5993  and  ask  for  our  Direct  Sales 
Department  (Gail  Watson  in  charge)  if  you  would  like  to  buy  coins.  II  books  are 
your  forte,  ask  for  Mary  Tocci  or  Donna  Badeau.  Or,  send  your  order  by 
“regular”  mail,  by  fax,  or  even  e-mail.  Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  all 
of  us  wish  you  the  best  greetings  for  the  season.  Enjoy! 

Sincerely, 


Q.  David  Bowers 
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COLONIAL  &  COPPER 

Coins  for  Sale 


Colonial  ami  Early 
American  Coins 

We  have  always  enjoyed  colonial  coins,  and  over 
the  years  it  has  been  our  pleasure  to  have  showcased 
many  nice  pieces  in  the  Rare  Coin  Review  and  else¬ 
where.  While  colonials  are  hardly  in  the  main¬ 
stream  of  great  popularity,  interest  in  them  is  grow¬ 
ing,  and  today  there  are  more  people  desiring  them 
than  ever  before. 

Popularity  is  something  that  the  series  could  not 
endure,  lor  there  simply  are  not  enough  pieces  to  go 
around!  Indeed,  even  the  most  plentiful  of  colonial 
coins — take  as  a  type  (never  mind  die  varieties)  a 
1797  Connecticut  Draped  Bust  Left  copper  cent — 
would  emerge  as  an  extreme  rarity  if  compared  to  a 
Morgan  silver  dollar  such  as  the  1 88 1-S.  While  we 
have  no  way  of  knowing,  probably  the  entire  popu¬ 
lation  of  all  Connecticut  copper  die  varieties  of  the 
1785-1788  years  is  well  below  50,000,  and  may  be 
below  25,000.  When  you  consider  that  the  popu¬ 
lar  periodical  Coin  World  has  a  subscription  base  of 
80,000,  the  non-availability  of  even  a  “common” 
colonial  such  as  a  Connecticut  piece  becomes  dra¬ 
matically  evident. 

The  term  colonial,  strictly  speaking,  should  refer 
only  to  pieces  minted  prior  to  1781  (when  the  pa¬ 
triots  won  the  Revolutionary  War)  or  1783  (when 
the  peace  treaty  was  signed)  or,  perhaps  before 
1775,  when  the  conflict  began.  However,  in  popu¬ 
lar  parlance  it  has  been  extended  to  include  the 
copper  coins  of  the  states  minted  1785-1788  and, 
as  an  add-on,  pieces  relating  to  George  Washing¬ 
ton.  Several  basic  texts  are  recommended.  For  start¬ 
ers,  the  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  gives  an 
excellent  overview,  an  indication  of  market  prices, 
and  much  other  information.  Beyond  that, 
Sylvester  S.  Crosby’s  Early  Coins  of  America,  pub¬ 
lished  in  1875  and  available  today  in  reprint  form, 
is  an  essential  text— one  with  fascinating  historical 
information.  Walter  Breen's  Complete  Encyclopedia  of 
U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins,  1988,  furnishes  another 
essential  work.  Beyond  that,  there  are  specialized 
sources  to  consult,  including  the  Colonial  Newslet¬ 
ter  (published  by  the  American  Numismatic  Soci¬ 
ety)  and  the  C-4  Newsletter,  published  by  the  Co¬ 
lonial  Coin  Collectors  Club. 

Attributions  of  the  following  pieces  are  to  specialized 
references,  including  Miller  on  Connecticut  copper 
coins,  Ryder  on  Massachusetts  and  Vermont  pieces, 
Noe  on  Massachusetts  silver,  and  others.  Each  colo¬ 


nial  piece  is  offered  with  a  30-day  return  privilege 
(certified  coins,  seven  days),  giving  you  ample  time 
to  inspect  any  desired  piece  in  great  detail. 

High-Grade  1652  N-l  Pine  Tree  Shilling 


1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Silver  Pine  Tree 
shilling.  Noe-1.  Large  planchet.  EF-40.  71.5 
grains.  Lovely  silver  gray  surfaces  with  a  slightly 
wavy  planchet.  Prominent  die  breaks  are  noted 
through  the  date.  A  particularly  nice  example 
of  a  very  famous  variety.  . 5,895 

Pleasing  1652  Pine  Tree  Shilling 


1 652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Silver  Pine  Tree 
shilling.  N-8.  Large  planchet.  EF-40  (PCGS). 
Dark  gray  toning.  The  planchet  is  round  save 
for  a  small  void  at  5:00.  A  very  appealing  speci¬ 
men  of  this  historical  coinage . 4,995 

1723  Wood’s  Hibernia  halfpenny.  Breen-157. 
Beaded  Cincture.  MS-64  BN.  A  splendid 
specimen,  glossy  and  somewhat  proof  like,  with 
much  eye  appeal.  A  fairly  unusual  instance  in 
which  a  piece  of  this  era  can  be  acquired  in  gem 
Mint  State!  . 1,495 

There  are  relatively  few  coins  associated  with  the  colo¬ 
nial  era  that  can  be  obtained  in  any  degree  of  Mint  State, 
never  mind  MS-64.  Among  these,  there  are  just  two  seen 
with  frequency:  the  Wood’s  Hibernia  halfpenny  of  1723,  as 
offered  above,  and  the  1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Even  so,  the 
pieces  are  hardly  common,  and  if  you  had  an  unlimited  bud¬ 
get,  you  could  probably  only  buy  one,  two,  or  three  equiva¬ 
lent  examples  of  1723  Wood’s  Hibernia  halfpenny  each  year. 

1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Breen-180.  MS-63  RB 
(PCGS).  A  beautiful  coin,  somewhat  prooflike, 
with  a  splendid  mixture  of  mint  red  and  light 
brown  toning . 925 

Probably  from  the  Col.  Mendes  I.  Cohen  hoard  dispersed 
over  a  period  of  time  from  the  1870s  through  1929,  and 


after  that  date  via  Wayte  Raymond  and  others.  This  hoard  is 
one  of  many  discussed  in  Dave  Bowers  best-selling,  award¬ 
winning  book,  American  Coin  Hoards  and  Treasures.  Today, 
Cohen  hoard  coins  are  usually  found  one  at  a  time. 

1694  London  Elephant  token.  Breen-186.  Thick 
planchet.  EF-40  (PCGS).  GOD  PRESERVE 
LONDON.  Attractive  light  brown  surfaces.  1 ,095 

It  is  not  certain  whether  this  and  related  “London”  pieces 
ever  circulated  in  America,  but  as  they  are  cousins  of  pieces 
with  American  descriptions  (relating  to  Carolina  and  New 
England)  they  have  long  been  adopted  into  the  American 
series  and  have  been  desired  by  numismatists  on  this  side  of 
the  Atlantic. 

Rare  Bolen  Silver  Higley  Copy 


1737  Higley  threepence.  Bolen  copy  in  silver. 
Struck  over  an  Italian  2  lire  coin.  Kenney-4. 
Mint  State.  Light  toning.  Circa  1860s.  Sharply 
struck  and  defined  with  excellent  details.  Ex¬ 
ceedingly  rare.  One  of  the  most  highly  prized 
of  Bolens  productions.  Richard  D.  Kenney  in 
Struck  Copies  of  Early  American  Coins  stated  that 

just  two  were  struck  in  this  metal . 2,650 

John  Adams  Bolen  of  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  a  promi¬ 
nent  numismatist,  cut  dies  for  copies  of  various  rare  early 
American  coins,  to  provide  specimens  for  cabinets  that  might 
otherwise  lack  them.  He  was  careful  to  mark  his  productions 
with  distinguishing  characteristics,  in  the  present  instance  with 
a  dot  within  the  C  of  PENCE  (among  other  differences;  cf. 
Kenney,  p.  9).  Much  information  about  Bolen  can  be  found  in 
early  issues  of  the  American  Journal  of  Numismatics  and  in  the 
auction  catalogues  of  W.  Elliot  Woodward. 

1760  Voce  Populi  halfpenny.  Zelinka-9C.  AU-53 
(PCGS).  An  especially  high-grade  example  of 
this  issue . 675 


Attractive  1766  Pitt  Token 


1766  Pitt  halfpenny.  Breen-251.  AU-50  (PCGS). 

Lovely  medium  brown  surfaces . 2,9l)5 

Called  a  “halfpenny,”  this  small  medalct  honors  W  ill 
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iam  Pitt,  who  was  considered  to  be  a  friend  of  the  American 
colonists.  1  he  legends  refer  to  the  dislike  by  Americans  of 
the  1765  Stamp  Act  under  George  Ill. 


1766  Pitt  halfpenny.  Breen-251.  EF-45.  Smooth 
light  brown  surfaces  which  are  problem-free.  A 

very  pleasing  specimen . 2,195 

1783  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  VF-30.  Pointed 
Rays,  Large  US . 525 

These  pieces  are  said  to  have  been  struck  in  England 
and  imported  in  quantity  in  the  United  States. 

1785  Nova  Constellatio.  Crosby  3-B  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Very  pleasing  light  brown  surfaces . 825 

1787  Massachusetts  half  cent.  Ryder  2 -A.  Rarity- 
5.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Dark  olive-brown  and  prob¬ 
lem-free  save  for  slightly  dull  surfaces .  1 ,025 

1785  Connecticut  copper.  Miller  4.4-C.  Mailed 
Bust  Right,  Small  Portrait.  VF-35  or  finer. 
Glossy  brown  surfaces.  Excellently  detailed  on 
the  obverse,  less  $9  on  the  reverse  (due  to  strik¬ 
ing).  A  very  handsome  example  from  the  first 
year  of  Connecticut  coinage.  Seldom  seen  so 

choice . 550 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  Ml.l-A.  Small  Head. 
VF-25  (PCGS).  Attractive,  glossy  light  brown 
surfaces.  Classic  Machins  Mill  issue  struck  at 
Newburgh,  NY,  under  very  interesting  circum¬ 
stances  (cf.  Crosby,  et  al.).  One  of  the  nicest 

seen  at  this  grade  level . 995 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  M33.2-Z.5.  Draped 
Bust  Left.  EF-40.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  Very 
little  in  the  way  of  actual  wear.  A  very  attrac¬ 
tive  example  of  the  type  and  variety.  . 725 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  M33.39-S.1.  Draped 
Bust  Left.  EF-45.  Light  brown.  Some  original 
planchet  surface  characteristics  still  visible  on 
higher  relief  parts.  Outstanding  quality.  ..  895 


1786  Vermont  “Landscape”  Copper 


1786  Vermont  copper.  Ryder-6.  Rarity-3.  EF-40. 

VERMONTENSIUM  spelling.  Landscape 
type  with  sun  peeping  over  forested  ridge  ob¬ 
verse  motif;  STELLA  QUARTA  DECIMA  re¬ 
verse.  A  very  handsome  example  of  an  issue  that 
is  fairly  scarce  in  all  grades,  but  decidedly  rare 

so  fine . 2,695 

1 786  Vermont  copper.  Ryder-7.  Rarity-3.  VF-20. 
Landscape  /  STELLA  QUARTA  DECIMA 
style.  Sun  over  forested  ridge;  always  a  popular 


design  type.  Struck  under  rustic  circumstances 
at  Millbrook,  near  Pawlet,  VT. . 1,095 

1  89  Mott  token.  Breen-1020.  Thick  planchet. 
AU-53  (PCGS).  Intermediate  die  state  with  a 
die  break  attached  to  the  upper  left  edge  of  the 
clock  but  not  affecting  the  D  in  GOLD.  1,1 95 

Although  this  piece  is  dated  1789,  it  may  have  been 
struck  circa  1 839  on  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  firms  1 789 
founding,  or  in  any  event  after  1789.  The  reverse  eagle  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  a  copy  ot  that  used  on  federal  gold  coins  begin¬ 
ning  circa  1 807  and,  therefore,  must  have  been  made  then 
or  later. 

Kentucky  cent,  undated  (c.  1792).  Type  of 
Breen-1156-1 158.  Lettered  edge.  MS-60  RB 

(PCGS).  Edge  lettered  PAYABLE  IN 
LANCASTER  LONDON  OR  BRISTOL.  An 
exceptionally  nice  example  with  a  generous  quo¬ 
tient  of  original  mint  red.  Rare  so  fine!  ..  1,295 


1796  Copper  Company  of  Upper  Canada 
Superb  Proof 
Major  Rarity 


1796  Copper  Company  of  Upper  Canada.  Struck 
in  copper.  “Myddelton”  style  obverse  by 
Kiichler.  Proof-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  splendid 
Proof  with  rich  chocolate  brown  surfaces  ac¬ 
cented  with  iridescent  blue.  An  aesthetic  treat, 
one  of  the  nicest  in  existence  of  this  famous  and 
very  beautiful  rarity.  It  is  believed  that  this  and 
related  pieces  were  struck  circa  1802-1803  as 
samples  of  the  engraving  skills  of  the  Soho  Mint, 
Birmingham.  A  major  opportunity  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur . 9,750 

The  Copper  Company  of  Upper  Canada  token  is  one  of 
the  more  elusive  varieties  in  the  series  related  to  early  America. 
The  obverse,  by  Conrad  H.  Kiichler  (who  also  cut  the  dies 
for  the  memorable  1796  Washington  Seasons  medals)  de¬ 
picts  the  goddess  Britannia  or  Hope,  presenting  her  two  young 
children  to  Liberty,  representing  America.  The  inscription 
BRITISH  SETTLEMENT  KENTUCKY  is  in  an  arc  above, 
and  the  date  1796  is  below.  The  design  was  intended  to  il¬ 


Ask  to  See  It! 

Any  colonial  coin  listed  here  can  be  sent 
to  you  for  approval  inspection.  In  that  way 
you  can  carefully  examine  all  aspects  of  the 
piece.  These  early  coins  are  very  attractive 
and  interesting,  and  often  in-person  in¬ 
spection  is  more  revealing  than  are  short 
descriptions  in  the  present  listing. 

Each  coin  has  been  selected  by  your 
editor  (QDB),  Mark  Borckardt,  or  Ray 
Merena  based  upon  its  eye  appeal,  overall 
quality,  and  value. 


lustrate  the  emigration  from  England  to  America  of  persons 
of  youth  and  vitality,  to  settle  in  an  area  in  Kentucky  con¬ 
trolled  by  Philip  Parry  Price  of  Myddelton  Walter  Breen  in 
his  Encyclopedia  notes  that  in  August  1796.  British  authori¬ 
ties  tossed  Price  into  Newgate  prison,  charging  him  with  in¬ 
citing  artificers  to  emigrate  to  the  United  States,"  an  early 
version,  as  Breen  put  it,  of  “brain  drain."  The  project  came 
to  a  quick  conclusion.  How  many  citizens  actually  went  to 
Kentucky  and  found  success  there  is  not  known. 

1  he  reverse  of  the  piece  differs  from  that  seen  on  the 
normal  Myddelton  token  and  bears  the  inscription  ONE 
HALF  PENNY  /  COPPER  /  COMPANY  /  OF  /  UPPER  / 
CANADA.  The  activities  of  the  Copper  Company  of  Upper 
Canada,  if  it  actually  existed,  are  not  known  to  the  cata¬ 
loguer.  Perhaps  the  outfit  was  formed  but  never  engaged  in 
mining  or  refining.  Although  the  circumstances  are  not 
known,  the  die  was  cut  circa  1794.  It  is  believed  (with  John 
J.  Ford,  Jr.,  pointing  this  out  in  the  Coin  Collector's  Journal in 
the  early  1950s)  that  pieces  of  this  type,  illustrating  superb 
workmanship,  were  made  up  as  samples  or  presentation  pieces 
by  the  Soho  Mint,  which  at  the  time  was  interested  in  receiv¬ 
ing  private  contracts  for  tokens  and  medals  as  well  as  com¬ 
missions  from  foreign  governments.  Pieces  were  produced 
only  in  copper,  and  apparently  to  a  very  limited  extent.  Walter 
Breen  in  his  Encyclopedia  specifically  mentions  just  two  pieces, 
the  Robison  and  Roper  examples. 

The  present  coin  is  a  superb  association  item  with  the 
usually  seen  Myddelton  token,  struck  from  the  same  obverse 
die,  which  on  the  reverse  shows  a  figure  of  Britannia,  seated, 
face  downward,  with  the  inscription  PAYABLE  BY  P.P.P. 
MYDDELTON  around  the  border. 

1783  Georgius  Triumpho.  Breen-1184.  AU-50 

(PCGS) . 995 

One  of  the  more  curious  Washington  tokens;  maker 
unknown,  but  possibly  related  to  the  1783  Nova  Constellatio 
coinage  as  the  date  styles  are  similar.  Some  believe  that  it  is 
intended  to  represent  King  George  III  of  England,  not  the 
Father  of  Our  Country. 


(1795)  Washington  Liberty  and  Security 
penny.  Breen-1254.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS).  A 
large  and  impressive  coin.  Pleasing  medium 
brown  with  olive  highlights  and  faint  traces 

of  mint  red .  2,1  50 

Edge  with  inscription,  AN  ASYLUM  FOR  THE 
OPPRESS’D  OF  ALL  NATIONS. 

Washington  SUCCESS  TO  THE  UNITED 
STATES  medal.  Breen-1287.  Large  diameter, 
plain  edge.  VF-30  (PCGS).  Said  to  have  been 
issued  upon  the  second  inauguration  of  Wash¬ 
ington . 465 

1795  North  Wales  halfpenny.  Breen-1 294-95.  Plain 
edge.  VF-20  (PCGS).  One  of  the  most  inter¬ 
esting  Washington  issues  of  the  era;  crudely 

struck  from  shallow  dies . 450 

1795  Washington  Grate  token.  Breen-1271.  MS- 
63  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces.  Mostly 
golden  brown  with  some  traces  of  faded  mint 
red . 875 

Struck  by  the  Kempson,  a  diesinker  and  token  maker  in 
Birmingham,  England,  for  the  London  firm  ot  Clark  <S, 
Harris,  whose  establishment  was  on  Wormwood  St  Obverse 
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with  portrait  oi  Washington  and  eulogistic  inscription;  re¬ 
verse  with  coal-burning  fireplace  and  grate,  with  inscriptions 
pertaining  to  Clark  &  Harris. 

A  somewhat  mysterious  “hoard”  ol  these  is  discussed  in 
Dave  Bowers'  American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards  book. 

1787  Fugio  copper  cent.  Kessler-Newman  6- 
W.  1.  Rarity-4+  EF-40.  Medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces  with  lighter  letters  and  devices.  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen  in  every  respect . 1,895 

A  case  can  be  made  for  the  1787  Fugio  copper  cents  to 
be  the  first  federal  copper  coinage.  Although  they  were  pro¬ 
duced  privately  under  contract,  they  were  specifically  com¬ 
missioned  by  the  United  States  Congress. 

1787  Fugio  copper  cent.  KN  12-X.  MS-63.  At¬ 
tractive  medium  brown  surfaces.  You’ll  like  the 
quality! . 1,895 


1787  Fugio  copper  cent.  KN  12-X.  MS-62  RB 

(PCGS).  Much  original  mint  red  still  remains. 
A  very  nice  example.  Undoubtedly  from  the 
Bank  of  New  York  Hoard  of  long  ago  (for  de¬ 
tails  see  Q.  David  Bowers’  book,  American  Coin 
Treasures  and  Hoards) . 2,250 


1792  Mint  Pattern 
Rare  1792  Copper  Disme 


1792  Copper  disme.  Pollock-1 1,  Judd-10.  Rarity- 
6+.  Poor-1  (PCGS).  Reeded  edge.  Intermingled 
tan  and  chocolate  toning  with  porosity  noted  on 
both  surfaces.  The  designs  are  clearly  distinguish¬ 
able  as  to  type,  and  much  of  the  lettering  can  be 
read,  especially  on  the  reverse.  The  edge  reeding 
is  vertical  rather  than  diagonal;  a  feature  shared 
by  the  Norweb  specimen.  Dr.  Judd  claimed  that 
the  1792  dismes  had  diagonal  reeding  and  it  may 
be  that  some  examples  show  that  feature.  We 
doubt  that  more  than  1 5  specimens  of  the  vari¬ 
ety  could  be  traced  in  all  of  numismatics.  An 
important  opportunity  for  the  numismatist  who 
desires  1 8th-century  delicacies,  but  who  does  not 
want  to  spend  the  better  part  of  $100,000  for  a 
high-grade  example . 13,950 

Half  limits 

In  this  issue  we  offer  an  attractive  selection  of  half 
cents  of  the  19th  century,  including  many  of  the 
Draped  Bust  style,  a  selection  of  Classic  Head 
pieces,  and  a  number  of  desirable  Braided  Hair 
dates. 

Attributions  by  die  varieties  are  to  Walter  Breens 


Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Half  Cents  1793-1857, 
and  Roger  S.  Cohen,  Jr.’s  book,  American  Half 
Cents. 

The  half  cent  series  1793-1857  offers  many  inter¬ 
esting  collecting  possibilities.  In  general,  coin  for 
coin,  rarity  for  rarity,  half  cents  are  quite  inexpen¬ 
sive  in  comparison  to  large  cents.  Fewer  people  are 
attracted  to  the  series,  probably  because  of  the 
daunting  Proof-only  rarities  such  as  1836,  1840- 
1848,  and  1852,  although  in  the  overall  scheme  of 
American  numismatics,  such  pieces  can  be  pur¬ 
chased  for  a  few  thousand  dollars  each  and  are  not 
“impossible.’’  However,  they  do  serve  as  a  stum¬ 


bling  block  to  someone  contemplating  the  series  at 
the  outset. 

A  compromise  can  be  made  by  electing  to  ignore 
the  Proofs  completely  and  concentrate  upon  those 
made  only  in  business  strike  form.  Indeed,  Roger  S. 
Cohen,  Jr.,  well-known  chronicler  of  half  cent  va¬ 
rieties,  did  precisely  this  when  he  created  his  afore¬ 
mentioned  book.  By  not  listing  them  they  are,  in 
effect,  not  there  and  not  needed.  Anyway,  among 
business  strikes  just  about  every  date  is  inexpensive 
with  the  exception  of  the  fairly  scarce  1793  and  the 
quite  rare  1796. 

Another  possibility  is  to  collect  business  strike  half 
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A  Lagniappe! 

How  exciting! 

BUT,  WHAT  DOES  IT  MEAN? 

A  publication  or  two  ago,  your  editor  (QDB)  used  the  word  lagniappe. 
people  will  know  what  that  means,”  a  proof¬ 
reader  suggested,  and  lagniappe  was  deleted. 

But,  the  word  is  nice,  so  with  appropriate 
bravery,  I  use  it  here.  Please  consult  your 
dictionary  if  you  don’t  know  what  it 
means.  I  didn’t  know,  either,  when 
Gerry,  owner  of  a  local  restaurant, 
brought  a  piece  of  candy  with  the  dinner 
check  and  said,  “Here  is  a  lagniappe  for  you.” 

Anyway,  we  have  a  lagniappe  for  yon: 

Recently,  Jess  Patrick,  who  operates  the  Patrick  Mint, 
showed  us  some  token  samples  he  made,  with  obverses  similar  to 
two  classic  American  rarities,  the  1792  silver  center  (also  fusible  alloy)  pattern  cent 
and  the  1793  half  cent.  We  ordered  1,000  each  of  these,  and  sketched  a  few  words 
about  Bowers  and  Merena  to  be  used  on  the  reverse  die.  For  good  measure,  and  for 
good  numismatic  tradition,  we  added  the  date  1997,  to  reflect  the  year  they  were 
made.  If  the  pieces  prove  popular,  we'll  order  some  more  in  1998,  with  that  date.  No 
more  will  be  made  in  1997. 

As  a  lagniappe,  if  you  request  it  when  placing  your  coin  or  book  order  for  $50  or 
more,  we  will  send  you  one  of  these  tokens,  your  choice.  Or,  it  your  order  is  for  $  100 
or  more,  we’ll  send  you  both  of  them.  However,  these  must  be  requested,  as  they  cost 
us  into  four  Figures  to  have  made,  and  we  only  want  appreciative  new  owners.  Limit: 
two  tokens  per  client. 

If  you  want  to  buy  some  tokens,  we  offer  these 
for  $3  each,  limit  10  per  buyer. 

All  offers  are  subject  to  availability.  Once  our  supply  is  depleted,  there  will  be  no  more. 
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cents  of  a  given  design,  for  example  the  Draped  Bust 
obverse  half  cents  made  from  1 800  through  1 808,  or 
the  Classic  Head  pieces  from  1 809  through  1 829 
(or,  if  you  must,  1831).  Toward  the  end  of  the  series 
we  have  always  liked  the  Braided  Hair  half  cents, 
available  in  business  strike  form  from  1 849  through 
1837.  Each  of  these  dates  is  inexpensive. 


Exceptional  1804  Spiked  Chin 


1804  Browning-7.  Cohen-8.  Spiked  Chin.  MS- 

63  BN.  Light  brown  surfaces.  This  represents 
an  exceptional  quality  specimen  of  this  popular 

and  interesting  variety. . 2,750 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  AU-53  (PCGS).  750 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  EF-45 . 495 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  EF-40.  Glossy 

brown .  415 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  VF-30.  Light  brown 

surfaces . 275 

1 804  B-9,  C-10.  Cros'slet  4,  With  Stems.  EF-45.  325 
1804  B-10,  C-13.  Plain  4,  No  Stems.  MS-63  BN 
(PCGS).  Rich,  lustrous  brown  surfaces.  1,650 
1804  B-10,  C-13.  Plain  4,  No  Stems.  EF-45.  295 


1807  B-1,C-1.  AU-50 . 495 

1808/7  B-2,  C-2.  F-15  BN  (NGC).  A  pleasing  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  overdate,  a  variety  which  is  fairly 
scarce  in  all  grades  and  virtually  unheard  of  at 

very  high  levels . 650 

1810  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45  BN  (NGC).  Glossy  brown. 

A  very  nice  example . 550 

1825  B-2,  C-2.  AU-58  (ANACS) . 365 

1825  B-2,  C-2.  AU-53  (PCGS) . 325 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55  (ANACS) . 245 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55  BN  (NGC) . 235 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  VF-35 . 95 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  VF-20 . 69 

1832  B-l,  C-l.  MS-61  BN  (ANACS) . 345 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55  BN  (NGC) . 145 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50  (ANACS) . 109 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  AU-55 . 145 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  AU-50 . 135 


Superb  Proof-65  1850  1/2 <t 


1850  B-l,  C-l.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS). 
A  handsome  example  having  sharp  frosty  de¬ 
vices  and  blazing  mirror  fields.  The  obverse 
is  mostly  brilliant  with  blushes  of  blue  and 
violet.  The  reverse  has  intermingled  blue  and 
violet  at  the  center  with  wisps  of  fiery  mint 
red  at  the  border.  Approximately  1 2  examples 


are  known .  1 1 ,500 

The  method  of  distribution  of  Proof  coins  in  1850  is 
not  completely  known  today.  Most  probably,  some  silver  sets 
(half  dime  to  dollar)  were  issued,  plus  some  single  silver  coins 
(especially  the  dollar),  and,  separately  and  less  often,  half 
cents  and  large  cents. 

A  perusal  of  1 9th-century  auction  offerings  of  early  Proof 
sets  of  the  1 840s  and  very  early  1 850s  reveals  that  such  “sets” 
usually  did  not  include  the  half  cent  or  cent!  In  any  event, 
only  a  few  Proof  half  cents  were  made.  Among  Proof  half 
cents,  the  1 850  is  far  rarer  than  the  more  famous  Proof-only 
issues  such  as  1836,  1840  to  1848,  and  1852. 


1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 345 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 345 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55 . 179 

1854  B-l ,  C-l .  AU-55  BN  (NGC) . 179 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  MS-61  BN  (ANACS).  Scarce  low- 

mintage  date . 325 


Last  year  of  issue.  In  1860,  Mint  Director  James  Ross 
Snowden  wrote  that  many  of  these  coins  had  been  withheld 
at  the  Mint  in  early  1 857  and  melted. 

Large  Cents 

Large  cents  in  this  issue  emphasize  pieces  of  the 
early  19th  century.  The  scarce  1803  S-262  is  of  in¬ 
terest  and  importance;  a  lustrous  1809  will  fill 
nicely  that  space  in  the  cabinet  of  the  advanced  en¬ 
thusiast;  several  1814  cents,  the  last  year  in  the 
Classic  Head  series,  are  quite  attractive;  we  like  the 
EF-40  1821,  and  you’ll  like  it  too;  a  beautiful  Mint 
State  1822  will  be  enjoyed  by  its  next  owner;  the 
splendid  1823/2  is  a  very  nice  combination  of  high 
grade  and  low  (relatively  speaking)  price;  a  lustrous 
gem  1827  is  simply  gorgeous — and  so  it  goes,  on 
into  the  later  dates  of  the  Braided  Hair  type.  Enjoy 
the  opportunities! 

1798/7  Sheldon-152.  VG-8 . 335 

1803  S-262.  Small  Date,  Small  Fraction.  VF- 

20.  A  very  rare  die  variety  in  any  grade;  espe¬ 
cially  so  at  the  Very  Fine  level  offered  here.  This 
attractive  cent  will  be  highly  prized  by  its  next 

owner . 2,195 

1805  S-267.  EF-45.  Attractive  brown  surfaces.  1,295 


Lustrous  AU  1 809  Cent 


1809  S-280.  AU-55  BN  (NGC).  Rich,  lustrous, 
glossy  brown  surfaces.  Far  above  average  strike. 
A  truly  outstanding  specimen  of  what  is  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  the  key  date  in  the  1808-1814 
Classic  Head  series . 4,995 

Desirable  AU  1813  Cent 


1813  S-293.  AU-58  (NGC).  Lovely,  lustrous  medium 

brown  surfaces.  1  mportant  as  a  scarce  date.  Very 
nearly  in  the  Condition  Census . 4,950 

1814  S-294.  Crosslet  4.  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  nice 
possibility  for  a  type  set.  Nicely  struck. .  1,250 


1814S-295.  Plain  4.  AU-55  (ANACS).  Especially 
bold  strike . 2,250 


B&M  New  Book  Update 


Chris  Karstedt  is  gathering  reminiscences, 
anecdotes,  and  other  items  relating  to  our 
sales  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collec¬ 
tion,  to  be  published  in  book  form  in  1998. 
If  you  have  some  thoughts  to  share  in  print, 
drop  her  a  note. 

Mark  Borckardt  continues  to  work  on 
editing  the  immense  Walter  Breen  manu¬ 
script  on  1 793-1814  large  cents.  His  pile  of 
draft  pages  is  about  six-inches  high. 

Dave  Bowers  is  busy  at  work  on  several 
writing  projects.  His  book  about  early  rare 
coin  dealer  Augustus  B.  Sage,  who  nour¬ 
ished  in  New  York  City  circa  1 857-1861 ,  is 
99%  completed,  text-wise. 

Dave’s  manuscript  for  the  new  edition  of 


A  Buyer’s  Guide  to  the  Rare  Coin  Market  is 
coming  along  nicely  and  is  scheduled  for 
publication  in  1998. 

A  “source  book  of  information  concern¬ 
ing  California  assayers,  refiners,  and  coiners 
during  the  Gold  Rush  era,  compiled  hv  Dan 
Owens,  is  in  house  and  is  being  edited. 
Publication  is  anticipated  in  1998. 

Several  new  “Little  Edition  monographs 
by  QDB  and  others  are  in  various  stages  of 
completion.  We  expect  that  early  in  1998 
we'll  publish  another  suiteof dour,  thus  bring¬ 
ing  the  total  up  to  eight,  with  more  to  come. 

The  “Washington  project,'  details  of 
which  will  he  announced  in  early  1998,  is 
being  worked  on  by  our  staff. 
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Have  Fun  Collecting 


with  Bowers  and Merena’ 


s 


COLLECTION  PORTFOLIO 


Our  CPP  Program  is  the  easi¬ 
est,  most  enjoyable  way  to  build  a 
quality  collection  and  there  are 
many  advantages  to  being  a  mem¬ 
ber!  Each  month  you  will  receive 
beautiful  coins  you  will  enjoy 
owning,  sharing  with  your  family, 
and  showing  to  your  friends. 

Here  is  how  our  Collection 
Portfolio  Program  works: 

Each  month  (or  other  interval  of  your  liking)  a  package  of 
choice,  rare,  and  interesting  coins  will  arrive  in  your  mail¬ 
box.  Each  com  will  be  carefully  hand-picked  for  its  eye 
appeal  and  quality,  and  priced  to  be  a  good  value.  We 
guarantee  it! 

You  pick  the  series  you  like  best: 

Morgan  silver  dollars,  Indian  cents,  U.S.  gold 
coins,  commemorative  half  dollars  of  the  classic  1 892- 
1954  years,  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars — you  name  it.  You 
let  us  know  the  grades  you  prefer.  If  you  want  only  PCGS- 
or  NGC-certified  coins,  or  “raw”  coins,  you  let  us 
know  and  we  will  comply.  In  any  instance,  we  will  re¬ 
view  certified  coins,  which  can  and  do  vary  widely  in 
quality,  and  pick  only  the  pieces  we  would  like  to  have 
for  our  collection. 

Gail  Watson  will  personally  make  each  selection  for  you, 
working  closely  with  Dave  Bowers,  and  she  will  keep  track  of 
coins  you  already  have.  She  will  carefully  review  and 
cherrypick  all  new  purchases,  selecting  only 
the  finest  examples  for  your  collection. 

\  Current  CPP  members  agree  that  pcr- 
\  sonal  service,  quality  of  coins  acquired, 

I  and  flexibility  are  the  greatest  attributes  of 
our  Collection  Portfolio  Program. 


V-T 


Gail  If  a  tso  n 


Dave  Bowers 


Here  is  what  you  will  receive  from  us 
each  month: 

Month  by  month,  your  collection  will  grow.  You  and 
your  family  will  enjoy  your  coins  and  will  be  proud  to 
own,  study,  and  display  them. 

In  addition  to  quality  coins  and  personal  service  and  at¬ 
tention,  you'll  receive  our  periodical 
publications,  the  Rare  Coin  Review  and 
The  Coin  Collector  (roe  of  charge.  You’ll 
also  receive  special  offers  that  are  not 
publicly  advertised. 

And  that’s  not  all — each  coin  will 
be  invoiced  a  special  4%  discount 
from  our  regular  list  price! 


Here  is  how  to  join. 


Telephone  Gail  Watson  at  1-800- 
222-5993,  credit  card  in  hand.  Let  Gail 
know  your  collecting  interests,  the  amount  you 
would  like  to  spend  each  month  (minimum: 
$100),  and  the  grades  you  would  like.  Your 
first  shipment  will  be  in  your  mailbox  before 
you  know  it! 

Flexibility  is  our  middle  name.  Feel  tree  to 
change  the  grade  you  desire,  your  monthly  pay¬ 
ment,  the  series  you  collect,  and  you  are  under  no 
obligation  to  continue  the  program.  If  you  are  like 
most  of  our  clients,  you’ll  be  a  “happy  camper”  for 
a  long  time. 

Coin  collecting  is  really  a 
great  hobby.  As  a  member 
of  our  Collection  Portfolio 
Yogram  you’ll  really  have  a 
great  time!  We  look  forward 
to  having  you  with  us. 

Happy  collecting! 


COLONIAL  AND  COPPER  COINS 


1814  S-295.  Plain  4.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Medium 


brown  surfaces . 2,095 

1816  Newcomb-2.  AU-50 . 325 


1817  N-ll.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous. 
Probably  from  the  Randall  Hoard.  As  a  date, 
the  1817  is  considerably  scarcer  than  the  usu¬ 
ally  seen  Randall  Hoard  coins  dated  1818  and 


1820 . 1,295 

1818  N-10.  MS-63  BN . 495 

Ex  Floyd  Starr  sale,  Stacks,  Lot  1591 

1820  N-13.  MS-64  BN . 550 

1820  N-13.  MS-60 . 395 

1821  N-l.  EF-40  BN  (NGC).  A  sharp,  very  at¬ 

tractive  specimen  of  this  important  date.  A 
lovely  piece  that  will  be  an  attraction  in  any 
fine  collection  of  middle-date  cents . 1,495 


Among  later-date  large  cents  1816-1857,  the  1821  is 
second  only  to  the  1 823  in  terms  of  scarcity  in  higher  grades. 
The  vast  majority  of  known  specimens  are  in  lower  grades 
from  Good  through  Fine.  Even  nice  VF  examples  are  elu¬ 
sive. 


Lustrous  Mint  State  1822 


1822  N-10.  Rarity-2.  MS-63  BN.  (NGC).  Lus¬ 
trous,  glossy  brown  surfaces.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  of  this  early  Matron  Head  date,  one  that 
was  not  represented  in  any  hoard . 2,650 


Splendid  1823/2  Cent 


1823/2  EF-40.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  An  at¬ 
tractive  specimen  of  this  highly  prized  date  (and 
overdate).  A  great  “find”  for  the  collector  of 

“middle-date”  cents  of  this  era . 2,695 

1826  N-4.  Rarity-2.  AU-55.  Rich  medium  brown 
surfaces.  Cents  of  1 826  are  nearly  always  seen 
in  lower  grades.  Probably  not  one  in  200  speci¬ 
mens  touches  the  AU  level . 895 

1826  N-6.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  lustrous 
brown  surfaces.  Nicer  than  some  we  have  seen 
offered  at  the  Mint  State  level,  which  goes  to 
prove  that  it  is  worthwhile  to  pick  and  choose. 
Certainly  this  is  one  of  the  nicest  1826  cents 
you  will  ever  see! . 1 ,295 


_  The  true  university  of  these  days 

is  a  collection  of  books.” 
—Thomas  Carlyle  [  1 795- 1881] 


Lustrous  Gem  1 827  N-3 


1827  N-3.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  glossy, 
lustrous  gem  specimen  of  a  date  that  is  fairly 
elusive  in  higher  grades.  Die  break  among  left¬ 
side  stars;  die  breaks  on  neck.  A  prize  coin  that 
will  be  long  appreciated  and  admired.  ...2,970 
1827  N-4.  Rarity-2+.  AU-55.  Glossy  light  brown 
surfaces.  Cents  of  this  date  are  very  hard  to  find 
at  the  AU  level . 795 

Reverse  die  rotated  45°  to  the  left  of  normal  orientation, 
an  interesting  feature.  This  piece  is  very  bluntly  struck. 


1827  N-ll.  MS-63  BN.  Light  brown  fields,  medium 
brown  features.  Lots  of  gloss.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  of  this  date,  quite  scarce  so  fine . 2,100 

Glossy  Gem  1828  N-6 


I  ©HIE  | 

C1HT 


1828  N-6.  MS-64  BN.  Light  brown  fields,  glossy 
and  beautiful.  A  gorgeous  specimen  in  every 

regard . 2,850 

1828  N-7.  VF-30 . 225 

1830  N-6.  Medium  Letters.  VF-35.  A  splendid 
specimen  at  this  grade  level  of  a  classic  key  is¬ 
sue  among  cents  of  this  era . 1,195 

1832  N-l.  Medium  Letters.  AU-55 . 450 

1837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  AU-58.  An  exceedingly 
popular  token  from  the  era;  listed  in  the  Guide 
Book.  These  pieces,  small  in  diameter  somewhat 
similar  to  the  Flying  Eagle  and  later  cents,  were 
produced  as  a  private  venture  by  Dr.  Lewis 
Feuchtwanger  in  1 837.  The  illustrious  doctor, 
who  had  many  talents  (he  operated  a  museum, 
compounded  patent  medicines,  and  was  an  ex¬ 
pert  in  rocks  and  minerals,  among  other  things), 
endeavored  to  have  Congress  adopt  his  alloy  for 
coinage.  This  never  saw  fruition,  and  instead 
he  produced  at  least  a  few  hundred  thousand  of 
his  own  cents.  The  obverse  motif  pictures  an 
eagle  killing  a  snake,  the  reverse  bears  a  wreath 
and  inscription . 249 


1837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  AU-50 . 220 

1 837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  AU-50  (PCI) . 220 

1837  Plain  Hair  Cord  (early  style).  N-7.  AU-50.  219 

1838  N-l.  AU-50 . 175 

1838  N-3.  AU-55 . 265 

1839  N-3.  Head  of  1838.  MS-60 . 625 

1839  N-14.  Booby  Head.  Rarity-3.  EF-45.  Dark 

brown  with  iridescent  blue  and  lilac.  A  very  at¬ 
tractive  example  of  this  scarce  variety.  . 695 


Gem  1 840  Large  Date  Cent 


1840  N-8.  Large  Date.  MS-64  RB.  Much  fiery 
mint  red  is  seen  blending  to  a  light  brown.  A 

show-stopper,  a  dazzling  gem . 2,350 

Among  Mint  State  examples  of  the  Braided  Hair  style, 
issues  of  the  era  1 839-1 849  are  several  orders  rarer  than  those 
of  later  dates,  simply  because  few  were  saved  in  hoards,  and 
little  attention  was  paid  to  them  at  the  time  of  issue. 


1841  N-6.  EF-45 . 195 

1844  N-l.  MS-60 . 495 

From  Stack's  sale  of  the  Anderson-Dupont  Collection. 

1848  N-l 2.  AU-55 . 195 

1848  N-35.  EF-40 . 95 

1849  N-14.  VF-30 . 49 

1849  N-20.  MS-63  BN . 625 


Ex  R.E.  (“Ted”)  Naftzger,  Jr.  Collection. 

1849  N-20.  AU-50  (ANACS) . 145 

1855  N-3.  Upright  5  s.  MS-64  RB.  Predominantly 

light  brown  with  just  a  touch  of  red . 495 

1856  N-13.  Slanting  (italic)  5  in  date.  MS-62 

BN . 245 


1 857  N-l .  Large  Date.  MS-63  BN.  A  splendid  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  last  regularly  seen  date  of  the  large 
cent . 495 


It  is  not  widely  known — although  a  footnote  in  the  Guide 
Book  of  United  States  Coins  mentions  it — that  Braided  Hair 
large  cents  were  also  struck  in  1 868.  These  were  made  as 
curiosities  for  numismatists.  Today,  perhaps  10  to  20  copper 
strikings  exist — a  rarity  by  any  standard.  Only  a  few  special¬ 
ists  are  fortunate  enough  to  possess  one. 


Khino  Laoli‘  (  mils 


Classic  1856  Flying  Eagle  Cent 


1856  Proof-30  (PCGS).  An  inexpensive  (in  proper 
context)  specimen  of  this,  one  of  the  most  fa¬ 
mous  of  all  American  coin  rarities,  a  great  clas¬ 
sic.  Quite  attractive . 5,295 
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Seven  hundred  or  so  ol  such  pieces  were  struck  at  the 
Mint  in  1856  and  distributed  to  congressmen,  newspaper 
editors,  and  others  of  influence,  to  acquaint  them  with  the 
new  copper-nickel  format.  Many  of  these  were  lost  or  mis¬ 
placed  as  the  years  went  by  and  the  1857  and  1858  Flying 
Eagle  cents  became  plentiful  in  circulation,  diminishing  the 
novelty  value  of  an  1856  (unless  someone  was  a  numisma¬ 
tist).  Most  probably,  the  piece  offered  here  is  an  original  strik¬ 
ing  from  1856  that  was  put  into  circulation  at  an  early  time, 
and  saw  years  of  use  in  commerce  until  some  alert  collector 
recognized  it. 


1857  MS-65  (NGC).  A  splendid,  brilliant,  and 
lustrous  specimen  of  the  first  year  of  regular 
issue  coinage.  Far  above  average  strike.  .2,375 

A  copy  of  Dave  Bowers’  book,  A  Buyers  and  Enthusiast's 
Guide  to  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents,  is  essential  (in  our 
opinion)  to  the  enjoyable  collecting  of  these  two  series.  Not 
only  will  you  find  information  about  rarity,  availability,  and 
grading — but,  there  are  many  interesting,  fascinating  details 
given,  which  will  make  each  date  and  variety  literally  come 
to  life. 


1857  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  very 

beautiful . 2,375 

1857  MS-64  (PCGS).  Premium  Quality.  A  “high-end” 
lustrous  gem  coin,  especially  choice  and  mounting 
a  serious  challenge  to  the  MS-65  grade  (as  you’ll  see 
when  it  arrives  in  your  mailbox) .  1 ,095 

1857  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  golden  sur¬ 

faces.  What  a  beauty  it  is!  Another  splendid 
piece . 895 

This  piece  shows  the  extra  value  that  can  be  obtained  by 
acquiring  an  example  that  is  ever  so  slightly  lower  in  numeri¬ 
cal  grade,  but  ever  so  much  cheaper  than  an  example  in  MS- 
65.  Of  course,  there  is  a  market  for  all  things,  and  buying  an 
MS-65  1 857  Flying  Eagle  cent  is  the  right  thing  to  do  if  you 
can  afford  it  and  have  the  desire.  However,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  a  lovely  MS-64  offers  a  tremendous  amount  of  coin  for 
the  money. 

1858  Small  Letters.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  espe¬ 

cially  nice  strike  with  a  good  quotient  of  eye 
appeal.  Equal  to  or  finer  than  some  we’ve  seen 
pegged  at  the  MS-65  level . 1,195 

Indian  Head  Cents 

Indian  Head  cents  have  been  quite  popular  in  recent 
years,  what  with  some  nifty  books  being  published  on 
the  subject  (including  one  by  our  own  QDB),  the  ac¬ 
tivities  of  the  Fly-In  Club  and  its  journal,  Longacres 
Ledger,  and  some  notable  auction  offerings. 

When  selecting  coins  for  our  stock  we  have 
cherrypicked  for  quality,  which  is  absolutely  essen¬ 
tial,  including  among  certified  pieces.  While  no¬ 
where  in  numismatics  can  one  completely  rely 
upon  a  number  and  directly  equate  it  with  market 
value,  among  copper  cents  this  is  particularly  true. 
Quality  varies,  and  sometimes  dramatically.  Time 


and  time  again  we  have  seen  beautiful  MS-63 
brown  or  red  and  brown  pieces  which  are  much 
nicer  to  own,  and  are  more  pleasing,  than  pieces 
that  are  certified  in  higher  grades  such  as  MS-64, 
but  with  unsightly  spots.  It  has  taken  a  fair  amount 
of  effort  on  our  part  to  build  the  inventory  we  now 
present,  but  once  you  see  our  quality,  you  will  keep 
coming  back  for  more!  After  all,  quality  is  the  bot¬ 
tom  line  in  forming  a  choice  collection  in  just  about 
any  area  in  numismatics. 

As  we  go  to  press,  each  and  every  Indian  cent 
listed  is  actually  in  our  stock.  However,  the  market 
is  very  active,  and  we  expect  many  pieces  to  sell 
quickly.  For  this  reason,  a  list  of  alternate  choices 
would  be  appreciated  and  will  be  used  only  if  the 
coins  first  requested  have  been  sold. 


Remarkable  Gem  1859  Cent 


1859  Proof-64.  A  splendid  gem  of  remarkable 
quality,  fully  equal  to  a  couple  we  have  seen 
classified  as  Proof-65  (and  worth  several  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  more  than  the  price  we  ask  for  this 
one).  We  pass  our  good  fortune  along  to  you 
for  only . 2,950 

Important  as  the  first  year  of  the  regular  Indian  Head 
cent  series  and  the  only  year  with  laurel  wreath  reverse.  The 
number  of  Proofs  struck  was  probably  quite  small,  and  of 
those  in  existence  today,  probably  no  more  than  a  couple 
hundred  could  equal  or  exceed  the  lovely  piece  here  offered. 

1859  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  An 

attractive  example  of  the  issue . 995 

1859  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  lustrous  surfaces, 

an  especially  nice  example . 995 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  MS-64  BN.  A  very  attractive 

example  of  this  key  issue . 495 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  MS-63  BN . 435 

1 864  L  on  Ribbon.  EF-40.  Doubled  1 8  in  date,  an 
interesting  feature . 195 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  VF-35 . 190 

1865  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 119 

1 866  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  A  lustrous  example  which 
offers  a  great  deal  of  value  at  the  price  level.  II 
carefully  selected,  lustrous  brown  pieces  can  be 
of  exquisite  beauty — often  ranking  equally  from 
an  aesthetic  viewpoint  with  pieces  that  are  red 
and  brown  or  even  full  red.  Although  at  the 
outset,  a  comment  such  as  this  may  seem  to  be 
facetious,  all  you  need  do  is  ask  an  experienced 


Coming  Your  Way  in  1998 

Some  really  interesting  issues  of  the 
Rare  Coin  Review  are  in  the  works.  Be  sure 
your  subscription  is  up  to  date,  so  as  not  to 
miss  a  single  one!  And,  some  great  issues  of 
The  Coin  Collector  And  some  really  notable 
auction  catalogues  will  be  arriving  in  your 
mailbox,  too. 


collector  of  copper  coins  as  to  his  or  her  opin¬ 
ion,  and  you  will  find  this  remark  will  be  sec¬ 
onded . 575 

1866  MS-64  BN . 395 

1867  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  top-quality  specimen 

of  this  somewhat  elusive  date . 795 

1 867  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Attractive  mixture  of  red 

and  brown  toning . 450 

1868  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  coin. 

Quite  scarce  in  this  high  Mint  State  preserva¬ 
tion.  Another  excellent  value  among  the  Indian 
cents  in  this  issue . 750 

1868  MS-60 . .' . 249 

1869/9  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  very  beautiful  speci¬ 
men  of  this  scarce  date.  A  nice  mixture  of  brown 
toning  with  fiery  original  mint  red.  Another  In¬ 
dian  cent  for  the  discriminating  buyer.  ...  1,650 

1869/9  MS-64  BN . 975 

1 870  MS-64  RB  (ANACS).  Quite  elusive  with  this 
combination  of  high  numerical  grade  and  qual¬ 
ity.  As  specialists  know  well,  Indian  cents  with 
brown  or  red  and  brown  surfaces  can  be  ex¬ 
ceedingly  attractive  if  hand  selected  (which  is 
what  we  do  when  we  buy  them  for  our  inven¬ 


tory) . 895 

1870  MS-60 . 475 


1872  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  surfaces 
with  tinges  of  red,  and  with  the  attractive  “wood 
grain”  toning  effect  sometimes  seen  on  pristine 
(uncleaned)  examples  of  this  date,  lending  an 
extra  dimension  of  quality  and  desirability.  A 


key  date  in  remarkably  fine  condition . 925 

1872  F-15 . 265 


1874  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem . 475 

1874  MS-62  BN  (PCGS) . 195 

1874  AU-55 . 135 

1874  VF-35 . 59 

1877  EF-40.  Medium  chocolate-brown  surfaces. 

Always  in  demand  as  the  centerpiece  date  in  an 
Indian  cent  set.  If  a  nice  1 877  is  on  your  want 
list,  this  ones  for  you!  . 1,195 

1877  G-4  (PCGS).  A  rare  issue  in  any  grade.  495 

1878  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 550 

1879  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Some  tinges  of  red,  say 
30%  red.  A  nice  way  to  start  a  set  of  Indian 
cents  is  to  begin  with  1879 — the  coin  offered 


above  is  a  good  candidate — and  aspire  to  gather 
one  of  each  Philadelphia  date  through  1909. 
There  are  no  rarities  in  this  span,  and  all  are 

quite  affordable . 235 

1881  Proof-65  RB.  Very  reasonably  priced.  ...375 
1883  MS-65  RB . 265 

1883  MS-64  BN . 245 

1 884  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  A  really  beautilul  Proof 

Indian  cent . 395 

1885  MS-64  BN.  Scarce  date . 245 

1885  VF-20 . 24 


1886  MS-64  RB.  Type  1 . 365 

1886  Type  II.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Recognized  as 

being  especially  elusive  in  high  grades,  the 

present  specimen  of  this  variety  is,  indeed,  a  find 
for  the  specialist . 895 

1886  AU-58 . 199 

1887  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 595 

1887  MS-64  RD . 295 
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1888  MS-63  RD  (ANACS) . 373 

1888  MS-63  BN . 135 

1889  MS-64  RD . 423 

1894  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 110 


1904  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  Low-mintage  Proof 
date.  Lots  of  value  here,  in  our  opinion!  ...365 


1904  MS-64  RB . 55 

1905  MS-64  RB . 59 

1907  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 675 

1907  MS-64  RB . 55 

1908  MS-64  RB . 55 

1908-S  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 695 

1908-S  MS-63  BN . 315 


finciiln  ('(‘ills 

Congratulations  are  in  order  for  David  Lange,  au¬ 
thor  of  the  excellent  book,  Complete  Guide  to  Lincoln 
Cents ,  published  by  us  last  year.  At  the  Numismatic 
Literary  Guild  award  ceremony,  held  in  New  York 
City  this  past  summer,  this  volume  took  high  hon¬ 
ors,  and  deservedly  so.  If  Lincoln  cents  are  your 
forte,  a  copy  belongs  in  your  library — and  this  can 
be  accomplished  easily  by  checking  our  listing  of 
books  for  sale  in  the  present  issue! 

Among  Lincoln  cents  there  are  many  highlights. 
We’ve  had  quite  a  “run”  on  1909-S  V.D.B.  cents, 
and  although  we’ve  lieen  buying,  we  don’t  have  as 
many  as  we  did  in  the  last  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin 
Review.  Check  our  listings  carefully,  and  add  some 
quality  pieces  to  your  collection. 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  About  90% 


full  original  red;  with  more  “red”  than  some 
we’ve  seen  called  MS-65  Red! . 1,350 

Of  all  20th-century  United  States  coins,  probably  none 
exceeds  the  combination  of  popularity  and  rarity  of  the  1 909- 
S  V.D.B.  cent.  Decade  after  decade,  just  about  anyone  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  United  States  series  has  desired  an  example  of 
this  issue,  the  demand  arising  from  the  days  in  which  it  was 
popular  to  look  through  pocket  change  and  fill  in  a  set  of 
Lincoln  cents — nearly  always  except  for  the  1909-S  V.D.B. 
From  our  present  day  viewpoint,  we  always  buy  examples  of 
this  coin  when  we  can  find  a  nice  combination  of  high  grade 
and  reasonable  price.  They  never  go  out  of  style,  and  no  matter 
how  many  we  stock  they  sell  rapidly. 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB . 1,195 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB,  with  nearly  full  origi¬ 
nal  mint  red.  Weak  V.D.B.  on  reverse;  discern¬ 


ible,  but  not  as  sharp  as  usually  seen.  An  item 


for  the  price-conscious  buyer . 995 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 1,195 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 895 

1909- S  V.D.B.  VF-30 . 525 

1910- S  MS-60 . 59 

1911- D  AU-55 . 65 

1913- D  AU-58 . 55 

1914  MS-60 . 39 

1914- D  MS-60.  Pale  reddish  orange  surfaces  re¬ 

sulting  from  an  old  cleaning.  Still  desirable  and, 
of  course,  your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed.  A  “lot 
of  coin  for  the  money.”  . 1,095 

1919-S  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 92 

1921-S  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 179 

1921-S  MS-60 . 95 

1922  No  D.  EF-40,  strong  reverse  (PCGS).  Quite 
rare  at  this  grade  level . 1,695 


1925-1)  MS-60 . 

. 49 

1931-S  EF-45 . 

. 47 

1931-S  EF-40 . 

. 45 

1931-S  VF-30 . 

. 42 

1931-S  VF-20 . 

. 39 

1939  Proof-66  RD  (NGC).  .., 

. 199 

1939  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS). 

From  an  old-time 

cache  of  gem  Proofs . 

. 199 

1940  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  dazzling  gem!  As 
we  go  to  press,  only  five  specimens  remain.  Buy 

one  for  only . 235 

Following  our  purchase  of  an  old-time  cache  of  gem  Proof 
Lincoln  cents  of  the  late  1930s  and  early  1940s,  we  have 
been  deluged  with  orders.  As  we  go  to  press  relatively  few 
remain.  If  you  have  been  seeking  a  really  fine  quality  Proof, 


now  is  your  chance. 

1940  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 89 

1950  Proof-67  RD  (NGC).  First  Proof  date  in  the 
new  series  of  Proofs  after  World  War  II.  ...325 

1972  Doubled  Die.  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 365 

1972  Doubled  Die.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 145 


Tw»-C(int  Pieces 

Two-cent  pieces  are  traditionally  a  series  to  which 
little  attention  has  been  paid.  They  have  come  into 
their  own  during  the  past  several  years,  what  with 
a  couple  of  excellent  new  references  being  available, 
one  by  Frank  Leone  (Longacre’s  Two-Cent  Piece  Die 
Varieties  and  Errors,  1991)  and  Kevin  Flynn  ( Get¬ 
ting  Your  Two  Cents  Worth ,  1994).  The  series  is 
fairly  easy  to  collect,  although  there  are  two  or 
three  challenges,  namely  the  1864  Small  Motto, 


We  travel  to  find  collections. . 


...but  this  is  not  one  of  those  times.  Pictured  here  is  Ray  Merena  on 
a  cellular  phone  call  to  Dave  Bowers  in  distant  Wolfeboro  (above) 
and  John  Babalisat  the  tiller  (at  right)  relaxing  while  vacationing  on 
a  houseboat.  They  recently  traveled  with  their  wives  Pat  and 
Georgie  from  Troy,  NY,  up  the  Hudson  River  and  Champlain  Canal 
to  Whitehall,  NY — famous  as  the  birthplace  of  the  United  States 
Navy.  As  you  can  see  they  were  having  a  grand  of  time. 
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the  1 8^2,  and  the  1 873,  of  which  a  nice  example  of 
the  first  is  ottered  below. 

186-1  Small  Motto.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  The  key 
variety  among  early  two-cent  pieces.  Rare  and  in 
demand.  At  least  50  to  100  times  more  elusive 


than  the  usually-seen  Large  Motto  style . 950 

1865  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 975 

1865  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 425 

1865  AU-55  (PCGS) . 75 

1866  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 550 

1866  AU-58 . 79 

1866  EF-40 . 35 

1868  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 195 

1869  MS-65  RB . 495 

1870  MS-64  BN.  Elusive  so  nice . 315 

1870  MS-63  RB.  Fairly  scarce  in  Mint  State.  265 

1871  MS-65  BN.  Not  easy  to  tind  in  gem  Mint 

State,  yet  priced  at  only . 450 


Nickel  U  Pieces 

Our  offering  of  nickel  three-cent  pieces  is  a  bit 
thin  tor  the  first  decade  of  this  short-lived  denomi¬ 
nation,  but  hits  its  stride  in  a  deluxe  manner  be¬ 
ginning  with  the  rare  1 877.  A  complete  set  of  three- 
cent  pieces  by  date  and  overdate  ( 1887/6)  is  a  pleas¬ 
ing  thing  to  behold.  Use  this  listing  to  add  to  or 
start  your  collection. 

1865  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Im¬ 
portant  as  the  first  year  ol  issue.  If  we  were 
specializing  in  nickel  three-cent  pieces,  we 
would  run,  not  walk,  to  snatch  this  piece  in¬ 
stantly.  However,  the  concept  ol  its  rarity  is  fairly 
subtle,  such  pieces  are  not  in  the  mainstream  of 
investment  activity,  and  few  recognize  their  rar¬ 


ity. . 715 

1872  MS-62  (NGC) . 135 

1874  Proof-65  (NGC) . 895 

1874  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1875  AU-55 . 99 


Gem  1 877  Three  Cents 


1 877  Proof-65  (NGC).  The  key  date  in  the  nickel 
three-cent  piece  series.  This  splendid  coin  is  a 
“high  end”  Proof-65  and  will  satisfy  the  most 
discriminating  buyer.  Few  equivalent  quality 
pieces  exist  anywhere . 2,250 


Splendid  1877  Proof 


1 877  Proof-65  (PC( IS).  Brilliant.  A  second  splen¬ 
did  example  of  this  classic . 2,250 

1878  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  splendid,  glit¬ 


tering  gem.  At  this  price  it  is  well  worth  consid¬ 
ering  this  classic  rare  date  for  your  type  set! .  725 

1878  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  Sec¬ 
ond  only  to  the  1877  in  terms  of  rarity  as  a 
date.  A  superb  gem  Proof,  one  of  the  finest  we 
have  ever  seen!  Quality,  this  is  it!  . 725 

1883  AU-58 . 350 

1884  MS-62 . 650 

1884  VF-20 . 425 

1 886  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Certainly  among 

the  finest  known  examples  of  this  Proof-only 
date . 695 

1887  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  toning. 

Rarest  Proof  nickel  three-cent  piece  of  the  decade, 
and  about  twice  as  rare  as  the  1887/6 .  1,050 

Some  explanation  is  in  order  concerning  the  rarity.  Mint 
records  show  that  2,960  Proofs  were  struck  in  the  year  1 887. 
By  our  observation  we  would  estimate  that  approximately 
1,000  of  these  were  of  the  1887  “Perfect  Date”  as  offered 
here,  with  the  remaining  2000  being  of  the  1887/6.  As  a 
Proof  the  1887  is  even  rarer  than  the  famous  1877,  although 
the  literature  does  not  reflect  this. 

1887  AU-58  (NGC).  A  coin  which  has  had  very 
little,  if  any,  actual  wear;  quite  possibly  an  MS- 
63  coin  with  some  toning.  Seemingly  a  very 
“high  end”  example . 495 

1887  VF-35.  A  notable  rarity  as  a  circulated  busi¬ 
ness  strike.  We  like  the  date  1887,  (as  you  can 
tell!),  and  we  buy  them  whenever  we  see  nice 


ones . 315 

1888  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Very  frosty.  . 475 

1888  MS-63  RD  (ANACS) . 375 

1889  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1889  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Last  year  of  this 

denomination . 325 

1889  MS-64.  Brilliant . 495 


Silver  M  Pieces 

Silver  three-cent  pieces  represent  a  worthwhile 
investigation  as  a  collecting  possibility.  Issues  were 
produced  continuously  from  1851  through  1873  at 
the  Philadelphia  Mint,  with  but  a  single  branch 
mint  issue,  the  1851-0  (New  Orleans)  variety. 
While  some  silver  three-cent  pieces  are  scarce  or 
rare — particularly  dates  after  1862 — none  are  par¬ 
ticularly  high  priced,  and  even  the  rarities  can  be 
purchased  for  less  than  $1 ,000  each,  some  for  less 
than  $500,  depending  upon  the  grade.  For  some 
strange  reason,  we  have  none  of  the  more  plentiful 
Type  I  coins  (1851-1853)  in  stock  as  we  go  to  press, 
but  we  do  have  some  very  nice  scarcer,  later  issues! 
(We  can  never  predict  what  we  will  be  buying  or 
offering  next!) 

1856  AU-55.  Lightly  struck  as  usual.  Somewhat 
scarce  as  a  date,  significantly  more  so  than 
1854.  Unappreciated  in  the  marketplace.  .295 
1  858  MS-63  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden  gray  ton¬ 
ing.  Although  most  1858  trimes  are  lightly 
struck,  the  present  piece  is  somewhat  of  an  ex¬ 
ception  and  is  much  sharper  than  normally 

seen .  .  745 

1858  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Highly  lustrous. 
Quite  scarce  at  this  grade  level  and,  in  our  opin¬ 
ion,  somewhat  underpriced  at  . 325 


1859  EF-40 . 65 

1861  MS-65  (NGC).  Very  lustrous  and  frosty. 

Attractive  delicate  golden  toning . 995 

1862/1  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Popu¬ 
lar  overdate  variety. . 1,195 

1863  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  rarity  in  this 
grade  level.  Graded  MS-63,  but  probably  if  you 
were  to  grade  it  MS-64  few  would  contest  it;  in 

other  words,  this  is  a  very  nice  MS-63 . 995 

1868  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  just  a  hint  of 
light  toning  on  the  obverse.  This  1868  is  par¬ 
ticularly  choice  and  beautiful.  If  you  could  Find 
1 0  Proofs  at  the  Proof-65  level  and  put  them  side 
by  side,  this  would  be  at  the  top  of  the  list  in 
terms  of  quality  and  aesthetic  appeal . 1 ,695 

1868  MS-63  (NGC).  Gray  and  lilac  toning.  Very 

rare  date,  and  in  business  strike  form  far  rarer 
than  in  Proof  format . 1,795 

1869  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 675 

1870  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  The  1870 

is  always  in  the  limelight  as  a  rare  date,  joining 
in  this  regard  the  other  silver  three-cent  pieces 
of  this  era . 495 

1871  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 725 

1871  AU-58  (PCGS).  Ever-popular  rare  date.  550 
1871  EF-45.  Warmly  toned  in  varied  blue,  gold, 

and  gray.  Only  4,360  trimes  were  coined  dur¬ 
ing  the  year,  one  of  the  lowest  production  fig¬ 


ures  in  the  series . 459 

1871  EF-40.  A  rarity. . 435 


1871  VF-25  (PCGS).  Golden  toning.  Rare.  ..415 

Nickel  Pieces 

Shield  Nickels 

Our  of  fering  of  Shield  nickels  includes  a  particu¬ 
larly  notable  Proof  1 866,  an  “economy”  version  of 
the  rare  1877,  and  other  desiderata. 

Gem  Proof-65  1866  5*f 


1866  Rays.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  ex¬ 

ample  having  sharp  frosty  devices  and  glittering 
mirror  Fields.  A  winner  from  any  angle!  You  can 
search  a  year  and  not  Find  the  equal  of  this  one! 
High  numerical  grade  and  high  aesthetic  appeal 
combined.  You’ll  really  like  having  this  in  your 
collection!  Shield  nickels  with  reverse  rays  were 
coined  in  1866  and  1867  only  and  consequently 
are  eagerly  sought  by  type  collectors . 4,650 

Proof  1866  Shield  nickels  were  not  ready  at  the  Mint 
until  the  summer  of  the  year,  by  which  time  many  Proof  sets 
had  been  sold  without  this  denomination.  The  Mint  made 
an  offer  to  supply  single  Proof  1866  nickels  for  10  cents 
apiece,  but  many  earlier  purchasers  of  sets  did  not  respond. 

1867  Rays.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  especially  nice 

example.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  One  can’t  have 
too  many  of  this  sort  of  coin  in  stock! . 869 
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structure  were  deeded  by  the  federal  government  as 
a  gift  to  the  state  of  Oregon.  In  1 889  the  building, 
which  had  been  vacant  in  the  meantime,  was  pur¬ 
chased  by  local  investors.  In  later  years  it  was  used 
by  a  variety'  of  businesses  including  a  milling  com¬ 
pany.  In  1943  the  structure  was  extensively  dam¬ 
aged  by  fire,  after  which  it  was  derelict  until  it  was 
rebuilt  in  1947.  Beginning  in  1959  it  was  owned  by 
Ralph’s  Transfer  &  Storage  Co. 

It  is  worth  noting  that  in  the  late  19th  century  a 
gold  rush  of  sorts  took  place  in  the  eastern  reaches 
of  Oregon,  by  which  time  The  Dalles  Mint  had 
been  forgotten.  The  focus  of  the  later  excitement 
was  Baker  City,  which  in  1 907  issued  an  estimated  1 00  two-ounce 
In  your  Rare  Coin  Review  for  Sept./Oct.  1996  on  gold  ingots  or  buttons,  a  specimen  of  which  we  offered  in  the 

page  50  in  “A  Bit  of  Mint  History”  you  mention  Eliasberg  Collection  Sale,  1996,  Lot  386,  with  a  bit  of  historical 

a  Mint  in  Dalles  City,  Oregon,  for  the  coinage  of  information,  which  we  reprint  herewith: 


Question  & 
?  Answer  Forum 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


gold  and  silver.  Did  it  ever  mint  anything?  If  so,  how  can  I 
learn  about  its  coins? 

I  personally  don’t  like  tarnished  coins,  and  am  therefore 
pleased  at  their  reduction  in  price  when  cleaned.  I  would 
rather  buy  a  bright,  cleaned  coin  than  a  tarnished,  uncleaned 
one.  Is  there  any  sort  of  rule  of  thumb  as  to  a  reduction  in  price 
of  a  coin  processed  by  various  cleaning  agents?  Dipping? 
Cleaning  with  toothpaste,  Comet,  brass  or  silver  polish? 
Whizzing?  I  have  an  1891-S  Liberty  Seated  dime  in  a  PCI  red 
label  slab  holder  that  is  marked  as  having  been  “Whizzed.”  I 
don’t  know  how  to  put  a  value  on  whizzed  and  cleaned  coins, 
and  wonder  if  you  can  help.  Is  it  a  case  of  what  someone  will 
pay?  Or,  is  there  an  authority  I  can  turn  to?  — R.E.S. 

A  (Somewhat  belated  answer,  but  we  have  a  large  back¬ 
log  of  questions  here!):  Although  the  idea  of  establish¬ 
ing  a  mint  at  the  Oregon  town  known  as  The  Dalles 
was  considered,  no  such  mint  ever  opened.  However,  it  was  not  for 
lack  of  trying. 

Gold  and  silver  were  found  in  quantity  in  Oregon  in  the  1 860s, 
and  it  was  desired  to  have  a  government 
facility  where  these  precious  metals  could  be  bH BH  BB 

assayed  and  refined.  The  nearest  coinage 
facility  was  at  San  Francisco,  many  hun¬ 
dreds  of  miles  away,  over  rugged  terrain. 

On  July  4,  1864,  the  38th  Congress 
approved  legislation  titled  “An  Act  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  Branch  Mint  of  the  United  States  at 
Dalles  City  in  the  state  of  Oregon  for  the 
coinage  of  gold  and  silver.”  Although  coin¬ 
age  was  hoped  for,  the  immediate  function 
of  the  intended  facility  was  to  be  a  deposi¬ 
tory  for  public  funds  and  as  an  issuer  of 
drafts  and  certificates  of  deposit.  $100,000 
was  voted  for  its  construction. 

In  1869,  work  on  the  mint  building 
commenced  on  a  block  bounded  by  Madi¬ 
son  (to  the  west),  Second  (north),  Monroe 

(east),  and  Third  (south)  streets.  Fate  was  _ _ _ _ _ 

not  kind,  and  in  1871  the  structure,  still 
being  worked  on,  was  ravaged  by  fire.  The  mess  was  cleaned  up, 
and  work  resumed.  However,  it  was  soon  realized  that  the  boom 
times  of  the  1860s  had  ended,  and  local  hills  and  valleys  were 
yielding  less  precious  metal  than  before.  In  1875  the  site  and 


We  invite  readers  (and 
Internet  browsers,  too)  to 
submit  questions  relating 
to  American  numismatics, 
Q.  David  Bowers  will  do 
his  best  to  answer  them  in 
this  column.  We  devote 
this  issue  to  a  pair  of 
questions  from  a  single 
reader. 


Historical  background:  In  1906-1907  the  annual  reported 
gold  production  in  Oregon  amounted  to  over  $1  million  annu¬ 
ally,  as  it  had  for  some  time  before.  Within  the  state  there  were 
about  280  producing  mines  of  which  about  200  were  placers 
(pronounced  "plassers”;  these  were  gold  flakes  and  nuggets  found 
in  stream  beds  and  ancient  alluvial  deposits).  Baker  County  was 
the  most  productive  in  terms  of  value  of  gold  obtained,  with  most 
of  the  metal  coming  from  quartz  and  other  siliceous  ores.  Jackson 
County  had  the  most  placer  deposits.  In  Baker  County  districts 
included  Austin,  Baker,  Burnt  River,  Cable  Cove,  Clarks  Creek, 
Connor  Creek,  Cornucopia,  Cracker  Creek,  Durkee,  Geiser, 
Paddy  Creek,  Rye  Valley,  Sumpter,  Virtue,  and  Weatherbee. 
Oregon  gold  production  was  not  the  stuff  of  which  adventure 
stories  were  made,  and  while  the  larger  strikes  in  California  and 
the  Klondike  captured  the  public’s  imagination,  little  national 
press  was  given  to  the  Baker  County  deposits.  Today,  gold  is  still 
to  be  found  there,  and  in  1978  the  author  visited  a  derelict  gold 
dredge  which  had  operated  at  Sumpter  a  few  years  earlier. 

The  Baker  City  ingots  of  1907:  The  following  account 
appeared  in  The  Numismatist,  March  1908: 

“Gold  Coins  of  Home  Manufacture 
Circulate  in  Baker  City. 

“Baker  City,  in  Eastern  Oregon,  is  noth¬ 
ing  if  nor  original.  When  currency  became 
somewhat  scarce  in  other  parts  of  the  country 
[during  the  financial  recession  of  1 907] ,  the 
whole  thing  was  treated  as  a  huge  joke  by  the 
business  men  of  that  part  of  the  state.  The 
banks  went  right  along payingout  ‘real  money’ 
to  their  depositors  as  if  a  scarcity  of circulating 
medium  was  the  least  of  their  troubles,  and 
looking  over  the  gold  bearing  hills  of  the 
surrounding  landscape,  ejaculated.  '.Ah,  ha,’ 
if  not,  ‘oh  ho.  At  least  that  is  the  way  the 
average  Bakerite  puts  the  case,  now  that  the 
rest  of  the  state  has  caught  its  breath  and 
things  financial  are  again  normal. 

“A  week  or  two  after  the  'squeeze  was 
in  full  blast  two  or  three  Baker  City  citizens 
conceived  the  idea  of  issuing  ‘gold  cur¬ 
rency’  on  their  own  hook,  and  evolved  a  plan  of  manufacturing 
2-ounce  slugs,  or  buttons,  of  native  gold,  which,  of  course,  could 
not  bear  the  stamp  of  the  government,  but  could  be  worth  their 
weight  just  the  same.  Fred  Mellis,  a  mine  owner,  and  James 
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Howard,  ex-president  of  the  bank  at  Sumpter,  are  said  to  be  responsible 
tor  a  design  used  on  these  slugs,  a  number  of  which  were  hammered  out 
of  pure  gold  and  which  weighed  somewhere  near  two  ounces.  The  effect 
of  having  these  slugs  passed  around  Baker  city  had  a  good  effect  on  the 
people,  for  the  natural  inference  was  produced  that  as  long  as  the  mines 
ot  Eastern  Oregon  could  produce  the  precious  metal  in  $20  chunks  there 
was  not  need  ot  getting  alarmed  over  a  scarcity  of  circulating  medium. 

“W.G.  Ayers,  the  ‘sheep  king”  of  Baker  County,  who  is  a  visitor  in 
Portland,  has  one  of  these  buttons  which  he  bought  at  its  weighing  in  value 
and  a  trifle  over,  desiring  to  hold  it  as  a  souvenir  commemorative  of  the  faith 
the  people  of  his  section  of  the  state  entertain  of  their  ability  to  meet 
emergencies. 

“The  obverse  has  the  words  stamped  into  it  with  a  stencil  die,  ‘Baker 
City,  OR.,  2  Ounces,’  and  the  reverse  the  words,  ‘In  Gold  We  Trust.  ” 
Further  regarding  official  United  States  mints  that  never  minted  any 
coins,  in  1862  the  federal  government  purchased  the  assaying,  refining, 
and  coining  facilities  of  the  Denver  firm,  Clark,  Gruber  &  Co.  The  facility 
was  henceforth  known  as  the  Denver  Mint,  but  struck  no  coins.  Years  later 


in  1906,  when  the  Denver  Mint  became  a  coin-striking  reality,  a  new 
building  at  another  location  was  used. 

Back  to  the  subject  of  The  Dalles  Mint,  had  this  become  a  reality, 
perhaps  a  D  mintmark  would  have  been  used,  for  at  that  time  the 
Dahlonega  Mint  in  Georgia,  which  had  used  the  D  letter  from  1838  to 
1861,  was  defunct. 

Now,  to  your  second  question,  about  the  value  of  cleaned,  whizzed, 
etc.,  coins: 

There  are  no  rules  as  to  valuing  such  pieces.  In  general,  I  feel  that  a  coin 
that  appears  to  be,  say,  MS-65,  but  is  really  not,  but  has  been  whizzed 
(treated  with  a  wire  brush  or  other  device  to  give  “mint  lustre”)  is  probably 
worth  the  value  of  a  VF  or  EF  coin,  or  possibly  AU.  The  market  for  such 
pieces  is  limited.  Thus,  a  deep  discount  is  indicated. 

With  regard  to  coins  that  have  been  dipped,  if  carefully  done  this  can 
enhance  the  value  of  a  coin.  The  Photograde  book  gives  some  valuable  tips 
in  this  regard.  Dipping  is  not  to  be  confused  with  “cleaning,”  the  latter 
usually  being  associated  with  the  removal  of  metal  from  a  coin  by  friction, 
polishing,  etc. 


Golden  News  from  Florida 


Warren  C.,  a  Florida  reader,  wrote  to  say  that  he  is  enjoying  his  copy  of 
a  recently  purchased  book,  to  enclose  a  newspaper  clipping,  and  to  comment 
on  coin  collecting.  Excerpts: 

“I  enjoy  having  your  autograph  on  my  copies  of  American  Coin 
Treasures  and  Hoards  and  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Kingof Coins.  Needless 
to  say  both  books  have  been  devoured  with  pleasure — enclosed  is  my 
order  for  more  ‘food  for  the  mind.'  [Editor’s  comment:  I’ll  gladly 
autograph  books  if  asked;  just  request  this  when  you  place  your  order.] 

“Along  that  vein,  I  am  enclosing  an  article  from  the  St.  Petersburg 
Times  of  July  24,  1997.  It  is  truly  amazing  what  people  lose  track  of. 
Would  have  been  even  more  interesting  if  the  hoard  had  been  18th- 
century  gold,  but  maybe  in  the  next  old  house... 

“I  began  collecting  coins  at  five  years  old  when  my  father  gave  me  an 
1893  Liberty  Head  $5  gold  piece  that  he  purchased  from  a  vest  pocket 
dealer  in  Lynn,  MA.  My  older  sister  recalls  that  my  dad  got  slightly  upset 
when  I  left  that  coin  on  the  counter  of  the  variety  store  which  he  owned 
(yes,  43  years  later  I  still  have  that  coin).  My  father  never  bought  another 
coin  for  me,  but  did  allow  me  to  go  through  the  change  received  in  that 
store  and  in  a  slightly  later  owned  General  Store  in  North  Rochester, 
NH.  What  fun  it  was  filling  those  Whitman  folders!  Later  (in  the  mid 
’60s)  I  would  take  my  paycheck  to  the  bank  every  Friday  and  cash  it  for 
silver  dollars,  still  attempting  to  ‘fill  the  holes.’ 

“I  look  forward  to  receiving  the  new  books  I  have  just  ordered  and 
to  bidding  with  enthusiasm  in  your  upcoming  Dr.  Boyd  Hayward 
auction  sale.  Will  I  be  enthusiastic  enough  with  my  bids?  Guess  I’ll  have 
to  wait  and  see!” 

The  aforementioned  article  from  the  Florida  paper  bore  the  byline  of 
G.G.  Rigsby  and  was  titled  “Inspectors  Turn  Up  Golden  Amenities.”  It 
was  related  that  John  Belinc  and  his  son,  John  II,  have  inspected 
thousands  of  houses  in  the  Tampa  Bay  area  over  a  span  of  years. 

But  the  inspection  at  9059  Baywood  Park  Drive,  in  the  town  ofSeminole, 
on  July  1  turned  into  one  they  would  always  remember  when  they  found  two 
cans  filled  with  gold  coins  worth  about  $260,000  hidden  in  a  wall.  The  cans 
were  stashed  behind  a  panel  that  provides  access  to  plumbing  for  the  master 
bedroom  bathtub.  ‘The  only  thing  they  usually  find  are  termites,”  said  Mary 


Kottich,  a  real  estate  agent  with  Century  21  Mills  First,  Inc.  in  Seminole.  “It 
was  a  nice  change." 

Kottich  represented  the  person  trying  to  buy  the  house.  That  person  hired 
the  Belincs,  who  own  Diamond  Building  Inspections  in  Clearwater.  She  said 
the  sale  didn’t  go  through,  but  not  because  of  a  lack  of  hidden  treasure. 

Each  ol  the  Krugerrands,  gold  coins  from  South  Africa,  weighs  one 
ounce.  They  had  dates  from  the  1970s  and  were  in  plastic  cases,  said  the 
elder  Belinc,  49. 

Each  coin  would  be  worth  about  $325,  said  Andy  Pappacoda,  owner  of 
Florida  Coin  &  Jewelry  in  Clearwater.  With  the  two  tins  weighing  about  25 
pounds  each,  the  total  value  could  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  $260,000. 

“It’s  hard  to  believe  people  would  lose  track  of  them,”  Pappacoda  said. 

Belinc  says  he  and  his  son,  who  is  28,  immediately  called  Kottich  and  her 
husband,  Chuck,  who  work  as  a  sales  team.  Chuck  Kottich  said  he  called  Jeff 
Graves,  the  real  estate  agent  for  the  seller  of  the  house. 

Chuck  Kottich  said  he  and  Graves  arrived  at  the  house  about  the  same  time, 
and  that  he  inspected  the  coins  before  Graves  signed  a  receipt  and  took  them. 

Graves,  who  works  for  Prudential  Florida  Realty,  declined  comment 
Wednesday. 

The  senior  Belinc  said  he  turned  over  the  coins  with  the  understanding 
that  they  would  be  delivered  to  the  owner  of  the  house. 

Public  records  list  the  owner  of  the  house  as  Frances  C.  Baschab  of  1349 
Dartford  Drive  in  East  Lake.  Records  also  indicate  she  now  has  a  different  last 
name  and  may  have  moved  to  another  state.  She  could  not  be  reached  for  comment. 

The  senior  Belinc  says  house  inspectors  often  are  left  alone  in  vacant 
houses  or  even  in  houses  that  still  contain  people’s  possessions. 

“There’s  a  lot  of  responsibility,”  he  said. 

Belinc  says  during  another  house  inspection  a  couple  of  years  ago,  he 
found  $2,200  in  cash.  That  also  was  stashed  behind  the  panel  hiding  bathtub 
plumbing.  And  he  says  he  once  found  some  jewelry  hidden  behind  an 
electrical  outlet  that  wasn’t  working. 

In  both  cases,  he  returned  the  valuables  to  the  real  estate  agents  or  the 
homeowners. 

“I  have  nothing  but  the  highest  respect  for  that  inspector,’’  Chuck  Kottich 
said.  “I  know  him  to  be  that  kind  of  person." 
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F1VE-CENT  PIECES 


1867  Rays.  AU-58  (NGC) . 249 

1867  Rays.  EF-45 . 169 

1867  Without  Rays.  EF-40 . 75 

1867  Without  Rays.  VF-30 . 60 

1868  EF-40 . 35 

1869  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning.  ...  159 
1874  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Exceptionally  bold 

strike . 465 

1876  EF-40 . 79 

18^7  Proof-45  (PCGS).  A  Proof  coin  that  spent  a 
year  or  two  in  circulation.  An  opportunity  to 
acquire  an  inexpensive  (relatively  speaking)  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  famous  rarity.  . 1 ,295 

1878  Proof-62.  Proof-only  date;  always  in  de¬ 
mand .  575 

1881  MS-62  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  just  a 

whisper  of  light  golden  toning.  Remarkable  for 
its  low  business  strike  mintage,  one  of  the  low¬ 
est  o(  the  five-cent  denomination . 625 

1882  MS-65  (NGC).  Pale  champagne  iridescence. 
A  delightful  example.  The  devices  are  sharp  and 
the  Helds  have  a  texture  intermediate  between 


satiny  and  prooflike . 625 

1882  EF-40 . 35 

1883/2  EF-40.  Much  scarcer  than  the  “perfect 

date”  1883.  A  nice  example . 249 

1883  Shield.  MS-65- (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 

1883  Shield.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575 

1883  Shield.  MS-63.  Attractive  light  iridescent 

toning . 215 

1883  Shield.  EF-40 . 42 


Liberty  lleatl  \ii  kHs 

Use  this  listing  to  add  some  really  nice  Liberty 
Head  nickels  to  your  present  collection,  or  to  make 
a  fine  start  in  this  specialty. 

1883  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A 
very  interesting  coin  with  a  story,  certainly  one 


of  the  most  romantic  of  all  United  States  is¬ 
sues,  and  with  a  market  price  in  beautiful  gem 
grade  of  only . 285 

1883  With  CENTS.  EF-45 . 44 

1 884  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty. . 825 

1884  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  indescribably 

beautiful  light  golden  toning . 825 

1884  AU-58 . 95 

1887  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  gold  toning.650 

1889  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 525 

1893  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  gold  surfaces . 695 

1893  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1896  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning.  Rec¬ 
ognized  as  one  of  the  scarcer  dates  of  the 

era .  245 

1904  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 435 

1908  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Splendid,  and  a 
low  Proof  mintage,  too!  Just  acquired . 650 

1911  MS-64  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 139 

1912  Proof-65  (NGC).  Last  regularly  collectible 

date  of  the  type.  Low  Proof  mintage,  too!  Bril¬ 
liant . 565 

1912  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  beautiful,  and 

rare . 565 

1912-D  MS-63.  Light  gray  and  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing.  Quite  inexpensive  on  todays  market,  in 

our  opinion .  335 

1912-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper 
of  attractive  golden  toning.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  of  this  low-mintage  issue,  recognized  as  a 
key  Liberty  nickel  from  virtually  the  year  it  was 
minted.  However,  not  many  people  collected 
them  back  then,  and  relatively  few  were  saved. 
The  great  interest  in  collecting  Liberty  nickels 
by  date  and  mintmark  did  not  arise  until  the 
flourishing  of  Wayte  Raymond’s  album  busi¬ 
ness  in  the  1930s.  Today,  the  1912-S  in  any 

grade  is  in  strong  demand . 1 ,300 

All  authentic  1912-S  nickels  are  struck  from  a  bulged 
obverse  die,  an  easy  way  to  tell  if  they  are  genuine. 


Iliiflalo  \i(  kHs 

If  Buffalo  nickels  are  your  specialty  and  quality  is 
important,  you’ve  come  to  the  right  place!  No  won¬ 
der  that  we  are  headquarters  for  connoisseurs  in 
this  field,  for  we  are  just  as  “picky"  as  we  expect 
you  to  be. 

When  we  purchase  Buffalo  nickels,  a  great  deal  of 
effort  is  involved.  It  is  popular  in  the  current  mar¬ 
ket  for  PCGS,  NGC,  and  ANACS  to  simply  assign 
a  number  such  as  MS-63,  MS-64,  or  whatever,  to 
a  coin — that’s  it.  This  number  says  nothing  about 
whether  a  coin  is  sharply  or  weakly  struck,  whether 
it  has  planchet  defects,  or  whether  it  is  lustrous  and 
attractive,  or  stained,  spotted,  and  ugly.  We  sup¬ 
pose  that  if  one  could  simply  rely  upon  numbers, 
there  would  not  be  much  need  for  professional 
numismatists.  The  truth  is  diametrically  opposite: 
Professional  numismatists  are  in  greater  need  than 
ever  before,  to  sort  out  the  wheat  from  the  chaff. 

For  some  Buffalo  nickels,  particularly  Denver 
and  San  Francisco  issues  of  the  teens  and  1 920s,  we 
may  have  to  look  at  a  couple  dozen  coins  in  order 
to  select  just  one  that  fits  our  requirements  for  cor¬ 
rect  numerical  grade,  for  decent  strike,  and  for  a 
generous  quotient  of  eye  appeal. 

Our  stock  is  quite  possibly  the  finest  in  existence 
anywhere,  and  consists  of  many  worthwhile  pieces. 
We  know  you  will  be  delighted  with  each  and  ev¬ 
ery  coin  you  order. 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light 


golden  toning.  Very  attractive . 450 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 195 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant .  195 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 630 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 285 


On  Counterstamps  and  Large  Cents 


On  October  29,  1 994,  your  editor  gave  a 
presentation  at  the  Coinage  of  the  Americas 
Conference  at  the  American  Numismatic 
Society,  New  York  City.  The  subject  was 
counterstamped  coins,  focusing  on  large 
cents.  Later,  the  American  Numismatic  So¬ 
ciety  published  a  book  containing  the  con¬ 
ference  proceedings,  The  Token:  America’s 
Other  Money.  Seeking  to  illustrate  the  refer¬ 
ence  I  depicted  a  very  nice  1 793  Wreath  large 
cent.  I  also  explained  the  bold  counterstamp 
on  the  obverse.  In  fact,  my  caption  went  as 
follows:  “Whomever  he  may  have  been, 
B.R.ADBUB,  who  carefully  put  his  hall¬ 
mark  on  the  obverse  of  this  1793  Wreath 
cent,  adding  an  eagle  motif  for  good  mea¬ 
sure,  was  probably  not  a  numismatist!  The 
style  of  the  hallmark  indicates  that  he  was 


probably  a  worker  in  soft  metal,  a  silversmith 
or  pewterer.” 

Nowcomesaletterfromjohn  M.  Kleeberg, 
Curator  at  the  American  Numismatic  Soci¬ 
ety,  who  had  the  following  to  say: 

“There  has  been  something  1  have  been 
meaning  to  write  to  you  about  ever  since  I 
saw  your  article  in  the  COAC  volume,  The 
Token:  America ’s  Other  Money,  and  it  is  this. 
The  counterstamp  B.R.ADBUB  on  the  1 793 
Wreath  in  your  article,  photograph  number 
1,  page  number  95,  is  not  really  done  by 
someone  called  ADBUB.  It  is  really 
BRADBURY,  not  wholly  struck  up-if  you 
look  at  the  photograph  carefully  you  can  see 
a  little  bit  of  the  top  left  part  of  the  Y.  The 
counterstamp  corresponds  to  the 
counterstamp  listed  as  Brunk  4785,  which 


Brunk  attributes  to  Theophilus  Bradbury, 
a  silversmith  of  Newburyport,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  who  died  in  1 803.  I  suspect  that  your 
coin  is  the  basis  for  the  listing  for  Brunk 
395,  which  now  disappears,  since  it  is 
really  identical  with  Brunk  4785. 

“I  am  sure  other  people  would  have 
figured  this  out  sooner  or  later,  but  it 
became  a  lot  easier  once  your  article  was 
published  with  the  excellent  enlarged  pho¬ 
tographs  by  Cathy  Dumont.  1  know  you 
are  an  extremely  prolific  writer  on  all  mat¬ 
ters  of  numismatics,  but  I  think  that  your 
books  and  articles  on  counterstamps  (e.g. 
the  books  on  Dr.  Wilkins  and  on  the 
Waterford  Water  Cure)  are  your  best  work. 
When  one  truly  loves  an  area,  it  comes 
through  in  one’s  work. 
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FIVE-CENT  PIECES 


Superb  1913-S  Type  II  Nickel 


1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Very 
sharply  struck  with  attractive  golden  surfaces. 
This  is  an  important  “condition  rarity”  among 
Buffalo  nickels . 3,650 


Of  the  basic  dates  and  mintmarks,  the  1913-S  Type  II 
years  ago  was  considered  to  be  one  of  the  top  two  or  three 
“key”  issues,  but  today,  although  it  remains  as  rare  as  ever,  it 
is  somewhat  overlooked.  Publicity  does  change  as  genera¬ 
tions  of  collectors  come  and  go  and  different  things  are  em¬ 
phasized.  Whenever  we  see  a  nice  1 9 1 3-S  Type  1 1  we  buy  it, 
but  despite  being  rather  aggressive  in  this  regard,  we  usually 
have  no  specimens  at  all  in  stock  or,  at  most,  a  handful  in 
different  high  grades. 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-64.  Brilliant. 
Another  lovely  Buffalo.  Guaranteed  to 


please . 975 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-63  (PCGS)  Brilliant 

with  delicate  toning.  A  beauty!  . 595 

1914  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350 


1914-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  very  lus¬ 


trous . 465 

1915  MS-65  (NGC) . 265 


1915  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  lightly  toned 


surfaces . 265 

1915  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 


1915-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  A 
splendid  specimen  of  an  issue  which  is  fairly 
difficult  to  find  once  you  go  looking  for 
them .  525 

1915- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  Very 

elusive  in  this  high  grade  and  in  the  quality  of 
the  example  here  offered.  A  splendid  item  for 
the  connoisseur . 1,150 

1916- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pleasing  golden  toning. 

Nice  strike! . 550 

1917  MS-64.  Brilliant . 185 

1917  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 185 

1917- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  A 

splendid  specimen  of  an  issue  which  can  be 
called  rare  at  this  grade  level . 935 

1917-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  gold  ton¬ 
ing . 719 

1917-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  golden 
toning . 719 

1918  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  A  very 

nice  strike . 499 


1  91  8-1)  MS-64  (NGC).  Delicately  toned.  A  su¬ 
perb  strike,  and  worthy  of  close  attention  and 
interest  for  this  fact,  in  addition  to  its  qual¬ 
ity  as  an  MS-64.  If  you  could  find  10  speci¬ 
mens  of  the  1918-D  Buffalo  nickel  in  MS- 


64  grade  and  line  them  up  in  a  row,  we  ex¬ 
pect  this  would  be  at  the  head  of  the  group, 
quality-wise!  A  find  for  the  connoisseur  and 

specialist . 2,295 

1918-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Medium  gold  and  iri¬ 
descent  toning.  One  of  the  most  aesthetically 
pleasing  examples  we  have  ever  seen  of  the  1918- 
D.  Interesting  obverse  die  break . 1,250 

On  the  obverse  is  a  prominent  die  break,  a  very  unusual 
feature  that  lends  value  and  interest  (but  we  are  not  charging 
any  premium  for  this);  a  piece  that  will  attract  wide  atten¬ 


tion  among  Buffalo  nickel  specialists. 

1918-D  MS-62.  Light  golden  toning . 695 

1918-D  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  nice  combi¬ 
nation  of  high  grade  and  low  price . 495 


Gorgeous  191 9-D  Nickel 


1919-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  attractive 
light  golden  toning.  This  gorgeous  1919-D  is 
one  of  the  nicest  examples  we  have  had  in  re¬ 
cent  years.  An  opportunity  for  the  connoisseur 
to  acquire  a  truly  outstanding  piece,  a  Buffalo 
nickel  that  will  be  displayed  with  pleasure  for 
many  years  to  come . 2,450 


Gem  1919-S  Nickel 


1919-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper 
of  toning.  A  splendid  coin  of  gem  quality;  one 
of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen  or  handled,  a 
coin  that  outranks  some  we’ve  seen  graded  as 
MS-65!  If  quality  is  your  forte,  you'll  really 
enjoy  having  this  as  a  centerpiece  in  your  col¬ 
lection . 4,895 

Notable  Mint  State  1920-S  Nickel 


1920-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Wonderful  lustre  with  ton¬ 
ing  in  blue  and  gold.  Very  attractive.  A  superb 
strike  for  a  1920-S.  Quality  such  as  this  is  very 
difficult  to  find.  A  true  prize  from  among  our 
recent  acquisitions,  this  1920-S  will  delight  the 
connoisseur  and  advanced  numismatist.  Cer¬ 
tainly,  this  variety  in  this  grade  is  one  of  the  key 
issues  to  completing  a  Buffalo  nickel  set.  4,1  50 
1921  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 


Superb  MS-65  1921-S  5C 


1921-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  delightful  example  and 
certainly  one  of  the  finest  we’ve  had  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  offer  in  recent  times.  The  surfaces  are 
satiny  and  most  design  features  are  bold.  Deli¬ 
cately  toned  in  pastel  golden  brown  dnd  gray, 
with  hints  of  pale  blue  at  the  obverse  rim.  The 
1921-S  is  an  important  condition  rarity  at  the 
MS-65  level . 4,750 


Gem  1921-S  Nickel 


1921-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper 
of  delicate  toning.  A  coin  that  has  it  all:  high 
grade,  nice  strike,  and,  equally  important,  su¬ 
perb  aesthetic  appeal.  A  true  “wonder  coin”  for 

the  Buffalo  nickel  specialist . 3,465 

1923-S  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant  with  a  nuance 

of  toning.  Highly  lustrous . 695 

1923-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  ..695 
1923-S  AU-58  (NGC) . 365 

Memorable  1924-S  Nickel 


1924-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  light 
toning,  a  far  above  average  strike,  and  superb  eye 
appeal.  A  tremendous  “find”  for  the  specialist 
and  connoisseur.  This  MS-64  piece,  very  nicely 
struck,  is  worth  more  in  our  opinion  (although 
we  are  not  charging  more),  than  an  MS-65  or 
MS-66  piece  of  average  strike  would  be  worth. 
Quality  comes  to  the  forefront  with  this  coin, 
and  if  you  want  a  gem,  this  is  it! . 5,650 


Outstanding  1924-S  Nickel 


1924-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
delicate  toning.  One  of  the  rarest  of  all  Buffalo 
nickels  at  this  grade  level.  A  great  find  lor  the 
specialist  who  wants  a  high-grade  piece  at  a  rela 
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tively  low  (considering  the  variety)  price.  Both 
considerations  come  together  nicely  in  this  coin. 
Probably  worth  more  than  the  price  we  ask, 
which  is  only . 3,150 

1924- S  EF-40  (ANACS) . 1*295 

1925- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Far  above  average  strike. 

Remarkable  for  its  quality,  and  in  this  condi¬ 
tion,  rare. . 1,850 

1 925-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  very 
beautiful.  Delicate  iridescent  toning.  An  out¬ 
standing  specimen,  an  especially  nice  strike,  of 
one  of  the  key  issues  (in  this  grade)  in  the  Buf¬ 
falo  series.  Another  splendid  coin,  another  find 
for  the  specialist . 1,850 


Superb  Mint  State  1926-S  Rarity 


1926- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  great  find!  A  splendid 
coin  with  light  rose  and  golden  toning,  a  won¬ 
derful  example  of  this  key  date  and  mintmark — 
a  variety  which  i$  traditionally  one  of  the  very 
last  to  be  acquired  in  a  specialized  collection. 
This  piece  is  certainly  one  of  the  finest  Buffalo 
nickels  of  any  date  or  mintmark  to  come  on  the 
market  in  recent  times.  How  lucky  we  are  to 
have  it  in  stock,  and  how  lucky  you  are  to  have 
the  chance  to  purchase  it.  Certainly,  this  will 
be  the  centerpiece  of  a  fine  collection. .  1 0,525 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS) . 185 

1927- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Beautiful  light  iridescent 

toning . 575 


Beautiful  Gem  1928-S  5<f 


1928-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  blue  and 
iridescent  toning  over  sharply  struck,  lustrous 
surfaces.  A  very  difficult  issue  to  find  at  this 
grade  level,  although  the  issue  is  relatively  avail¬ 
able  in  lower  grades.  A  great  find  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur  and  specialist . 4,950 

1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  centers 
with  wisps  of  blue  and  gold  at  the  borders.  The 
fields  have  a  texture  intermediate  between  sat¬ 
iny  and  prooflike,  an  unusual  feature  for  the 
era.  A  splendid  coin  that  you  will  really  enjoy 


owning .  1,450 

1929-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 370 

1931-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 96 

1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,450 

1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 240 

1934-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 240 


1936  Type  I.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  1  his  is 
one  of  the  earliest  Proofs  made  in  1 936,  and 


has  fields  that  are  somewhat  between  an  earlier 
Matte  Proof  finish  and  the  later  brilliant  or 

mirror  style . 1,050 

1936-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 85 

1936-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1936-S/S  FS5C-020.  Repunched  mintmark.  MS- 

64  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  toning . 295 

1937  Proof-64.  A  lovely  gem  having  sharp  satiny 
devices  and  glittering  mirror  fields.  Golden  gray 
iridescence . 795 

Mint  State  1937-D  3-Legged 


1937-D  3-Legged.  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden 
toning  over  lustrous  surfaces.  One  of  the  nicest 
we  have  ever  seen  or  handled  of  this  curious  die 
anomaly,  sure  to  be  a  showpiece  in  any  collec¬ 


tion . 3,450 

1937-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty.  . 189 

1937-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 35 


1938  Buffalo.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 22 

1938- D  Buffalo.  SPECIAL  PURCHASE:  We've 

just  bought  dozens  and  dozens  of  beautiful, 
brilliant,  lustrous  coins.  Buy  one  choice  MS- 
63  for  $  1 9,  or  squirrel  away  a  little  hoard  of  1 0 
for  just . J72 

■11‘Hi‘isim  Nickels 

1939- D  MS-64.  Brilliant.  SPECIAL  PURCHASE: 

We’ve  just  bought  several  dozen  choice  Mint 
State  examples  of  this  key  date.  Buy  one  for  $45, 
or  a  group  of  1 0  for . 437 

1939-S  MS-63.  Group  of  20  pieces,  the  lot.  .310 

1954-S/D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1954-S/D  Overmintmark.  Fascinating  issue  with 
the  S  mintmark  sharply  visible  over  a  earlier  D! 
Lovely  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ANOTHER 
SPECIAL  PURCHASE:  Good  fortune  was 
with  us,  and  we  purchased  nearly  30  sparkling 
beauties!  Typically  we  do  not  have  even  one  in 
stock!  Now  you  can  buy  a  single  for  $65,  or  a 


group  of  10  for  only  . 599 

1954-S/D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 


This  old  photograph  (circa  1912)  reminds  us  that  many  interesting  printed  things 
will  be  coming  your  way  during  the  next  12  months.  As  a  suhscriher  to  the  Rare  Coin 
Review  and  our  other  periodicals,  your  mailbox  will  he  chock  full  of  fascinating 
items — listings  of  coins  for  sale,  auction  catalogues,  and  more — all  for  a  subscription 
price  of  only  $95  to  U.S.  addresses.  The  beauty  part  is  that  these  same  publications  cost 
us  over  twice  this  amount  to  produce  and  bring  to  you!  If  there  is  a  better  bargain  in 
numismatics  than  our  subscription  rate,  we  have  yet  to  hear  of  it. 
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Basics  and  Beyond 

by  Mike  Thorne 

Book  Holds  Untapped  Stories 

Treasures  and  hoards  make  for  interesting  reading 


The  following  review  appeared  in  the 
November  1997  issue  of  Coins  magazine. 

In  February  1996,  I  previewed  a  book 
byQ.  David  Bowers,  American  Coin  Trea¬ 
sures  and  Hoards.  My  preview  was  based 
on  some  unassembled  pages  I  received 
from  the  publisher,  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries,  Inc.,  Box  1224,  Wolfeboro, 
NH  03894.  As  good  as  I  thought  the 
book  would  be  from  my  review  of  this 
early  material,  the  reality  was  even  better. 

To  give  you  a  feel  for  what  is  contained 
in  the  book’s  436  8-l/2x  11  -inch  pages, 
I  will  describe  some  items  that  struck  my 
fancy.  First  of  all,  I  found  the  name 
"Thorne”  in  the  index,  so  I  decided  to 
check  into  what  hoards  are  associated 
with  the  same  surname  as  mine. 

It  turns  out  that  the  Thorne  Hoard 
consisted  of  87  gold  and  silver  ingots 
found  in  the  early  1950s  in  a  safe  in 
Prescott,  Arizona.  The  ingots  were  manu¬ 
factured  in  the  latter  part  of  the  19th 
century  by  the  Thorne  Mining  and  Re¬ 
fining  Co.,  which  was  founded  by  Daniel 
Conner  Thorne. 

Probably  the  most  interesting  thing 
about  the  hoard  is  that  one  of  the  silver 
ingots,  No.  231,  was  sold  to  an  outfit 
that,  according  to  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  “had 
great  faith  in  the  biblical  tale  of  the  loaves 
and  fishes.  I  say  that  because  the  new 
owners  of  the...  ingot  came  up  with  the 
idea  of  having  copies  cast  by  a  jewelry 
manufacturer,  thus  vastly  increasing  their 
stock.  Of  course,  all  of  the  counterfeits 
bore  the  same  number,  which  was  “a 
rather  comical  situation  upon  reflection, 
except  it  was  taken  seriously  at  the  time.” 

The  book’s  Chapter  14  is  devoted  to 
commemorative  hoards.  One  of  the 
chapter's  more  interesting  photographs 
depicts  a  vault  in  the  Freasury  Depart¬ 
ment  Building,  circa  1903,  in  which 
there  were  hundreds  of  $1,000  bags  of 
silver  dollars.  One  group  of  bags  in  the 
center  of  the  room  contained  Lafayette 
commemorative  dollars. 

Sadly,  in  1  945,  “the Treasury  Depart¬ 


ment  converted  the  pieces  to  silver  bullion, 
not  realizing  that  the  coins  could  have  been 
sold  at  10  times  face  value  or  more.”  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  most  recent  A  Guide  Book  of 
United  States  Coins,  in  Mint  State-60,  the 
Lafayette  dollar  is  worth  500  times  face! 

Chapter  1 5  discusses,  “The  Great  T rea- 
sury  Hoard,”  which  consisted  of  bags  of 
silver  dollars.  I  was  particularly  interested 
to  see  what  Bowers  had  to  say  about  the 
1  88 1-CC  dollar,  one  of  which  I  got  for  the 
cost  of  a  common  date  in  one  of  the  later 
General  Services  Administration  sales. 

Of  an  original  mintage  of  296,000,  the 
Treasury  Building  was  the  storage  site  of 
1 47,485  of  the  date  in  1 964,  or  nearly  half. 
These  were  sold  in  the  GSA  sales  held  in 
the  early  1970s  through  1980. 

In  Chapter  19’s  “Dealer  and  Collector 
Hoards,”  John  Beck’s  531  pieces  of  the 
1 856  Flying  Eagle  cent  are  mentioned,  along 
with  a  hoard  of  “minor”  coins  dispersed  by 
coin  dealer  John  Zug.  Bowers  notes  that  in 
about  1918,  Zug  “is  said  to  have  disposed  of 
25,000  1909-S  V.D.B.  cents  for  one  and 
three-quarters  cents  each,”  having  purchased 
them  at  face  value  in  1909. 

Of  course,  there  is  appropriate  mention 
of  Col.  Edward  H.R.  Green’s  fabulous 
collection,  which,  at  the  time  of  his  death 
in  1936,  was  estimated  to  be  worth  $5 
million — this  during  the  depths  of  the 


Great  Depression!  Among  other  things, 
including  all  five  of  the  1913  Liberty 
Head  nickels,  Green  had  200  or  more 
1 796  quarters  in  Uncirculated  condition. 

Or,  how  about  the  “Nickel  Man,”  A.J. 
Mitula.  Of  the  2.63  million  1 950-D  nick¬ 
els  minted,  Mitula  “apparently  acquired 
over  a  million  pieces  at  or  close  to  face 
value.”  Mitula  sold  these  to  eager  cus¬ 
tomers  for  enough  profit  to  pay  for  his 
summer  home  in  Cascade,  Colorado. 

As  a  teenager  when  1 950-D  nickel 
rolls  began  their  ascent  into  the  strato¬ 
sphere  pricewise,  my  father  and  I  just 
missed  out  on  the  ridiculous  profits  that 
could  be  made  at  the  time.  Our  order  for 
a  roll  at  $40  resulted  in  a  sold-out  note. 

Among  the  “Interesting  Single-Coin 
Finds”  that  are  the  subject  of  Chapter  2 1 , 
Bowers  recounts  the  story  of  an  old  gold 
necklace  containing  a  $20  gold  piece  that 
he  was  asked  about  by  a  General  Mills 
executive  in  1975.  The  necklace  had  been 
in  the  executive’s  wife’s  family,  but  the 
coin  was  too  heavy  to  wear.  Might  it  have 
any  value,  the  man  wanted  to  know. 

Bowers  told  the  executive  that  any  $20 
gold  piece  had  value,  thinking  that  the 
coin  would  probably  be  a  common  date, 
have  been  polished,  and  display  solder 
damage.  “You  can  imagine  my  surprise 
when  I  saw  that  it  was  no  ordinary  $20 
gold  coin,  but  a  rare  MCMVII  (1907) 
with  Roman  numerals  in  the  date,  a  coin 
worth  thousands  of  dollars!  Moreover, 
the  coin  had  been  mounted  carefully  years 
ago  in  an  easily  removable  bezel  that  did 
not  damage  the  coin  at  all.” 

Note  that  I  have  merely  scratched  the 
surface  in  this  sampling  of  stores  from 
Bowers’  new  book.  There’s  almost  cer¬ 
tainly  much  more  that  will  attract  your 
attention  as  you  peruse  the  book’s  pages. 

The  list  price  if  $59.95.  You  can  get 
additional  information  by  writing  the 
publisher  at  the  address  mentioned  ear¬ 
lier  or  by  telephoning  1-800-222-5993. 

Editor 's  note:  Thanks  for  the  nice  words, 
Mike. 
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UNITED  STATES  SILVER 

Coins  for  Sale 


Half  Dimes 

While  the  lovely  1800  half  dime  will  no  doubt 
attract  notice,  the  offering  of  half  dimes  in  this  is¬ 
sue  is  especially  rich  in  the  later  Liberty  Seated  is¬ 
sues  from  1837  onward. 

Read  our  listing  carefully,  and  telephone  to  reserve 
the  pieces  that  are  most  appealing,  with  the  assurance 
that  your  complete  satisfaction  is  guaranteed  once  you 
have  the  chance  to  see  and  inspect  your  purchases. 

Choice  1800  Half  Dime 


1800  Valentine-1.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Attractively 
toned  in  deep  russet  and  light  blue.  A  high-grade 
and  artistically  satisfying  example  of  the  first 
year  of  the  Draped  Bust  obverse  in  combina¬ 
tion  with  the  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse.  Really 
choice!  You’ll  like  this  one . 3,693 

1834  V-l.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light 

golden  toning  around  the  borders . 550 

1835  V-5.  Small  Date,  Large  5C.  MS-64  (NGC). 

The  central  areas  are  brilliant  changing  to  gold 
at  the  borders.  The  fields  show  considerable 
proof  like  character.  A  splendid  half  dime,  and 
one  that  will  compare  favorably  with  some  cer¬ 
tified  as  MS-65!  Quality,  this  is  it!  . 1,385 

1835  V-6.  Small  Date,  Large  5C.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Sharp  and  lustrous.  A  beauty.  Another  piece  that 
could  take  MS-65  honors . 1,395 

Lihcrtv  Sealed  Hall  Dimes 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Flat-Top  1.  MS- 

64  (PCGS).  A  remarkable  situation!  We  have 
purchased  three — count  them,  three! — ex¬ 
amples  of  the  1 837  half  dime  without  stars,  with 
flat-top  1  in  date.  Each  piece  is  attractive,  very 
lustrous,  and  with  beautiful  mint  frost.  If  you 


Maximize  Your  Enjoyment! 

Buy  a  book  or  two  or  three  for  your 
library.  We  encourage  you  to  do  this,  and 
to  help  you  along  we  offer  you  special 
discounts.  See  our  book  section! 


have  been  searching  for  a  high-quality  example 
for  your  type  set,  buy  one  of  these.  We  also  note 
that  Walter  Breen  in  his  Encyclopedia  notes  that 
the  Flat-Top  1  variety  is  much  rarer  in  choice 
condition  than  the  Peak- Top  1  type,  which  may 
be  the  case  (although  our  own  experience  dif¬ 
fers).  In  any  event,  we  are  charging  no  extra 
premium  for  any  additional  rarity  that  the  vari¬ 
ety  might  have.  Here,  indeed,  is  a  marvelous 
opportunity. . 1 ,595 

This  design  was  adapted  from  Christian  Gobrecht’s  beau¬ 
tiful  silver  dollar  of  1 836  and  is  certainly  one  of  the  finest 
motifs  in  the  half  dime  series.  Liberty  Seated  half  dimes  (and 
dimes,  too)  without  obverse  stars  were  struck  at  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  in  1837  and  at  New  Orleans  in  1838  (1838- 
O)  and  not  otherwise.  The  absence  of  stars  gives  them  a 
cameo-like  aspect. 

1838  No  Drapery,  Large  Stars.  MS-64  (NGC).  A 
brilliant,  frosty  gem.  This  will  look  great  in  your 

type  set . 695 

1844  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  mostly 
prooflike.  An  extremely  choice  specimen,  nicer 
than  some  we  have  seen  graded  MS-65.  You’ll 
really  appreciate  this  if  it  becomes  part  of  your 
collection . 695 


Notable  1844-0  Half  Dime 


1844-0  V-l.  Medium  O.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Nicely 
toned  in  light  gold  with  a  hint  of  sea  blue.  Rare 
this  nice.  A  prize  for  the  Liberty  Seated  special¬ 
ist . 2,695 

1 845  MS-64  (NGC).  Very  deep  strike  with  excep¬ 
tional  detail.  Lustrous  and  frosty  with  delicate 

toning . 695 

1845  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  golden 
toning . 695 

1851- 0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning 

over  silver  surfaces.  Quite  elusive  at  this  grade 
level .  795 

1852- 0  VF-20 . H5 

1853  No  Arrows.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Very 

rare  in  all  grades,  especially  so  in  Mint  State. 
Although  the  Guide  Book  suggests  that  135,000 
were  struck,  it  is  likely  the  case  that  the  vast 
majority  of  these  were  retained  at  the  Mint  and 
melted,  for  at  the  time  the  bullion  or  melt-down 
value  of  such  pieces  was  higher  than  their  face 
value,  and  it  would  have  been  an  exercise  in 


futility  to  have  released  them.  This  untenable 
situation  was  rectified  by  the  Act  of  February 
21,  1853,  which  reduced  the  authorized  weight. 
Later  issues  produced  under  this  legislation  had 
arrows  at  the  date,  were  of  lighter  weight,  and 
circulated  freely.  A  popular  and  eagerly  sought 


three -year  design  type . 750 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with 
light  yellow  peripheral  toning . 795 


Arrows  were  added  to  the  date  to  signify  the  reduced 
weight  authorized  by  the  Act  of  February  21,  1853.  Although 
the  weight  stayed  at  the  reduced  level,  arrows  were  used  only 
through  1855,  then  discontinued. 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden  gray 
iridescence  complements  the  frosty  devices  and 


satiny  fields . 795 

1853  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 345 

1853  Arrows.  VF-30 . 65 

1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 719 
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IN  I  Thill  STATUS  NILVNIt  COINS 


1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 719 

Gem  1854-0  Half  Dime 


1854-0  Arrows.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A 
splendid  specimen,  one  of  the  nicest  we  have 
ever  seen  or  handled.  A  great  find  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur.  One  of  the  prize  issues  in  our  half  dime 
inventory.  . 3,950 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Medium  blue 
and  iridescent  toning.  A  splendid  coin  of  a 
quality  seldom  seen  except  when  old-time  col¬ 
lections  are  brought  on  the  market.  The  New 
Orleans  version  is  considerably  rarer  in  this 
grade  than  is  the  Philadelphia  Mint  1854  half 
dime .  1,795 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
especially  frosty.  Delicate  golden  toning  around 
the  rims . 1,095 

1857  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  a 

hint  of  golden  toning.  A  superb  piece . 595 

1858  Inverted  Date.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
frosty  with  some  light  golden  toning.  This  is 
one  of  the  most  glaring  diecutting  errors  of  the 
1 9th  century.  The  date  was  first  cut  upside  down 
and  then  corrected!  A  “fun”  coin  you’ll  enjoy 
having  in  your  collection.  The  die  blunder  is 
sharply  visible  under  low  magnification.  1,750 

1858  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  650 

1858  Clashed  dies.  EF-45 . 55 

1859  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces  with  deli¬ 

cate  toning.  Important  sub-type  with  hollow 
star  points  and  slightly  differently  configured 
Miss  Liberty.  . 1,650 

This  design  variation  is  laid  at  the  doorstep  of  Mint 
Engraver  Anthony  C.  Paquet.  Elsewhere  in  numismatics, 
Paquet  is  remembered  not  only  for  many  pattern  coins,  but 
for  the  distinctive  reverse  employed  on  certain  varieties  of 
1861  $20  gold  pieces.  Interestingly,  the  New  Orleans  1 859- 
O  half  dime  is  of  the  standard  type — not  the  Paquet  varia¬ 
tion. 

1859-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  This  issue  is 
relatively  available  in  lower  grades,  but  is  fairly 
elusive  in  Mint  State,  particularly  in  the  high 
preservation  offered  here . 1,050 

1859-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Especially  lustrous 
and  brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen.  ..  1,050 

1861  EF-40.  Deeply  toned . 38 

1863- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  This  1863-S 

combines  high  grade,  great  eye  appeal,  and  a 
generous  measure  of  rarity.  A  true  find  for  the 
connoisseur  and  specialist . 1,575 

1864  MS-63.  Attractive  gunmetal-blue  toning.  A 
business  strike,  not  a  Proof,  and  thus  of  great 
rarity. . 1,295 

1 864- S  MS-60.  Light  golden  toning.  About  as  nice 

as  this  issue  is  generally  found.  Branch  mint  half 
dimes  were  not  recognized  for  their  numismatic 
desirability  until  two  or  three  decades  later,  by 
which  time  most  had  acquired  wear . 695 

So  far  as  we  arc  able  to  determine,  as  late  as  the  1880s 


there  was  only  one  dealer  specializing  in  San  Francisco  Mint 
silver  coins.  In  high  grades,  nearly  all  issues  of  the  1850s  and 
1 860s  are  rare. 

1865  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  with  light 

lilac  toning.  The  1865  is  one  of  the  most  desir¬ 
able  dates  of  the  half  dime  series.  Not  only  is 
the  Proof  mintage  low  (just  500  pieces),  but 
business  strikes  are  rare  as  well . 1,750 

1866  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  centers  giv¬ 

ing  way  to  gorgeous  iridescent  toning  on  the 
rims.  A  superb  and  numismatically  memorable 
specimen  of  one  of  the  lowest  mintage  coins  in 
the  half  dime  series.  The  connoisseur  will  like 
this  one . 1,450 

Far  rarer  than  an  equivalent  Proof,  as  Proofs  were  sold  at 
a  premium  by  the  Mint  and  were  saved  by  numismatists, 
while  business  strikes  were  generally  ignored. 

1866  EF-45.  Rare  and  desirable  in  all  grades.  625 
1867-S  MS-63.  1  in  date  repunched  at  base.  Frosty, 
lustrous  surfaces  with  light  golden  toning.  A 
popular  branch  mint  issue,  quite  scarce  in  Mint 
State . 850 

Walter  Breens  comment,  “usually  in  low  grades,  very 
rare  choice,”  is  worth  quoting  here  (cf.  Encyclopedia,  p.  297). 

Half  dimes  were  discontinued  in  1873.  It  was  felt  that 
when  specie  payments  were  resumed  (which,  as  it  turned  out, 
began  in  a  significant  way  on  April  20,  1876),  the  half  dime 
would  compete  with  the  nickel  five-cent  piece,  and  people 
would  prefer  the  silver  half  dimes. 

Dimes 

Our  offering  of  dimes  in  this  issue  includes  a 
number  of  interesting  and  worthwhile  early  issues, 
particularly  among  the  Capped  Bust  dates.  Liberty 
Seated  issues  are  likewise  illustrious,  followed  by 
Barber,  Mercury,  and  a  few  Roosevelt  dimes. 

Iliaiteil  Bust  Dime 

1798/7  John  Reich-1.  16  Stars.  VF-30.  Medium 
golden  toning.  Scarce  and  desirable . 1,495 

fainted  Bust  Himes 


1814  JR-3.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  delicate  toning . 2,195 

Brilliant  Mint  State  1814  Dime 


1814  JR-4.  Large  Date.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant  and  lustrous.  A  major  rarity  at  this  level. 
The  specialist  as  well  as  the  collector  of  coins 
by  design  types  will  recognize  this  as  a  highly 
important  find.  Quality  of  this  calibre  is  sel¬ 
dom  seen .  . 3,650 


1820JR-1.  VF-25 . 175 

Gem  1821  Dime 


1821  JR-6.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  and  li¬ 
lac  toning  over  highly  lustrous  surfaces.  An  ex¬ 
ceptionally  nice  specimen  of  this  early  issue.  A 

splendid  coin!  . 4,295 

1821  JR-7.  Large  Date.  AU-50  or  finer.  Inter¬ 
mingled  gold,  gray,  and  blue  iridescence  comple¬ 
ments  both  surfaces.  This  is  the  surface  one 
expects  to  find  on  a  piece  from  an  old-time  pri¬ 
vate  or  museum  collection.  A  find  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur . 750 

1 823/2  JR-1 .  Small  Es.  AU-50 . 595 

1823/2  JR-3.  AU-50  (PCGS).  You’ll  like  its  appear¬ 
ance  and  overall  quality.  . 675 

1824/2  JR-1.  AU-58  (NGC).  A  lovely  early  dime 

with  much  mint  lustre . 1,395 

1829  JR-4.  EF-40.  Light  golden  toning . 175 

1831  JR-5.  MS-63.  Rim  break  on  reverse.  Sharply 
struck.  Pleasing  light  toning.  A  nice  candidate 

for  a  type  set . 995 

1834  JR-5.  MS-63  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  with 
rosy  gold  peripheral  toning.  About  equal  in  qual¬ 
ity  to  the  finest  example  of  the  variety  known 
to  the  authors  of  the  John  Reich  dime  book. 
You  could  search  for  years  and  not  find  its  equal. 
Ideal  for  the  variety  specialist  as  well  as  the 
“type”  collector . 1,465 


1835  JR-1.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  satiny  sur¬ 
faces.  A  splendid  specimen  that  will  satisfy  the 
connoisseur.  If  you  have  been  seeking  a  quality 
half  dime  of  the  Capped  Bust  type,  consider 


this  gem . 2,295 

1835  JR-8.  AU-55.  Sharp  and  lustrous . 395 


1835  JR-9.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
frosty.  An  outstanding  example,  probably  in  the 
Condition  Census  for  the  die  variety.  A  prize 
for  the  alert  specialist . 2,295 
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Gem  1837  Capped  Bust  Dime 


1837  JR-4.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  ex¬ 
ample,  one  of  the  very  finest  in  existence — far 
ahead  of  the  finest  known  (MS-60)  to  the  au¬ 
thors  of  the  Early  U.S.  Dimes ,  1796-1837  ref¬ 
erence  book! . 2,695 

liihei  ty  Sealed  Himes 

Liberty  Seated  dimes  in  this  issue  include  a  num¬ 
ber  of  scarce  varieties  as  well  as  popular  “types.”  No 
matter  what  your  requirements,  doubtless  there  are 
some  pieces  that  would  look  just  right  in  your  col¬ 
lection. 

1838-0  No  Stars.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Satiny  sur¬ 
faces .  1,250 

1838-0  No  Stars.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Fairly  elusive  in 
all  grades,  especially  above  the  VF  level . 725 

Remarkable  Mint  State  1842-0  Dime 


1842-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  en¬ 
hances  both  surfaces.  The  1 842-0  is  an  impor¬ 
tant  rarity  in  Uncirculated  grade.  An  exquisite 
strike,  a  splendid  impression.  We  doubt  that  as 
many  as  15  different  examples  grading  MS-60 
or  better  could  be  accounted  for.  A  prize  coin 

by  any  standard . 3,450 

1 848  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Ideal  for  a  type  set 
as  well  as  a  specialized  collection . 625 


The  Eliasberg  1850-0  Dime 


1850-0  MS-60.  Mostly  brilliant  with  some 
splashes  of  light  brown.  Small  O  mintmark. 
Rare  so  fine .  2,395 

From  Lyman  H.  Low  's  sale  of  the  Muma,  et  al.  Collec¬ 
tions,  July  1903,  to  John  M.  Clapp,  to  Louis  £  Eliasberg,  Sr. 


Pleasing  Gem  1853  Dime 


1853  Arrows.  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  especially 
pleasing  specimen,  a  brilliant,  lustrous  gem 


example  of  the  first  year  with  arrows  at  the 
date.  A  candidate  for  inclusion  in  a  high-qual¬ 
ity  type  set . 2,695 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  popu¬ 
lar  “type”  coin  in  any  season . 1,050 

1 853  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  iri¬ 
descence  at  the  centers  changes  to  rich  golden 
brown  peripherally.  Wisps  of  navy  blue  can  be 
seen  at  the  extreme  rims.  A  popular  three-year 

design  type . 775 

1 853  Arrows.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Ever  popular  for  inclusion  in  type  sets . 475 

1853  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  An  espe¬ 
cially  nice  example . 475 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Medium  gray 

and  light  golden  toning . 895 

1857-0  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant  with  delicate 
peripheral  toning.  A  coin  with  much  eye  ap¬ 
peal . 325 

1859-0  VF-25 . 45 

1863-S  AU-50.  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 575 

Rare  in  high  grades.  Most  of  these  coins  went  to  the 
Orient  and  were  melted. 


1865  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Breathtakingly  beautiful 
magenta  and  blue  toning.  Certainly,  this  coin 
can  be  equaled  by  few  others  from  the  aspect  of 
eye  appeal.  A  connoisseurs  delight,  and  a  rare 

date,  too! . 1,095 

1870  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Deep  rainbow  peripheral 

toning . 575 

1870  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1872  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  frosty  centers 

with  rainbow  peripheral  toning . 1,650 

1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  with  just  a 

hint  of  pale  gold.  Eagerly  sought  because  of  its 
status  as  a  two-year  design  type.  Not  easy  to 
find  in  such  gem  preservation.  A  splendid  coin 
the  connoisseur  will  appreciate . 1,950 

1880  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare  date.  Far  rarer 

in  business  strike  form  than  in  Proof. . 795 

1882  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Gunmetal-blue  toning 

with  a  whisper  of  light  lilac . 350 

1882  MS-62 . 195 


1883  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Toned  in  blue  and  or¬ 


ange . 350 

1883  AU-58 . 79 


1884-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Scarce  in  all  high 

grades .  875 

1890-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  somewhat 

prooflike . 695 

1890-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delicate  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 549 


1890- S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 195 

1891- 0  VF-30 . If. 


Iliirhcr  limit's 

In  this  issue  we  offer  a  number  of  interesting  Bar¬ 
ber  dimes,  ranging  from  quality  circulated  issues  to 
a  number  of  memorable  Mint  State  rarities.  If  these 
attractive  coins  are  on  your  collecting  specialty  list, 
you’ve  come  to  the  right  place. 

1892- 0  EF-40 . 52 

1893  Proof-64  (NGC).  Gorgeous  light  iridescent 

toning  around  the  border.  One  of  the  most  ap¬ 
pealing  specimens  still  in  existence,  regardless  of 
grade  level.  A  coin  with  more  eye  appeal  than 
we’ve  seen  on  some  pieces  graded  higher.  .685 

1893- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  over 

frosty  surfaces.  Exquisitely  struck,  so  sharp  that 
it  could  win  an  award  if  such  were  offered. 
Somewhat  scarce  at  this  grade  level  and  very 
scarce  at  this  quality  level.  A  very  attractive,  lus¬ 
trous  specimen . 1,595 

1894- 0  MS-60.  Light  golden  peripheral  toning. 

Very  scarce  in  all  high  grades,  quite  rare  in 
Mint  State.  A  find  for  the  specialist  and  con¬ 
noisseur .  1,195 

1894- 0  VG-8 . 75 

1895- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  somewhat 

prooflike  surfaces . 1,050 

Gem  1896-S  Rarity 


1896-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  sharp,  and  lus¬ 
trous  with  delicate  toning.  Of  the  finest  speci¬ 
mens  we  have  ever  seen  or  handled  of  this  key 
Barber  dime  issue.  You’ll  really  enjoy  the  qual¬ 


ity  of  this  one! . 3,400 

1898- 0  F-12 . 79 

1899- 0  VF-30 . 105 

1899- 0  Repunched  mintmark.  F-15 . 1 10 

1900- 0  VF-20 . 129 

1901  MS-60.  Satiny  surfaces  with  a  whisper  of 

peripheral  toning . 99 

1902  EF-45 . 25 

1903  EF-40 . 22 

1903-0  MS-60.  Lustrous . 265 

1903-S  F-12 . 350 


We  enjoy  coins  ourselves. . . 

and  we  will  do  our  best  to  share  our 
enjoyment  with  you.  Coin  collecting  has 
been  called  the  world’s  finest  hobby.  The 
building  of  a  fine  collection  can  be  a 
stimulating  mental  challenge,  a  pleasant 
pursuit,  an  escape  from  the  cares  of  the 
everyday  world.  And,  no  two  collections 
are  ever  exactly  alike. 


Gem  1904-S  Dime  Rarity 


1904-S  MS-64,  prooflike.  (NGC).  Intermingled 
gold  and  violet  iridescence  complements  both 
surfaces.  The  1904-S  is  scarce  in  all  grades,  and 
is  a  condition  rarity  at  the  MS-64  level.  It  would 
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probably  require  a  long  and  arduous  search  to 
find  another  example  this  nicely  preserved.  A 


highly  important  Barber  dime . 2,695 

1905- S  MS-60,  prooflike . 265 

1906  Recut  6  in  Date.  Breen-3548.  AU-58.  ..  135 

1906- 0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 550 

1907- S  EF-40 . 47 

1908  AU -5 5 . 59 

1908- D  AU-50 . 65 

1908- S  AU-55 . 175 

1909- S  EF-40 . 195 

1910- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  A 

splendid  coin  just  acquired . 735 

1911  MS-60.  Brilliant . 99 

1911  AU-55 . 55 

1912- D  EF-40 . 24 

1913  Proof  64  (PCGS).  A  glittering  gem.  Qual¬ 
ity,  this  is  it! . 695 

1913- S  EF-40.  Low-mintage  key  date.  Always  in 

demand . 225 


Mercury  Dimes 

Our  offering  of  Mercury  dimes  in  this  issue  in¬ 
cludes  interesting  early  dates  as  well  as  many  inex¬ 
pensive  later  issues  from  the  1 930s  through  the 
1940s.  If  you  count  the  dates  and  mintmarks  from 
1931  through  1945  and  check  their  market  values, 
you  will  realize  that  quite  a  collection  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  for  very  modest  cost.  And,  what  better  way 
to  begin  than  right  here! 


All  the  pieces  we  offer  are  of  hand-picked  quality. 
We  know  you  will  be  pleased! 

1916  Mercury.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 165 

1916  Mercury.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 95 

1916  Mercury.  MS-64  FB  (NGC).  The  obverse  is 

brilliant  and  the  reverse  is  deeply  toned . 52 

1916  Mercury.  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Light  toning.  46 

1916  Mercury.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1916-S  Mercury.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Mostly  white 

with  just  a  whisper  of  light  gold  toning. ...  535 

1916-S  Mercury.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ..189 

1916- S  Mercury.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 55 

1917  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1917- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1917-D  MS-63  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty.  ..770 

1917-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 395 

1917-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  expensive, 

but  surely  beautiful! . 265 

1917- S  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 215 

1918- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 385 

1918-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning. ...  385 

1918- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1919- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. 

Deeply  f  rosty.  A  splendid  specimen  of  a  quality 
seldom  encountered . 725 

1920- D  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  irides¬ 
cence  on  satiny  surfaces.  Nice  eye  appeal . 595 

1920-S  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen 
of  an  issue  which  is  quite  elusive  at  this  grade 
level.  A  lustrous,  sparkling  piece  which  the  dis¬ 
criminating  buyer  will  truly  appreciate . 995 


1924-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men . 550 


Superb  Gem  1925-D  Dime 


1925-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Light  rose  toning.  A 
superb  gem  specimen  equaled  in  quality  by  few 
others  in  existence  anywhere.  If  you  are  a  con¬ 
noisseur  of  the  Mercury  dime  series  and  want  a 

show-stopper,  this  is  for  you! . 5,395 

1925-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty 
As  nice  as  some  we  have  seen  at  the  MS-65  level. 
Quality  and  a  bargain,  in  our  opinion. ..  1,595 


Memorable  1926-D  Dime 


1926-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  Sharply  struck.  Seldom  seen  in  this  com¬ 
bination  of  high  technical  grade,  sharp  strike, 

and  pleasing  visual  appeal . 2,695 

1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty. . 295 


Unique  Numismatic  Collectibles! 
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only  $3.00  each 

with  any  purchase 


Envelopes  Addressed  to 
Virgil  M.  Brand 

Virgil  Brand  was  perhaps  the  leading  numismatist  of  the  early  20th  century.  His  cabi¬ 
net  numbered  over  300,000  items,  acquired  individually,  in  small  groups,  or  from  ma¬ 
jor  collections.  Brand  kept  very  detailed  notes  of  all  of  his  purchases  and  saved  his  cor¬ 
respondence  and  even  the  envelopes  themselves.  A  while  ago  we  acquired  a  selection  of 
envelopes  addressed  to  Virgil  Brand  from  various  important  dealers  of  the  era.  These  en¬ 
velopes  are  empty  without  correspondence.  Each  has  been  carefully  selected  to  represent 
a  nice  condition  envelope  with  clean  stamps  and  without  significant  tears  or  defects.  The 
majority  have  been  very  carefully  opened  along  the  top  edge.  We  offer  you  one  of  these 
unique  numismatic  collectibles  for  only  $3  each  with  any  purchase  from  this  issue  of  the 
Rare  Coin  Review  No.  120  or,  order  10  for  $25. 

Don’t  Miss  This  Opportunity: 


Page  28 


Rare  Com  Review  No.  120 


1926-D  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 373 

1926- S  AU-50  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 435 

1927- D  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 695 

1927- D  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Light  amber  ton¬ 
ing . 695 

1928- D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  little 

beauty! . 595 

1928- S  MS-63  FB  Brilliant . 395 

1929- D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 29 

1929-S  MS-65  FB.  Brilliant . 435 

1931-S  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Low-mintage  issue.  235 

1934- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1935  MS-63.  Brilliant . 16 

1935- D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 465 


1936  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  glittering  little 
gem,  a  coin  of  especially  high  quality.  Not  to 
be  overlooked  is  its  status  as  the  lowest-mint- 
age  (4,130  pieces)  Proof  in  the  Mercury  dime 


series . 1 ,095 

1936-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1936- S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1937  MS-65  FB.  Brilliant . 35 

1937  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 25 

1937  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 18 

1937- D  MS-66  FB.  Brilliant . 179 

1937- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  SPECIAL: 

We  recently  bought  a  small  group  and  they  are 
selling  fast!  Order  now  to  get  one . 179 

1938  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 210 

1938  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  satiny 

surfaces . 149 

1938  MS-60.  Brilliant . 13 

1938- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1938-D  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 26 

1938-S  MS-66  FB.  Brilliant . 265 

1938- S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS) . 265 

1939  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1939- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1939- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 22 

1940  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1940  MS-63.  Brilliant . 10 

1940- S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1940-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1940-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1940-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . , . 24 

1940- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 16 

1941  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . . . 149 

1941- D  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 16 

194 1-S  MS-66  FB.  Brilliant . 59 

1941-S  MS-65  FB.  Brilliant . 38 

194 1-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 38 

1941- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 25 

1942  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1942- D  Roll  of  50  pieces.  MS-64  to  65 . 595 

1942-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 


1942-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Just  a  whisper  of  ton- 


“A  good  book  is  the  best  of 
friends,  the  same  today  and  for¬ 
ever.” — Martin  Farquhar 

T upper  [1810-1 889] 


1942-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS) . 115 

1942- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 29 

1943  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1943- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1943-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1943- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1944  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1944  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1944  MS-65.  Brilliant . 16 

1944  MS-60.  Brilliant . 7 

1944- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 

1944-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1944-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 10 

1944-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1944-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1944-S  MS-65-  Brilliant . 16 

1944-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 14 

1944- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 8 

1945  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1945- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1945-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 16 

1945-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1945-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 10 


ItoosevHI  Himes 

1950-S/D  FS-014.5.  MS-64  (ANACS).  Recently 
discovered  overmintmark  issue  which  is  becom¬ 


ing  more  popular  among  collectors . 375 

1950-S/D  FS-014.5.  MS-63  (ANACS) . 295 

1953  Proof-65.  Heavy  die  polish . 22 

1953  Proof-66.  Heavy  die  polish . 28 


Twenlv-Cenl  Pieces 

1875  AU-58,  proof  like.  Quite  possibly  a  Proof  that 

was  spent  (if  so,  proper  nomenclature  would  be 
Proof-58).  A  beauty! . 445 

1875-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  slightly 
prooflike.  Somewhat  weakly  struck  although 
still  sharper  than  the  typical  example.  Impor¬ 
tant  for  the  collector  of  Carson  City  type  coins, 
as  the  only  other  choice  (1876-CC)  is  an  ex¬ 
treme  rarity. . 1,295 

1875-S  AU-58  (NGC).  The  Fields  are  lustrous,  and 
if  graded  separately,  would  be  MS-60  or  finer. 

You’ll  really  like  this  one! .  . 435 

1875-S  AU-55 . 375 

1875-S  AU-50.  Pleasing  pastel  gold  surfaces.  350 
1875-S  EF-45 . 260 

1 876  AU-50  (NGC).  Scarce  date . 525 

Quarter  Hollars 

As  a  denomination,  early  quarter  dollars  are  con¬ 
siderably  more  difficult  to  find  than  are,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  dimes  and  half  dollars.  Despite  this,  we  have 
tracked  down  a  number  of  interesting  issues,  in¬ 


cluding  those  in  the  Capped  Bust  series. 

1806  Breen-5.  VF-30  (ANACS) . 895 

1 806  B-9.  VF-20.  Fight  gray  toning.  A  nice  “type 
coin  for  a  set  of  American  coin  designs.  ...750 
1818  B-2.  AU-55  (ANACS) . 1,295 


1818  B-4.  EF-40.  Light  gold  and  gray  toning.  695 

Mint  State  1822  Quarter 


1822  B-l.  Rarity-2.  Normal  Die.  MS-62.  Light 

lilac  and  gray  toning  over  silver  surfaces.  A  very 
attractive  specimen.  Scarce  in  all  grades;  a  ma¬ 


jor  rarity  in  a  grade  such  as  this . 4,150 

1822  B-l.  VF-25  (NGC) . 395 

1824/2  B-l.  VF-20  (ANACS) . 495 


We  must  congratulate  Coin  World  on  maintaining  a 
very  objective  view  of  ANACS,  inasmuch  as  both  Coin  World 
and  ANACS  have  the  same  ownership.  If  anything,  ANACS 
seems  to  get  less  coverage  in  the  pages  of  Coin  World  than 
do  PCGS  or  NGC. 

1825  B-l.  Rarity-5.  VF-20 . 625 

1825  B-2.  AU-55  (NGC).  Pleasing  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 1 ,350 

1831  B-6.  Rarity-4.  EF-45  (NGC).  Brilliant.  310 

1833  B-l.  EF-45  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 325 

1834  B-4.  AU-50  (ANACS).  Gorgeous  light  iri¬ 
descent  toning . 525 

1835  B-7.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant;  lustrous.  595 

Liberty  S(‘iili‘il  lliiailrrs 

Our  offering  of  Fiberty  Seated  quarters  is  necessar¬ 
ily  brief — simply  because  the  series  in  general  is  scarce, 
and  relatively  few  can  be  obtained.  However,  among 
our  offerings  there  are  a  number  of  interesting  coins 
that  will  appeal  to  just  about  every  interest  level. 

1839  VF-20 . 65 


Rich  W.  Writes  to 
Gail  Watson 

“Dear  Gail, 

“I  received  the  AU-58  1894-S  quarter 
you  sent  me.  Wow,  it's  a  beauty!  As  you 
said,  it’s  fully  struck,  white  in  color,  pleas¬ 
ant  even  clean  surface.  This  coin  is  close  to 
perfect  with  tremendous  eye  appeal!  This 
coin  represents  artwork  and  1  don't  get 
tired  of  looking  at  it.  Thanks  for  men¬ 
tioning  this  coin  when  1  called  last  week.  If 
you  ever  get  an  AU-58  Barber  half  dollar 
and  a  Standing  Liberty  With  Motto  half 
dollar  parallel  to  this  quarter  you  sent  me, 
please  remember  me  and  give  me  a  call. 
The  coin  dates  desired  are  common  to 
semi-common.  Thanks  again,  as  this  is  one 
of  my  favorite  coins  purchased  from  you. 
“Sincerely,” 

—Rick  W. 
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Numismatics:  Your  passport  to  history 

A  Visit  to  the 
Atlantic  Garden 


Considering  all  possible  variations  of  patriotic 
and  store  card  dies,  and  all  metal  and  edge  varia¬ 
tions,  a  complete  collection  of  Civil  War  tokens 
would  number  over  10,000  varieties.  However, 
no  one  has  ever  formed  such  a  collection,  and 
no  one  ever  will.  Rather,  numismatists  have 
sought  to  specialize,  perhaps  collecting  only  the 
tokens  depicting  Lincoln,  or  issued  by  mer¬ 
chants  in  Pennsylvania,  or  some  other  niche. 


NEW  YORK  CITY 
In  the  lillli  Century 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Prelude 

Civil  War  tokens  are  one  of  my  favorite  areas  of  numismat¬ 
ics.  As  many  readers  know,  this  field  primarily  consists  of  cop¬ 
per  cent-sized  tokens  dated  1863. 1  hey  had  their  genesis  in  July  (who  lived  in  Baltimore  and  managed  the  chemical  business  owned 
1862,  when  the  public  hoarded  coins  to  such  an  extent  that  not  by  the  family)  were  the  pre-eminent  scholars  in  the  field  of  Civil 
even  the  formerly  common  copper-nickel  Flying  Eagle  and  In-  War  tokens,  having  been  attracted  to  the  series  in  the  preceding 

dian  cents  were  to  be  found  in  circulation.  Com-  _  _  decade.  By  that  time,  there  was  not  a  widespread  interest  in 

merce  would  have  come  to  a  halt  had  it  not  if*1  collecting  such  pieces.  Perhaps  the  leading  advocate  of 


My  Own  Interest 

In  the  1930s,  when  I  first  began  my  inter¬ 
est  in  coin  collecting,  1  was  attracted  to  Civil 
War  tokens.  At  the  time,  worn  examples  of 
common  varieties  cost  but  a  few  cents,  and 
Uncirculated  pieces  (no  one  used  the  term  Mint 
State  back  then)  might  cost  a  dollar  or  two. 
Rarities,  ol  course,  were  a  bit  more. 

I  recall  visiting  Dr.  George  Fuld,  who  at  the  time  lived  with  his 
family  in  Wakefield,  Massachusetts.  George  and  his  father  Melvin 


been  for  some  good  old-fashioned  Yankee 
ingenuity.  Several  different  types  of  substi¬ 
tute  money  were  produced  in  the  private 
sector,  including  printed  paper  notes  of 
denominations  from  1  <£  upward;  paper  en¬ 
velopes  bearing  advertisements  and  con¬ 
taining  loose  postage  stamps  within;  John 
Gault’s  mica-fronted,  brass-framed  encased 
postage  stamps  and,  important  to  the  present 
commentary,  copper  tokens. 

These  tokens  were  made  by  various  diesinkers  and 
manufacturers,  primarily  in  New  York  City,  Cincin¬ 
nati,  Chicago,  Waterbury  (CT),  and  Philadelphia. 

Some  bore  patriotic  motifs,  such  as  the  Monitor  iron¬ 
clad  ship,  or  the  portrait  of  President  Lincoln,  or  battle 
flags,  among  many  dozens  of  other  subjects.  Many  hun¬ 
dreds  of  different  dies  and  combinations  were  made.  To 
day,  these  are  called  “patriotics.” 

Other  Civil  War  tokens  bore  the  advertisements  of  merchants 
and  are  generally  known  as  “store  cards.”  All  sorts  of  businesses 
were  advertised.  Within  New  York  City  such  pieces  bore  notices 
of  a  dealer  in  rare  coins  (Henry  Gerdts,  of  whom  little  is  known 
today),  a  dealer  in  stamps,  various  restaurants,  liquor  dealers,  an 
undertaker,  and  a  seller  of  balance  scales — and  the  list  could  be 
continued  at  length.  In  various  cities  and  states,  about  1,500 
different  individuals  and  businesses  issued  store  cards. 

Such  patriotic  and  store  card  tokens  were  made,  in  the  ag¬ 
gregate,  to  the  extent  of  tens  of  millions  of  pieces,  and  circulated 
widely.  In  addition,  a  numismatic  interest  in  such  pieces  devel¬ 
oped  almost  at  the  same  time  they  were  being  issued.  Joseph  N.T. 
Levick  and  Edward  Groh,  both  of  whom  lived  in  New  York  City, 
were  in  the  forefront  of  collecting  activity.  It  was  perhaps  a  natu¬ 
ral  thing  for  each  of  them  to  visit  in  person  or  correspond  with 
various  diesinkers  and  manufacturers  and  have  “fancy  pieces” 
struck  to  their  order.  Thus,  small  numbers  of  off-metal  strikings, 
pieces  with  reeded  rather  than  plain  edges,  etc.,  were  made. 
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recent  times  had  been  Joseph  Barnet,  a  Brooklyn,  NY, 
collector  and  dealer  who  entered  the  coin  trade  in  the 
first  decade  of  the  century,  and  who  by  the  1 940s  had 
specialized  in  Civil  War  tokens  for  many  years.  In  the 
1930s  and  1940s  he  wrote  many  informative  articles 
for  The  Numismatist  and  Tl)e  Numismatic  Review.  As 
an  example,  the  November  1932  issue  of  The  Nu- 
'-■x  mismatist  included  his  article,  “Civil  War  To¬ 
kens  and  Tradesmen's  Cards,”  which  fur¬ 
nished  a  list  of  various  states  and  towns  with 
the  number  of  store  cards  issued  by  each. 

The  father-and-son  Fuld  duo  picked  up 
the  traces,  studied  the  series  more  intensely 
than  anyone  had  ever  done  before,  worked 
long  and  selflessly,  and  eventually  created 
two  landmark  reference  books,  one  on 
patriotics  and  the  other  on  store  cards.  Today, 
Civil  War  tokens  are  still  identified  by  Fuld  num¬ 
bers.  When  the  Civil  War  Token  Society  was  formed  in  1967,  the 
Fulds  became  important  contributors  to  the  group’s  efforts,  as  did 
Chet  Krause,  of  Krause  Publications  in  Iola,  WI,  who  disregarded 
corporate  profits  and  helped  publish  several  of  the  Fuld  books. 

During  my  visit  to  George’s  home  in  the  1950s  I  purchased 
from  him  a  large  holding  of  Civil  War  tokens,  mostly  Uncirculated, 
and  all  arranged  in  the  old  large-size  Raymond  “National”  card¬ 
board  album  pages.  These  were  sold  over  a  period  of  time  to  the 
clients  of  my  firm  at  the  time,  Empire  Coin  Co.,  Inc.  (founded  with 
James  F.  Ruddy,  April  15,  1958). 

Ever  since  that  time  I  have  kept  a  weather  eye  out  for  interest¬ 
ing  Civil  War  tokens  and  have  followed  the  progress  of  the  hobby. 

Now,  to  the  Atlantic  Garden.... 

American  Royalty 

Time  was  when  successful  business  entrepreneurs  or  lucky  heirs 
lived  in  large  mansions  complete  with  more  rooms  than  could  be 
easily  counted,  a  retinue  of  servants  (cooks,  butlers,  gardeners,  and 
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so  on),  spacious  lawns  and  gardens,  and  other  trappings  of  wealth.  Some 
such  residences  were  called  “American  castles,”  as,  indeed,  a  popular  re¬ 
cent  series  on  the  Arts  &  Entertainment  television  channel  is  titled. 

It  was  natural  to  call  inhabitants  of  stateside  castles  “American  royalty,” 
or,  alternatively,  the  “Upper  400,"  “captains  of  industry,”  or,  if  one  wanted 
to  be  iconoclastic,  “robber  barons.” 

At  no  time  was  the  elegance  of  such  residences  more  lavish  than  during 
the  late  nineteenth  and  early  twentieth  centuries.  Music,  always  an  uplift¬ 
ing  and  majestic  influence,  was  de  rigeur.  How  to  provide  it?  In  the  general 
era  from  the  Civil  War  to  the  early  1890s,  the  phonograph  had  yet  to  be¬ 
come  popular  and  radio  was  not  even  dreamed  of.  Filling  the  gap  were  vari¬ 
ous  mechanically-operated  music  makers,  ranging  from  early  versions  of  the 
player  piano  to  Swiss  music  boxes  to 
little  organettes,  the  latter  playing 
tunes  on  a  short  set  of  organ  reeds 
when  a  crank  handle  was  turned. 

For  members  of  the  Social  Regis¬ 
ter  the  creme  de  la  creme  instrument 
was  the  orchestrion,  or  automatically- 
played  orchestra.  By  means  of  a  pro¬ 
gram  arranged  on  pins  on  a  wooden 
cylinder  (in  the  manner  of  a  music 
box)  or  on  a  paper  roll,  symphonies, 
popular  melodies,  hymns,  and  other 
tunes  could  be  played  at  will. 

Several  firms  manufactured  large 
orchestrions,  of  which  the  best 
known  was  Welte  &  Sons,  of  the 
Black  Forest  district  in  Germany. 

During  the  years  from  the  early 
1860s  to  the  advent  of  the  World 
War  in  1914,  Welte  sold  several  hun¬ 
dred  such  instruments  to  American 
clients.  The  typical  unit  stood  10  to 
12  feet  high,  contained  several  hun¬ 
dred  pipes,  a  drum,  cymbal,  and 
other  instruments,  and  cost  several 
thousand  dollars  or  even  more. 

A  correlation  can  be  made  be¬ 
tween  numismatics  and  orchestrions, 
as  a  number  of  socially  prominent 
people  who  had  orchestrions  in  their  homes  also  avidly  collected  coins. 
Consider  the  following: 

Henry  Clay  Frick  (1849-1919)  became  a  world-class  art  collector  in 
1 894  and  indulged  his  passions  through  various  dealers  including  Roland 
Knoedler,  who  acted  as  his  agent  on  purchases  of  extant  works  and  the 
commissioning  of  new  paintings.  In  time,  Frick  was  president  of  the 
Carnegie  steel  interests  and  was  treasurer  of  the  Carnegie  Library  and  Art 
Galleries  in  Pittsburgh  (later  known  as  the  Carnegie  Museum  of  Art).  His 
Pittsburgh  home,  known  as  Clayton,  was  decorated  with  many  fine  ob¬ 
jects  d  art.  Today  he  is  remembered  for  a  New  York  City  mansion  hous¬ 
ing  his  art  collection  that  he  bequeathed  to  the  American  public  and  the 
Frick  Art  and  Historical  Center  in  Pittsburgh. 

The  writer  knows  little  about  Henry  C.  Frick’s  numismatic  inclina¬ 
tions,  but  he  certainly  was  involved.  The  record  shows  that  on  March  1 8, 
1901 ,  he  joined  the  American  Numismatic  and  Archaeological  Society. 

In  Meredith,  NH,  on  Lake  Winnipesaukee,  a  half-hour  ride  by  boat  from 
the  landing  behind  our  office  in  Wolfeboro,  stood  the  palatial  estate  of  Col. 


Charles  H.  Cummings.  In  the  grandest  room  in  his  home  was  a  large  Welte 
orchestrion,  which  in  the  1 890s  he  played  for  the  entertainment  of  his  family 
and  guests.  Meanwhile  and  in  later  years  as  well,  Cummings  eagerly  sought 
rare  coins,  and  among  other  things,  acquired  a  complete  run  of  gold  Proof 
sets  from  1885  to  1907.  On  June  14-16,  1923,  William  Hesslein,  the  Bos¬ 
ton  dealer,  auctioned  Col.  Cummings’  marvelous  cabinet. 

Joining  the  parade  of  Welte  orchestrion  owners  was  Giovanni  P. 
Morosini,  also  known  as  Giulia  P.  Morosini,  who  was  born  in  Venice  in 
1832,  came  to  Boston  in  1850,  and  settled  in  New  York  City  in  1854. 
He  gained  a  position  with  the  Erie  Railroad  in  its  formative  days,  soon 
became  auditor,  and  in  time  achieved  prominence  in  American  finance. 
Quite  probably,  Morosini  admired  his  numismatic  specimens  while  lis¬ 
tening  to  the  melodious  strains  of  this 
music-maker.  Years  later  in  the  October 
1 932  issue  of  The  Numismatist,  an  article, 
“Romance  of  the  Coin  Collection,”  by 
Moritz  Wormser,  told  of  the  forthcom¬ 
ing  sale  at  auction  of  the  collection  of  gold 
coins  gathered  by  the  late  Morosini,  to  be 
sold  by  the  American  Art  Association, 
Anderson  Galleries,  Inc. 

Joining  the  lineup  of  orchestrion-ori¬ 
ented  numismatists  was  William  K. 
Vanderbilt,  who  had  not  one  but  several 
Welte  orchestrions,  including  one  in  New 
York  City,  another  in  his  “cottage”  in  New¬ 
port,  Rl,  and  another  on  his  yacht! 
Vanderbilt’s  numismatic  proclivities  are  not 
known  to  the  writer,  except  that  he  signed 
on  as  a  member  of  the  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Society  on  January  16,  1899.  Rela¬ 
tives  Cornelius  and  Frederick  Vanderbilt 
were  also  happy  (presumably)  owners  of 
Welte  orchestrions,  but  have  not  been  lo¬ 
cated  on  the  roster  of  coin  collectors. 

The  Atlantic  Garden 

Hardly  a  palace,  private  or  kingly,  and 
hardly  the  home  of  royalty  of  any  sort,  the 
Atlantic  Carden  has  its  own  orchestrion- 
numismatic  connection. 

The  Atlantic  Garden,  at  50  to  54  Bowery,  in  the  lower  part  of  New 
York  City,  was  a  gathering  spot  for  over  1 00,000  German  immigrants  who 
lived  in  the  area  during  the  middle  part  of  the  nineteenth  century,  form¬ 
ing  a  community  which  some  called  “Little  Germany.” 

The  Atlantic  Garden  was  an  enclosed  version  of  the  outdoor  beer  gar¬ 
dens  so  popular  in  the  fatherland,  made  quasi-realistic  by  murals  of  trees, 
hills,  and  buildings  painted  on  the  walls.  Countless  chairs  were  arranged 
around  tables  at  which  up  to  a  thousand  patrons  gathered  singly  or  in 
groups  to  lift  their  mugs  and  enjoy  music.  Card  games,  dice,  and  other 
table  games  of  chance  helped  keep  patrons  there  long  into  the  night. 

Not  far  away,  across  the  street  at  45  Bowery,  was  the  German  Winter- 
Garden,  which  had  a  large  main  floor  above  which  was  a  circular  second- 
floor  railinged  balcony  under  a  spreading  dome.  Possibly  an  annoyance 
was  a  competitor,  the  Pacific  Carden,  which  opened  nearby  and  was  in 
business  for  a  few  years. 

Far  from  being  places  of  dissipation,  as  some  chroniclers  and  do- 
gooders  would  have  readers  of  reform  journals  and  books  believe,  the 


Tutnpa,  Flor 

Tl.r  Orchestrion,  I 
have  In  my  house 
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In  order  and  ready  a' 
all  liii.rs,  willi  pi  ipet 
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Nu.  6 
Concert- 
Orchestrion 


Contains  all  the  striking  devices. 

Height  11  :t.  Width  7  t.  0  n  lies  — 
Depth  4  ft.  0  inches. 

Fries,  Including  12  luueie  rolls  .  k  860(1. 
Faint  rrmsie-  mils,  null  10, — 


Aji  original  advertising  page  from  the  Welte  catalogue 
for  a  No.  6  Concert-Orchestrion. 
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Atlantic  Garden,  the  German  Winter-Garden,  and  several  other  pala¬ 
tial  establishments  catered  to  families  and  maintained  an  orderly,  if  oc¬ 
casionally  noisy,  decorum. 

In  1911  Edgar  H.  Adams  wrote:1 

Atlantic  Garden,  one  of  the  oldest  of  New  York’s  amusement  places,  is 
to  be  torn  down  this  month.  For  over  half  a  century  it  has  been  conducted 
as  a  German  family  resort,  where  one  could  enjoy  good  music,  and  inciden¬ 
tally,  good  beer  and  other  refreshments.  Here  held  forth  a  famous  lady  or¬ 
chestra  which  many  New  Yorkers  and  out-of-town  visitors  will  remember. 

The  Garden  was  built  on  the  site  of  the  Bull’s  Head  Tavern,  which  for  a 
time  served  as  Washington’s  headquarters  during  Revolutionary  days.  In  1852 
William  Kramer  took  the  property,  which  had  been  used  as  a  stove  factory, 
and  turned  the  front  part  of  it  into  a  resort  modeled  after  the  gardens  of  Ger¬ 
many.  A  token,  or  admission  ticket, 
was  issued  by  the  proprietors.... 

This  piece  was  struck  in  copper, 
brass,  German  silver,  and  tin. 

Actually,  in  the  early  days  the 
Atlantic  Garten,  as  it  was  called, 
shared  a  two-story  building  (plus 
dormered  attic)  with  a  maker  and 
seller  of  stoves  and  ranges,  with  the 
Garten  being  on  the  left.  Appar¬ 
ently,  opening  day,  possibly  for  pre¬ 
mises  expanded  beyond  Kramer’s 
original  1852  venture,  was  May  8, 

1858.  In  time,  the  Garten  became 
called  the  Garden  and  took  over  the 
entire  building.  To  its  left  was  the 
Bowery  Theater  on  the  left  (with  its 
facade  of  four  fluted  columns  with 
Ionic  capitals),  rising  to  about  four 
stories  in  height.  Before  the  Civil 
War  the  Bowery  was  a  wide  avenue 
of  some  elegance. 

After  the  Civil  War,  elevated 
railroad  tracks  were  built  on  open 
iron  truss  frameworks  in  New  York  City,  the  first  section  in  lower  Manhat¬ 
tan,  between  the  Battery  and  Cortlandt  Street,  opening  in  July  1 867.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  period  the  Bowery  was  disfigured  by  the  construction  of  two  sets  of 
elevated  tracks  running  on  each  side  of  the  broad  street,  at  the  second-story 
level  not  far  from  the  fronts  of  the  buildings.  Chroniclers  of  the  Bowery  point 
to  this  change  as  the  final  step  of  the  area  going  from  elegance  to  low  life. 
By  the  1 870s  the  area  was  known  for  its  prostitution,  gambling,  second-hand 
stores,  and  other  declasse  enterprises.  Reformers  could  see  no  good  in  the 
beer  halls,  including  the  Atlantic  Garden,  which  had  been  there  for  many 
years.  Various  books  on  the  “sunlight  and  shadows”  of  New  York  City  fo¬ 
cused  on  the  Bowery  as  the  low  end  of  the  desirability  scale. 

A  photograph  attributed  to  the  mid- 1870s  shows  the  facility  with  a  sign 
reading  50-ATLANTIC  GARDEN-50  across  the  facade  in  front  of  the 
attic  dormers.  A  separate  small  curved  sign  on  the  top  front  of  the  build¬ 
ing  proclaimed  the  establishment  was  also  a  HOTEL.  The  building  to  the 
left  of  the  beer  garden  had  been  renamed  the  T  halia  Theater.  To  the  right 
of  the  Atlantic  Garden  building  was  a  multi-use  building  including  a  pho¬ 
tographic  gallery. 

By  the  late  1  870s  the  roof  and  dormers  had  been  removed  to  make  way 
for  a  full  third  floor,  and  a  new  facade  had  been  built,  with  ATLANTIC 
GARDEN  across  the  top.  I  he  three-story  building  offered  access  to  the 


beer  hall  through  the  front  door,  from  which  a  passage  led  to  an  immense 
room  in  the  rear.  At  the  front  of  the  building  facing  the  street  there  were 
separate  rooms  and  offices.  By  the  early  twentieth  century  a  large  vertical 
sign  lettered  ATLANTIC  was  added  to  the  front,  overhanging  the  side¬ 
walk,  illuminated  at  night  in  the  manner  of  a  theatre  sign. 

For  many  years,  indeed  from  about  1 862  until  the  place  suffered  damage 
from  a  fire  in  1 907,  it  was  the  home  to  one,  then  another  Welte  orchestrion. 
The  second  instrument  was  brought  to  the  Atlantic  Garden  after  the  World's 
Columbian  Exposition  closed  in  1893.  The  establishment  was  proud  of  its 
successive  orchestrions,  considered  them  to  be  prime  drawing  cards,  and  fea¬ 
tured  them  prominently  in  advertising  and  publicity.  Printed  programs  were 
provided  to  patrons,  and  desired  tunes  would  be  played  upon  request. 

Even  as  the  general  district  diminished  in  its  social  desirability,  the 

Atlantic  Garden  attracted  a 
continuing  crowd  of  patrons, 
apparently  maintaining  its 
own  style  of  elegance  and 
worthwhile  entertainment. 

While  it  can  be  argued 
that  fairgoers  clutching  newly 
purchased  1893  commemo¬ 
rative  silver  Isabella  quarter 
dollars  or  shiny  1 892  or  1 893 
Columbian  half  dollars  may 
have  gathered  in  front  of  the 
Welte  orchestrion  at  the 
World’s  Fair — before  its  trip 
to  the  Atlantic  Garden  in 
New  York  City — to  hear 
“The  Last  Rose  of  Summer” 
or  “La  Traviata,”  its  numis¬ 
matic  importance  dates  be¬ 
fore  then.  In  1863,  in  the 
middle  year  of  the  Civil  War, 
the  Atlantic  Garden  issued  a 
series  of  tokens.  On  one  side 
was  the  inscription  ATLAN¬ 
TIC  GARDEN  /  50  BOWERY  /  NEW  YORK  /  1 863,  and  the  other,  a 
lyre  within  a  wreath,  with  the  surrounding  lettering,  GRAND  CON¬ 
CERT  /  EVERY  NIGHT  /  ADMISSION  /  FREE.  Undoubtedly,  the  ref¬ 
erence  was  to  concerts  played  on  the  immense  Welte  orchestrion  set  up 
in  place  on  a  platform  the  year  before,  these  in  addition  to  some  “real 
human  musicians  that  played  favorite  melodies.  The  groups  that  played 
there  over  the  years  were  numerous,  including  one  that  performed  from  a 
basket  or  small  balcony  high  above  the  audience,  the  aforementioned  “lady 
orchestra,”  and  various  players  who  strolled  among  the  tables.  One  can 
imagine  that  the  Atlantic  Garden  was  a  heady  mixture  of  laughs,  shouts, 
clinking  mugs  and  glasses,  skits,  jokes,  music,  cigar  smoke,  and  other  such 
things-all  calculated  to  help  make  time  fly,  without  a  care. 

The  Atlantic  Garden  celebrated  its  50th  anniversary  on  May  8,  1908, 
with  great  festivities.  However,  by  that  time  the  facility,  owned  by  the  sons 
of  the  founder,  William  Kramer,  Jr.,  and  Albert  J.  Kramer,  was  declining. 
As  related  in  Edgar  Adams  narrative,  the  structure  was  demolished  in  1911. 

Saturday  Night  at  the  Garden 

As  might  be  expected  from  such  a  prominent  attraction  as  the  Atlan¬ 
tic  Garden,  a  book  could  be  written  about  it.  Literally  hundreds  of  no¬ 
tices  appeared  concerning  it  in  directories,  magazines,  and  newspapers  over 


William  Kramer’s  Sons’  Atlantic  Garden,  Bowery,  New  York  City 
The  orchestrion  is  shown  near  the  center  of  the  photograph. 
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a  long  period  of  years.  1  he  following  is  a  sample  narrative,  extracted  from 
the  article  “Bowery  Saturday  Night,”  as  published  in  Harper’s  New 
Monthly  Magazine,  April  1871: 

What  a  pity  Dickens  had  not  been  for  a  few  weeks  a  Tompkins  Market 
butcher,  or,  at  least,  had  been  forced  to  do  his  marketing  here  until  he  had  pho¬ 
tographed  the  groups  around  us!  If  he  had  gone  out  by  the  south  door,  as  we 
are  doing,  he  would  have  found  at  the  street  side,  a  little  lower  down,  that  bro¬ 
ken  line  of  empty  “truck  wagons,”  and  on  the  last  of  them  that  queer-looking 
lot  of  genuine  Bowery  “gutter-snipes”  of  boys,  brimful  of  mischief  and  all 
mirthful  antics  now,  but  destined  to  grow  up  into — who  shall  tell  into  what? 
And  that  other  lot — four  of  them — dickering  with  the  squat  old  cake-woman 
on  the  curb-stone  for  their  evening  lunch  of  cakes  and  fruit.  That  is  a  Bowery 
“band,”  and  the  young  gendemen  from  Italy  muster  three  fiddles  and  a  harp.  It 
can  hardly  be  a  disadvantage  that  the  instruments  are  about  as  large,  musically 
speaking,  as  the  brown-faced  performers.  What  tune  from  the  banks  of  Styx  or 
Arno  can  that  be?  Oh,  they  are  tuning  up,  and  no  wonder  the  crowd  is  puzzled 
to  catch  the  air!  Let  us  move  on. 

“Coffees,  teas,  wines,  liquors, 
wholesale  and  retail.”  You  can  buy 
almost  anything  you  want  there, 
and  a  good  many  things  you 
ought  not  to  want,  and  the  place 
is  full,  but  it  is  worthy  of  note  that 
the  Germanic  type  is  in  a  large  mi¬ 
nority  among  the  customers.  Can 
it  be  that  lager  has  anything  to  do 
with  that?  Perhaps  we  shall  see. 

“Exchange?”  We  have  no¬ 
ticed  several  signs  like  that.  “No 
doubt  the  Germans  bring  with 
them  heaps  of  outlandish  coin, 
and  these  small  bankers  are  a 
necessary  provision. 

Not  a  bit  of  it!  These  are  the  pernicious  dens  of  the  lottery-policy  deal¬ 
ers,  and  they  are  fewer  here  than  elsewhere,  in  proportion  to  the  popula¬ 
tion.  So  are  the  faro  hells,  of  which  Bowery  maintains  a  few  tenth-rate 
specimens.  The  Germans  gamble,  some  of  them;  but  it  is  not  their  national 
vice,  and  they  are  much  too  shrewd  to  invest  their  hard  earnings  largely 
where  the  investment  is  sure  to  be  so  sadly  “permanent.” 

If  there  is  any  feature  that  is  more  characteristic  of  the  Germans  than  their 
love  of  home,  it  is  their  sociability.  American  are  at  once  gregarious  and  ex¬ 
clusive — witness  the  crowded  solitude  of  our  immense  hotels,  and  the  swarm¬ 
ing  isolation  of  our  watering-places.  Englishmen  are  neither  one  thing  nor 
the  other,  being  merely  insular,  and  as  much  insulated  as  the  condition  of 
their  individual  pockets  will  admit.  A  shrewd  look  around  us,  and  up  and 
down  a  few  of  these  parallel  and  side  streets,  will  give  us  a  tolerable  notion  of 
the  several  descriptions  of  “homes"  supplied  by  the  civic  geography  of  this 
quarter,  and  the  percentage  of  them  is  by  no  means  large  in  which  one  would 
care  to  spend  the  evening,  more  especially  a  Saturday  evening  in  the  summer. 

What  is  to  be  done,  then?  Shall  the  multitudinous  heads  that  peer  out 
of  the  windows,  as  if  reaching  for  air,  remain  there  all  the  evening?  Some 
of  them  will,  if  they  cannot  help  it.  Shall  all  the  human  bees  of  these  hives 
swarm  around  the  narrow  stoops  and  entry  ways?  They  are  crowded  with 
chattering  coteries  of  beings  of  all  ages,  and  yet  but  a  few  are  there.  Prom¬ 
enade  these  narrow  and  ill-smelling  streets?  Yes,  that  also,  if  it  does  not  rain; 
but  that  is  indeed  a  barren  resource,  and  woefully  insufficient.  What  then? 
Why,  here  is  the  cause  and  secret  of  the  endless  cafes,  beer-cellars,  and 
“gartens,”  and  their  innumerable  little  tables  with  chairs  for  four,  and  their 


large  round  tables  with  chairs  for  a  dozen.  The  Celt  or  the  Yankee  may 
march  up  to  the  bar,  alone  or  in  company,  and  take  his  more  or  less  fiery 
stimulus,  like  a  health  to  the  dead,  ’  standing  and  in  silence.  But  who  ever 
yet  saw  a  true  German,  in  his  right  mind,  take  his  Saturday  evening  lager 
all  alone:'  You  will  not  witness  such  a  solecism  this  evening,  though  the  hour 
for  recreation  has  arrived,  and  the  public  resorts  are  full. 

Yes,  no  doubt;  that  s  all  very  well  for  the  men,  but  what  of  the  women 
and  children?” 

What  of  them?  You  shall  see,  and  at  the  same  time  learn  a  lesson  that  is 
worth  learning.  If  these  Germans  could  only  “naturalize  the  idea  of  mak¬ 
ing  a  family  matter  of  all  amusements,  fewer  men  would  disgrace  their  man¬ 
hood  by  going  where  they  dare  not  take  their  wives  and  children  with  them. 

But  there  are  French  here  as  well  as  Germans,  and  both  nationalities  have 
developed  to  a  high  point,  for  good  or  evil,  the  idea  of  “cafe  life,”  even  as 
the  Americans  have  gone  made  after  hotels  and  their  unhomelike  horrors. 
The  painted  bills  of  fare  at  the  entrances,  with  prices  annexed,  announce  that 

sustenance  for  the  body  can  be 
obtained  at  the  most  reasonable 
prices.  He  must  indeed  be  a  poor 
man  who  cannot  make  out  to 
dine  at  these  rates.  Not  that  an 
opportunity  cannot  be  obtained 
hereabout;  to  order  an  expensive 
dinner,  and  that,  too,  cooked  by 
experts  of  Parisian  training;  but 
the  majority  of  Bowery  purses 
incline  to  the  more  modest  and 
moderate  establishments. 

As  for  the  lager-beer  salons, 
their  name  is  legion,  with  legions 
of  names.  The  larger  and  more 
pretentious  supply  more  or  less  of 
music — some  of  it  of  a  very  excel¬ 
lent  character,  and  some  of  it,  alas!  of  a  character  as  debased  and  execrable  as 
that  of  those  who  make  it  and  the  audiences  who  hear  it;  for  Bowers'  has  its 
“free  concert  halls,  ”  as  evil  and  disgusting,  if  possible,  as  those  of  Broadway, 
though  not  nearly  so  numerous.  Time  was,  if  we  may  trust  tradition  and  the 
police  records,  when  this  region  was  the  peculiar  hunting-ground  of  ruffi¬ 
anism,  and  the  “Bowery  Boy”  has  received  an  established  place  in  the  local 
drama  and  flash  literature;  but  the  worst  of  that  passed  away  with  the  Vol¬ 
unteer  Fire  Department,  and  now,  except  toward  the  lower  end,  which  is 
liable  to  the  incursions  of  the  Chatham  Square  Comanches  and  other  bar¬ 
barous  tribes  that  roam  over  the  howling  municipal  wilderness  south  of  Di¬ 
vision  Street,  the  Bowery,  until  after  the  orthodox  German  bedtime,  it  is 
orderly  for  its  numbers  as  any  other  portion  of  the  city.  Not  as  much  can  be 
said  for  its  auxiliaries  and  feeders;  for  there  is  a  great  deal  of  human  nature 
in  this  part  of  the  city,  and  mixed  multitudes  have  their  fermentations,  espe¬ 
cially  after  eleven  by  the  clock. 

Travelers  in  the  German  father-land  have  for  many  generations — Julius 
Caesar  being  the  first,  though  his  account  is  dry  and  unsatisfactory — 
brought  back  with  them  marvelous  stories  of  the  German  breweries  and 
beer  gardens;  and  though  our  lager  factories  are  situated  in  Newark  and 
other  suburbs  of  New  York,  we  are  not  without  one  or  two  gardens  that 
would  do  credit  to  any  university  town  in  all  Deutschland.  These  and  their 
multitudinous  small  imitators  solve  for  us  the  evening  recreation  problem. 
The  stoops  and  window  seats  in  the  side  streets  are  not  so  densely  peopled 
now  as  they  were  an  hour  ago,  and  we  may  as  well  follow  the  crowds  that 
have  left  them. 


Saturday  night  at  the  Atlantic  Garden. 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  120 


Page  3  A 


1  his  is  the  "Atlantic  Garden.  A  constant  stream  of  people  is  pouring 
out,  and  we  must  take  our  time  with  the  other  torrent  that  is  pouring  in. 
1  hrough  a  sort  of  huge  vestibule,  lined  with  busy  “bars”  and  lunch  counters, 
and  we  are  in  an  immense  hall,  somewhat  airily  rooted  with  wood.  Over 
the  vestibule,  at  this  end,  is  a  capacious  gallery,  and  away  yonder,  at  the 
other,  is  a  raised  platform,  while  midway,  on  the  left,  is  the  “bureau  of  sup¬ 
plies,"  and  over  it  the  orchestra.  In  shape  it  is  a  parallelogram,  with  another 
smaller  one  jutting  out  from  it  there  on  the  right.  No  matter  for  the  exact 
dimensions;  but  they  are  huge  enough,  and  all  this  space  is  closely  occu¬ 
pied  with  narrow  tables.  Hanked  on  either  side  by  high-backed 
benches  capable  of  seating  four  or  five  each,  ac¬ 
cording  to  physical  development. 

There  is  hardly  a  table  or  a  seat 
vacant,  and  yet  not  many  are 
compelled  to  stand  long, 
for  the  thirsty  multi¬ 
tudes  come  and  go 
with  a  son  ot  irregu¬ 
lar  regularity.  It  is  of 
no  use  to  ask  for 
strong  liquors,  for 
“ve  does  not  geep 
visky,”  and  the 
waiter  will  only 
scowl  at  you.  Very 
good  light  Rhine  wein, 
very  good  lager,  however, 
and  in  unlimited  quanti¬ 
ties — hundreds  of  casks  on  any 
warm  and  pleasant  night  like  this. 

But  we  must  not  fill  our  eyes  with  mere  sta¬ 
tistics,  for  this  is  a  representative  German  institu¬ 
tion,  thoroughly  national,  and  it  is 
also,  in  more  ways  than  one,  a  po¬ 
litical  power,  for  the  beer  garden 
has  its  distinct  and  audible  voice  in 

the  answers  of  the  November  ballot-boxes.  It  has  done  a  great  deal  in  the  way 
of  forcing  our  too  hasty  politicians  to  recognize  important  moral  facts. 

“Moral  facts?” 

Yes,  think  of  the  stifling  tenement  houses  and  the  uninviting  streets, 
and  then  look  carefully  around  you. 

Germans  all,  and  our  own  exceptional  nationality  is  promptly  and  good- 
humoredly  noted  by  the  crowd.  On  every  side  are  family  groups,  father,  mother, 
and  children,  all  merry,  all  sociable,  all  well-behaved  and  quiet.  There  is  not 
the  remotest  danger  of  insult  or  disturbance,  or  need  of  the  presence  of  any 
policeman.  The  Germans  are  proud  to  keep  up  the  respectability  of  the  place 
to  which  they  bring  their  female  friends  and  relatives,  and  we  hope  they  may 
fully  succeed  in  maintaining  it.  Here  and  there  are  couples  from  whose  appear¬ 
ance  not  even  the  crowd,  the  laughter,  and  the  lager  can  drive  away  the  sheep¬ 
ish  romance;  for  this  is  a  great  place  for  courting.  Let  us  go  forward  to  the  plat¬ 
form,  if  we  can  get  there,  and  take  a  seat  at  the  edge,  where  we  can  have  a  look 
down  upon  these  hundreds  of  Bowery  Germans. 

You  wish  they  were  not  drinking  lager-beer  and  Rhine  wein? 

Your  superior  wisdom  and  philanthropy  is  to  be  bowed  to,  but  what  if  it 
were  whisky,  or  even  the  strong  beer  of  old  England,  would  that  better  the  case? 

“There  should  be  no  compromise?” 

Well,  lager  may  fairly  be  viewed  in  that  light,  but  it  is  a  compromise  up, 
nor  down;  and  then  what  about  the  tenement  houses  this  hot  night?  It  is  doubt- 


New  York  elevated  railroad  station  at  Bowery  and  Canal  Street. 
Notice  the  Atlantic  Garden  next  to  the  Thalia  Theater  in  the  photo 


less  true  that  Croton  is  a  healthful,  sociable,  and  stimulating  beverage  of  a  Sat¬ 
urday  night,  after  a  week’s  labor,  and  there  are  better  places  than  the  beer  gar¬ 
dens,  but  also  there  are  worse.  And  do  not  let  us  moralize  over  what  we  per¬ 
haps  do  not  altogether  understand.  You  think  there  is  a  crowd  here  to-night; 
and  so  there  is,  and  a  crowd  so  quiet  over  its  beer  and  wine  as  to  seem  almost 
stupid;  but  you  should  have  been  here  on  Saturday  night,  September  10,  1870, 
when  the  details  of  the  great  French  overthrow  at  Sedan  were  being  brought 
in  from  the  telegraph  offices,  and  you  would  have  seen  what  a  heat  of  intense 
enthusiasm  slumbers  under  this  calm,  stolid,  Teutonic  surface.  They  made  a 
sort  of  human  pyramid  there  in  the  centre,  and  a  big-voiced  German 
shouted  out  the  news,  but  no  one  could  hear  him  at  twenty 
paces.  There  were  flags  and  portraits  on  the  walls; 
and  how  they  did  cheer,  and  how  the  band 
up  there,  doubled  for  the  occasion,  did 
bang  and  work  at  the  national  airs! 
They  sang  the  “German  s  Fa¬ 
ther-land”  and  Luther’s  Hymn, 
and  patriotic  choruses  of  a 
dozen  lands,  until  they  were 
hoarse,  and  hardly  could  get 
breath  to  drink  the  health  of 
“unser  Fritz”  and  Von 
Moltke,  and  every  body  else. 
They  even  tried  to  waltz,  and 
nearly  brought  the  platform 
down,  but  desisted  out  of  regard 
for  the  ladies;  and  nobody  was 
drunk,  as  they  would  have  been  if 
they  had  been,  let  us  say  Patagonians; 
and  one  could  not  help  feeling  that  a  part  of 
“Father-land”  was  here,  for  they  had  brought  it  with 
them  in  their  hearts. 

One  more  brief  walk  on  our 
way  up  town  through  the  still- 
crowded  street,  for  it  is  yet  early.  Not 
much  extravagance  in  dress  about 


us,  and  an  endless  stream  of  oddities  in  face  and  form  and  apparel,  but  very  little 
noise,  or  nonsense,  or  glaring  vice — that  is,  much  less  than  you  would  naturally 
expect. 

It  is  wonderfully  easy  to  collect  a  crowd,  for  every  body  is  out  to  be 
amused,  and  an  excitement  is  an  especial  windfall.  A  dog-fight  or  a  bro¬ 
ken  window  would  gather  a  thousand  in  a  minute;  but  there  are  no  fights 
or  broken  windows,  and  we  are  compelled  to  admit  that  Bowery  has  a  re¬ 
spectability  of  its  own.  Two  or  three  hours  later  things  may  have  changed 
for  the  worse,  but  then  these  throngs  who  are  passing  us  now  will  be  at  home 
and  abed;  for  their  week’s  work  is  over,  they  have  had  their  Saturday 
evening,  and  every  soul  of  them  is  honestly  and  reasonably  tired. 

While  it  can  be  argued  that  the  most  important  things  about  a  coin, 
token,  or  piece  of  paper  money  are  its  grade  and  market  value,  in  the 
writer’s  opinion,  the  romance  and  history  of  an  item  are  also  of  a  high  order 
of  importance  and,  in  the  long  run,  more  contributory  to  the  enjoyment 
and  ownership  of  any  numismatic  specimen. 

Each  time  I  view  a  “lowly”  Civil  War  token  from  the  Atlantic  Gar¬ 
den,  market  value  about  $10  for  an  EF  specimen,  I  can  in  my  mind’s 
eye  envision  the  laughter  and  music  of  yesteryear  at  one  of  New  York 
City’s  favorite  gathering  spots. 

1  “Live  American  Numismatic  Items,”  The  Numismatist,  September  Dll. 
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1840-0  With  Drapery.  MS-60.  Very  lustrous. 
Brilliant  with  light  golden  toning.  A  few  notches 
quality-wise  above  the  usually  seen  example  of 


this  issue . 1  ;260 

1840- 0  With  Drapery.  VF-20  (ANACS) . 105 

1841- 0  AU-58.  Just  a  whisper  from  Mint  State.  545 

1845  EF-45 . 95 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  EF-40 . 135 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  VF-35 . 75 

1858-  S  F-15 . 145 

1859- S  VF-20 . 299 

1861  EF-45 . 75 

1863  F-12 . 59 

1865- S  VF-20 . 299 

1866- S  With  Motto.  F-12 . 369 

1867  AU-50  (ANACS).  Lightly  toned . 750 

1870  Proof-62.  Light  golden  toning . 435 

1873  Arrows.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 490 

1875-S  VF-20 . 155 

1877  VF-20 . 34 


1877-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  gold  toning.  995 

1877- S  S  over  horizontal  S.  VF-30.  Curious  and 

interesting  Engraving  Department  error  at  the 
Mint;  the  S  was  first  punched  in  a  horizontal 
position,  then  corrected . 195 

1878- CC  F-12 . 52 

1 882  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delicate  ton¬ 
ing  around  the  borders.  A  very  nice  example  of 
this  popular  low-mintage  date . 875 

1891  Proof-62.  Brilliant  fields;  delicate  golden  ton¬ 
ing  around  the  rims.  One  ol  the  nicest  you'll 

ever  find  at  this  grade  level . 425 

1891-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Light  gray  surfaces. ...  195 
1891-S  AU-50.  Toned . 175 
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Barber  dimes  in  this  issue  include  many  high- 
grade  circulated  pieces  plus  some  nice  Mint  State 
and  Proof  issues — all  in  all  a  quite  varied  offering. 
1 892  Type  I  (tip  of  crossbar  of  E  in  UNITED  vis¬ 


ible).  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1892  Type  II.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 495 

1892  Type  II.  AU-58 . 135 

1892  Type  II.  EF-45 . 85 

1892- 6  Type  II.  MS-60 . 285 

1 893- 0  MS-64.  Pale  champagne  iridescence  at  the  cen¬ 
ters  deepens  to  golden  brown  peripherally.  ....  850 

1893-0  VF-20 . 39 


1 894  Proof-64  (NGC).  Attractive  light  golden  ton¬ 
ing  around  the  borders  with  just  a  whisper  of 
light  blue.  A  splendid  coin,  as  you  will  see  when 


you  open  your  package  from  us.  Quality!  .825 

1894-S  AU-53 . 185 

1896  MS-64.  Light  golden  toning.  Far  above  aver¬ 
age  in  quality. . 595 

1 896-0  F-l  5.  Scarce  variety. . 89 

1897  AU-58.  Brilliant . 149 

1898  MS-60.  Light  golden  toning . 1  59 

1900-S  AU-50 . 125 

1901  MS-61.  Brilliant . 179 

1902  Proof-61.  Brilliant  and,  for  the  grade,  very 

pleasing . 395 

1902  AU-55.  Brilliant . 129 

1902-0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 195 

1902-0  EF-45 . 125 

1902-0  VF-25 . 65 

1902-S  MS-60.  Lightly  toned . 415 

1904  AU-50 . 129 


1904  EF-40 . 69 

1905  AU-55.  Lightly  toned . 139 

1906  MS-60.  Light  golden  toning . 169 

1906  EF-45 . 85 

1907  Proof-60.  Iridescent  toning . 350 

1907  AU-58.  Golden  toning . 149 

1907  VF-20 . 34 

1908-D  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 135 

1908-D  VF-35 . 45 

1910  AU-58.  Brilliant . 159 

1911  MS-62 . 195 

191 1-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1913  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  gem  of  se¬ 
lected  quality.  . 1,895 

1913- D  AU-58 . 195 

1914  AU-55.  Brilliant . 129 

1914- D  AU-50 . 119 

1915  AU-50 . HO 

191 5- D  AU-58  (PCGS) . 159 

1 91 5-D  AU-55 . 129 

191 5- D  EF-40 . 69 

1916- D  Barber.  AU-58 . 135 

1916-D  Barber.  VF-20 . 34 


Slainliii!?  l.ilHTh  Qtiailm 

Standing  Liberty  quarter  dollars  are  among  the 
most  beautiful  of  all  American  coins.  Make  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  Galleries  your  headquarters  when 
you  build  a  high-grade  set!  We  are  very  particular 
when  we  buy  coins  for  our  inventory,  and  we  know 
you  will  be  pleased  with  what  you  receive  from  us. 
Check  what  we  have  to  offer. 

1917  Type  I.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 350 

1917  Type  I.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 99 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  850 

1917  Type  II.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 265 

1917- D  Type  II.  MS-60 . 165 

1918  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1918- D  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Lustrous  and  beautiful. 

Not  easy  to  find  in  this  combination  of  high 
grade  and  high  quality. . 725 

1918-D  MS-63  FH  (NGC).  Brilliant.  We’ve  pur¬ 
chased  two  examples,  and  both  are  very  nice,  of 
this  scarce  mintmark,  each  with  Full  Head 
sharpness.  Buy  one  for  only  . 1,195 

1 9 1 8- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  especially  brilliant  and 

quite  beautiful  specimen . 650 

1919  EF-40 . 69 

1919- S  EF-45  (NGC) . 419 

1921  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Highly  acclaimed  as  a  key 

issue.  A  beautiful  specimen  that  is  guaranteed 

to  please  (as  always) . 1,295 

1921  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lovely  specimen 

of  this  scarce  date . 1 ,295 

1921  AU-50.  Attractive  with  light  toning . 3S0 

1923-S  EF-40 . 435 

1924  MS-62.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1925  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 159 

1925  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1  55 

1926  MS-60 . 1 1 5 

1926-D  MS-63.  Brilliant.  We've  recently  bought 

several  nice  1926-D  quarters;  this  issue  offers 
a  fine  selection . 1 45 


Shown  above  is  an  illustration  of  the  interior  of  the  First  National  Bank, 
Spencer,  Nebraska,  circa  1908.  The  gentleman  shown  at  the  cashier’s  window  may 
or  may  not  have  been  incompetent,  I  guess  we  will  never  know,  as  he  is  not 
identified.  What  we  do  know  is  that  the  Standard  Catalog  of  National  Bank  Notes 
by  John  Hickman  and  Dean  Oakes,  informs  us  that  this  particular  bank  was 
organized  on  June  1  8,  1 904,  with  capital  of  $25,000,  but  didn  1 1  ast  very  long.  On 
July  1 4,  1  922,  it  went  into  receivership.  “Reason  for  failure:  Local  depression  and 
incompetent  management,”  according  to  the  same  authors.  By  the  time  the  hank 
closed  up  there  was  $99,995  worth  of  its  $10  and  $20  notes  still  in  circulation. 
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1926-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  satiny  sur¬ 


faces .  143 

1926-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 125 


1926-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous.  An  especially  nice  specimen  of  this  key 
date  among  later  Standing  Liberty  quarters.  A  prize 


item  tor  the  connoisseur  and  specialist . 1,195 

1927- S  EF-40  (ANACS) . 975 

1928- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 375 

1928- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 235 

1929  MS-65  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 579 

1929  MS-64  (NGC).  Warm  golden  gray  toning.  1 99 

1929  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 120 

1929-  S  MS-65  FH  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 

1929-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 79 

1930  MS-64.  Brilliant . 225 

1930  MS-63  (PCGS) . 159 

1930  MS-62.  Brilliant . 119 

1930  AU-58  (PCI).  Brilliant . 65 


Wasliiiiitloii  Huailm 

Our  offering  of  Washington  quarters  includes  a 
wide  variety  of  dates  and  mints — offering  many 
possibilities  if  you  are  a  specialist.  Quality  is  always 
foremost  when  we  buy,  and  you  will  like  what  you 
see  when  your  order  arrives. 


1932-D  AU-50 . 259 

1932-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 179 

1934  Medium  Motto.  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant.  39 

1934-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,195 

1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,195 


1934-D  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  very  beautiful.  325 


1934-D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . . 325 

1934- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1935- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Nuances  of  golden  ton¬ 

ing  over  deeply  frosty,  brilliant  surfaces.  Beau¬ 
tiful!  . 1,495 

1935-D  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 285 

1935- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79 

1936  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 

light  golden  peripheral  toning.  A  prize  example 
of  this  modern  Proof  rarity. . 875 

1936  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Lowest-mintage 

issue  among  Proof  Washington  quarters.  A 
beautiful  coin . 750 

1936- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Key  issue  in 

Mint  State  (but  of  no  particular  account  in  worn 
grades).  A  lovely  specimen . 475 

1936-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 85 

1936- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 75 

1937  Proof-66.  Brilliant . 465 

1937  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 350 

1937- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1937-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1937-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1939  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29 

1939  MS-63.  Brilliant . 25 

1940-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 59 

1940-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1942  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1942-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 99 

1 942- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 56 


1942- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 17 

1943- S  AU-58 . 19 

1945- S  MS-66.  Brilliant . 99 

1946- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 10 

1946-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 5 

1950  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1950-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 5 


Half  Dollars 

This  issue  contains  many  outstanding  half  dollars 
from  early  years  to  late.  Each  and  every  piece  is 
guaranteed  to  be  in  the  numerical  grade  you  want, 
have  the  visual  appeal  you  expect,  and  to  be  priced 
reasonably — or  your  money  back.  Over  the  years 
we  have  helped  form  some  of  the  finest  collections 
of  half  dollars  ever  assembled.  Whether  you  are 
interested  in  a  few  scattered  pieces  for  a  type  set,  or 
a  specialized  collection  by  die  varieties,  date  or 
mintmarks,  you  have  come  to  the  right  place! 

Klowiii!*  Hair  Hall  Dollars 

1795  Overton-104.  F-12.  Attractive  surfaces  with 
light  gray  toning.  A  splendid  specimen  of  the 

First  design  type  in  the  series . 1 ,250 

The  Flowing  Hair  style  was  used  only  in  1794  and  1795. 
Counterparts  were  made  in  the  half  dime  and  dollar  series  as 
well. 

1795  O-l  08a.  VG-8.  A  pleasing  specimen  at  this 


grade  level . 625 

1795  0-109.  VF-20  (PCGS).  Light  silver-gray  sur¬ 
faces.  A  beautiful  early  half  dollar . 1,895 


1795  O-lll  Three  Leaves  50 <t 


1795  0-111.  Three  Leaves  variety.  Rarity-4. 
VF-25  (NGC).  The  Three  Leaves  issue  is  a 
sub-type  which  places  the  variety  in  special  de¬ 
mand . 6,900 

From  the  Robinson  S.  Brown,  Jr.  Collection. 

As  a  sub-type  the  1795  with  three  leaves  below  each 
wing  on  the  reverse  is  over  100  times  rarer  than  the  usually 
seen  Two  Leaves  style.  Its  listing  in  the  Guide  Book  has  in¬ 
creased  the  demand  substantially  over  the  years.  Most  known 
pieces  are  well  worn,  considerably  lower  in  grade  than  the 
showpiece  offered  here. 

I)iaiit‘il  llusl  Hall  hollars 

1803  0-102.  Large  3.  VF-30  (ANACS).  Draped 
Bust  obverse,  as  first  employed  in  the  half  dol¬ 
lar  series  in  1801 . 495 

1803  0-104.  Small  3.  Rarity-3.  EF-45.  Very  at¬ 
tractively  toned . 1,395 

As  a  class,  1 803  half  dollars  with  the  Small  3  in  date  are 
considerably  rarer  than  those  with  the  Large  3. 


Capped  llusl  Half  Hollars 

fl‘ll(‘ITll  lilloT 

Capped  Bust  half  dollars,  with  lettered  edge,  de¬ 
signed  by  John  Reich,  were  produced  from  1807 
through  1836  inclusive.  The  span  comprises  many 
interesting  overdates  and  die  varieties.  At  the  time, 
silver  dollars  were  not  being  struck,  and  half  dollars 
took  the  position  as  the  largest  silver  coin  of  the 
realm.  Thus,  quantities  were  used  as  specie  reserves 
by  banks,  for  bulk  transactions,  and  other  purposes. 
This  resulted  in  large  numbers  being  minted  and, 
simultaneously,  pieces  being  stored  without  the 
normal  effects  of  circulation.  Thus,  today  the  half 
dollars  of  this  era  are  more  readily  available  in 
higher  grades— such  as  EF,  AU,  and  Mint  State — 
than  would  otherwise  be  the  case. 

The  following  listing  contains  many  interesting 
Capped  Bust  half  dollars.  Look  over  our  selection 
carefully,  and  order  with  the  confidence  that  each 
piece  is  of  selected  quality — guaranteed  to  please. 

1807  O-l  1 2.  Large  Stars.  50/20.  AU-50  (NGC).  A 
very  attractive  specimen  combining  light  toning 
with  some  original  mint  lustre.  A  very  nice  strike, 

which  for  this  variety  is  seldom  the  case. . 1,850 

1809  0-109.  IIII  edge.  AU-50  (NGC) . 750 

1811  0-101.  AU-50  (ANACS).  Warmly  toned  in 
pleasing  rainbow  hues . 635 

1817  0-113.  MS-61  (NGC).  Intermingled  golden 

brown  and  slate  gray  toning.  In  the  middle  of 
the  Overton  Condition  Census  for  the  die  vari¬ 
ety,  which  is  listed  as  65-65-60-55-55 . 995 

1818  0-107.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces  with 

amber  toning  through  the  date.  Needle-sharp 
strike.  A  prize  winner! . 1,895 

1819/8  0-101.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Light  gray  ton¬ 
ing  with  a  hint  of  gold  over  lustrous  surfaces. 
Popular  overdate . 1 ,695 


Gem  1819/8  Overdate 


1819/8  0-104.  Large  9.  MS-64.  (NGC).  Pale 
golden  brown  with  blue  and  lilac  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing.  Certainly,  this  is  one  of  the  very  finest  in 
existence  anywhere! . 3, 1 50 


“FJow  many  a  man  has  dated 
a  new  era  in  his  life  from  rhe 
reading  of  a  book. 

— Henry  David  Thoreau 
[1817-1862] 
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1820/19  0-101  AU-50  (ANACS) . 750 

1820/19  0-102.  AU-53  (NGC) . 735 

1820  0-102.  VF-30 . 175 

1820  0-105.  MS-61  (NGC).  Attractive  iridescent 

toning.  Somewhat  prooflike.  Long  recognized 
as  one  of  the  scarcer  dates  in  the  series . 950 

1821  0-101.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 495 

1823  0-103.  VF-20 . 115 

1823  0-111.  Normal  3.  MS-64.  Deep  gray  with 
faint  steel  blue.  A  thin  diagonal  scratch  on 
Liberty’s  bust  is  hidden  by  the  toning.  ..  1,850 

1824  0-105.  Rarity-2.  AU-53  (NGC).  Brilliant 

with  rainbow  peripheral  toning . 295 

1824  0-111.  AU-50 . 285 

1825  0-112.  AU-55 . 335 

1825  0-112.  AU-50 . 285 

1826  0-1 20a.  Rarity-3.  AU-50 . 350 

1827/6  0-101.  Rarity-2.  MS-63  (NGC).  Needle- 

sharp  obverse  strike,  almost  a  presentation  is¬ 
sue.  Remarkable! . 1,950 

1827  0-1 20a.  Square-Base  2.  AU-50  (PCGS).  425 
1827  0-147.  Curl-Base  2.  AU-50.  Satiny  golden 

surfaces . 495 

1829  0-1 12.  MS-63.  Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces.  1,295 

1830  0-123.  MS-62 . 795 

1831  0-103.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 

trous  with  a  whimper  of  golden  toning.  Ideal  for 
a  type  or  variety  set . 1,595 

1831  0-103.  AU-50 . 275 


1832  0-101.  Large  Letters.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Very 
conservatively  graded.  In  our  opinion  this  coin 
could  easily  be  called  Mint  State  (in  which  in¬ 
stance  it  would  be  priced  several  hundred  dol¬ 
lars  higher).  Intermingled  blue,  gray,  and  golden 
brown  toning.  The  variety  is  made  distinctive  by 
a  heavy  die  crack  connecting  the  eagles  right  wing 
( viewers  left)  to  the  olive  branch.  Not  easy  to  find 
in  high  grades;  key  major  variety. . 895 

1832  0-122.  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  and 

gray  toning  over  brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces.  Very 
attractive . 1,450 

1833  0-107.  AU-55 . 295 

1833  0-112.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 275 

1833  Capped  Bust  half  dollar  counterstamped  by 

the  compounder  of  Houck’s  Panacea,  Baltimore. 
VF-35.  Counterstamp  on  obverse  is  especially 
deep  and  bold . 785 

Upon  request  by  the  buyer  we  will  send  a  sketch  of  the 
history  of  Houck  and  his  patent  medicine,  which  seems  to 
have  been  extensively  advertised  on  half  dollars. 


Enjoy  Yourself. 

Coin  collecting  is  a  very  pleasurable 
pursuit.  The  best  way  to  “get  involved”  is  to 
buy  some  useful  and  interesting  books  on 
the  subject — not  price  guides  or  market 
reports,  but  books  that  tell  you  about 
coins,  how  they  were  made  and  how  they 
were  used. 

Our  Books  for  Sale  section  in  this  issue 
offers  many  interesting  and  worthwhile 
titles,  all  priced  at  a  discount! 


1834  0-101.  Large  Date,  Large  Letters.  AU-55 


(PCGS) . 315 

1834  0-103.  EF-45.  Brilliant . 99 


Gem  1836  L.E.  Half  Dollar 


1836  0-122.  Lettered  Edge.  MS-64  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant,  lustrous,  frosty,  and  beautiful!  . 2,595 


t'aiHiml  Dust Hall  Dollar 


Superb  Gem  1839  Half  Dollar 
Capped  Bust 


1839  Capped  Bust,  Large  Letters.  MS-64 

(NGC).  Mottled  golden  amber  and  pale  blue 
toning.  Rarely  seen  or  offered  at  this  grade  level. 
A  gorgeous  item  for  your  specialized  collection 
or  type  set . 4,750 

The  short-lived  design  with  Capped  Bust  obverse,  reeded 
edge,  and  with  the  denomination  as  HALF  DOL. 

Liberty  Seated  Hall  Dollars 

The  formation  of  a  basic  set  of  Liberty  Seated  half 
dollars  is  at  once  a  challenge  and  a  pleasurable  pur¬ 
suit.  With  the  exception  of  a  handful  of  pieces, 
there  are  no  truly  expensive  rarities.  Most  dates  and 
varieties  are  eminently  affordable. 

Our  present  offering  is  quite  extensive  and  in¬ 
cludes  issues  from  early  to  late,  and  in  just  about 
every  grade  imaginable.  As  always,  quality  is  the 
byword,  and  each  piece  is  guaranteed  to  please. 

1839  No  Drapery.  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  splendid 
specimen  at  this  grade  level.  Highly  important 
as  a  type,  quite  scarce  in  all  higher  grades,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  AU  or  finer . 1 ,695 

The  earliest  dies  of  the  Liberty  boated  halt  dollar  did  not 
have  drapery  at  the  elbow,  and  were  a  close  resemblance  to 
Christian  Gobrecht  s  silver  dollar  design  of  1 836  (which  also 
lacked  drapery).  Later  in  the  year,  Robert  Ball  Hughes  rede¬ 
signed  the  Liberty  Seated  tigure  slightly,  and  added  drapery, 
thus  isolating  the  without-drapery  issue  as  a  distinct  type. 

While  normally  the  first  year  of  a  design  attracted  public 
attention,  this  was  not  the  case  with  the  Liberty  Seated  half 
dollar.  Pieces  slipped  into  circulation  unnoticed,  and  we  are 
not  aware  of  even  a  small  group  of  pieces  being  set  aside  as  a 
novelty.  Thus,  Mint  State  pieces  are  very  difficult  to  find,  and 
even  a  choice  AU  coin  such  as  this  can  be  called  a  scarcity. 


1840-0  EF-40  (ANACS).  A  very  interesting,  in¬ 
deed  quite  curious  variety  with  extended  den¬ 
ticles  on  the  obverse,  with  the  result  that  there 
is  virtually  no  space  between  the  outer  tips  of 
the  stars  and  the  teeth  in  the  border . 295 


Memorable  1842-0  Small  Date  Rarity 


1842-0  Small  Date.  EF-40  (ANACS).  Lightly 
toned  surfaces.  A  very  nice  example  of  one  of 
the  key  issues  in  the  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar 
series.  Rarely  does  one  become  available  at  this 

grade  level . 3,650 

The  1 842-0  Small  Date  has  been  a  classic  in  the  series 
for  a  long  time.  Most  known  pieces  are  well  worn,  with  VG 
and  Fine  being  typical  and  also  quite  desirable.  VF  coins  are 
seen  now  and  then,  but  at  the  EF-40  level  such  pieces  are  rare. 

Proof  like  Mint  State  1843-0  Half  Dollar 


1843-0  MS-63,  prooflike.  Mottled  light  golden 
and  iridescent  toning  over  highly  prooflike  sur¬ 
faces.  An  exceptional  specimen,  in  our  opin¬ 


ion .  2,450 

1846  Tall  Date.  AU-50 . 240 

1846-0  Tall  Date.  F-12 . 350 


Classic  1847/6  Rarity 


1847/6  EF-45  (ANACS).  Only  when  great  col¬ 
lections  come  on  the  market  is  an  1847/6  half 
dollar  apt  to  be  encountered  in  any  grade.  For 
the  Liberty  Seated  specialist  here,  indeed,  is  a 

prize,  a  showpiece . 1 0,950 

1847-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Fairly  scarce 

in  Mint  State . 1 ,450 

1848  Wiley  Bugert-103.  Raritv-7  +  .  MS-63. 
Especially  rare  in  this  high  grade.  A  prize 
for  the  Liberty  Seated  specialist  and  connois¬ 
seur . 1,395 
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18-t8  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  centers 
changing  to  a  light  amber  peripherally.  Very 
scarce;  we  doubt  that  more  than  three  or  four 
dozen  Uncirculated  examples  could  be  ac¬ 
counted  for . 1,395 

1850  AU-58  (NGC).  Splendid  iridescent  toning. 
Most  probably  from  an  old-time  collection.  1,095 


Remarkable  1850-0  Half  Dollar 


1850-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  and  very  attrac¬ 
tively  toned.  Needle  sharp  definition  of  detail. 
This  gorgeous  1850-0  is  one  of  the  finest  we 
have  ever  offered  for  sale.  A  find  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur  and  specialist.  Here  is  a  coin  that  will 
be  contemplated  with  pleasure  for  many  years 
to  come . 4,750 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-60.  Brilliant  with  lots 

of  mint  frost . 1,395 

1854  Arrows.  EF-40 . 1 10 

1855/4  Arrows.  AU-50.  A  sharp  and  quite  attrac¬ 
tive  specimen  of  this  interesting  overdate.  695 

Don  t  Miss  Our 
Free  Offer! 

As  a  lagniappe,  if  you  request  it  when  placing 
your  coin  or  book  order  for 
S50  or  more,  we  will 
send  you  one  of  these 
special  tokens  described 
on  page  12 — your 
choice.  Or,  if  your  or¬ 
der  is  for  $100  or  more, 
we'll  send  you  both  of  them. 
However,  these  must 
requested,  as  they  cost 
us  into  four  figures  to 
have  made,  and  we 
only  want  appreciative 
new  owners.  Limit:  two 
tokens  per  client. 

If  you  want  to  buy  some  tokens , 
we  offer  these  for  $3  each, 
limit  10  per  buyer. 

All  offers  arc  subject  to  availability.  Once  our  supply 
is  depleted,  there  will  be  no  more. 


1855-0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty, 
and  lustrous.  An  exceptional-quality  specimen 
of  this  early  New  Orleans  issue . 1,895 

1855- 0  Arrows.  AU-55  (NGC) . 350 

1 856- S  EF-40.  Very  scarce  variety.  Among  the  finer 

examples  to  come  on  the  market  in  recent  years. 
A  major  opportunity  for  the  Liberty  Seated  spe¬ 
cialist . 465 

It  is  believed  that  most  of  this  issue  went  to  the  Orient.  At 
the  time  such  pieces  were  the  largest  silver  issues  produced  on 
the  West  Coast  (the  first  silver  dollars  were  not  made  until  1 859; 


the  1 859-S  was  specifically  produced  on  the  request  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  merchants,  who  desired  a  trade  coin  for  use  in  China). 


1858  AU-55 . 175 

1858- 0  AU-50  (PCGS) . 185 

1859- 0  AU-58.  Light  iridescent  toning . 235 

1861  AU-58.  Brilliant . 235 


1862-S  Large  S.  WB-101.  Rarity-5+.  MS-63. 

Full,  brilliant  mint  frost.  Delightful  aesthetic 
appeal.  While  the  1862-S  half  dollar  is  relatively 
available  in  lower  grades,  in  choice  Mint  State 
it  is  somewhat  of  a  rarity. . 1,350 


You  Cant  Get  There  From  Here  (Very  Easily) 


We  recently  received  this  note  fi'om  Wynn 
Bowers ,  son  of  Dave  Bowers,  about  a  trip  he 
was planningto  take  traveling  on  Amtrak.  He 
will  be  leaving  from  Worcester,  MA  to  New 
York  City.  This  is  what  he  had  to  say: 

“Dear  Dad, 

“In  a  few  weeks,  I  will  take  a  train  trip 
from  Worcester,  MA  to  New  York  City  for 
a  convention.  The  easy  way  to  plan  would 
have  been  to  call  their  800  number.  In  a  few 
minutes  the  trip  would  have  been  com¬ 


pletely  worked  out,  but  the  result  would  not 
have  been  so  interesting. 

“Instead,  I  spent  1 0  minutes  searching  on 
the  internet  World  Wide  Web,  to  locate 
“www.amtrak.com.’’  Once  there,  I  requested 
and  got  a  direct  routing  from  Worcester  to 
NYC,  a  five-hour  190-mile  trip.  When  I 
asked  for  the  return  trip,  I  got  three  options 
includingone  listed  here — which  takes  nearly 
20  hours  and  covers  nearly  600  miles!” 

— Wynn 


(Returning)  New  York  City  to  Worcester 

AmtrakIKI  itinerary,  as  calculated  by  Trakrouter 


Segment 

Svc. 

Depart 

Arrive 

Travel  time 

Layover 

New  York  -  Penn  Station,  New  York 

Carolinian 

•  240  mi • 

(NYP) 

to  Washington,  DC  (WAS) 

79 

6:15  am  ET 
Daily 

9:50  am  ET 
Same  day 

3  hr  35  min 

1  hr  40  min 

Washington,  DC  (WAS) 
to  Chicago,  Illinois  (CHI) 

Cardinal  *921  mi  • 

51 

1 1 :30  am  ET 
SuWeFr 

9:45  am  CT 
Next  day 

23  hr  15  min 

8  hr  15  min 

Chicago,  Illinois  (CHI) 
to  Worcester,  Massachusetts  (WOR) 

Lake  Shore 

Limited  •  973  mi  • 

448 

6:00  pm  CT 
Daily 

2:46  pm  ET 
Next  day 

19  hr  46  min 

— 

(Going)  Worcester  to  New  York  City 

Arntrak11  itinerary,  as  calculated  by  Trakrouter' 

Segment 

Svc. 

Depart 

Arrive 

Travel  time 

Layover 

Worcester,  Massachusetts  (WOR) 

NortheastDirect/Bay  State  •  191  mi  • 

to  New  York  -  Penn  Station,  New  York 

(NYP) 

145 

9:00  am  ET 
Daily 

2:00  pm  ET 
Same  day 

5  hours 

— 
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Choice  1866-S  Half  Dollar 

No  Motto  Rarity 


1866-S  No  Motto.  WB-101.  Rarity-7  at  this 
grade  level.  MS-63.  Ivory  satin  lustre  with  very 
faint  splashes  of  golden  brown.  An  aesthetically 
delightful  example  of  this  rarity.  Total  mintage 
not  known,  but  estimated  at  60,000  by  the 
Guide  Book . 7,995 


trous  surfaces  with  delicate  golden  toning.  A 
splendid  specimen  of  an  issue  rarely  seen  at  this 
grade  level . 2,050 


1869-S  WB-101.  Rarity-6+.  MS-62.  I  .ustrous 
surfaces.  Light  golden  toning.  Rarely  seen  in 

Mint  State . 1 ,450 

1873  No  Arrows,  Closed  3.  AU-50 . 275 


Beautiful  1873  Half  Dollar 


1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  The  Irosty  devices 
beautifully  complement  the  satiny  fields.  The 
central  areas  are  brilliant  changing  to  pale  cham¬ 
pagne  at  the  rims.  An  important  condition  rar¬ 
ity  this  nicely  preserved . 3,895 

1873  Arrows.  MS-62.  Lilac  and  gray  toning. 
Sharply  struck  with  very  lustrous  surfaces.  1,595 


“That  wonderful  book, 
while  it  obtains  admiration 
from  the  most  fastidious  crit¬ 
ics,  is  loved  by  those  who 
are  too  simple  to  admire 
it.” — Thomas  Babington, 
Lord  Macaulay  [1800- 
1859] 


Remarkable  Mint  State  1873-S  50C 


1873- S  Arrows.  WB-101.  Rarity-7+.  MS-63.  A 

brilliant,  lustrous,  and  frosty  specimen  with  deli¬ 
cate  toning.  Splendid,  indeed  one  of  the  finest 
we  have  ever  had  in  our  inventory.  A  find  for  the 
connoisseur  and  specialist . 5,250 

1874  Arrows.  Proof-60  (PCI).  Nicely  toned.  .795 

1 87 4  Arrows.  AU-53  (PCI).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Incredibly  popular  as  a  “type”  coin . 465 

1874  Arrows.  AU-50.  Highly  lustrous . 435 

1874- CC  Arrows.  VF-20.  Rare!  Very  elusive  in 

all  grades,  the  1874-CC  is  only  seen  when  great 
collections  come  to  market.  Another  find  for 
the  specialist . 950 

1875  AU-55.  Gorgeous  rose  and  deep  blue  toning 

halos  surround  light  golden  centers . 185 

1875  AU-55  (NGC) . 185 

1875- CC  Small  CC.  WB-102.  Rarity-7+.  MS- 

63.  Reflective  satiny,  white  surfaces  with  a 
blending  of  rose  and  lilac.  Faint  hairlines  are 
visible  in  the  obverse  fields . 1,250 

1875-CC  AU-55  (ANACS) . 325 

1875-S  AU-50 . 165 

1877- S  Drapery.  MS-60 . 375 

1878- CC  EF-40.  Very  scarce  in  all  grades.  An  im¬ 
portant  opportunity  for  the  specialist . 1,895 

1881  Proof-64  (NGC).  Splendid  light  gunmetal- 
blue  and  gray  toning.  A  gorgeous  specimen  of  a 
highly  prized,  low-mintage  date.  Hand-picked 
quality  (you  would  have  to  consider  several  Proof 
half  dollars  graded  Proof-64  in  order  to  find 
one  with  this  exceptional  eye  appeal) . 1,350 

1883  AU-58  (NGC).  Light  gold  and  blue  periph¬ 
eral  toning . 625 

1884  MS-64.  Light  amber  toning.  Far  rarer  than 

Proof.  You’ll  really  like  this  gem! . 1,350 

Business  strike  mintage  of  only  4,400  coins!  A  true 
American  rarity — a  splendid  specimen.  It  you  want  some¬ 
thing  “special”  in  your  collection,  this  piece  is  for  you. 

1885  MS-63.  Nicely  toned  in  gold  with  a  whisper 
of  light  blue.  Very  rare  in  choice  Mint  State. 
Another  “find”  for  the  discriminating  buyer. 
Remarkable  for  its  low  business  strike  mintage 
of  only  5,200  pieces.  Far  rarer  than  an  equiva¬ 


lent  Proof. . 1,150 

1887  AU-58  (NGC).  Low-mintage  issue . 895 

1889  Proof-62.  Light  lilac  toning.  Low-mintage 

date . 625 


ItnrlHT  Nall  Dollars 

Our  offering  of  Barber  half  dollars  includes  sev¬ 
eral  scarcities  and  rarities  in  addition  to  a  broader 
selection  of  lower-priced  examples.  Barber  coins  of 
all  denominations  seem  to  be  experiencing  a  resur¬ 
gence  of  popularity. 


1 892-0  MS-63.  Brilliant.  1  he  obverse  is  si  imcwh.n 
prooflike  in  the  fields.  The  reverse,  if  graded  sepa¬ 
rately,  would  be  even  higher.  A  marvelous  speci¬ 
men  of  this  low-mintage  date . 1 ,050 

1892-S  AU-50 . 595 

1893  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attractive.  1,895 

1894  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  white  with  light  rose 

peripheral  toning . 1 ,525 

1894- S  MS-63,  prooflike.  A  splendid  coin.  1,650 

1895- 0  AU-50,  prooflike.  Golden  gray  toning, 

somewhat  mottled  on  the  obverse . 475 

1896  MS-64.  A  beautiful  frosty  gem.  Ideal  for  a 

type  set  or  specialized  collection . 1,800 

1 897  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  gem  that  is  every  bit  as 
nice,  if  not  nicer,  than  many  Proof-65  pieces 
we  have  seen,  but  priced  nearly  $  1 ,500  less.  This 
coin  offers  a  lot  of  value  for  the  money.  We  guar¬ 


antee  you’ll  agree!  . 1 ,695 

1897- 0  F-12 . 350 

1898  AU-50 . 349 

1898- 0  MS-62  (ANACS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 

with  light  golden  toning  around  the  rims.  Quite 
rare  in  Mint  State . 1,850 

1899  VF-35 . 110 

1901  AU-50  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 349 


Beautiful  Mint  State  1901-0 


1901-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Smooth  satiny  surfaces. 
A  brilliant  and  very  beautiful  example,  with  the 
aesthetic  value  one  might  expect  in  a  hand-se¬ 


lected  MS-64  coin . 3,750 

1904-0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 549 

1906- D  AU-50.  Brilliant . 345 

1907- S  AU-50 . 675 


We  Guarantee  You'll  Find 
this  to  be  Exciting! 

We’re  referring  to  the  action-packed, 
adventure-laced  (what  with  pirates,  ship¬ 
wrecks,  hidden  bags  of  gold  and  silver,  and 
more!)  book  by  Dave  Bowers,  American 
Coin  Hoards  and  Treasures.  Thousands  of 
copies  have  been  sold,  and  often  the  selling 
of  one  book  will  bring  an  order  for  two  or 
three  more  from  the  same  buyer!  Here  is  a 
book  you’ll  find  to  be  exciting,  or  your 
money  back.  And,  if  you  are  looking  for 
that  special  gift  for  a  relative  or  friend,  here 
is  a  book  that  will  bring  you  many  thanks. 
See  our  Book  Section  for  our  special  dis¬ 
count  offer! 
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1908-D  AU-50.  Believe  it  or  not,  we’ve  purchased 
three  specimens  of  this  date,  mintmark,  and 


grade!  Buy  one  lor  only . 325 

1909  AU-55.  Brilliant . 345 

1912- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 825 


1913  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  satiny  surfaces. 
A  gorgeous  example  of  this  highly  important 
date.  From  the  standpoint  of  business  strike 
Barber  half  dollars  from  the  Philadelphia 
Mint,  the  1913  in  Mint  State  is  an  awesome 
rarity.  The  quality  of  this  piece  is  really  won¬ 
derful .  1,595 

Magnificent  1913-S  Half  Dollar 


1913-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  rose  ton¬ 
ing.  A  magnificent  specimen  of  one  of  the  most 
desirable  issues  among  Barber  half  dollars  of  the 
20th  century. . 3,950 


Hlinfv  Walking  Hall  Dollars 

Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  are  among  the  most 
beautiful  of  all  American  coins.  Produced  in  1916 
as  part  of  a  general  redesign  of  the  American  silver 
series,  the  motif  was  by  highly-acclaimed  sculptor 
Adolph  Weinman  (who  also  designed  the  Mercury 
dime). 

Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  were  produced  inter¬ 
mittently  through  1933,  and  continuously  from 
that  point  through  1 947.  The  series  can  be  conve¬ 
niently  divided  into  “early”  issues  1916-1929  and 
later  issues  1933-1947.  A  nice  way  to  collect  is  to 
obtain  as  many  as  possible  in  the  later  series,  none 
of  which  is  a  major  rarity.  In  fact,  in  such  attractive 
grades  as  MS-63  and  MS-64  many  of  them  can  be 
obtained  for  less  than  $100  each,  some  for  far  less. 
Once  your  set  of  these  is  well  underway,  you  can 
reach  backward  into  the  series  and  acquire  which¬ 
ever  grades  you  can  afford. 

We  invite  you  to  make  Bowers  and  Merena  Gal¬ 
leries  your  headquarters  for  Liberty  Walking  half 
dollars.  Whether  you  want  to  add  a  few  pieces  to 
your  existing  set,  or  begin  a  collection,  you’ve  come 
to  the  right  place. 

In  the  columns  to  follow,  check  our  selections 
carefully,  and  order  the  pieces  of  the  greatest  inter¬ 


est.  We  guarantee  you  will  be  delighted  with  our 
quality  and  value! 

1916  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  brilliant 
satiny  lustre.  A  splendid  specimen  of  the  first 


year  of  the  design . 1,495 

1916-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1916-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 325 


Gem  1916-S  50<f 


1916-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant  and  lustrous 
specimen  of  the  scarcest  mintmark  issue  of 
the  year,  a  coin  hand  picked  for  quality  and 

value . 2,495 

1917  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  golden 

peripheral  toning . 895 

1917  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  toning. 
Another  attractive  example . 325 


We’ll  Do  The  Work 

You  get  the  rewards! 


Take  advantage  of  our  Want  List  Sendee! 

This  program  is  designed  to  fit  your  personal  numis¬ 
matic  needs.  By  becoming  a  member  of  our  Want  List 
Service,  you  can  be  right  in  the  center  of  the  best 
buys  in  America! 

Bowers  and  Merena  will  be  your  eyes  and  ears  on  ev¬ 
ery  convention  bourse  floor,  in  our  office  when  old- 
time  collections  come  through  our  doors,  and  over  the 
telephone  to  dealers  and  collectors  all  over  the  country. 

Let  us  find  for  you  the  coins  you  want,  in  the  grades 
you  want,  and  at  the  prices  that  will  be  good  value  for  you 

We  offer  you  these  advantages: 

3^  Since  our  founding  in  1953,  the  Bowers  and 
Merena  organization  has  been  one  of  the  most 
reputable,  longest-established,  and  financially  se¬ 
cure  coin  companies. 

( )ur  prices  are  excellent  values  for  the  quality 
you  receive.  Our  coins  are  chosen  specifically  for 
their  aesthetic  appeal  in  combination  with  their 


For  information,  call  toll-free 
1-800-222-5993  ' 

Or  write: 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc. 
Attn:  Want  List  •  Box  1224 
Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 


technical  grades.  PLUS,  each  is  priced  to  be  a  good  value  for 
you.  We  promise  that  you  will  like  the  beautiful  coins  you 
receive  from  us!  Each  and  every  purchase  you  make 
comes  with  the  Bowers  and  Merena  guarantee  of  sat¬ 
isfaction. 

Y  We  at  Bowers  and  Merena  truly  enjoy  provid¬ 
ing  the  best  in  personal  service.  Each  of  our  clients 
becomes  an  important  member  of  our  “family”  of 
coin  buyers. 

We  invite  you  to  send  Gail  Watson,  your  friendly 
account  representative — working  closely  with  Dave 
Bowers,  Ray  Merena,  and  Mark  Borckardt — your  list  of 
the  important,  hard-to-fmd  coins  you  are  seek¬ 
ing  in  the  price  range  of  $250  up  to  any  higher 
amount. 


Just  use  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  to  list  the 
coins  you  need.  Please  fill  it  out  as  completely  as 
you  would  like  to,  and  send  it  to  Gail.  She  will 
immediately  begin  searching  for  the  coins  you 
specify! 

We  really  look  forward  to  helping  you! 
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1917  MS-62.  Brilliant . 135 

1917  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . HQ 


1917  MS-62.  Brilliant . 135 

1917  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 110 


1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-64.  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen  with  brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces — 

quality  you  will  appreciate . 2, 1 50 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Pale 
champagne  iridescence  on  frosty  surfaces.  Very 
pleasing  from  an  aesthetic  perspective . 1,095 

A  very  pleasing  specimen  from  a  numerical  viewpoint  as 
well  as  an  aesthetic  perspective,  a  winning  combination  of 
high  grade  and  low  (relatively  speaking)  price.  This  will  look 
great  in  your  collection! 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  AU-58  (PCGS). 
Attractive  light  toning.  Very  lustrous  and  much 
above  average  in  sharpness.  Fully  equal  to  sev¬ 
eral  we’ve  seen  certified  as  Mint  State! . 595 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-62  (PCGS). 
Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  scarce 

early  issue . 1,325 

1917-S  Mintmark  on  obverse.  AU-50  (ANACS). 
Traditionally  one  of  the  scarcest  issues  among 
Liberty  Walking  half  dollars.  Elusive  in  all 

grades,  especially  so  at  higher  levels . 1,195 

1917-S  Mintmark  on  obverse.  AU-50  (NGC).  A 
pleasing  specimen  of  this  scarce  type.  A  key  to 
the  series . 1,195 


Gem  1917-S  Half  Dollar 
Mintmark  on  Reverse 


1918  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Above  average 
strike.  Especially  deep  frost . 1,350 


1918  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  especially  lus¬ 
trous.  A  remarkable  specimen . 995 


Mint  State  1919-D  50<T  Rarity 


1919-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  a  whisper  of  gorgeous  light  golden  toning. 
A  winning  quality  example  of  one  of  the  key 
issues  in  the  series.  This  delightful  1919-D  of¬ 
fers  a  pleasing  mid-point  between  high  quality 


and  low  price . 5,995 

1920  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 


Choice  1920-S  Rarity 


1920-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  lustrous  and  frosty  with 
attractive  light  toning.  A  choice  specimen  of  one 
of  the  key  issues  in  the  series,  a  rarity  in  this  com¬ 
bination  of  high  grade  and  high  quality.  ....  2,525 


Memorable  Mint  State  1921  Rarity 


1921  MS-62.  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  toning. 
Exceptionally  well  struck.  Important  as  being 


far  and  away  the  rarest  Philadelphia  Mint  coin 
in  the  series.  A  very  “special  half  dollar.3,450 

In  the  half  dollar  series  in  1921 .  low  production  figures 
were  registered  at  all  three  mints — Philadelphia.  Denver  and 
San  Francisco.  In  this  year  of  economic  recession,  lew  col¬ 
lectors  had  the  inclination  or  money  to  set  aside  quantities  of 
this  large  denomination.  Thus,  the  survival  of  a  Mint  State 
piece  such  as  the  coin  offered  here  is  strictly  a  matter  of  chance. 


1921-D  EF-40  (PCGS).  Low-mintage  issue;  pe¬ 
rennially  in  demand . 2,150 


Famous  1921-S  50C  Rarity 


1921-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  over 
lustrous  surfaces.  This  is  the  key  issue  in  the 
entire  series.  Only  at  widely  separated  intervals 
do  we  ever  have  one  of  these  in  stock,  so  few  are 
there  available.  The  present  piece  is  another  find 
for  the  advanced  buyer . 21,950 

Attractive  1923-S  Half  Dollar 


1923-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  peripheral 
toning  around  brilliant,  frosty  surfaces.  This  is 
an  attractive  example  of  the  issue  with  a  typical 
strike . 3,895 

1927- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  This  1927-S  is 

one  of  the  finest  in  existence  at  this  grade  level. 
A  great  find  for  the  buyer  seeking  an  ideal  com¬ 
bination  of  high  grade,  attractive  appearance, 
and  reasonable  price . 1 ,950 

1928- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  1,950 

1928- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frostv.  1,950 

1929- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem  that  of¬ 

fers  “much  coin  for  the  money”  at  the  MS-64 
level,  as  it  is  just  a  tad  below  the  quality  of  an 
MS-65.  And,  add  to  this  the  fact  that  it  is  a  far 
above  average  strike,  and  you  have  a  true  value 
for  only . 1 ,495 
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A  Great  Way  to  Display  Coins! 


1 7 tese  superbly  crafted  coin  display  holders  will 
show  oj)  your  coin  collection  to  its  finest  advantage! 

Dansco  Coin  Albums 


Bowers  and  Merena  is  pleased  to  offer  you  a  line  of  Dansco  Coin  Albums  to 
beautifully  display  your  collection.  You  will  be  proud  to  own  these  albums,  which 
are  made  with  the  finest  materials  and  superb  craftsmanship!  The  ports  on  each  page 
will  hold  your  coins  securely,  and  each  port  is  imprinted  to  properly  identify  your  coins. 

The  pages  are  housed  in  handsome  simulated  leather,  which  is  beautifully  gold  embossed  to 
furnish  a  truly  luxurious  setting  for  your  collection. 

We  are  offering  these  albums  for  about  15%  off  the  listed  retail  price. 


Deluxe  Albums 

P  “All-m-one”  construction  folds 
out  to  allow  display  without 
turning  pages. 

P  Coins  are  open  to  the  air,  ideal 
for  circulated  coins. 

P  Pages  lie  flat,  making  it  easy  to 
insert  coins. 

P  Ports  are  exact  size  of  the  coins 
and  inscribed  with  year,  mint, 
and  number  minted. 

P  Bound  in  handsome,  gold 
embossed,  simulated  leather. 

D-90  Indian  Head  Cent  1856-1909  ..  S3. 60 

D-112  Buffalo  Nickel  1913-1938  .  $3.60 


D-122  Liberty  Dime  1892-1916 . $3.60 

D-141  Washington  Quarter  1932-1962  .  $5.40 

D-160  Liberty  Standing  Half  Dollar . $6.30 

D-165  Franklin  HalfDollar  1948-1963 . $3.60 

Supreme  Albums 

p  Loose-leaf  pages,  plastic  coated  and 
washable. 

p  Ports  are  covered  writh  acetate  slides  to 
protect  and  allow  viewing  of  both  sides 
of  your  coins. 

p  Housed  in  a  handsome  two-post,  simu¬ 
lated  leather,  gold-embossed  binder. 

D-7070  U.S.  Type-major  coins  from  1800....  $18.95 

D-7099  Large  Cents-five  blank  pages .  $18.95 


D-7101  Indian  Head  Cents . $14.95 

D-8100  Lincoln  Cents-1909  to  date,  including 

Proof-only .  $22.95 

D-8102  Lincoln  Memorial  Cents-1959  to  date, 

including  Proof-only .  $14.95 

D-7111  Liberty  Nickels .  $12.95 

D-7112  Buffalo  Nickels .  $12.95 

D-7120  Dimes-from  1892  .  $22.95 

D-7121  Liberty  Dimes .  $12.95 

D-7123  Mercury  Dimes .  $12.95 

D-7130  Liberty  Head  Quarters  1892-1916  .  $16.95 

D-7132  Liberty  Standing  Quarters . $12.95 

D-8140  Washington  Quarters-from  1932,  includ¬ 
ing  Proof-only .  $22.95 

D-7150  Liberty  Head  Half  Dollars  1892- 
1915 . $16.95 


Kingswood  Display  Holders 


Protect,  store,  and  display  your  collection  to  its  finest  advantage — all 
with  our  Kingswood  Display  Holders.  Made  of  sturdy  8  x  10  Lucite  plas¬ 
tic,  black  with  individually  stamped  bright  gold  letters,  sandwiched  be¬ 
tween  two  clear  sheets,  and  secured  with  screws  at  the  border;  these  hold¬ 
ers  are  the  finest  on  the  market. 

Regularly  $28.50  each — you  can  order  now  from  this  Rare 
Coin  Review for  only  S24.50.  That’s  a  savings  of  almost  15%! 


Type  Collection  Holders 

KW-l  New  Issues  Copper  and  Silver, 
1793-1799 

KW-2  New  Issues  Copper  and  Silver, 
1800-1830 

KW-3  New  Issues  Copper  and  Silver, 
1831-1850 

KW-4  Copper,  Copper-Nickel,  Silver, 
1851-1860 

KW-5  New  Issues  Bronze,  Nickel,  Silver 
1861-191)0 

KW-6  New  Issues  Copper,  Nickel,  Silver 
1901-1950 

KW-7  New  Issues  Copper.  Nickel.  Silver 
1951  Onward 


KW-8  New  Issues  Gold,  1834-1900 
KW-9  Gold.  1 901-1933  &  Saint-Gaudens  MCMVII 
KW-11  Commemorative  Silver  Issues  1926-1935 
KW-l 2  Commemorative  Silver  Issues  of  1936 
KW- 13  Commemorative  Silver  &  Clad,  1 937- 1 986 
KW-14  New  Issues  Gold  1795-1834 
KW-l 5  Commemorative  Gold  Issues  1903-1986 
KW-191  U.S.  Half  Cents,  Selected  Classic  Head 
Types,  Regular  Issues,  1809-1835 
KW-211  Liberty  Seated  Quarters  and  Half  Dollars 
KW-212  Liberty  Seated  Coinage,  Silver  Dollars 
KW-2 13  Liberty  Seated  Coinage,  Basic  Type  Collection 
KW-230  United  States  HalfCenf Types  1 793- 1 857 
KW-231  United  States  Half  Cent  and  Large  Cent 
Types,  1793-1857 

KW-232  United  States  Cent  Types,  1793  to  Date 


KW-233  United  States  Coinage  Designs-Two, 
Three,  and  Five-Cent  Pieces,  1851  to  Date 
KW-234  United  States  Half  Dime  Types,  1 794- 1 873 
KW-235  United  States  Dime  Types,  1796  to  Date 
KW-236  United  States  Quarter  Types,  1796  to  Date 
KW-238  United  States  Dollar  Types-Regular  Is¬ 
sues,  .900  Silver,  1794-1935 
KW-240  United  States  Dollar  Types,  1794  to  1987 

Date  Collection  Holders 

KW-l  00  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents,  1 856- 1 878 
KW-101  Indian  Cents,  1879-1909 
KW-111  Buffalo  Nickels,  1925-1938 
KW-130  Standing  Liberty  Quarters,  1916-1923 
KW-131  Standing  Liberty  Quarters,  1924-1930 
KW-133  Washington  Quarters,  1943-1952 
KW-l  40  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars,  1916-1919 
KW-14 1  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars.  1920-1934 
KW-142  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars,  1935-1940 
KW-l  43  Liberty  Walking  Half  1  Dollars.  1941-1 947 
KW-l 50  Morgan  Dollars,  1878-1880 
KW- 1 5 1  Morgan  Dollars,  1881-1883 
KW-l 52  Morgan  Dollars.  1884-1887 
KW-l 53  Morgan  Dollars,  1888-1891 
KW-l. 54  Morgan  Dollars,  1892-1895 
KW-155  Morgan  Dollars,  1896-1900 


D-7160  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars  1916- 

1947 . $16.95 

D-7161  Liberty' Walking  Half  Dollars  1941- 

1947 . $12.95 

D-7165  Franklin  Half  Dollars . $12.95 

D-7178  Morgan  Dollars  1878-1890  ..  $16.95 
D-7179  Morgan  Dollars  1891-1921  ..  $16.95 
D-7175  Peace  Dollars  1921-1935  ..  $12.95 
D-7094  Commemorative  Type  Set  ..  $14.95 
D-7097  Commemorative  Coins 
1890s . $12.95 


KW-156  Morgan  Dollars,  1901-1921 
KW-l 57  Morgan  Dollars,  20th-Century 
Issues  1901-1921 

KW-192  U.S.  Braided  Hair  Half  Cents- 
Business  Stnke  Issues  1849-1857 
KW-239  U.S.  20th-Century  Dollars  1878- 
1987 

KW-181  United  States  20th-Century'  Lib¬ 
erty  Eagles 

KW-201  United  States  Silver  Eagles,  Lib¬ 
erty  Walking  Halt  Dollar 
KW-202  United  States  Gold  Eagles.  Saint- 
Gaudens  Double  Eagle 
KW-203  United  States  Gold  Eagles.  Saint- 
Gaudens  Double  Eagle 
KW-260  Morgan  X  Peace  Dollars,  Mint 
Collection 


“Certified  Coin  Estate” 
Display  Album  Cases 

This  great  “top  of  the  line”  product  consist  of  a  finely  crafted  wooden  case  which  opens  like  a 
book — accented  with  brass  hinges  and  an  engravable  brass  nameplate.  Within  are  three  removable 
leatherette  trays.  Each  tray  is  die-cut  with  9  openings  suitable  tor  displaying  your  choice  of  PCGS, 
NGC,  PCI,  and/or  ANACS 
plastic  holders.  Thus,  the  album 
will  showcase  in  a  deluxe  man¬ 
ner  a  total  of  27  coins. 

For  example,  four  of  these 
cases,  with  a  total  capacity  of  108 
coins,  would  dojustice  to  the  fin¬ 
est  collection  of  Morgan  silver 
dollars  1878-1921  ever  formed. 

Here  is  how 
to  order: 

CCE-001:  Deluxe  wooden 
book-style  album  with  three 
trays  (specify  choice  of  trays;  mix 
or  match:  greet}  for  PCGS  only; 
blue  for  NGC  and/or  PCI  only; 
black  “universal”  holder  for 
various  types  of  “slabs”  mixed  in  the  same  tray).  $144. 

CCE-020:  Display  tray  only,  green  background.  Suitable  for  PCGS  only.  Holds  9  certified  coins. 
$19.95. 

CCE-021:  Display  tray  only,  blue  background.  Suitable  for  NGC  and/or  PCI  only.  Holds  9  cer¬ 
tified  coins.  $19.95. 

CCE-022:  Display  tray  only,  black  background.  “Universal”  type  suitable  for  mixing  and  match¬ 
ing  in  the  same  tray  your  choice  of  PCGS,  NGC,  PCI,  or  old-style  ANACS  “slabs.”  Our  most 
versatile  tray.  Holds  9  certified  coins.  $22.95. 

CCE-030:  Clear  acrylic  dust  cover  suitable  for  any  of  the  above  trays;  useful  if  the  trays  are  not 
stored  in  an  album.  $9.95. 

Bausch  &  Lomb  Pocket 
Magnifying  Glasses 

Stock  No.  BL-9X:  Combination  of  two  lenses  in  durable  plas¬ 
tic  case;  two  lenses  fold  into  case,  which  serves  as  handle.  Yields 
4X  to  9X  power.  Wide  field  of  vision  permits  easy  inspection  of 
coins  for  grading,  enjoyment,  etc.  Our  favorite  all-purpose  glass. 

$23.  (not  pictured)  > 

Stock  No.  BL-7X:  Hastings  triplet  lens  system,  highly  cor¬ 
rected  optical  glass,  swings  into  chrome-plated  case  which  serves  as 

handle.  7X  power.  Somewhat  limited  field  of  vi¬ 
sion;  excellent  for  detail  work  (overdates,  die  va¬ 
rieties,  repunched  letters,  etc.).  $44. 

Stock  No.  BL-5X:  Inexpensive  “Packette 
5X  magnifier  of  molded  optical  plastic.  Folds 
into  plastic  case.  A  good  pocket  glass  with  good 
field  of vision.  Priced  inexpensively;  if  you  lose 
it,  you  can  easily  buy  another.  $9. 


B&M 
Belt  Clip 
for  Keys 

(or  for  BL  -  7 X  glass) 

Have  you  ever  lost  your  magnifying 
glass  or  keys?  This  little  metal-cased 
“reel”  consists  of  a  plastic  coated  wo¬ 
ven  wire,  two  feet  long,  which  at¬ 
taches  to  a  belt  loop  or  pocket  edge.  At 
the  end  of  the  wire  is  a  key  ring  which 
retracts  into  the  reel  as  soon  as  you  let 
go.  Useful  for  keys,  magnifying  glass 
or  anything  else  that  fits  on  a  key  ring. 
Decorated  with  the  Bowers  and 
Merena  “griffin"  logotype  and  in¬ 
scription.  $6. 

(glass  not  included) 


UNITED  STATES  SILVER  (  DINS 


1929-S  MS-6-*  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 

with  a  whisper  of  golden  toning . 1,075 

1929-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attractive  with 
beautiful  light  toning  around  the  border.  ...695 

1929-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1933-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 995 

I'he  1933-S  half  dollar  makes  an  ideal  jumping-off  point 
for  a  set  of  middle  to  late  date  Liberty  Walking  pieces.  From 
1933-S  to  the  end  of  the  series  in  1947,  there  are  no  great 
rarities,  although  a  number  of  pieces  are  elusive.  In  grades 
such  as  MS-63,  all  are  eminently  affordable,  the  same  being 
true  in  MS-64  and  M-65,  except  for  just  a  few  early  dates. 


1933- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1934- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 950 

1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  lustre  subdued 

by  pale  lilac  toning.  Very  attractive  overall.  435 

1934-D  AU-58 . 99 

1934-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1,375 

1934- S  MS-63.  A  lustrous,  attractive  specimen  of 

this  scarce  branch  mint  issue . 650 

1935  MS-63.  Brilliant . 65 

1935- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 295 

1935-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 235 


1936  Proof  Rarity 


1936  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  A 
splendid  specimen  of  the  rarest  of  the  Proofs  in 
the  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar  series.  ...3,950 

Proof  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  were  made  from  1 936 
through  1942  inclusive. 

Beautiful  Gem  Proof  1936  50<f 


1936  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Just  purchased, 
and  offered  here  for  the  first  time.  Quality  and 


rarity  combined! . 3,350 

1936-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 350 

1936-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1936- S  MS-65  Brilliant . 385 

1937  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 625 

1937  MS-65  Brilliant . 169 

1 937-  D  MS-65  Brilliant . 389 

1 937- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 369 

1937- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 175 

1938  MS-65.  Brilliant . 275 

1938  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1938- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 495 


A  key  issue  of  the  era,  the  lowcst-mintage  half  dollar  of 
the  1930s. 


1938-D  AU-58.  Brilliant . 295 

1938- D  AU-55.  Brilliant . 275 

1939  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 550 

1939- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 10 


If  you  are  assembling  a  collection  of  Liberty  Walking 
half  dollars  by  date  and  mintmark  variety,  our  selection  in 
this  issue  will  at  once  offer  you  high  quality  and  value  and 
will  save  you  a  lot  of  time  shopping.  Call  Gail  Watson  right 
now,  and  before  you  know  it,  your  package  will  arrive  in  your 


mailbox  and  this  sparkling  gem  will  dazzle  you. 

1940  MS-65.  Brilliant . 129 

1940- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1941  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 359 

1941  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 159 

1941  MS-65.  Brilliant . 109 

1941  MS-64.  Brilliant . 52 

1941  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1941- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 115 

1 94 1-D  AU-58.  Brilliant . 30 

1941-D  AU-55 . 28 

1941-D  AU-50.  Brilliant . 22 

1941-S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  One  of  the  scarcer  issues 

of  the  era . 189 

1941-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1941-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 79 

1942  Proof-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 350 

1942  MS-65.  Brilliant . 95 


The  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  inventory  of  Liberty 
Walking  half  dollars  is  unsurpassed  in  quality  by  any  other  of 
which  we  are  aware.  When  Dave  Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt, 
and  Ray  Merena  buy  for  our  stock,  they  are  very  “fussy,”  often 
bypassing  several  coins  to  buy  just  one  that  pleases  our  dis¬ 
criminating  eye.  If  you  are  building  a  high-quality  collection 
of  these  beautiful  coins,  please  review  our  selection  carefully. 


1942  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1942  MS-63.  Brilliant . 36 

1942  MS-62.  Brilliant . 32 

1942-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 50 

1942-D  AU-50 . 25 

1942-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1943  MS-65.  Brilliant . 95 


This  is  as  good  a  place  as  any  to  suggest  that  you  have 
some  second  choices  in  mind  when  you  telephone,  fax,  or 
mail  your  order.  We  only  have  one  of  these  half  dollars  in 
stock  at  present,  even  though  it  is  not  a  rare  or  even  scarce 
date.  Our  advice  is  to  order  as  soon  as  you  look  through  this 
issue,  and  when  ordering  to  have  some  second  choices  in  mind 
(which  will  only  be  used  if  the  first  items  requested  have 


been  sold  earlier). 

1943  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1943  MS-63.  Brilliant . 36 

1943  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 37 

1943  MS-61.  Brilliant . 35 

1943  AU-58.  Brilliant . 19 

1943  AU-55 . 15 

1943-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 245 

1943-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 66 

1943-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delicate 

golden  toning . 750 

1943- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 40 

1944  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1944  MS-63.  Brilliant . 36 

1944  MS-62.  Brilliant . 32 

1944- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 64 

1944-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 47 

1944-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 41 

1944-S  MS-61  (PCGS) . 38 


Tokens  from  the 
Empire  Coin  Company 


w 


IQ- 


U 


i 


M 


Circa  1960,  our  predecessor  firm,  Empire  Coin  Com¬ 
pany,  Inc.,  commissioned  Alphonse  Kolb,  well-known 
Rochester,  NY,  diesinker,  to  create  these  tokens  for  us. 
The  approximate  size  of  a  United  States  large  cent  of  the 
1793-1857  years,  and  struck  in  copper,  each  token  depicts 
on  the  obverse  the  famous  IMMUNIS  COLUMBIA 
motif  taken  from  the  1786-1787  copper  coinage,  “Co¬ 
lumbia”  being  a  representation  of  “America."  The  reverse 
depicts  an  eagle  perched  on  a  palm  branch  and  is  derived 
from  the  design  used  on  the  rare  1795  U.S.  $5  gold  coin. 
Examples  are  with  “antiqued”  finish  as  made.  Dave  Bow¬ 
ers  discovered  a  little  box  full  of  these  when  moving  some 
“stuff,”  the  remainder  from  1,000  minted. 

Each  $9.95,  or  25  for  $149,  or  100  for  $399 
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1945  MS-65.  Brilliant . 97 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1945  MS-63.  Brilliant . 36 

1945  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 31 

1945  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1945-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1945-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 35 

1945-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 129 

1945-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1945- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1946  MS-62.  Brilliant . 35 

1946- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1946-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 36 

1946-D  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Roll  of  20  for . 725 

1946-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 32 

1946-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 294 

1946-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1946- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1947  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1947- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1947-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 46 

1947-D  MS-63.  Brilliant.  The  last  listing  in  one  of 

the  nicest  offerings  you  will  ever  see  in  the  Lib¬ 
erty  Walking  half  dollar  series . 37 


Liberty  Walking 
Half  Dollars 


In  this  “grid”  section  we  offer  coins  certified  by 
PCGS  and  NGC  in  grades  of  MS-63,  MS-64,  and 
MS-65  (other  grades  and  coins  are  listed  earlier, 
separately).  These  are  high-quality  coins,  hand-se¬ 
lected  by  Dave  Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt,  and  Ray 
Merena  to  be  of  Premium  Quality,  and  are  brilliant 
or  with  attractive,  light,  natural  toning.  Smart  col¬ 
lectors  everywhere — and  dealers  buying  for  their 
clients — make  Bowers  and  Merena  their  headquar¬ 
ters  for  Liberty  Walking  halves.  Let  us  help  YOU 
with  YOUR  collection.  Now  is  the  time  to  start  or 
add  to  your  collection  of  this,  one  of  the  most  beau¬ 
tiful  of  all  American  coin  designs. 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1934 

$88 

1934-D 

229 

$435 

$950 

1934-S 

650 

1375 

2995 

1935 

65 

89 

309 

1935-D 

235 

295 

1150 

1935-S 

695 

1936 

149 

1936-D 

105 

129 

1936-S 

245 

1937 

53 

69 

1937-D 

195 

389 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1937-S 

$175 

$250 

$369 

1938 

275 

1938-D 

495 

625 

850 

1939 

125 

1939-D 

110 

1939-S 

149 

189 

1940 

129 

1940-S 

325 

1941 

38 

52 

109 

1941-D 

47 

115 

1941-S 

105 

1942 

36 

45 

95 

1942-D 

62 

92 

160 

1942-S 

45 

76 

425 

1943 

36 

45 

95 

1943-D 

66 

140 

1943-S 

45 

69 

399 

1944 

36 

45 

1944-D 

47 

64 

119 

1944-S 

41 

66 

475 

1945 

36 

45 

97 

1945-D 

48 

1945-S 

38 

129 

1946 

45 

129 

1946-D 

36 

1946-S 

45 

109 

1947 

38 

45 

135 

1947-D 

46 

99 

Franklin  Hall  Hollars 

We  offer  a  comprehensive  selection  of  1 948-1 963 
Franklin  half  dollars  including  many  beautiful 
Mint  State  and  Proof  specimens.  Use  our  listing  to 
start  a  collection  or  to  add  to  one  you  already  have. 


You’ll  like  our  quality! 

1948  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1949-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1949-D  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 90 


1949-D  MS-63.  Brilliant.  We  have  bought  a  large 
number  of  high-quality  Franklin  half  dollars  re¬ 
cently,  with  the  result  that  this  listing  is  one  of 
the  most  comprehensive  we’ve  ever  offered.  .  45 


1950  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1950  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 289 

1950  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 259 

1951  Proof-67  (NGC) . 995 

1951  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  cameo . 215 

1951  MS-64.  Brilliant . 24 

1951-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1951-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1952  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 105 

1954  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 45 

1954  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS) . 55 

1954-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1954-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 24 

1954-S  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1957  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1957  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 


1957-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 10 

1958  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 50 

1958  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1959  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1959-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 135 

1959- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1960  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350 

1960  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1960  MS-63.  Brilliant . 10 

1960- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 10 

1961  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 250 

1961  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 250 

1961  MS-63.  Brilliant . 10 

1961- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 10 

1962  MS-63.  Brilliant . 10 

1962- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 10 

1963  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 14 

1963  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1963  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1963- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 85 

1963-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 


Silver  Dollars 

Silver  dollars  have  long  been  a  specialty  at  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  Galleries,  and  over  the  years  we 
have  helped  form  many  of  the  finest  collections 
ever  assembled.  The  present  listing  includes  a  wide 
selection  ranging  from  Liberty  Seated,  Morgan, 
and  Peace  types,  something  for  every  interest,  for 
every  want  list,  for  every  budget. 

Use  this  listing  to  add  to  your  collection,  or  to 
start  one.  We  guarantee  you’ll  be  delighted  with  our 
quality  and  value! 

Liberty  Sealed  Hollars 

As  a  class,  Liberty  Seated  silver  dollars  are  quite 
elusive,  with  even  the  most  “common”  date  (such 
as  1847  and  1871)  being  quite  scarce  in  compari¬ 
son  to  later  dollars  in  the  Morgan  and  Peace  series. 
And  yet,  except  for  just  a  handful  of  rarities,  Lib¬ 
erty  Seated  dollars  are  quite  affordable.  The  present 
offering  commences  with  the  first  year  of  issue, 
1840,  and  continues  through  the  early  1870s,  of¬ 
fering  along  the  way  many  interesting  pieces. 

1 840  AU-53  (PCGS).  Nicely  patinated  surfaces.  895 

First  year  of  issue  of  the  Liberty  Seated  silver  dollar.  Quite 
scarce  in  all  grades,  particularly  at  higher  levels.  Whenever  we  see 
a  “nice”  1840  silver  dollar,  we  buy  it,  assuming  the  price  is  right. 

1840  AU-50.  A  very  nice  specimen  of  this  First- 
year  date . 750 


“Literature  is  my  Uto¬ 
pia.  Here  I  am  not  disfran¬ 
chised.  No  barrier  of  the  senses 
shut  me  out  from  the  sweet, 
gracious  discourse  of  my 
book  friends.  They  talk  to 
me  without  embarrass¬ 
ment  or  awkwardness.' 

— Helen  Keller  [1880-1968] 
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18t0  AU-50  (PCI).  The  1840  L.iberty  Seated  dol¬ 
lar  in  high  grades  (AU  or  finer)  is  quite  a  bit 
rarer  than  current  catalogues  reflect,  in  our 

opinion . 750 

1842  AU-55  (NGC).  A  lovely  specimen  with  lilac 

toning . 595 

1842  AU-53  (PCGS).  Intermingled  pink  and  cham¬ 
pagne  iridescence,  with  most  of  the  original 

mint  lustre  still  surviving . 650 

1842  EF-40 . 295 


Marvelous  Gem  Proof  1856  $1 


1856  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  specimen, 
one  of  the  very  finest  in  existence  of  this  two- 
way  rarity.  First,  as  a  date  the  1 856  is  one  of  the 
most  elusive  in  the  entire  Liberty  Seated  series. 
Nearly  all  business  strikes  were  melted  or  ex¬ 
ported.  Even  an  AU  would  be  a  major  rarity, 
and  a  Mint  State  coin  would  be  a  landmark. 
Second,  Proofs  were  struck  in  limited  numbers 
for  collectors- — just  a  few  dozen  coins  in  all.  Of 
these,  the  present  specimen  is  one  of  the  very 
finest  to  survive.  Surfaces  are  toned  light  gold 
over  deep  mirror  background.  The  strike  is 
needle  sharp.  If  you  offered  to  pay  twice  our 


price,  we  doubt  if  you  could  find  this  coins 
equal.  A  gem  that  will  grace  the  finest  cabinet 
of  silver  dollars . 29,875 


Choice  Mint  State  1859  $1 


1859  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  lustrous  and  brilliant. 
In  true  Mint  State  condition,  this  is  one  of  the 
rarest  dates  of  the  entire  Liberty  Seated  series 
and  is  very  much  underrated . 4,950 


Beautiful,  Choice  1859-0  $1 


1859-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  satiny  surfaces. 
A  beautiful  and  very  choice  example.  You’ll  ap¬ 
preciate  the  quality!  . 2,850 


1859-0  AU-53  (NGC) . 525 

Mint  State  1860-0  Dollar 


1860-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Most  probably  from  the 
Treasury  hoard  of  this  variety,  most  examples 
from  which  have  been  widely  scattered.  2,650 
Most  Treasury  hoard  pieces  were  very  “baggy.”  The 
present  specimen,  while  having  enough  bagmarks  to  merit 
the  MS-63  grade,  is  nicer  than  about  90%  of  the  Treasury 
pieces  and,  thus,  is  a  prize  for  the  quality-conscious  buyer. 

1860-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,350 


Seldom  Seen  1861  Dollar 


1861  AU-55  (PCGS).  Seldom  seen  in  high-grade 
business  strike  form.  A  prize  date . 2,650 


Tennessee  Treasure  Mystery 


In  our  recent  book,  American  Coin  Trea¬ 
sures  and  Hoards,  we  discussed  the  “Jackson 
Hoard”  (pp.  151-1  52).  We  quote  this  brief 
account: 

I n  the  mid- 1 980s  a  glass  jar  filled  with  gold 
coins  is  said  to  have  been  unearthed  in  Jackson, 
Mississippi  (or  Tennessee).1  Land  was  being 
graded  in  preparation  for  the  building  of  a 
parking  lot  (said  to  be  the  greatest  of  all  civic 
improvements  and  at  the  same  time  the  nem¬ 
esis  of  interesting  old  buildings).  A  bulldozer 
dug  up  a  glass  jar  filled  to  the  rim  with  glittering 
gold  coins,  mostly  from  the  Charlotte  and 
Dahlonega  mints.  Dealer  Jeff  Garrett  reported 
that  “the  workers  all  jumped  in,  and  the  coins 
were  scattered  among  several  individuals.  1  had 
the  opportunity  to  examine  many  of  the  pieces 
and  they  were  all  of  very  high  quality.” 

Apparently,  the  finders  of  the  hoard  wanted 
to  keep  all  information  confidential.  Today, 


apart  from  a  few  coins  that  have  come  on  the 
market  now  and  then  and  which  have  been  said 
to  have  come  from  Jackson,  little  is  known. 
Among  the  coins  was  a  rare  1856-D  quarter 
eagle. 

The  preceding  commentary  prompted  John 
Dannreuther,  Memphis  dealer,  to  give  some 
interesti ng  details  on  th  is  treasure  trove,  which 
we  reproduce  herewith.  Obviously,  this  is 
material  for  a  first-class  mystery! 

“I  should  have  told  you  what  I  knew  about 
the  hoard  in  Jackson,  Tennessee.  There  is 
much  more  to  the  story. 

“A  few  years  ago  a  bulldozer  unearthed  a 
hoard  in  Jackson.  The  site  was  on  municipal 
property  and  was  at  a  place  where  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  a  Jackson  bank  had  lived  in  the 
1 850s.  Coming  to  light  were  about  $4,500 
face  value  in  gold  coins  including  1 00  1  853 
Philadelphia  Mint  quarter  eagles  and  10 


1  858-0  $  1 0  pieces,  among  other  things.  I 
arrived  in  Jackson  four  days  after  the  dis¬ 
covery  and  was  able  to  buy  quite  a  few 
coins,  but  many  had  been  sold  before  then. 

“The  mystery  part  is  that  in  1858  a  bank 
in  Jackson  had  been  robbed,  the  cashier 
killed,  and  the  robber  ran  off  with  $8,000  in 
loot,  including  $4,500  in  gold  coins.  It  was 
presumed  that  he  escaped  to  distant  parts. 
The  murder  and  theft  was  never  solved  and 
the  coins  were  never  recovered. 

“Now  comes  the  information  that  the 
coins  were  found  where  the  president  of  the 
same  bank  must  have  buried  them!” 

1  Information  from  James  C.  Gray,  letter,  Au¬ 
gust  13,  1996.  As  is  so  often  the  case  with  treasure 
finds,  actual  facts  are  scarce.  This  led  to  an  inquiiy 
to  Jeff  Garrett,  who  responded  on  September  3  and 
6,  1996,  with  recollections  and  suggestions  tor 
further  investigation.  One  source  suggested  the  find 
might  have  been  in  Jackson,  Tennessee. 
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Gem  Proof  1863  Rarity 


1863  Proof-64  (NGC).  Light  champagne  and 
blue  toning  over  deep  mirror  surfaces.  One 
of  the  finest  we’ve  ever  offered  of  this  highly 
prized  date.  The  1863  is  a  rarity  in  any  and 
all  grades . 6,350 


Splendid  Mint  State  1863  $1 


1863  MS-63  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre  on  obverse  and 
reverse.  Sharply  struck  and  very  well  detailed. 
A  magnificent  specimen  of  a  Liberty  Seated  sil¬ 
ver  dollar  issue  that  is  very  rare  in  Mint  State, 
and  even  more  elusive  at  the  high  level  here  pre¬ 
sented.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur  and  special¬ 
ist . 6,650 

While  Proofs  of  the  late  1850s  and  1860s  were  sold  to 
collectors  to  preserve  with  varying  degrees  of  care  and  custo¬ 
dianship,  Mint  State  pieces  were  not  deliberately  set  aside, 
and  the  survival  today  of  pieces  such  as  this  beautiful  1 863 
is  strictly  a  matter  of  chance.  Thus,  for  all  dates  choice  Mint 
State  coins  are  far  rarer  than  equivalent  Proofs. 

1863  AU-55.  Delightful  gold  and  lilac  toning,  with 
most  of  the  original  lustre  still  surviving.  A  rar¬ 
ity  in  all  business  strike  grade  levels . 1,795 

1865  AU-53.  A  highly  prized  rarity  in  this  grade 
(and  just  about  any  other  grade,  too).  Nearly 
all  high-gradq  pieces  on  the  market  are  Proofs; 
AU  and  Mint  State  business  strikes  are  rari¬ 
ties .  1,450 

1869  AU-55  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned.  Much 

prooflike  surface.  Quite  scarce  as  a  high-grade 
business  strike;  most  pieces  went  to  the  Orient 
and  were  melted  there . 575 


Morttiin  Hollars 

Morgan  dollars  are  fascinating  to  collect,  and  at 
todays  market  prices  and  with  the  famous  Bowers 
and  Merena  quality  the  present  listing  offers  many 
opportunities,  including,  many  pieces  from  our 
recent  buying  trips  and  other  purchases. 

Minted  from  1878  through  1921,  Morgan  dol¬ 
lars  comprise  nearly  100  dates,  mintmarks,  and 


truly  major  varieties.  Remarkably,  the  majority  of 
these  can  be  purchased  in  Mint  State  for  less  than 
several  hundred  dollars  a  coin,  and  some  of  them 
are  below  $  1 00  or  even  below  $50 — and  this  is  for 
choice  pieces!  No  wonder  they  are  so  popular. 

In  this  issue  we  offer  a  virtually  complete  selection. 
Each  coin  has  been  hand  picked  for  its  quality,  and 
is  priced  to  be  a  good  value.  If  Morgan  dollars  are 
your  specialty,  you  will  be  delighted  with  our  qual¬ 
ity  and  the  value  {ox  the  price  paid.  We  guarantee  it! 

Our  listings  are  in  two  formats — individual  de¬ 
scriptions  as  well  as  a  “grid”  for  easy  reference.  The 
two  listings  are  somewhat  different,  so  be  sure  to 
check  both. 

1 878  VAM-1 8.  8  Tailfeathers.  Doubled  LIBERTY. 

MS-62.  Brilliant . 89 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers  (7/8  TF).  MS-65.  Bril¬ 
liant.  Ever  popular  “changeover”  variety.  1 ,850 
1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-62.  Brilliant.  .89 
1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-60.  Brilliant.  .75 
1878  VAM-1 00.  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1878. 

MS-63.  Brilliant . 85 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-60.  .35 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-63 

(PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1878-CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 945 

1878-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 95 

1878-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1878- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 29 

1879  MS-60.  Brilliant . 24 

1879- CC  MS-61  (PCGS).  So-called  “perfect  CC” 

variety.  Brilliant . 1,795 


Rare  1879-CC  Dollar 


ii  .  Cvv 


53  Vi 


1 879-CC  Capped  Die  (  more  correctly  described  as 
Large  CC  Mintmark  over  Small  CC  Mintmark; 
the  “Capped  Die  nomenclature  should  be  com¬ 
pletely  discarded).  MS-63  (PCGS) . 2,895 


Beautiful  1879-CC  Rarity 


1 879-CC  Large  CC  over  Small  CC  (Capped  Die, 

so  called)  MS-63  (PCI).  Deep  golden  periph¬ 


eral  toning . 2,895 

1 879-CC  VAM-3.  Large/small  mintmark.  AU-55. 
In  perennial  demand  as  the  second  rarest  Carson 

City  Morgan  dollar  date . 925 

1 879-CC  AU-50  (NGC).  Deeply  toned . 850 

1879-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 365 

1879-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 49 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1879  (as  regularly  seen).  MS- 

65.  Brilliant . 1 1 5 

1879-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1879- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 23 

1880  MS-62.  Brilliant . 24 

1880  8/7  VAM-9.  MS-64  (NGC).  Mostly  bril¬ 
liant .  195 

1880/79-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Brilliant  and  frosty. . 265 

1880/79-CC  VAM-5.  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-64 
(NGC).  Brilliant . 255 

1880  MS-62.  Brilliant . 24 

1880- CC  VAM-7.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  575 

1880-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 255 

1880-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 175 

1880-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-60 . 189 

1880-0  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 265 

1880-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 89 

1880-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1880-0  AU-58.  Brilliant . 35 

1880-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1880-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 115 

1 880- S  VAM-1 1 .  MS-65  (PCGS) . 1 1 5 

1880-S  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 1 15 

1880-S  MS-63,  prooflike . 35 

1880- S  MS-62,  prooflike . 29 

1881  MS-65.  Brilliant . “2S 

1881- CC  MS-66  (NGC).  Frosty  lustre.  Brilliant 

at  the  centers,  with  hints  of  rosy  gold  at  the 
rims . 895 

1881-CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 399 

1881-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  peripheral 

toning  on  obverse . 399 

1881-CC  VAM-2.  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant.  ...420 

1881-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 225 

1881-0  AU-58.  Brilliant . 19 

1881-0  AU-55 . 15 

1881-S  MS-66.  Brilliant . 245 

1881-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Attractive  toning . 245 

1881-S  MS-66  (PCGS) . 245 

1881-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 109 

1881-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Obverse  has  light  rain¬ 
bow  toning . 109 

1881-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 41 


“Books  are  not  abso¬ 
lutely  dead  things,  but  do 
contain  a  potency  of  life  in 
them  to  be  as  active  as 
that  soul  was  whose  prog¬ 
eny  they  are;  nay  they  do 
preserve  as  in  a  vial  the 
purest  efficacy  and  extrac¬ 
tion  of  that  living  intellect  that 
bred  them.” — Aeropagitica  [1644] 
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1881-S  MS-64.  Lightlv  toned . 41 

1881-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  peripheral 
toning . 41 

1881- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1882  MS-63.  Brilliant . 389 

1882  MS-62.  Brilliant . 23 

1882- CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 98 

1882-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 73 

1882-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 24 

1882-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 19 

1882-O/S  VAM-3.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 45 


1882-O/S  VAM-4.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  popular, 
scarce,  and  quite  curious  “overmintmark”  is¬ 
sue.  An  opportunity  to  acquire  a  high-quality 
example  of  a  variety  you’ll  enjoy  inspecting  un¬ 


der  a  magnifying  glass.  We  guarantee  you’ll 

like  it! . 1,050 

1 882-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 115 

1882- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 24 

1883  MS-60.  Brilliant . 19 

1883- CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 215 

1883-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 85 

1883-CC  MS-62  (GSA).  Brilliant . 79 

1883-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1883-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 24 

1883-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 17 

1883-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 185 

1883- S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 125 

1884  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1884  MS-62.  Brilliant . 24 

1884  MS-60.  Brilliant . 17 

1884- CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 199 

1884-CC  MS-64,  proof  like . 105 

1884-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 85 

1884-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant . 75 

1884-0  MS-65  (PCI).  Brilliant . 109 

1884-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 17 

1884-S  AU-58.  Brilliant.  Rare;  a  variety  that  be¬ 
comes  quite  elusive  as  the  Mint  State  level  is 
approached . 795 

1884- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1885  MS-62.  Brilliant . 22 

1885  MS-60 . 19 

1885- CC  VAM-3.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 249 

1885-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 249 

1885-CC  MS-63,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 245 

1885-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant.  One  of  our  favorite 

coins  in  the  series,  scarce  and  yet  priced  at 

only .  239 

1885-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant . 215 

1885-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1885-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 25 

1885-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 17 

1885-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 345 

1885-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 129 

1885-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 129 

1885-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1885-S  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant . 129 

1885- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 95 

1886  MS-65.  Brilliant . 109 

1886  MS-64.  Brilliant . 41 

1886  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1 886  MS-63.  Deep  golden  with  light  rainbow  col¬ 
ors  on  obverse . 29 

1886- 0  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 
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1886-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 510 

1886-S  MS-63,  proollike . 295 

1886-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1886-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 75 


1 886-S/S  VAM-2.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  .650 
1886-S/S  VAM-2.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  650 
1 886-S/S  VAM-2.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  375 


1887/6  VAM-2.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...895 

1887/6  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1887/6  VAM-2  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295 

1887  MS-65.  Brilliant . 109 

1887  MS-64.  Brilliant . 41 

1887  VAM-12.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1887  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1887  MS-62.  Brilliant . 22 

1887-0  AU-58.  Brilliant . 23 

1887-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 79 

1887-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 59 

1887-S/S  VAM-2.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  525 

1887- S/S  VAM-2.  MS-61.  Brilliant . 75 

1888  MS-65.  Brilliant . 155 

1888  MS-64,  DMPL.  (NGC).  A  glittering  mir¬ 
rorlike  specimen  of  this  date,  quite  elusive  with 
such  an  attractive  finish . 350 

1888  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1888  MS-63.  Brilliant . 32 

1888  MS-62.  Brilliant . 29 

1888- 0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 19 

1888-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Lustrous  with  light  golden 

surfaces . 199 

1888-S  MS-62  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 159 

1888-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 159 

1888-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 79 

1889  MS-65.  Brilliant . 279 

1889  MS-62.  Brilliant . 23 


Important  1889-CC  Dollar  Rarity 


1889-CC  MS-62,  DMPL  (PCGS).  An  attractive, 
brilliant  example  of  this  rare  date.  Deep  mir¬ 
rored  fields  surround  cameo  devices  creating  a 
stunning  visual  treat.  One  of  the  great  key  is¬ 
sues  in  the  Morgan  silver  dollar  series.  13,500 
Among  Carson  City  Morgan  silver  dollars  minted  1 878- 
1893,  the  1889-CC  is  by  far  the  rarest,  followed  by  1879- 
CC,  then  1893-CC.  The  two  most  plentiful  varieties  are 
1 883-CC  and  1 884-CC,  these  two  being  among  our  very 
favorites  in  the  American  numismatics — simply  because  they 
are  so  inexpensive  today  and  have  so  much  interest  and  ro¬ 


mance  that  go  along  with  them. 

1889-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 599 

1889-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 599 

1889-0  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 199 

1889-0  AU-55.  Brilliant . 35 

1889-S  MS-62  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 129 

1889-S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 129 


1889-S  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant . 129 

1889-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1 19 

1889- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 1 15 

1890  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1890  MS-60.  Brilliant . 22 

1890- CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold  and  blue 

toning . 695 

1890-CC  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant  and  satiny.  One 
of  the  scarcest  Carson  City  Mint  Morgan  is¬ 
sues  at  the  MS-64  grade  level . 695 

1890-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 359 

1890-CC  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 359 

1890-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 275 

1890-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 


1890-0  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Our  recently  announced 
SPECIAL  PURCHASE  has  been  going,  and 
soon  the  pieces  will  be  gone!  Meanwhile,  as  we 
go  to  press,  we  have  21  pieces  remaining.  Add 


one  to  your  collection  for  only . 59 

1890-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 48 

1890-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 129 

1890-S  MS-63,  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant..  ..475 

1890-S  MS-63,  prooflike . 1 10 

1890-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 65 

1890-S  MS-62,  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...  169 

1890- S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 29 

1891  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Scarce  at  this  high-grade 

level . 599 

1891  VAM-2.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 659 

1891  Doubled  ear  details.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 1 50 

1891  VAM-2.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1891  MS-62.  Brilliant . 64 

1891  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 64 

1891  AU-58.  Brilliant . 29 

1891- CC  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 265 

1891-CC  VAM-3.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 155 

1891-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 659 

1891-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 199 

1891-0  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 199 

1891-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 79 


Morgan  Dollars ! 

Isn’t  it  wonderful  that  the  Treasury 
Department  stored  huge  quantities  ol 
1878-1921  Morgan  dollars  and  released 
them  in  1960?  Otherwise,  such  coins 
would  be  exceedingly  expensive  (for  com¬ 
parisons,  just  check  the  prices  for  Mint 
State  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  or  Barber 
half  dollars  from  the  1870s  onward). 

As  it  is,  at  current  market  prices  you  can 
build  the  majority  of  a  set  of  about  100 
different  mintmarks  for  less  than  $200  per 
coin,  sometimes  for  less  than  $100,  some¬ 
times  for  less  than  $50!  And,  these  prices 
are  for  attractive  Mint  State  examples. 

Use  this  listing  to  start  a  collection  of 
Morgan  silver  dollars  today.  Watch  your 
collection  grow,  and  enjoy  every  minute 
of  it! 
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1891-0  AU-55 . 38 

1891-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 65 

1891-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 49 

1891-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 36 

1891- S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 25 

1892  MS-64.  Brilliant . 535 

1892  AU-58.  Brilliant . 65 

1892  AU-58  (ANACS) . 65 

1892- CC  MS-64.  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  devices 

are  frosty  and  the  fields  show  considerable 
prooflike  character . 1,195 

1892-CC  MS-63,  proof  like.  Brilliant . 850 

1892-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 765 

1892-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 495 

1892-CC  MS-62  (PCI).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a 

whisper  of  light  golden  toning . 495 

1892-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant . 375 

1 892-CC  AU-55  (PCGS) . 279 

1892-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 580 

1892-0  VAM-7.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1892-0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 49 

1893  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1,295 

1893  MS-63.  Brilliant . 775 

1893  MS-61.  Brilliant . 395 

1893  MS-60.  Brilliant . 350 

1893  AU-55  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 229 

1893  VAM-2.  AU-50‘(ANACS) . 199 

1893  EF-40 . 119 


1893-CC  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant  on  the  obverse. 
Light  yellow  and  blue  toning  at  the  rims  on  the 
reverse.  Long  recognized  as  a  scarce  issue,  a  key 
to  the  series.  Third  rarest  of  the  CC  mintmarks, 


after  1889-CC  and  1879-CC . 1,595 

1893-CC  MS-61.  Brilliant . 1,250 

1893-0  AU-55.  Brilliant . 635 

1893-0  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant . 635 

1893-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 635 

1893-0  AU-53.  Brilliant . 550 

1893-0  AU-50.  Deep  gold  peripheral  toning.  525 

1893-0  AU-50  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 525 

1893-0  AU-50  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 525 


Significant  1893-S  Dollar 


1893-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen,  a 
coin  that  retains  much  of  its  original  mint  lus¬ 
tre.  This  is  the  key  mintmark  in  the  Morgan 
dollar  series.  When  seen,  examples  of  the  1 893- 
S  are  apt  to  be  in  the  VF  range,  with  an  occa¬ 
sional  EF,  but  only  rarely  in  AU.  A  tremendous 
coin,  a  “find”  that  will  look  just  right  in  a  spe¬ 
cialized  dollar  collection . 12,950 

1893-S  VF-30  (PCGS).  Just  purchased,  and  of¬ 
fered  here  for  the  first  time . 1 ,895 


1 894  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Very  scarce  in  this 
grade;  a  key  issue  among  Philadelphia  Mint 
Morgan  silver  dollars.  One  of  hundreds  of  Mor¬ 
gan  silver  dollars  recently  purchased  for  our 
stock  by  Mark  Borckardt,  Dave  Bowers,  and 


Ray  Merena . 1 ,650 

1894  AU-55  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 595 

1894  AU-55  (PCI).  Brilliant . 595 

1894  AU-53.  Brilliant . 550 

1894  AU-50.  One  of  the  most  desirable  of  all  is¬ 
sues  in  the  series.  Generous  amounts  of  mint 

lustre  remain . 475 

1894  AU-50  (PCGS) . 475 

1894-0  AU-58 . 199 

1894-0  AU-58  (NGC) . 199 

1 894-0  AU-53  (PCI).  Weakly  struck.  Light  golden 

toning . 145 

1894-0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 135 

1894-0  AU-50  (ANACS) . 135 

1894-0  EF-45 . 65 

1894-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 749 

1894-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 749 

1894-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 529 

1894-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 529 


1895  Dollar  Rarity 


1895  EF-40.  A  Proof  that  was  “spent.”  Some  of  the 
Proof  finish  is  still  seen  in  protected  areas.  One 
of  only  880  Proofs  struck.  In  the  absence  of  any 
known  Mint  State  coins  existing  (it  is  presumed 
that  the  1 2,000  listed  in  the  Mint  Report  were 
either  melted  or  represented  coins  dated  1894), 
any  1895  Morgan  dollar  is  a  numismatic  land¬ 
mark.  A  find  for  the  specialist . 15,500 


Choice  Mint  State  1895-S  $1 


1895-S  MS-63.  Brilliant  with  attractive  frosty  lus¬ 
tre.  Needle-sharp  strike.  A  far  nicer  than  usu¬ 
ally  seen  specimen  of  this  key  San  Francisco 
Mint  issue.  If  you  have  been  searching  for  a 
particularly  choice  1895-S,  your  quest  ends 
here!  . 3,650 


Quality  1895-S  Dollar 


1895-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  It  takes  quite  a  bit  of  look¬ 
ing  to  find  quality  1895-S  dollars,  as  this  issue 
and  also  1 893-CC  are  nearly  always  very  heavily 
bagmarked.  You’ll  really  like  this  one!  ...2,395 


1895-S  EF-45  (PCI) . 495 

1896  MS-62,  prooflike, . 32 

1896  MS-60.  Brilliant . 27 


1896-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  key  coin  in 


the  Morgan  dollar  series . 2,150 

1896-0  MS-60  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 695 

1896-0  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1896-0  AU-55.  Brilliant . 169 

1896-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1896-0  AU-53  (NGC).  Brilliant . 119 

1896-0  AU-53  (PCGS) . 119 

1896-0  AU-50  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 99 

1896-0  AU-50  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 99 

1896-S  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant  with  light  golden 
peripheral  toning . 995 

1896- S  MS-60.  Brilliant.  A  nice  example  at  this 

grade  level  of  one  of  the  more  elusive  varieties 
toward  the  end  of  the  Morgan  series.  Just  pur¬ 
chased . 695 

1897  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1897- 0  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  golden 

toning .  695 

1897-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1897-0  AU-55.  Brilliant . 125 

1897-S  MS-65,  DMPL  (NGC).  A  prize  Morgan 

dollar  that’s  sure  to  please . 1,350 

1897-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 87 

1897-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 59 

1897-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 45 

1897- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 35 

1898  MS-63.  Brilliant . 32 

1898- 0  MS-65,  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..435 

1898-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 32 

1898-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 19 

1898-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 420 

1898-S  MS-63,  proof  like.  Brilliant . 295 
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About  Sol  Kaplan  and  Jim  Kelly 


This  letter  arrived  in  our  mailbox from  Dr. 
Charles  E.  Weber: 

"Dear  Mr.  Bowers: 

“Thanks  for  publishing  ‘Reminiscences 
by  Frank  Sprinkle'  in  which  he  mentioned 
old-time  dealer  Sol  Kaplan.  This  item 
brought  back  many  memories  to  me. 

“I  remember  the  little  coin  shop  that  Sol 
Kaplan  opened  at  8th  and  Vine  in  Cincin¬ 
nati  together  with  B.H.  ('Beech')  Terry 
around  1938.  There  I  bought  my  First  Ro¬ 
man  coins  in  1939,  which 
are  still  in  my  collection. 

(They  cost  25<£  each,  as  I 
recall.)  Sol  Kaplan  was  an 
unforgettable  Figure.  He 
later  became  one  of  the 
most  prominent  dealers  in 
the  United  States  and  quite 
a  showman  who  also  pro¬ 
moted  Russian  coins.  Some 
of  my  most  treasured  U.S. 
coins  are  also  from  Sol 
Kaplan,  who,  for  example, 
sold  me  an  EF  1806  half 
dollar  for  $4.30  in  1931.  I 
recall  encountering  Tho¬ 
mas  G.  Melish  (of Cincin¬ 
nati  hall  dollar  lame)  in  Sol 
Kaplan’s  office. 

“On  October  28,  1941 
I  bought  an  EF  1 798  dollar 
at  one  of  Mr.  Bolender’s  auctions.  Many  of 
my  Greek  bronze  coins  were  in  Mr. 
Bolender’s  possession  at  one  time  or  an¬ 
other. 

“Jim  Kelly  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  also  fur¬ 
nished  me  with  outstanding  collections  of 
Greek  coins.  One  lot  of  nearly  400  Greek 
bronze  coins  Jim  Kelly  sold  me  in  1952  cost 
only  $155,  and  an  outstanding  lot  of  90 
Greek  small  silver  coins,  some  ol  them  quite 
rare,  cost  me  only  $105. 

“Sincerely  yours,” 

— Dr.  Charles  E.  Weber 

Notes  on  Jim  Kelly 

The  letter  from  Dr.  Weber  coincided 
nicely  with  our  receipt  from  Remy  Bourne  of 
an  old  postcard  showing  Jim  Kelly  in  his 
office  in  the  1940s,  reproduced  herewith. 
With  a  magnifyingglass,  youreditor  noticed 
that  on  the  left  wall  is  a  picture  of  George 
Washington  (presumably,  good  for  numis¬ 
matic  inspiration),  the  coin  safe  has  33  large 
drawers  (presumably  contained  coins  in  2x2- 
inch  paper  envelopes)  andsomesmallerones, 


on  top  of  the  sale  is  a  leatherette  case  (presum¬ 
ably  containing  a  typewriter,  the  style  is  right 
lor  this),  and  on  the  wall  is  an  old  map  (of  a 
territory  not  immediately  recognizable,  but 
southern  Ohio  and  northern  Kentucky  come 
to  mind).  Kelly’s  desk  has  an  ashtray,  a  paper 
coin  envelope,  a  roll  ol  memo  paper,  some 
correspondence,  and  a  few  other  things.  On 
the  right  wall  is  a  sailfish. 

Kelly  was  a  jeweler  in  Dayton.  In  the  late 
1930s  he  decided  to  go  into  the  rare  coin 


business,  as  per  this  notice  in  The  Numisma¬ 
tist.  }wwt  1938: 

Collectors,  Gentlemen: 

During  the  past  month  and  in  the  future  I 
am  devoting  full  time  to  Numismatics.  I  have  a 
large  stock  of  United  States  coins,  on  which  I 
will  cheerfully  quote  prices.  I  would  like  to 
purchase  quantities  of  choice  gold,  silver  and 
copper  United  States  coins.  Write  me  what  you 
have  for  sale  and  price  desired,  or  I  will  make 
you  an  offer.  All  correspondence  answered.  I 
am  trying  to  build  up  a  business  on  honesty, 
courteous  service,  reasonable  prices,  and  a  thor¬ 
ough  knowledge  of  numismatics. 

At  your  service,  James  Kelly. 

In  the  same  periodical  in  October  1940, 
Kelly  advertised  coins  at  fixed  prices  under 
the  timely  title  of  “Blitzkrieg  of  Rarities” 
(this  was  when  Hitler  was  devastating  much 
of  Europe;  a  rather  tenuous  numismatic  con¬ 
nection  here,  however). 

In  the  ensuing  20  years  Kelly  bought  and 
sold  many  coins,  among  which  might  be  men¬ 
tioned  the  Allen  Harper  Collection  ( 1 949)  and 
the  remarkable  Andre  DeCoppet  Collection  of 


early  silver  dollars  (1955).  In  The  Numisma¬ 
tists  March  1959,  Kelly  advised  readers  that 
while  he  had  operated  under  his  own  name  for 
20  years,  an  increase  in  business  mandated  a 
move  to  a  new  location  in  downtown  Dayton 
and  a  name  change  to  World  N umismatiques, 
Inc.  He  soon  tired  of  operating  a  retail  shop, 
and  moved  his  operation  to  a  pine-paneled 
room  in  the  basement  of  his  home  in  nearby 
Englewood,  and  conducted  business  by  mail. 
From  time  to  time  he  issued  auction  cata¬ 
logues  and  fixed  price  lists, 
some  of  the  latter  titled 
Kelly 's  Coins  and  Chatter. 

Kelly’s  greatest  fame  oc¬ 
curred  beginning  in  1960, 
when  J.  Oliver  Amos 
tapped  him  to  run  the 
“Trends’  column  in  Coin 
World.  Within  months,  he 
became  a  figure  known  to 
tens  of  thousands  of  read¬ 
ers,  far  more  than  he  had 
ever  reached  through  the 
medium  of  his  catalogues. 

As  coin  dealers  are  apt 
to  be,  Kelly  was  a  very  proud 
person.  Your  editor  recalls 
an  amusing  instance  circa 
1965:  At  a  convention  I 
was  talking  with  J  im  Kelly, 
who  at  that  time  was  asso¬ 
ciated  with  me  and  others  in  the  conduct  of 
the  Paramount  International  Coin  Corpora¬ 
tion.  A  man  came  up  and  thrust  a  Turkish  (I 
think;  I  could  not  decipher  the  inscriptions) 
gold  coin  toward  Kelly,  saying: 

“Mr.  Kelly,  I  have  this  gold  coin,  but  no 
one  seems  to  know  if  it  is  genuine  or  il  it  is 
rare.  I  read  your  ‘Trends’  each  week,  and  I 
figured  that  if  anybody  would  know,  it  would 
be  you.  What  do  you  think?” 

“It  is  a  beautiful  coin.  One  of  the  best  I  have 
ever  seen.  Congratulations  on  owning  it.” 

With  that,  the  man  walked  away. 

Ever  eager  to  learn,  I  then  asked  Jim  Kelly 
what  kind  of  a  coin  it  was. 

“Heck  if  I  know,”  he  replied.  “I  just 
wanted  to  make  him  happy.” 

Perhaps  Kelly’s  finest  single  moment  was 
theauctioningin  1967oItheJ.V.  McDermott 
specimen  of  the  1913  Liberty  Head  nickel, 
which  went  for  $46,000  to  Aubrey  Bebee,  the 
Omaha  dealer,  this  being  by  far  a  record  price 
at  the  time.  Years  later,  Aubrey  and  Adeline 
Bebee  presented  the  1913  nickel  as  a  gift  to 
the  American  Numismatic  Association. 
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1898-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 219 

1898-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 153 

1898-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1898-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 89 

1898- S  AU-55,  prooflike . 125 

1899  MS-64.  Brilliant . 155 

1899  MS-62.  Brilliant . 79 

1899  AU-58.  Brilliant . 69 

1899- 0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1899-S  VAM-7.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 485 

1899-S  VAM-7.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 295 

1899-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 235 

1899- S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 95 

1900  MS-63.  Brilliant . 32 

1900- O/CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 345 

1900-O/CC  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 239 

1900-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1900-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 32 

1900-0  VAM-15.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 45 

1900-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 24 

1900-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 269 

1900- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 99 

1900- S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 65 

1901  AU-58.  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Attractive . 825 

1901  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  ex¬ 
tremely  well-struck . 825 

1901  AU-55  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 345 

1901  AU-55 . 345 

1901  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 345 

1901  AU-53  (PCGS) . 265 

1901  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1901- 0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 22 

190 1-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 699 

1901-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 445 

190 1-S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 145 

1901-S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 120 


1901- S  EF-40 . 49 

1902  MS-65.  Brilliant . 435 

1902  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 435 

1902  AU-55.  Brilliant . 23 

1902- 0  MS-64,  proof  like . 250 

1902-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 32 

1902-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 16 

1902-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 495 

1902-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 251) 

1902-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 169 

1902- S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 135 

1903  MS-63.  Brilliant . 46 

1903  MS-60.  Brilliant . 29 

1903- 0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 199 

1903-0  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 199 

1903-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 199 

1903-0  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 189 

1903-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 169 


Gorgeous  1903-S  Dollar 


1903-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. 


A  gorgeous  coin.  A  key  to  the  series . 4,650 

1903-S  EF-40  (ANACS) . 295 

1904  AU-58.  Brilliant . 42 

1904  AU-50.  Brilliant . 35 


Coin  Show  Schedule 

November  13-15,  1997 

Baltimore,  MD 

Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Convention 

January  8-10,  1998 

Orlando,  FL 
F.U.N.  Convention 

March  5-8,  1998 

Baltimore,  MD 

Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Convention 


1997-98  Auction  Schedule 

November  13-14,  1997 

Baltimore,  MD 

in  conjunction  with  the  Suburban 
Washington/Baltimore  Convention 
January  20,  1998 
Wentworth  Exchange  Mail  Bid  Sale 
March  5-7,  1998 
Baltimore,  MD 

in  conjunction  with  the  Suburban 
Washington/Baltimore  Convention 
No iv  accepting  consignments! 

May  10-12,  1998 
Los  Angeles,  CA 
Now  accepting  consignments! 
August  3,  1998 
Portland,  OR 
The  Rarities  Sale 
Now  accepting  consignments! 
September  14-16,  1998 
New  York  City,  NY 
Now  accepting  consignments! 


1904-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1904-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 24 

1904-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 16 

1904-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 1,925 

1921  Morgan.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1  19 

1921  Morgan.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 19 

1921-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 239 

1921-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 53 

1921-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 23 

192 1-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 109 

1 92 1-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 


Morgan 
Silver  Hollars 


We  invite  you  to  compare  your  want  list  of  Mor¬ 
gan  dollars  against  the  following  “grid,”  which 
consists  of  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65  coins.  Each 
coin  is  PCGS  or  NGC  certified,  is  brilliant  or  at¬ 
tractively  lightly  toned,  and  has  been  hand  picked 
by  us  as  being  of  Premium  Quality.  If  you  want  the 
finest  quality,  plus  an  excellent  value  for  the  price 
paid,  this  listing  is  for  you.  Let  us  help  you  build  an 
award-winning  collection! 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1878  7/8  TF 

$99 

$255 

1878-CC 

$945 

1878-S 

189 

1879 

735 

1879-CC 

3050 

4950 

1879-0 

365 

1879-S 

115 

1880 

775 

1 880-CC 

255 

575 

1880-0 

265 

1495 

1880-S 

41 

115 

1881 

65 

725 

1881-CC 

225 

399 

1881-0 

1450 

188 1-S 

29 

41 

109 

1882 

49 

389 

1882-CC 

255 

1882-0 

35 

659 

1882-S 

115 

1883 

. 

119 

1883-CC 

98 

215 

1883-0 

29 

41 

1884 

195 

1884-CC 

85 

199 

1884-0 

29 

41 

1885 

119 

Rare  Coin  Review  No.  1 20 


Page  SI 


UNITMI  STATUS  SIliVKIl  COINS 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1885-CC 

$239 

$249 

$479 

1885-0 

29 

41 

109 

1885-S 

155 

345 

1886 

29 

41 

1886-0 

2795 

1886-S 

259 

1887 

29 

41 

1887-0 

259 

1887-S 

139 

395 

1888 

49 

155 

1888-0 

435 

1888-S 

199 

490 

1889 

32 

279 

1889-0 

199 

599 

1889-S 

165 

289 

1225 

1890-CC 

359 

695 

1890-0 

59 

155 

1890-S 

65 

129 

819 

1891 

109 

599 

1891-CC 

265 

499 

2380 

1891-0 

199 

659 

1891-S 

189 

1295 

1892 

280 

535 

1892-CC 

765 

1195 

1892-0 

580 

1893 

775 

1295 

1893-CC 

3250 

1894-S 

749 

1495 

1896 

29 

155 

1897 

239 

1897-0 

4750 

1897-S 

465 

1898 

45 

185 

1898-0 

32 

119 

1898-S 

219 

420 

1899 

155 

1899-0 

32 

119 

1899-S 

395 

1900 

135 

1900-0 

32 

119 

1900-0/CC 

465 

1900-S 

169 

269 

1295 

1901-0 

165 

1901-S 

445 

699 

1902 

435 

1902-0 

135 

1902-S 

495 

1903 

175 

1 903-0 

189 

199 

325 

1903-S 

4650 

1 904-0 

29 

1904-S 

1925 

3150 

|  1921  Morgan 

19 

29 

119 

|  1921-D 

239 

|  1921-S 

109 

1350 

rcaic  ii»ii  ills 

Peace  dollars,  alter  having  been  “quiet”  for  sev¬ 
eral  years,  have  perked  up  in  popularity.  Really 
nice  pieces  with  excellent  eye  appeal  have  always 
been  hard  to  find,  except  for  a  handful  of  variet¬ 
ies.  Use  this  selection  to  add  quality  coins  to  your 


collection. 

1922- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 295 

1923  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 640 

1923  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 145 

1923- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 235 

1923- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 19 

1924  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575 

1924- S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  High-grade  1924-S  dol¬ 
lars  with  eye  appeal  are  hard  to  find . 1 ,175 

1924-S  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  We  were  lucky 

to  buy  it,  and  you  are  fortunate  to  have  the 

chance  to  acquire  it  for  your  own . 1,175 

1924-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 375 

1924- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 165 

1925  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 550 

1925- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 575 

1926- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 189 

1926- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 19 

1927- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 525 

1927-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 215 

1927-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Somewhat 

scarcer  than  generally  realized . 145 

1927-D  AU-50.  Brilliant . 69 

1927- S  MS-64 . 695 

1928  AU-50 . 162 

1928- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1,250 

1928-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 325 

1934  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,275 

1934  MS-62.  Brilliant . 76 

1934-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 625 


1934-S  Peace  Dollar 


1934-S  MS-63.  Delicate  golden  gray  iridescence 
on  frosty  surfaces.  A  delicacy  in  Uncirculated 
grade,  and  widely  esteemed  as  the  key  issue  in 


the  Peace  dollar  series  at  the  MS-63  level.  A 
prize  for  the  advanced  specialist . 2,550 

1934- S  AU-55  (  PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces . 595 

1935  MS-65.  Brilliant . 625 

1935  MS-62.  Brilliant . 49 

1935  MS-61  (NGC) . 45 

1935  AU-58.  Brilliant . 32 

1935- S  MS-65.  Brilliant.  An  exceptionally  nice 

example  of  this  issue . 1,075 

1935-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 225 

1935-S  AU-50 . 69 


Peace  Dollars 


Check  our  listing  of  Peace  dollars  carefully.  Each 
one  has  been  hand  picked  for  quality.  Each' coin  is 
NGC  or  PCGS  certified,  and  is  brilliant  or  lightly 
and  attractively  toned.  Each  coin  is  among  the  fin¬ 
est  extant  at  its  grade  level.  If  you  are  particular 
about  quality  and  value,  your  search  stops  here! 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1922 

$22 

$38 

$145 

1922-D 

55 

435 

1922-S 

295 

1923 

22 

38 

145 

1923-S 

59 

209 

1924 

150 

1924-S 

375 

1175 

1925 

45 

145 

1925-S 

575 

1926 

310 

1926-D 

115 

199 

515 

1926-S 

189 

975 

1927 

245 

1927-D 

215 

525 

1927-S 

695 

1928-S 

325 

1250 

1934 

1275 

1934-D 

185 

625 

1895 

1934-S 

2550 

3950 

1935 

625 

1935-S 

395 

1075 

The  Bowers  and  Merena 
Comparison  Test 

After  you  receive  your  coins  from  us, 
compare  their  quality  and  value  with  coins 
from  any  other  source.  (You  must  examine 
the  coins  in  person;  a  comparison  of  adver¬ 
tised  prices  without  seeing  the  quality  is 
absolutely  meaningless.)  Ifyou  don’t  agree 
that  the  coins  you  buy  right  here  are  equal 
to  or  better  than  those  from  any  other 
source,  just  return  them  within  30  days 
(seven  days  for  certified  coins)  for  an  in¬ 
stant  refund. 

Simplified,  the  famous  Bowers  and 
Merena  Comparison  l  est  can  be  stated 
this  way:  Try  us,  and  you  will  like  us! 
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UNITED  STATES  SILVER  (  DINS 


Trails  hollars 

We  have  always  enjoyed  trade  dollars,  and  we  are 
heartened  by  the  recent  interest  in  them.  With  the 
exception  of  the  1885  and,  to  a  lesser  extent,  the 
1884  (of  which  only  10  were  minted),  trade  dollars 
are  highly  collectible.  A  complete  set  of  Proofs  from 
1873  through  1883,  and  a  set  of  business  strikes 
from  1 873  through  1 878  forms  an  interesting  chal¬ 
lenge  and  a  distinctive  achievement. 

Use  our  listing  as  a  passport  to  start  a  collection 
of  this  fascinating  series,  or  to  add  to  your  present 
holdings. 

1873  MS-62  (NGC).  First  year  of  issue  of  the  se¬ 
ries.  A  brilliant,  lustrous  specimen  that  will  be 
a  fine  addition  to  any  high-quality  type  set  of 
U.S.  coin  designs  or  to  a  specialized  set  of  trade 
dollars . 995 


Gem  1874  Trade  $1 


1874  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gray  and  brilliant  sil¬ 

ver  surfaces.  Very  deep  and  frosty  lustre.  One 
of  the  finest  business  strikes  we’ve  ever  seen  of 
this  early  date . 4,195 

1874-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,895 

1874- S  MS-63  (PCGS) . 1 ,895 

1875  Type  I/II.  Proof-61.  Brilliant.  Rarer  than 

generally  supposed . 1 ,250 

1875  Type  I/II  AU-55  (PCGS) . 975 

1875- CC  Type  I/I  MS-62  (PCGS).  This  Carson 

City  piece  will  look  great  in  any  type  set  or  spe¬ 
cialized  collection . 1,450 

1 875-CC  Type  I/II.  AU-58.  A  very  affordable  “CC 
mintmark  issue . 395 

1875-S/CC  AU-55  (PCGS).  Iridescent  toning.  The 
first  and  only  overmintmark  variety  in  the  se¬ 
ries . 1 ,795 

1875-S/CC  Several  chopmarks  on  obverse,  indicat¬ 
ing  that  this,  indeed,  was  a  trade  dollar . 350 

1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous . 1 ,095 

1 875- S  Type  I/I.  MS-62.  Delicate  golden  toning. 

A  splendid  trade  dollar,  a  coin  with  lots  of  eye 
appeal . 995 

1 876  Type  I/II.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 

trous  with  a  whisper  of  golden  toning.  Another 
splendid  trade  dollar . 1,450 

1876- S  Type  I/I.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

lustrous . 1 ,295 

1876-S  Breen-5800.  MS-60  (ANACS).  Brilliant. 425 

1877  MS-63.  Pale  champagne  iridescence 
complements  the  frosty  surfaces.  Wisps  of 


golden  brown  can  be  seen  at  the  obverse  pe¬ 
riphery.  Notable  as  the  last  trade  dollar  issue 
struck  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  in  business 
strike  format.  All  subsequent  dates  are  Proof- 

only  issues .  1,395 

1877  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Usual 

strike . 1,395 

1 877  was  the  last  year  that  the  Philadelphia  Mint  coined 
business  strike  trade  dollars. 

1877  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  attractive  gold,  green, 
and  blue  surfaces.  Although  not  fully  struck,  it 
is  much  sharper  than  most.  Quite  elusive  in 

higher  grades . 1,395 

1877-CC  AU-58  (NGC).  A  key  issue  in  the  series. 
Particularly  elusive  in  higher  grades.  Guaran¬ 
teed  to  please! . 1,695 

1877-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  golden 
toning.  Especially  prooflike  surfaces.  A  very  nice 
example  of  this  issue.  Not  a  rarity,  but  certainly 

beautiful! . 1,095 

1877-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 265 


Key  1878-CC  Trade  $1 


1878-CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  gray  and  irides¬ 
cent  surfaces.  The  key  trade  dollar  issue  among 
business  strikes.  There  are  probably  1 ,000  people 
with  this  on  their  want  lists,  but  very  few  coins 

to  go  around! . 2,850 

1878-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,550 

1878-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous;  a 
coin  which  mounts  a  serious  challenge  to  MS- 

64! . 1,550 

1 878-S  MS-62.  Brilliant  with  light  toning.  Excep¬ 
tionally  nice  for  the  grade  and  ideal  for  a  type 
set.  Last  business  strike  year . 850 


1880  Proof-63  (NGC).  This  is  a  Proof-only  issue 
with  a  mintage  of  1,987  coins.  Wonderful  eye 
appeal  with  light  champagne  surfaces.  ..2,350 

A  FINE  COLLECTION  IS 
YOUR  BEST  INVESTMENT 


Remy  Bourne  Comments 
on  Our  Catalogues 

The  following  unsolicited  commentary  ap¬ 
peared  in  Remy  Bourne  s  recent  auction  cata¬ 
logue  of  out-of-print  numismatic  literature  in 
connection  with  an  offeringofour past  catalogues: 

BOWERS,  Q.  DAVID. 

A  complete  set  of  America’s  most  popu¬ 
lar  and  historically  important  auction  cata¬ 
logues  1972-1997.  Most  with  Prices  Real¬ 
ized  (excluding  the  mail  bid  sales).  For  many 
years  the  catalogues  written  by  Q.  David  Bow¬ 
ers  and  members  and  consultants  of  the  staff  of 
Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries,  Inc.,  later  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  Galleries,  served  as  a  focal 
point  in  numismatic  collecting.  They  join  the 
highly  acclaimed  catalogues  of  the  late  New 
Netherlands  Coin  Company  as  being  joys  to 
possess.  Even  the  smallest  catalogue  with  the 
most  trivial  item  is  apt  to  contain  interesting 
things  to  read  and  much  to  learn. 

The  series  of  Bowers  and  Merena  and 
related  catalogues,  1972  to  date,  encom¬ 
passes  the  three  most  valuable  collections  of 
American  coins  ever  to  cross  the  auction 
block.  The  Garrett  Collection  consigned  by 
The  Johns  Hopkins  University  and  sold  in  a 
series  of  four  events,  1979-1981,  still  echoes 
in  the  halls  of  numismatic  history  and  lore. 
The  realization  of  $25  million  was  not  ex¬ 
ceeded  until  just  recently  when  the  sale  of  the 
Eliasberg  Collection  brought  the  grand  total 
of  the  three  Eliasberg  offerings  to  $45  mil¬ 
lion.  This  trio  began  in  1982  with  the  offer¬ 
ing  of  the  gold  portion. 

The  American  collection  of  Ambassador 
and  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb  auctioned  by  the 
firm  in  three  sales,  1987-1989,  brought  $20 
million,  and  set  many  records  that  have  not 
been  tested  to  this  very  day. 

The  Bowers  and  Merena  catalogues  have 
received  more  “Catalogue  of  the  Year”  awards 
from  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  than 
have  those  of  any  other  firm.  Dave  Bowers 
recently  gave  his  personal  philosophy  which 
seems  to  go  beyond  the  pale  of  business: 
“We  only  pass  this  way  but  once.  I  really  love 
numismatics,  and  when  I  and  our  staff 
present  coins  at  auction  we  not  only  show¬ 
case  the  coins  to  their  finest  advantage,  but 
we  endeavor  to  provide  descriptions  that 
will  at  once  be  interesting  to  read  to  begin¬ 
ners  as  well  as  advanced  collectors,  and  also 
reflect  the  state  of  the  art  with  regard  to 
background  and  history  attached  to  particu¬ 
lar  pieces.  All  of  this  is  highly  enjoyable  to 
me  and  our  other  team  members. 
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The  Opportunity  of  the  Decade! 


Saint-Gaudens  Double  Eagle  Club 

The  Worlds  Most  Attractive  Coin ! 


On 


The  twenty  dollar  gold  piece  is  the  largest  commercial 
coin  every  issued  by  the  United  States  Mint.  And,  the  Saint- 
Gaudens  S20  gold  double  eagles  are  among  the  most  admired  of 
United  States  coin  designs.  In  1905,  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens, 
America’s  most  acclaimed  sculptor,  was  commissioned  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Theodore  Roosevelt  to  redesign  the  American  coinage.  The 
artist  created  motifs  for  the  $10  and  $20,  which  were  released  by 
autumn  1907.  The  first  $20  pieces  had  the  date  in  Roman  numer¬ 
als,  MCMVII,  but  for  quantity  production  the  design  and  date 
were  modified,  and  the  date  1907  was  employed.  Today  the 
MCMVII  $20  pieces  are  quite  scarce  and  sell  for  several  thousand 
dollars  each  or  more,  with  selected  Mint  State  coins  crossing  the 
$10,000  mark. 

However,  there  are  many  later  date  $20  pieces  now  selling 
at  a  20-year  low — priced  tar  below  $1,000  per  coin  in  lustrous 
Mint  State!  We  propose  that  you  build  a  collection  of  these  af¬ 
fordable  dates  and  mintmarks.  The  varieties  include 
the  31  (!)  listed  below  (tentative  listing  based 
upon  today’s  valuations;  the  market  can  and 
does  fluctuate).  What  a  gorgeous,  impressive  fjfc  -  4 
collection  this  will  make! 

It ’s  As  Easy  As  1  -2-3! 

Here  is  All  You  Do: 

1)  Decide  how  much  you’d  like  to 
spend  a  month  on  your  collection.  For  just 
$500  (the  minimum  we  recommend),  we  feel 
confident  we  can  complete  your  collection 
with  Mint  State  pieces  ranging  in  grade  from 
MS-60  to  MS-63.  Of  course,  the  more  you 
want  to  spend,  the  more  high-grade  pieces 
we  can  offer  you. 

2)  Choose  the  collecting  program  best 
suited  to  your  needs. 

Program  #1  -  Build  a  collection  contain¬ 
ing  the  31  different  varieties  listed  here. 

Program  #2  -  Build  a  short  set  of  just  10 
different  dates  and  mintmarks. 

3)  Call  Gail  Watson,  with  your  credit  card 
in  hand,  and  say,  “I  would  like  to  join  your 


Double  Eagle  Club.”  Or, 
send  us  a  tax  with  your  credit 
card  information.  We'll  take  it 
from  there.  Get  set  for  a  very  enjoyable  experience! 

Month  by  month,  your  golden  collection  will  grow  before  your 
eyes!  There  is  no  obligation  to  continue,  and  you  can  end  your 
participation  at  any  time,  simply  by  letting  us  know  and  paying 
any  balance  due.  Each  coin  comes  with  a  30-day  money-back 
guarantee  of  satisfaction  and  a  special  4%  member’s  discount. 

Conversely,  if  at  any  time  you  want  to  buy  more  than  one  coin 
a  month,  or  see  other  $20  pieces  of  interest  in  our  publications 
and  want  to  add  them  to  your  collection,  that  is  perfectly  fine. 

Our  object  is  to  provide  you  with  a  beautiful 
collection  you  will  truly  enjoy. 
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Saint-Gaudens  Double  Eagles 

Priced  at  less  than  $1,000! 

1907  Arabic  numerals. 

1911-D 

1908  No  Motto. 

1911 -S 

1908-D  No  Motto. 

1912 

1908  With  Motto 

1913 

1908-D  With  Motto 

191 3-D 

1909 

1914 

1909-S 

1914-D 

1910 

1914-S 

1910-D 

1915 

1910-S 

1915-S 

1911 

1916-S 

This  ends  the  early  series 

of  Saint-Gaudens 

S20,  after  which  no  pieces  were  minted  until 

the  1920s.  The  list  of  affordable  dates  and 

mintmarks  resumes: 

1923-D 

1920 

1924 

1922 

1925 

1922-S 

1926 

1923 

1927 

Introductory  Price  to  Double 
Eagle  Club  Members  - 
$575 

Included  is  each  date  listed  below.  Each  is  a 
sparkling  Mint  State  example  of  this  popular  issue. 

1908  No  Motto  MS-63  (PCGS)  •  1922  MS-63 
(PCGS)  •  1923  MS-63  (PCGS)  •  1924  MS-63  (PCGS) 

Special  Sign-Up  Bonus 

With  your  first  order  we  will  send  you  a 
copy  of  Q.  David  Bowers’  award-win¬ 
ning  book  (the 
standard  reference 
on  the  series,) 

United  States  Gold 
Coins:  An  Illus¬ 
trated  History,  il¬ 
lustrated  with 
gems  from  the 
Eliasberg  Col¬ 
lection.  This 
deluxe  hard¬ 
bound  volume,  profusely  illustrated  in¬ 
cluding  with  color  plates,  lists  for  $57.95, 
but  is  yours  FREE. 


United : 
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Moby  Dick"  anti 
Numismatics 


One  of  our  clients,  Robert  W.  Shippee,  recently  wrote  to  say: 

“I  recently  finished  listening  to  Moby  Dick  on  Books-on- 
Tape.  I’m  sure  everyone  remembers  the  scene  where  Ahab 
nails  the  gold  doubloon  to  the  mast,  sadly  defacing  this  fine 
coin  (having  just  moments  before  improved  its  appearance  by 
‘. .  .rubbing  the  gold  piece  against  the  skirts  of  his  jacket,  as  if 
to  heighten  its  lustre...’).  What  I,  for  one,  didn't  recall, 
however,  was  that  63  chapters  later, 

Melville  devotes  six  pages  to  this  16 
dollar  piece,  noting  that  it  was 
from  Quito,  Ecuador,  that  it 
depicted  three  Andes  sum¬ 
mits  and  a  zodiac,  and  that 
it  would  buy  960  cigars  (or 
800  by  my  count — I  think 
Mellville  erred  on  this 
point).  I  don’t  know  this 
coin  (though  I’m  sure  you 
do),  but  I  thought  you  might 
want  to  use  this  material  for 
one  of  your  wonderful  stories 
in  a  future  edition  of  the  Rare 
Coin  Review  or  The  Coin  Collec¬ 
tor.  Is  it  realistic  to  think  that  South 
American  doubloons  were  still  in  circula¬ 
tion  in  the  U.S.  around  1850?” 

The  reference  is  to  Herman  Melville’s 
famous  book  finished  and  published  in  1851, 

Moby  Dick.  The  novel  was  based  on  Melville’s 
1 8-month  voyage  on  the  whaler  Acushnet,  to 
the  South  Seas,  which  began  on  January  3, 

1841.  The  book  was  dedicated  to  Nathaniel 
Hawthorne,  author  of  House  of  Seven  Gables , 
with  whom  he  had  formed  a  close  friendship. 

Moby  Dick,  so  well  known  to  students  of  English 
literature  today,  was  a  complete  practical  failure  when 
it  was  released.  The  critics  misunderstood  it,  and  the 
public  stayed  away  from  it  in  the  proverbial  droves. 

Today,  Moby  Dick  is  certainly  considered  to  be  among 
the  top  1 00  classic  American  hooks  (if  anyone  makes  lists  of 
such  things). 

While  reprinting  the  entire  text  of  Moby  Dick  would 
overwhelm  the  present  issue  of  Rare  Coin  Review  it  certainly 
is  appropriate  to  cite  a  few  excerpts  involving  Captain  Ahab 
in  his  search  for  Moby  Dick,  the  “great  white  whale,  as  taken 
from  the  text  in  question — these  being  scattered  excerpts. 

We  begin  with  this  excerpt  of  Chapter  36.  At  this  point 


//  i  i 


Captain  Allah  is  addressing  his  crew: 
‘What  do  ye  do  when  ye  see  a  whale,  men?' 
‘Sing  out  for  him!  was  the  impulsive  re¬ 
joinder  from  a  score  of  clubbed  voices. 

‘Good!’  cried  Ahab,  with  a  wild  approval  in 
his  tones;  observing  the  hearty  animation  into 
which  his  tones;  observing  the  hearty  anima¬ 
tion  into  which  his  unexpected  question  had  so 
magnetically  thrown  them. 

‘And  what  do  ye  next,  men?’ 

‘Lower  away,  and  after  him!’ 

‘And  what  tune  is  it  ye  pull  to,  men?’ 

‘A  dead  whale  or  a  stove  boat!’ 

More  and  more  strangely  and  fiercely  glad 
and  approving,  grew  the  countenance  of  the  old  man  at  every 
shout;  while  the  mariners  began  to  gaze  curiously  at  each  other, 
as  if  marveli  ng  how  it  was  that  they  themselves  became  so  exci  ted 
at  such  seemingly  purposeless  questions. 

But,  they  were  all  eagerness  again,  as  Ahab,  now  half-revolving 
in  his  pivot-hole,  with  one  hand  reaching  high  up  a  shroud,  and 
tightly,  almost  convulsively  grasping  it,  addressed  them  thus: — 
‘All  ye  mast-headers  have  before  now  heard  me  give  orders 
about  a  white  whale.  Look  ye!  D’ye  see  this  Spanish  ounce 
Lv  of  gold?’ — holding  up  a  broad  bright  coin  to  the  sun — 

4  rCh \  It  is  a  sixteen  dollar  piece,  men, — a  doubloon.  D’ye 

see  it?  Mr.  Starbuck,  hand  me  yon  top-maul. 

'A'k  While  the  mate  was  getting  the  hammer, 
Ahab,  without  speaking,  was  slowly  rubbing  the 
gold  piece  against  the  skirts  of  his  jacket,  as  if  to 
heighten  its  lustre,  and  without  using  any  words 
was  meanwhile  lowly  hubbing  to  himself,  pro¬ 
ducing  a  sound  so  strangely  muffled  and  inar¬ 
ticulate  that  it  seemed  the  mechanical  humming 
of  the  wheels  of  his  vitality  in  him. 

Receiving  the  top-maul  from 
Starbuck,  he  advanced  towards  the 
mainmast  with  the  hammer  up- 
Ca  lifted  in  one  hand,  exhibiting 
the  gold  with  the  other,  and 
with  a  high  raised  voice  ex¬ 
claiming:  ‘Whosoever  of  ye 
raises  me  a  white-headed 
whale  with  a  wrinkled  brow 
and  a  crooked  jaw;  whoso¬ 
ever  ofye  raises  me  that  white- 
headed  whale,  with  three  holes 
punctured  in  his  starboard 
fluke — look  ye,  whosoever  of  ye 
raises  me  that  same  white  whale,  he 
shall  have  this  gold  ounce,  my  boys! 
Huzza!  huzza!’  cried  the  seamen,  as 
with  swinging  tarpaulins  they  hailed  the  act  of 
nailing  the  gold  to  the  mast. 

‘It’s  a  white  whale,  I  say,’  resumed  Ahab,  as  he  threw  down 
the  topmaul;  ‘a  white  whale.  Skin  your  eyes  for  him,  men;  look 
sharp  for  white  water;  if  ye  see  but  a  bubble,  sing  out. 

All  this  while  Tashtego,  Daggoo,  and  Qucequeg  had  looked 
on  with  even  more  intense  interest  and  surprise  than  the  rest,  and 
at  the  mention  of  the  wrinkled  brow  and  crooked  jaw  the)’  had  started 
as  if  each  was  separately  touched  by  some  specific  recollection. 
‘Captain  Ahab,’  said  Tashtego,  'that  white  whale  must  be  the 
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same  that  some  call  Moby  Dick.' 

Moby  Dick?  shouted  Ahab.  'Do  ye  know  the  white  whale,  then,Tash? 

Does  he  fan-tail  a  little  curious,  sir,  before  he  goes  down?’  said  the 
Gay-Header  deliberately. 

And  has  he  a  curious  spout,  too,’  said  Daggoo,  'very  bushy,  even  for 
a  parmacettv,  and  mighty  quick,  Captain  Ahab?’ 

And  he  have  one,  two,  three — oh!  good  many  iron  in  him  hide,  too, 
Captain,  cried  Queequeg  disjointedly,  'all  twiske-tee-be-twisk,  like 
him — him — ’  faltering  hard  for  a  word,  and  screwing  his  hand  round 
and  round  as  though  uncorking  a  bottle — 'like  him — him — •’ 

Corkscrew!’  cried  Ahab,  'aye,  Queequeg,  the  harpoons  lie  in  all 
twisted  and  wrenched  in  him;  aye,  Daggoo, 
his  spout  is  a  big  one,  like  a  whole  shock  of 
wheat,  and  white  as  a  pile  of  our  Nantucket 
wool  after  the  great  annual  sheep-shearing; 
aye,  Tashtego,  and  he  fan-tails  like  a  split  jib 
in  a  squall.  Death  and  devils!  Men,  it  is  Moby 
Dick  ye  have  seen — Moby  Dick — Moby 
Dick!’ 

Fast  forward  to  Chapter  99,  titled  “The 
Doubloon,’  which  becomes  quasi-numis- 
matic  in  its  text.  In  view  of  the  title  of  the 
chapter  its  contents  it  is  reprinted  herewith 
in  its  entirety: 

Ere  now  it  has  been  related  how  Ahab  was 
wont  to  pace  his  quarter-deck,  taking  regular 
turns  at  either  limit,  the  binnacle  and 
mainmast;  but  in  the  multiplicity  of  other 
things  requiring  narration  it  has  not  been 
added  how  that  sometimes  in  these  walks, 
when  most  plunged  in  his  mood,  he  was 
wont  to  pause  in  turn  at  each  spot,  and  stand 
there  strangely  eyeing  the  particular  object 
before  him.  When  he  halted  before  the  bin¬ 
nacle,  with  his  glance  fastened  on  the  pointed  needle  in  the  compass, 
that  glance  shot  like  a  javelin  with  the  pointed  intensity  of  his  purpose; 
and  when  resuming  his  walk  he  again  paused  before  mainmast,  then,  as 
the  same  riveted  glance  fastened  upon  the  riveted  gold  coin  there,  he  still 
wore  the  same  aspect  of  nailed  firmness,  only  dashed  with  a  certain  wild 
longing,  if  not  hopefulness. 

But  one  morning,  turning  to  pass  the  doubloon,  he  seemed  to  be 
newly  attracted  by  the  strange  figures  and  inscriptions  stamped  on  it,  as 
though  now  for  the  first  time  beginning  to  interpret  for  himself  in  some 
monomaniac  way  whatever  significance  might  lurk  in  them.  And  some 
certain  significance  lurks  in  all  things,  else  all  things  are  little  worth,  and 
the  round  world  itself  but  an  empty  cipher,  except  to  sell  by  the  cartload, 
as  they  do  hills  about  Boston,  to  fill  up  some  morass  in  the  Milky  Way. 

Now  this  doubloon  was  of  purest,  virgin  gold,  raked  somewhere 
out  of  the  heart  of  gorgeous  hills,  whence,  east  and  west,  over  golden 
sands,  the  head-waters  of  many  a  Pactolus  flow.  And  though 
now  nailed  amidst  all  the  rustiness  of  iron  bolts  and  the 
verdigris  of  copper  spikes,  yet  untouchable  and  immaculate 
to  any  foul  ness,  it  is  still  preserved  its  Quito  glow.  Nor,  though 
placed  amongst  a  ruthless  crew  and  every  hour  passed  by 
ruthless  hands,  and  through  the  livelong  nights  shrouded 
with  thick  darkness  which  might  cover  any  pilfering 
approach,  nevertheless  every  sunrise  found  the  dou- 
bloon  where  the  sunset  left  it  last.  For  it  was  set  apart 


and  sanctified  to  one-awe-striking  end;  and  however  wanton  in  their 
sailor  ways,  one  and  all,  the  mariners  revered  it  as  the  white  whale’s 
talisman.  Sometimes  they  talked  it  over  in  the  weary  watch  by  night, 
wondering  whose  it  was  to  be  at  last,  and  whether  he  would  ever  live  to 
spend  it. 

Now  those  noble  golden  coins  of  South  America  are  as  medals  of  the 
sun  and  tropic  token-pieces.  Here  palms,  alpacas,  and  volcanoes;  sun’s 
disks  and  stars;  ecliptics,  horns-of-plenty,  and  rich  banners  waving,  are 
in  luxuriant  profusion  stamped;  so  that  the  precious  gold  seems  almost 
to  derive  an  added  preciousness  and  enhancing  glories,  by  passing 
through  those  fancy  mints,  so  Spanishly  poetic. 

It  so  chanced  the  doubloon- of  the  Pequod 
was  a  most  wealthy  example  of  these  things.  On 
its  round  border  it  bore  the  letters,  REPUB- 
LICA  DEL  ECUADOR:  QUITO.  So  this  bright 
coin  came  from  a  country  planted  in  the  middle 
of  the  world,  and  beneath  the  great  equator,  and 
named  after  it;  and  it  had  been  cast  midway  up 
the  Andes,  in  the  unwaning  clime  that  knows  no 
autumn.  Zoned  by  those  letters  you  saw  the 
likeness  of  three  Andes’  summits,  from  one  a 
flame;  a  tower  on  another;  on  the  third  a  crowing 
cock;  while  arching  over  all  was  a  segment  of  the 
partitioned  zodiac,  the  signs  all  marked  with 
their  usual  cabalistics,  and  the  keystone  sun 
entering  the  equinoctial  point  at  Libra. 

Before  this  equatorial  coin,  Ahab,  not  unob¬ 
served  by  others,  was  now  pausing. 

'There’s  something  ever  egotistical  in  moun¬ 
tain-tops  and  towers,  and  all  other  grand  and 
lofty  things;  look  here, — three  peaks  as  proud  as 
Lucifer.  The  firm  tower,  that  is  Ahab;  the  vol¬ 
cano,  that  is  Ahab;  the  courageous,  the  un¬ 
daunted,  and  victorious  fowl,  that,  too,  is  Ahab; 
all  are  Ahab;  and  this  round  gold  is  but  the  image  of  the  rounder  globe, 
which,  like  a  magician’s  glass,  to  each  and  every  man  in  turn  but  mirrors 
back  his  own  mysterious  self.  Great  pains,  small  gains  for  those  who  ask 
the  world  to  solve  them;  it  cannot  solve  itself.  Methinks  now  this  coined 
sun  wears  a  ruddy  face;  but  see!  Aye,  he  enters  the  sign  of  storms,  the 
equinox!  And  but  six  months  before  he  wheeled  out  of  a  former  equinox 
at  Aries!  From  storm  to  storm!  So  be  it,  then.  Born  in  throes,  ‘tis  fit  that 
man  should  live  in  pains  and  die  in  pangs!  So  be  it,  then!  Here’s  stout 
stuff  for  woe  to  work  on.  So  be  it,  then.’ 

'No  fairy  fingers  can  have  pressed  the  gold,  but  devil’s  claws  must 
have  left  their  mouldings  there  since  yesterday,'  murmured  Starbuck 
to  himself,  leaning  against  the  bulwarks.  'The  old  man  seems  to  read 
Belshazzar’s  awful  writing.  I  have  never  marked  the  coin  inspectingly. 

He  goes  below;  let  me  read.  A  dark  valley  between  three  mighty, 
heaven-abiding  peaks,  that  almost  seem  the  Trinity,  in  some  faint 
earthly  symbol.  So  in  this  vale  of  Death,  God  girds  us  round;  and 
1  over  all  our  gloom,  the  sun  of  Righteousness  still  shines  a  beacon 
and  a  hope.  If  we  bend  down  our  eyes,  the  dark  vale  shows  her 
mouldy  soil;  but  if  we  lift  them,  the  bright  sun  meets  our  glance 
halfway,  to  cheer.  Yet,  oh,  the  great  sun  is  no  fixture;  and  if,  at 
midnight,  we  would  fain  snatch  some  sweet  solace  from 
him,  we  gave  for  him  in  vain!  This  coin  speaks  wisely, 
mildly,  truly,  but  still  sadly  to  me.  I  will  quit  it,  lest  Truth 
shake  me  falsely.’ 


Page  56 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  120 


“MOBY  DICK”  AND  NUMISMATICS 


I  here  now’s  the  old  Mogul,'  soliloquized  Stubb  by  the  try-works, 
he  s  been  twigging  it;  and  there  goes  Starbuck  from  the  same,  and  both 
with  faces  which  I  should  say  might  be  somewhere  within  nine  fathoms 
long.  And  all  from  looking  at  a  piece  of  gold,  which  did  I  have  it  now  on 
Negro  Hill  or  in  Corker’s  Hook,  I’d  not  look  at  it  very  long  ere  spending 
it.  Humph!  In  my  poor,  insignificant  opinion,  I  regard  this  as  queer.  I  have 
seen  doubloons  before  now  in  my  voyagings;  your  doubloons  of  old 
Spain,  your  doubloons  of  Peru,  your  doubloons  of  Chili,  your  doubloons 
of  Bolivia,  your  doubloons  of  Popayan;  with  plenty  of  gold  moidores  and 
pistoles,  and  joes,  and  half  joes,  and  quarter  joes.  What  then  should  there 
be  in  this  doubloon  of  the  Equator  that  is  so  killing  wonderful?  By 
Golconda!  Let  me  read  it  once.  Halloa! 

Here’s  signs  and  wonders  truly!  That 
now,  is  what  old  Bowditch  in  his 
Epitome  calls  the  zodiac,  and  what  my 
almanack  below  calls  ditto.  I’ll  get  the 
almanack;  and  as  1  have  heard  devils 
can  be  raised  with  Daboll’s  arithmetic, 

I’ll  try  my  hand  at  raising  a  meaning 
out  of  these  queer  curvicues  here  with 
the  Massachusetts  calendar.  Here’s  the 
book.  Let’s  see  now.  Signs  and  won¬ 
ders;  and  the  sun,  he’s  always  among 
'em.  Hem,  hem,  hem;  here  they  are — 
here  they  go — all  alive: — Aries,  or  the 
Ram;  Taurus,  or  the  Bull;— andjimini! 
here’s  Gemini  himself,  or  the  Twins. 

Well;  the  sun  he  wheels  among  ’em. 

Aye,  here  on  the  coin  he’s  just  crossing 
the  threshold  between  two  of  twelve 
sitting  rooms  all  in  a  ring.  Book!  you  lie 
there;  the  fact  is,  you  books  must  know 
your  places.  You’ll  do  to  give  us  the  bare 
woods  and  facts,  but  we  come  in  to 
supply  the  thoughts.  That’s  my  small 
experience,  so  far  as  the  Massachusetts 
calendar,  and  Bowditch’s  navigator, 
and  Daboll’s  arithmetic  go.  Signs  and 
wonders,  eh?  Pity  if  there  is  nothing 
wonderful  in  signs,  and  significant  in 
wonders!  There’s  a  clue  somewhere;  wait  a  bit;  hist — hark!  By  Jove,  I  have 
it!  Look  you,  Doubloon,  your  zodiac  here  is  the  life  of  man  in  one  round 
chapter;  and  now  I’ll  read  it  off,  straight  out  of  the  book.  Come, 
Almanack!  To  begin:  there’s  Aries,  or  the  Ram — lecherous  dog,  he  begets 
us;  then,  Taurus,  or  the  Bull — he  bumps  us  the  first  thing;  then  Gemini, 
or  the  Twins — that  is,  Virtue  and  Vice;  we  try  to  reach  Virtue,  when  lo! 
comes  Cancer  the  Crab,  and  drags  us  back;  and  here,  going  from  Virtue, 
Leo,  a  roaring  Lion,  lies  in  the  patch — he  gives  a  few  fierce  bites  and  surly 
dabs  with  his  paw;  we  escape,  and  hail  Virgo,  the  Virgin!  that’s  our  first 
love;  we  marry  and  think  to  be  happy  for  aye,  when  pop  comes  Libra,  or 
the  Scales — happiness  weighed  and  found  wanting;  and  while  we  are  very 
sad  about  that,  Lord!  how  we  suddenly  jump,  as  Scorpio,  or  the  Scorpion, 
stings  us  in  rear;  we  are  curing  the  wound,  when  whang  come  the  arrows 
all  round;  Sagittarius,  or  the  Archer,  is  amusing  himself.  As  we  pluck  out 
the  shafts,  stand  aside!  Here’s  the  battering-ram,  Capricornus,  or  the 
Goat;  full  tilt,  he  comes  rushing,  and  headlong  we  are  tossed;  when 
Aquarius,  or  the  Water-bearer,  pours  out  his  whole  deluge  and  drowns  us; 
and,  to  wind  up,  with  Pisces,  or  the  Fishes,  we  sleep.  There’s  a  sermon 


now,  writ  in  high  heaven,  and  the  sun  goes  through  it  every  year,  and  yet 
comes  out  of  it  all  alive  and  hearty.  Jollily  he,  aloft  there,  wheels  through 
toil  and  trouble;  and  so,  alow  here,  does  jolly  Stubb.  Oh,  jolly’s  the  word 
for  aye!  Adieu,  Doubloon!  But  stop;  here  comes  little  King-Post;  dodge 
round  the  try-works,  now,  and  let’s  hear  what  he’ll  have  to  say.  There; 
he  s  before  it;  he  11  out  with  something  presently.  So,  so;  he’s  beginning. 

I  see  nothing  here,  but  a  round  thing  made  ofgold,  and  whoever  raises 
a  certain  whale,  this  round  thing  belongs  to  him.  So,  what’s  all  this  staring 
been  about?  It  is  worth  sixteen  dollars,  that’s  true;  and  at  two  cents  the 
cigar,  that  s  nine  hundred  and  sixty  cigars.  I  wont  smoke  dirty  pipes  like 
Stubb,  but  I  like  cigars,  and  here’s  nine  hundred  and  sixty  of  them;  so  here 

goes  Flask  aloft  to  spy  ’em  out.’ 

'Shall  I  call  that  wise  or  foolish,  now;  if  it 
be  really  wise  it  has  a  foolish  look  to  it;  yet,  if 
it  be  really  foolish,  then  has  it  a  sort  of wiseish 
look  to  it.  But,  avast;  here  comes  our  old 
Manxman — the  old  hearse-driver,  he  must 
have  been,  that  is,  before  he  took  to  the  sea. 
He  luffs  up  before  the  doubloon;  halloa,  and 
goes  round  on  the  other  side  of  the  mast; 
why,  there’s  a  horse-shoe  nailed  on  that  side; 
and  now  he’s  back  again;  what  does  that 
mean?  Hark!  he’s  muttering — voice  like  an  old 
worn-out  coffee-mill.  Prick  ears,  and  listen! 

'If  the  White  Whale  be  raised,  it  must  be 
in  a  month  and  a  day,  when  the  sun  stands  in 
some  one  of  these  signs.  I’ve  studied  signs, 
and  know  their  marks;  they  were  taught  me 
two  score  years  ago,  by  the  old  witch  in 
Copenhagen.  Now,  in  what  sign  will  the  sun 
then  be?  The  horse-shoe  sign;  for  there  it  is, 
right  opposite  the  gold.  And  what’s  the  horse¬ 
shoe  sign?  The  lion  is  the  horse-shoe  sign — 
the  roaring  and  devouring  lion.  Ship,  old 
ship!  My  old  head  shakes  to  think  of  thee.’ 

‘There’s  another  rendering  now;  but 
still  one  text.  All  sorts  of  men  in  one  kind 
of  world,  you  see.  Dodge  again!  here  comes 
Queequeg — all  tattooing — looks  like  the 
signs  of  the  Zodiac  himself.  What  says  the 
Cannibal?  As  I  live  he’s  comparing  notes;  looking  at  his  thigh  bone; 
thinks  the  sun  is  in  the  thigh,  or  in  the  calf,  or  in  the  bowels,  I  suppose, 
as  the  old  women  talk  Surgeon’s  Astronomy  in  the  back  country.  And 
by  Jove,  he’s  found  something  there  in  the  vicinity  of  his  thigh — I 
guess  it’s  Sagittarius,  or  the  Archer.  No:  he  don’t  know  what  to  make 
of  the  doubloon;  he  takes  it  for  an  old  button  off  some  king’s  trowsers. 
But,  aside  again!  Here  comes  that  ghost-devil,  Fedallah;  tail  coiled  out 
of  sight  as  usual,  oakum  in  the  toes  of  his  pumps  as  usual.  What  does 
he  say,  with  that  look  of  his?  Ah,  only  makes  a  sign  to  the  sign  and  bows 
himself;  there  is  a  sun  on  the  coin — fire  worshipper,  depend  upon  it. 
Ho!  More  and  more.  This  way  comes  Pip — poor  boy!  would  he  had 
died,  or  I;  he’s  half  horrible  to  me.  He  too  has  been  watching  all  of 
these  interpreters — myself  included — and  look  now,  he  comes  to 
read,  with  that  unearthly  idiot  face.  Stand  away  again  and  hear  him. 
Hark!' 

‘I  look,  you  look,  he  looks;  we  look,  ye  look,  they  look. 

'Upon  my  soul,  he’s  been  studying  Murray’s  Grammar!  Improving 
his  mind,  poor  fellow!  But  what’s  that  he  says  now — hist! 
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1  look,  you  look,  he  looks;  we  look,  ye  look,  they  look.’ 

‘Why,  he’s  getting  it  by  heart — hist!  again.’ 

1  look,  you  look,  he  looks;  we  look,  ye  look,  they  look.’ 

‘Well,  that’s  funny.’ 

‘And  I,  you,  and  he;  and  we,  ye,  and  they,  are  all  bats;  and  I'm  a  crow, 
especially  when  I  stand  atop  of  this  pine  tree  here.  Caw!  caw!  caw!  caw! 
caw!  caw!  Ain  1 1  a  crow?  And  where’s  the  scarecrow?  There  he  stands; 
two  bones  stuck  into  a  pair  of  old  trowsers,  and  two  more  poked  into 
the  sleeves  of  an  old  jacket.’ 

‘Wonder  il  he  means  me? — complimentary! — poor  lad! — I  could 
go  hand  myself.  Any  way,  for  the  present.  I’ll  quit  Pip’s  vicinity.  I  can 
stand  the  rest,  for  they  have  plain  wits;  but  he’s  too  crazy-witty  for  my 
sanity.  So,  so,  1  leave  him  muttering.’ 

‘Here’s  the  ship’s  navel,  this  doubloon  here,  and  they  are  all  on  fire 


to  unscrew  it.  But,  unscrew  your  navel,  and  what’s  the  consequence? 

1  hen  again,  if  it  stays  here,  that  is  ugly,  too,  for  when  aught’s  nailed  to 
the  mast  it’s  a  sign  that  things  grow  desperate.  Ha,  ha!  old  Ahab!  the 
White  Whale;  he’ll  nail  ye!  This  is  a  pine  tree.  My  father,  in  old  Tolland 
county,  cut  down  a  pine  tree  once,  and  found  a  silver  ring  grown  over 
in  it;  some  old  darkey’s  wedding  ring.  How  did  it  get  there?  And  so 
they’ll  say  in  the  resurrection,  when  they  come  to  fish  up  this  old  mast, 
and  find  a  doubloon  lodged  in  it,  with  bedded  oysters  for  the  shaggy 
bark.  Oh,  the  gold!  The  precious,  precious  gold! — the  green  miser’ll 
hoard  ye  soon!  Hish!  hish!  God  goes  inong  the  worlds  blackberrying. 
Cook!  ho,  cook!  and  cook  us!  Jenny!  hey,  hey,  hey,  hey,  hey,  Jenny, 
Jenny!  and  get  your  hoe-cake  done!’ 

Thus  ends  our  re-visit  to  Melville's  19th-century  classic. 

Thanks  to  Krause  Publications  for  the  doubloon  photograph. 


The  Latest  News  from  1852 


One  of  your  editor’s  favorite  occupations  is  browsing  through  1 9th- 
century  books  and  newspapers  (sometimes  while  listening  to  a  small  6- 
rank  Wurlitzer  theatre  pipe  organ  which  has  its  own  chamber  at  one  side 
of  our  library).  Recently,  in  some  dusty  and  water-stained  old  copies  of 
Gleason 's  Pictorial  Drawing  Room  Companion,  the  following  caught  our 
eye  (for  some  entries  modern  1997  comments  are  added  in  italics  after 
the  publication  dates). 

f 

Counterfeit  ten  dollar  gold  pieces  are  numerous  in  Cincinnati.  [January  10, 
1852,  p.  31] 

Cincinnati  was  either  a  rich  ground for  the  distribution  of countefeits  in  the  19th 
century,  or  else  a  newspaper  editor  had  a  sharp  eye  for  them  in  that  location,  for  quite 
a  few  notices  of  such  pieces  bear  that  dateline. 

f 

Here  is  a  recipe  to  get  rid  of  an  old  acquaintance  whose  society  you  do  not  like. 
If  he  is  poor,  lend  him  some  money;  if  he  is  rich,  ask  him  to  lend  you  some.  Both 
means  are  certain.  [January  10,  1852,  p.  31] 

F 

Three  cent  pieces — we  learn  that  the  mint  has  an  abundance  of  these  pretty  little 
coins.  [January  24,  1852,  p.  63] 

Silver  three-cent pieces,  which  the  Treasury  Department  called  “ trimes ,  ”  were 
authorized  by  the  Act  of  March  3,  1851.  They  were  needed  to  solve  a  problem: 
regular  silver  coins,  from  half  dimes  to  silver  dollars,  were  being  hoarded  by  the 
public.  The  reason  was  that  with  the  advent  of  large  quantities  of  gold  from 
California,  silver  was  becoming  “rare” by  comparison.  By  mid- 1851,  scarcely  any 
Liberty  Seated  silver  coins  were  to  be  found  in  circulation,  as  they  were  worth  more 
in  melt-down  value  than  face  value!  The  silver  three-cent  piece  was  deliberately 
made  of  lower  silver  content  (75%  instead  of  the  usual  90%),  so  as  not  to  be 
profitable  to  hoard  and  melt. 

17 

Counterfeit  silver  dollars  and  half  dollars  of  the  United  States  stamp  are  in 
circulation  at  Cincinnati.  [February  7,  1852,  p.  95] 

17 

Men  with  few  faults  are  the  least  anxious  to  discover  those  ofothers.  [February 

7,  1852,  p.  95] 

p 

The  reports  of  the  Dahlonega  Branch  Mint  the  past  year,  show  the  receipt 
of  gold  to  have  been  $379,000,  of  which  $214,000  was  from  California. 
[February  1 4,  1 852,  p.  Ill) 


We  were  not  at  all  aware  that  California  gold  bullion  was  sent  far  inland  in 
Georgia  to  the  Dahlonega  Mint,  never  mind  that  California  gold  accounted for  more 
than  half  of  the  metal  received  there!  Interesting! 

r 

SWIFT. — The  New  York  sailing  ship  Racer,  and  the  Boston  ship  Plymouth 
Rock,  arrived  at  Liverpool  on  the  25th,  making  the  passage  in  fourteen  days,  and 
anticipating  the  arrival  of  their  own  invoices,  and  thereby  saving  the  insurance 
money  upon  their  cargoes.  [March  6,  1852,  p.  159] 

It  took  a  long  time  to  get  from  here  to  there.  It  is  easy  to  appreciate  all  of  the  hoopla 
that  took  place  seven  years  later  when  on  August  5,  1858,  the  first  message  was  sent  on 
the  transatlantic  cable  connecting  America  with  England.  Instant  news  became  a  reality. 

f 

HARD  NAMES. — They  call  their  paper  money  bad  names  in  Wisconsin.  The 
Madison  Argus  speaks  of  “Richmond’s  irresponsible  red  dog,  blue  pup  and  sick 
monkey  paper  issues!”  [March  20,  1852,  p.  189] 

Such  names  are  interesting  and  would  make  a  good  subject for  a  future  article  in  the 
Rare  Coin  Review.  Most  probably,  the  “red”  and  “blue”  notations  had  something  to  do 
with  the  color  of  certain  notes  that  became  worthless.  Somewhat  related  is  this  comment 
by  Lyman  H.  Low  in  American  Journal  of  Numismatics,  July  1898,  although  the 
venue  is  New  York:  “Red  dog  was  a  term  for  worthless  small  paper  money  notes  of  the 
late  1830s,  also  called  “shin plasters.  ”  The  term  may  have  originated  “from  bills  with  red 
edges,  put  out  by  one  Jacob  Barker,  of  New  York,  who  on  a  certain  occasion  when  asked 
to  redeem  his  pledges,  replied  with  much  indifference  that  as  soon  as  he  could  possibly 
make  arrangements  to  do  so,  he  would  publish  an  advertisement  to  that  effect.  ”  In  his 
1 949 work,  Bank  Note  Reporters,  William  H.  Dillistin  commented  that  the  term  blue 
pup  was  slang  for  a  bank  note,  often  worthless,  especially  certain  Michigan  bank  notes 
that  had  a  blue  stamp  on  their  backs.  Sick  monkey  is  a  new  term  to  us! 

(7 

SOMETHING  WRONG. — The  Newbury  port  Herald  says,  that  the  wages  of  all 
shoemakers  in  that  region  have  been  reduced  about  30  per  cent.  There  are  a  great 
many  journeymen  shoemakers  who  work  1 5  hours  a  day,  and  earn  less  than  fifty  cents 
per  diem!  [May  8,  1 852,  p.  303] 

Comments  such  as  the  preceding  give  a  good  reason  as  to  why  the  collecting  of 
higher-denomination  U.S.  coins  was  not  popular  in  the  mid-  19th  century;  their  face 
value  was  too  much  of  a  consideration.  The  most-sought  denomination  was  the 
affordable  one-cent piece. 

17 

Spurious  gold  one-dollar  pieces  are  in  circulation.  They  are  poorly  executed, 
particularly  the  milling.  [May  15,  1852,  p.  319] 
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UNITED STATES  GOLD 

Coins  for  Sale 


Gold  coins  have  always  been  a  prime  specialty 
here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  and  through 
our  portals  have  passed  every  rarity  in  the  book, 
sometimes  in  duplicate  and  triplicate!  If  you  are 
building  a  fine  set  of  gold  coins,  please  send  us  your 
“want  list”  so  that  we  can  find  coins  for  you.  Con¬ 
versely,  when  time  comes  to  sell,  we  are  an  eager 
buyer  of  scarce  and  interesting  pieces. 

$1  Gold  Pieces 

1853  MS-62.  Brilliant . 650 

1854  Type  II.  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1855  Type  II.  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  splendid 

specimen,  at  this  grade  level,  of  the  most-de¬ 
sired  type  in  the  gold  dollar  series . 795 

1856  Slanting  5.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  1 ,950 


Rare  1859-S  Gold  Dollar 


1859-S  AU-55  (NGC).  You’ll  like  the  quality  of 
this  1859-S  gold  dollar,  which,  at  this  grade 


level  is  quite  rare . 2,495 

1877  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attractive. 
Popular  low-mintage  rarity.  . 1,495 


Jeanne  Meade  has  recently  joined  our 
auction  staff.  Welcome! 


Quarter  Eagles 


1807  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  yellow-gold  speci¬ 
men  of  this  rare  early  quarter  eagle  date.  A  coin 
that  will  be  ideal  for  a  type  set  or  a  specialized 
collection . 5,995 


Mint  State  1834  $2.50 


1834  Classic  Head.  MS-63  (NGC).  First  year 
of  the  new  design.  Scarce  in  all  Mint  State  lev¬ 
els .  5,500 

1839  Breen-6148.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
attractive.  Coined  during  the  final  year  of  the 
Classic  Head  design  type.  A  very  attractive 

coin .  1,895 

1842-0  EF-45  (PCGS).  An  especially  nice  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  scarce  early  issue . 1,750 

1850-C  EF-40.  Scarce  and  desirable.  A  lovely 

coin .  1,395 

1852  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 725 

1854  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 


1882  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Business  strike 

mintage  of  only  4,000  coins . 1 ,395 

1889  MS-63  (NGC).  Essentially  brilliant  with  just 

a  whisper  of  olive  iridescence . 1,150 

1896  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  so 
nice . 1 ,450 


1900  Proof-58  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  wisps 
of  fiery  orange  at  the  obverse  rim.  The  devices 
are  sharp  and  frosty  and  the  fields  are  glittering 


mirrors . 2,195 

1902  MS-63  (PCGS) . 850 

1903  MS-64  (PCGS) . 1,395 

1905  MS-63.  Brilliant . 950 

1906  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1906  MS-63.  Brilliant . 950 

1907  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 950 


Last  year  of  the  Liberty  Head  design.  First  introduced 
in  1840,  this  became  the  longest-used  motif,  without  a  ma¬ 
jor  change,  in  American  coinage  history. 


Gem  191 1-D  $2.50  Rarity 


191 1-D  MS-64  (NGC).  A  beautiful,  brilliant  gem 
specimen,  lustrous  and  frosty,  of  the  rarest  and 
most  desired  issue  in  the  Indian  quarter  eagle 
series.  Mintmark  very  bold  (worth  noting,  as 


Rare  1859-D  $2.50 


1859-D  EF-40  (NGC).  A  splendid  specimen  ot 
this  rarity.  Just  2,244  were  minted.  How  many 
can  survive  today?  Only  a  few,  of  which  this  is 

certainly  one  of  the  most  attractive . 2,495 

1859-D  F-15.  (PCGS).  Very  rare  in  all  grades. 950 

1873  Open  3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  95 

1878  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  nice  combina¬ 
tion  of  high  grade  and  visual  beauty . 1,095 


Forty  Five  Years ! 

In  1998  we’ll  be  celebrating  45  years  as 
a  rare  coin  dealer!  In  a  way,  1953  seems  like 
only  yesterday.  In  other  ways,  the  coin 
hobby  and  coin  market  are  light  years 
distant  from  the  situation  back  then. 

As  time  permits,  QDB  has  been  writing 
some  reminiscences  of  his  life  in  coins. 
Whether  this  will  be  published  in  1998  or 
some  later  time  has  not  been  set,  but  from 
what  we  understand,  there  is  some  really 
interesting  reading  on  the  way! 
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some  of  this  issue  have  the  mintmark  weak).  It 
is  not  oiten  we  have  one  to  offer  at  this  grade 
level . 10,950 


UNITED  STATUS  4.011) 


Key  191 1-D  Quarter  Eagle 


191 1-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Sharp  mintmark.  A  “find” 
for  the  specialist . 3,350 

191 1-D  AU-55.  Brilliant  surfaces.  Nice  eye  appeal 
for  the  grade . 1,595 

1913  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  The  price  of  gold 

bullion  has  been  low  in  recent  times,  and  this 
seems  to  have  spurred  a  demand  for  just  about 
all  gold  coins,  common  and  rare . 795 

1914  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  speci¬ 

men  that  is  sure  to  please.  Not  easy  to  find  at 
this  grade  level . 1,150 

1927  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 790 

1928  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive. 

Mostly  brilliant  with  some  splashes  of  lilac  on 
the  reverse . 875 

1929  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,150 

Three-Dollar  Gold 

1855  AU-58.  Brilliant . 1,295 


Mint  State  1878  $3 


1878  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  An  ideal 

coin  for  a  type  set . 2,995 

1878  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  splendid  coin  for  which  rhe 
reverse  is  fully  equal  to  a  Mint  State  coin.  1 ,250 

Half  Eagles 

Attractive  1803/2  $5 


1803/2  Breen-1  C.  EF-45.  Lightly  cleaned.  Sharply 
struck  and  well-centered  with  sound  edge  reed¬ 
ing.  A  small  patch  of  roughness  is  noted  left  of 


the  date.  Satisfaction  guaranteed!  . 3,195 

1834  Classic  Head,  Plain  4,  No  Motto.  AU-53 

(PCGS) . 925 

1836  Breen-6509.  AU-50 . 850 


Some  Little  Gems  from 
“Outer  Space” 

Imilac  Pallasite 

We  are  pleased  to  be  able  to  offer  just  a  dozen  ol  these  little  gems  from  outer 
space.  Imilac  pallasite  is  an  authentic  pallasite — made  ot  nickel  and  iron  with 

inclusions  of  olivine — as  found  in  the  Imilac  field  in 
Chile.  This  is  a  very  scarce  type  of  meteorite,  and  of 
over  10,000  documented  falls  and  finds  of  meteorites 
in  the  history  of  the  world,  fewer  than  50  are  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  pallasites. 

Each  specimen  averages  1 1  grams  and  has  been  pre-  I 
pared  so  as  to  show  the  nickel-iron  metal  polished,  I 
and  the  olivine  inclusions  appearing  as  “jewels.”  I 

Each  comes  with  a  Certificate  of  Authenticity  I 
shown  actual  size  signed  by  Q.  David  Bowers  and  is  backed  by  our  I 

100%  money-back  guarantee  of  satisfaction.  I 


$79.95 


1839  Liberty  Head.  AU-50  (NGC).  A  high-grade 
example  of  the  first  year  of  the  design.  Excel¬ 
lent  for  a  type  set!  . 1,295 

1844- D  VF-20  (PCGS).  Scarce  Dahlonega  Mint 

issue . 695 

1845- 0  EF-45  (NGC).  Scarce  at  this  grade 

level .  1,450 

1847  Breen-6570.  Doubled  7.  AU-55 . 995 

1850  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive. 
An  exceptional  specimen  of  an  issue  which, 
when  seen,  is  apt  to  be  in  a  significantly  lower 

grade . 1,995 

1878  MS-60.  Brilliant . 495 

1879-CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  Some  lustre  remains  in 
protected  areas.  Rare  issue . 1,550 


1881-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 2,250 


Gem  1886-S  $5  Gold 


1886-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  While  the  1886-S 
is  seen  quite  regularly,  and,  in  fact,  is  quite 
plentiful  in  lower  grades,  at  the  MS-64  level  it 
is  a  rarity. . 2,850 

1892- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Quite  scarce  in 

Mint  State,  although  readily  available  in  worn 
grades . 1,095 

1893- 0  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  popular  and 

somewhat  scarce  New  Orleans  issue . 1,495 


Lustrous  Gem  1903  $5 


1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Exceptionally  nice.  A  qual¬ 


ity  coin  for  a  type  set . 2,850 

1903  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1 903-S  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  Somewhat 
scarce . 875 


1908  Liberty.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Guar 
anteed  to  please!  . 2, 1 50 
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Mint  State  1909-D  $5 


1909-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  nice  coin  lor 
a  type  set.  While  the  1909-D  is  relatively  avail¬ 
able  in  lower  Mint  State  levels,  in  xMS-64  grade 
it  is  fairly  scarce . 4,195 


Lustrous  1909-0  Half  Eagle 


1909-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  The 
key  issue  in  the  Indian  Head  half  eagle  series. 
Notable  as  the  last  gold  coinage  variety  struck 
at  the  New  Orleans  Mint.  Only  34,200  ex¬ 
amples  were  struck,  by  far  the  lowest  produc¬ 
tion  figure  of  the  design  type.  We  guarantee 
you'll  be  pleased  when  you  open  your  package 


from  us! . 3,895 

1911  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 


Gem  1912  $5  Gold 


1912  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  beauty  that  is 

sure  to  please!  . 5,295 

1913-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  issue.  675 
1914  MS-63.  Brilliant,  lustrous.  Quite  rare  so 

fine .  1,950 

1914  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,950 


1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. 

A  find  for  the  discriminating  buyer . 2,450 

1916-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Lightly  toned.  Significant 
as  the  final  Indian  half  eagle  issue  struck  at  the 
San  Francisco  Mint.  The  only  subsequent  issue 
was  struck  in  1929  at  Philadelphia . 625 

$1(1  Gold  Eaoles 


Choice  1801  $10  Gold 


1801  Breen  2-B.  Rarity-3.  EF-45  (PCGS).  A 


choice  specimen  ol  this  early  eagle . 5,400 

1850  Large  Date.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  high- 

grade  example  of  this  early  Liberty  Head  $  1 0 

date .  1 ,500 

1852  AU-53  (PCGS) . 625 


1871-S  EF-45  (NGC).  A  pleasing  specimen  of  this 
rare  eagle.  Just  purchased . 2,195 


Watch  Your  Collection 
Grow  to  New  Heights! 

Coin  collecting  has  been  called  the  world’s  greatest  hobby.  And,  the  greatest 
way  to  enjoy  the  greatest  of  all  hobbies  is  by  becoming  a  regular  client  of 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries.  We  will  do  our  best  to  make  every 
transaction  you  have  with  us  enjoyable.  If  there  is  something  special  we 
can  do,  just  ask. 

And,  as  always,  we  believe  knowledge  is  the  key  to  success.  Be 
sure  not  to  miss  the  books  for  sale  section  in  this  issue.  You  II 
find  it  on  page  76. 


1879  MS-60  (NGC) . 675 

1882-CC  EF-45  (PCGS) . 1,850 

1882-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1 ,595 

1 884-CC  EF-45  (NGC).  Very  scarce  at  this  grade 
level . 1 ,495 


Lustrous  Gem  1903  $10 


1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem  speci¬ 
men . 3,895 

1906-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  First 
$10  issue  of  the  newly  opened  Denver  Mint; 
probably  struck  from  gold  from  the  Cripple 
Creek  Gold  District  about  75  miles  to  the 


southwest  of  Denver . 895 

1906-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

Struck  during  the  earthquake  year. 

1906-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 

1907  Liberty.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 


Delightful  1908-D  No  Motto  Rarity 


1908-D  Indian.  No  Motto.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A 
key  date  in  the  Indian  eagle  series.  Attractive 
light  orange-gold  toning.  Mint  State  examples 
of  this  issue  are  quite  underrated . 7,495 

A  little  known  fact  concerning  the  1908-D:  the  mint- 
mark  in  this  issue  is  literally  “way  out  in  left  field,”  and  is  to 
the  left  of  the  branch.  Mintmarks  on  all  later  S10  pieces  are 
in  an  entirely  different  position,  under  the  branch. 

Moreover,  not  only  was  the  mintmark  position  changed 
on  later  (with  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST)  $10  pieces, 
many  other  details  of  the  reverse  were  reconfigured  as  well — 
different  letter  sizes,  distances  from  the  rim,  and  so  on. 

1910-S  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant  and  satiny. 

Quite  scarce  this  nice . 579 

1912-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,450 

Elusive  at  this  grade  level.  Probably  95%  ol  known  speci¬ 
mens  of  the  1912-S  are  in  less  than  Mint  State. 

1926  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 850 

1932  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Last  readily  col¬ 
lectible  issue  of  the  denomination . 850 

$21!  Gold 
Double 

In  the  past  month  or  two  there  has  been  a  great 
flurry  of  activity  in  $20  pieces,  coinciding  with 
the  fall  of  the  price  ol  gold  bullion  on  world  mar¬ 
kets.  This  has  the  beneficial  effect  of  making 
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these  large,  heavy,  and  impressive  $20  pieces  more 


affordable  than  ever. 

1873- S  AU-50  (NGC) . 595 

1874- CC  AU-50 . 995 

1875  AU-50  (NGC) . 595 

1876  AU-50  (NGC) . 595 

1876-S  AU-50  (NGC) . 595 

1891-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 725 

1894-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 675 

1894-S  AU-50 . 625 

1904  MS-63.  Brilliant . 695 

1904-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 635 

1907  Liberty.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 585 


Gem  1907  Arabic  Date  $20 


1907  Saint-Gaudens.  Arabic  Numerals.  MS-65 

(PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  beautiful.  3,495 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-63  (PCGS).  We  recently 


bought  a  little  cache  of  1 1  specimens  of  these, 
and  offer  you  a  brilliant,  lustrous  piece  of  ex¬ 


ceptional  quality  for  only . 595 

1908  With  Motto!  MS-63  (PCGS) . 995 


1909  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Difficult  to  find 
in  choice  Mint  State,  and  a  notable  offering  as 


such.  Lustrous  and  very  beautiful . 3,450 

1909/8  MS-61  (PCGS).  Bold  overdate.  Always 
popular . 1,350 

1910- D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 685 

191 1- D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 650 

191 1-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 650 

191 3- D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 650 

1914- D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 675 

1914-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1914-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 


1915-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Certainly  among  the  finer 
specimens  of  this  mintmark  issue  we’ve  offered 


in  recent  times . 1,995 

1915- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1916- S  MS-65  (NGC).  This  the  last  double  eagle 

issue  until  1920 . 1,850 

1922  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 


Gem  1922-S  $20  Rarity 


1922-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare  in  all 
grades,  particularly  so  at  the  lofty  level  here  of¬ 
fered.  This  coin  is  an  ideal  buy  for  the  connois¬ 
seur.  Not  often  do  we  have  such  a  beauty  to 


offer! . 4,850 

1923  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1924  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1925  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1927  MS-64.  Brilliant . . . 695 

1927  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 615 

1928  AU-58  (PCGS) . 595 
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Nashua  Bank  Note  Set 

History  That  Never  Happened 

BUT  IS  HAPPENING  NOW 


In  the  1860s  the  Nashua  Bank,  in  Nashua, 
NH,  connnisioned  the  New  England  Bank 
Note  Company,  Boston,  to  engrave  for  it  five 
handsome  plates  for  issues  of  currency  $1,  $2, 
$3,  $5,  and  $10  denominations — the  most 
popular  of  the  era. 

Because  of  circumstances  not  recorded,  these 
particular  notes  were  never  issued.  Fast  forward 
to  over  a  century  later,  when  these  long-hidden 
steel  bank  note  plates,  apparently  never  used, 
surfaced  and  were  acquired  by  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries.  Today  the  original  plates  form 
a  nice  exhibit  in  the  reception  area  of  our  office. 


Before  retiring  them  to  the  exhibit  we 
had  some  sets  made  on  high-quality  wide- 
margin  paper,  each  note  uniface  (as  origi¬ 
nally  intended)  and  printed  separately. 

To  the  best  of  our  knowledge  these 
notes  were  never  issued  in  original  form, 
so  it  is  not  proper  to  call  these  “reprints." 
Rather,  these  apparently  are  issued  for  the 
first  time!  They  certainly  constitute  a  very 
attractive  and  collectible  set. 

These  notes  have  been  very  popular 
with  our  clients  and  we  again  offer  this  set 
at  a  very  special  price. 


We  offer  you  a  set  for  $29.95  or  buy  a  group  of  10  sets  for  resole , 
distribution  at  a  club  meeting ,  etc.,  for  only  $179.95. 
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News  and  Notes 
From  Around  the  World 


with  the  lower  loop  of  the  letter  being  thicker 
than  the  upper  loop  in  the  normal  alignment, 
but  when  upside  down,  the  upper  loop  being 
thicker.  He  has  found  these  on  such  issues  as  the 
1 945-S  Lincoln  cent,  Mercury  dime,  Washing¬ 
ton  quarter,  and  half  dollar,  and  the  1946-S 
Lincoln  cent  and  Roosevelt  dime. 

HENRY  CAVANAGH  recently  sent  us  a 
clipping  from  the  First  Union  Corporation’s 
advertising  campaign  in  the  Wall  Street  Journal 
and  elsewhere,  featuring  interesting  numismatic 
specimens,  with  a  brief  commentary.  We  had 
noticed  these  really  interesting  advertisements 
ourselves,  and  it  was  nice  to  have  H.C.  com¬ 
ment  on  them. 


ONLY  IN  AMERICA:  New  York  financier  and  real  es¬ 
tate  developer  Donald  Trump  has  rebounded  from  a  $900 
negative  net  worth  in  1990  to  a  $1.4  billion  positive  net 
worth  in  1997.  ( Forbes ) 

RECOMMENDED  for  a  “good  read”:  P.  T.  Barnum: 
America’s  Greatest  Showman,  by  Philip  B.  Kunhardt,  Jr., 
Philip  B.  Kunhardt  III,  and  Pe¬ 
ter  W.  Kunhardt,  published  by 
Alfred  A.  Knopf,  1985.  See  if 
your  bookstore  has  a  copy. 

rff  *5* 

WESTERN  UNION:  Time 
was  when  Western  Union  was 
used  by  just  about  all  busi¬ 
nesses — to  confirm  reservations, 
to  wire  money,  to  send  urgent 
messages.  Recently,  an  article  in 
the  Wall  Street  Journal  stated,  that 
Western  Union  sent  its  last 
Morse  Code  message  in  1960, 
and  that  not  even  the  Boy  Scouts 
offer  a  merit  badge  on  the  subject. 

We  kind  of  liked  the  Morse  Code 
years  ago  and  even  built  a  little 
telegraph  powered  by  a  dry  cell  to 
try  sending  messages.  Now,  the 
M.C.  is  staging  some  sort  of  a 
comeback,  according  to  the  Jour¬ 
nal,  and  a  specialty  club  has  2,400 
members  enjoying  the  dots  and 
dashes. 


POPULAR  HISTORY:  Reader  Richard  Plotts  sent  along  a 
full-page  illustration  of  an  1881-S  Morgan  dollar,  Brilliant  Un¬ 
circulated,  with  this  caption:  “When  outlaw  Jesse  James  robbed 
a  bank,  coins  like  this  1881  Morgan  dollar  were  what  he  usu¬ 
ally  made  off  with.”  This  is  all  well  and  fine,  except  that  Jesse 
James  (1847-1882)  was  best  known  as  a  desperado  in  the  1 860s 
and  1870s.  To  have  “usually  made  off  with  1881-S  silver  dol¬ 
lars”  seems  to  be  somewhat  of  a 
stretch. 

*!£*  n£k  jifit 
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A  SENSE  OF  PROPOR¬ 
TION:  In  the  most  recent  year  for 
which  statistics  are  available,  only 
seven — count  them — seven  people 
died  in  America  from  e-coli  bacte¬ 
ria  infections,  and  400,000  died 
from  the  effects  of  cigarette  smok¬ 
ing.  ( Newsioeek ). 

J+iL  Atk 
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OPPOSITES:  According  to  a 
recent  issue  of  the  Wall  Street  Jour¬ 
nal  an  Ohio  firm  charges  $80  to  re¬ 
move  a  single  bat  from  a  home, 
“while  doing  away  with  a  whole 
colony  can  easily  run  $1,000.”  Per 
contra,  elsewhere  there  is  a  nation¬ 
wide  rage  to  add  bats  to  one’s  sur¬ 
roundings,  bat  houses  and  enclo¬ 
sures  are  being  sold  in  record  num¬ 
bers,  and  these  little  flying  mam¬ 
mals  are  being  appreciated  more 
than  ever. 


THE  LONDON  FIRM  of 

A.H.  Baldwin  &  Sons,  now 
known  as  Baldwins,  founded  in 
1  872,  is  currently  celebrating  its  1 25th  anniversary.  We  of¬ 
fer  our  congratulations  to  this  long-established  landmark 
company  on  the  British  numismatic  scene  and  wish  all  of 

those  involved  many  years  of  continuing  success. 

*** 

INVERTED  MINTMARKS:  A  recent  article  in 
Errorscope  told  of  O.W.  Huffman  and  his  identification  of 
various  coins  with  an  S  mintmark  upside  down,  identifiable 


GLOBAL  WARMING:  Is  it 

real  or  is  it  not?  No  matter,  if  it  is 
real,  we  need  some  of  it  here  in 
New  England  as  the  winter  season  approaches.  Of  course,  if 
the  icecaps  melt  and  New  York  City  is  submerged,  we'll  have 
to  find  somewhere  else  to  hold  our  auctions. 

BUFFALO  NICKEL  ENTHUSIASTS  undoubtedly  en¬ 
joyed  the  recent  humor  column  by  Dave  Barn’,  telling  of  his 
trip  to  the  American  West,  and  including  this  paragraph:  “But 
the  highlight  of  the  trip  was  Yellowstone  National  Park,  which 
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contains  many  amazing  natural  wonders  that  were  caused  by  erosion 
and  are  now  being  preserved  tor  future  generations  by  a  dense  protec¬ 
tive  layer  of  buffalo  poop.  1  personally  had  thought  that  buffalo  were 
pretty  much  extinct,  but  it  turns  out  that  the  federal  government 
employs  a  large  number  of  them  in  Yellowstone,  where  they  roam 
around  while  the  deer  and  (of  course)  the  antelope  play,  and  seldom 
is  heard  a  discouraging  word,  although  you  do  hear  a  lot  of  people 
saying,  ‘WATCH  WHERE  YOU  STEP!’  But  the  buffalo  really  are 
impressive,  and  speaking  as  a  taxpayer  1  consider  them  a  far  better  deal 
than,  for  example,  the  Department  of  Commerce.” 

a**  a**  a** 

IT  IS  NOT  GENERALLY 
KNOWN,  and  we’re  not  about  to  give 
details,  but  a  leading  New  York  City  art 
auction  firm  named  one  of  its  sales  after 
a  pet  cat  a  few  years  ago  (a  title  was 
needed,  and  the  owner  wanted  to  re¬ 
main  anonymous).  On  the  other  side  of 
the  country  in  California,  a  well-known 
antique  dealer  titled  a  catalogue  after  a 
pet  groundhog.  This  is  true. 

a£*  ft*  a£* 
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NEW  METAL  DOLLARS  have 
been  in  the  news  lately,  with  one  con¬ 
gressman  proposing  a  sequel  to  the  Su¬ 
san  B.  Anthony  dollar,  in  the  form  of 
a  gold-colored  (but  not  gold  metal) 
coin  depicting  the  Statue  of  Liberty 
(because  it  is  a  well-liked  and  familiar 
emblem).  Now,  here  is  what  will  prob¬ 
ably  happen:  Congress  will  award  to 
some  private  firm  a  multimillion-dollar 
“research  project”  to  study  how  the 
new  coin  will  do.  Numismatists  and 
“coin  people”  will  not  be  consulted; 
they  rarely  if  ever  are.  Other  past  stud¬ 
ies  such  as  the  one  about  the  popular¬ 
ity  of  new  $2  bills  in  1976  or  the  antici¬ 
pated  success  in  commercial  channels 
of  the  1979  Susan  Anthony  dollar  will 
not  be  consulted,  of  course,  as  such  things  are  best  forgotten. 

itk  *'£*.  aS* 
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THIS  REMINDS  US  of  good  news  and  bad  news  about  coin  de¬ 
signs.  The  good  news  is  that  the  Fine  Arts  Commission  is  on  hand  to 
give  advice  to  the  Treasury  Department  about  the  artistic  aspects  of 
coinage,  and  for  commemoratives,  the  Citizens’  Advisory  Committee 
(or  whatever  it  is  called)  is  eager  to  consult.  The  bad  news  is  that  their 
opinions  are  rarely  considered.  Nor  are  the  wishes  of  the  “ultimate 
consumers” — coin  collectors — considered  either. 

A?*  A$*  A**  >1* 

n*  w  w 

WHILE  WE’RE  ON  THIS  SUBJECT,  we  can’t  resist  reprint¬ 
ing  this  item  from  Beth  Deisher,  editor  of  Coin  World,  which  saw 
print  on  September  1st:  “Total  cost  of  1997  Mint  products  tops 
$7,100.  Completeness  is  becoming  more  costly,  especially  for  col¬ 
lectors  aspiring  to  own  an  example  of  each  coin  produced  by  the 
United  States  Mint  during  1997.  The  current  tab  to  purchase  the 
complete  coin  offering  tops  $7, 1 00 — nearly  double  the  cost  of  com¬ 
pleteness  in  1996.  Purchasing  one  of  each  regular  issue  in  the  most 


economical  option  package  possible  during  1996  cost  $3,580.  Eight 
1996  Atlanta  Olympic  coins  with  a  total  cost  of  $650  were  included 
in  the  tabulation,  although  they  could  have  been  purchased  as  a  part 
of  the  32-coin  set,  first  offered  in  1995.  Bullion  coins  are  the  most 
costly  items  in  the  1997  offering.  Proof  and  Uncirculated  sets  of 
American  Eagle  gold  and  silver  bullion  coins  start  the  tab  at 
$1,735.80.  However,  platinum  bullion  coins  joined  the  precious 
metals  stable  by  congressional  mandate  in  1997  and  add  approxi¬ 
mately  $2,075  to  the  cost.  The  American  Eagle  platinum  bullion 
Proof  set  containing  the  one-ounce,  half-ounce,  quarter-ounce,  and 

tenth-ounce  coins  sells  for  $1,350. 
Although  not  yet  available  in  the 
marketplace,  based  on  spot  precious 
metal  prices,  an  estimated  minimum 
of  $725  will  be  needed  to  purchase 
Uncirculated  versions  of  the  plati¬ 
num  coins.” 

A* *  -At*.  A*fc  At* 
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DID  YOU  KNOW  that  for 
$7,100  you  could  buy  the  best  part  of 
a  complete  type  set  of  U.S.  com¬ 
memorative  coins  of  the  classic  era 
1892-1954,  or  a  basic  type  set  of 
20th-century  U.S.  gold  coins,  or  an 
entire  tray  full  of  interesting  19th- 
century  Hard  Times  tokens  and  Civil 
War  tokens,  or  a  collection  of  dozens 
of  different  Mint  State  Morgan  silver 
dollars,  or  a  type  set  of  Fractional 
Currency  notes,  or  a  really  great  ba¬ 
sic  library  on  American  numismatics. 
It  is  true! 

A?!*  At*.  a£*  At* 
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CONGRATULATIONS  are  in 

order  to  reader  C.S.,  who  wrote  to 
say  that  after  long  searching,  he  just 
purchased  a  beautiful  1873  Closed  3 
Indian  cent  with  doubled  LIBERTY 
in  the  headband. 

it*  *5* 
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PENT-UP  DEMAND:  It  was  interesting  to  learn  that  over  80,000 
postcards  were  received  by  Coin  World  in  a  drawing  for  just  three 
modern  Botanic  Garden  coin  sets;  some  $16,000  in  postage  was  used 
in  the  effort! 

At*  At*.  At*  i'j'*. 

tjpr  r^r  Yjr  t ay 

AUGUSTUS  SAINT-GAUDENS  has  been  in  the  news  lately. 
Reader  Bill  Payne  was  the  first  of  several  readers  who  sent  some  clip¬ 
pings  about  that  artist’s  Shaw  Regiment  sculpture.  The  plaster  ver¬ 
sion,  completed  in  1900,  has  been  on  view  at  the  Saint-Gaudens 
National  Historic  Site  in  Cornish,  NY,  since  1949.  Recently,  it  has 
been  restored  and  shipped  to  the  National  Gallery  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  where  it  is  expected  to  be  a  sensation  to  visitors.  Not  men¬ 
tioned  in  any  of  these  articles  are  these  pieces  of  information:  1 .  I  he 
metal  version  of  the  sculpture,  the  original  finish  work,  has  been  on 
display  publicly  for  many  years  in  the  Boston  Common,  a  few  steps 
from  the  Massachusetts  State  House.  2.  Saint-Gaudens  is  famous  for 
his  artistic  coinage.  “Research”  for  these  modern  news  articles  seems 
to  have  been  somewhat  limited,  to  say  the  least! 
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Our  inventory  emphasizes  commemoratives  of 
the  “classic”  era  1892-1954,  with  many  low-mint- 
age  issues  available  for  reasonable  prices.  These 
have  been  popular  with  numismatists  for  a  long 
time,  and  continue  to  be  so.  However,  in  recent 
times  the  market  levels  have  been  quite  low,  prob¬ 
ably  due  to  the  negative  influence  that  abuses  prac¬ 
ticed  by  the  government  for  modern 
commemoratives  have  had  on  the  outlook  of  many 
collectors.  This  translates  into  a  market  opportunity 
whereby  many  fine  pieces  can  be  obtained  for  rea¬ 
sonable  prices. 

If  commemoratives  are  your  forte,  you  have 
come  to  the  right  place.  If  you  don’t  have  anything 
special  in  mind,  we«suggest  starting  a  basic  type 
set  which  consists  of  48  different  designs  of  half 
dollars  plus  the  1893  Isabella  quarter  and  1900 
Lafayette  dollar,  for  a  grand  total  of  50  coins.  Our 
inventory  offers  the  majority  of  the  various  issues 
for  your  selection. 


1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-60  (PCGS).  Lightly 


toned . 285 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 245 

1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-60.  First  commemora¬ 
tive  coin  of  this  denomination . 575 

1900  Lafayette  dollar.  AU-50 . 299 

1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 795 

1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 475 

1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 219 

1921  Alabama  2X2.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 450 

1921  Alabama  2X2.  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant. 200 

1936  Albany.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 259 

1936  Albany.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 210 

1936  Albany.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1937  Antietam.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1935  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 98 

1935-D  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 98 

1935-D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 89 

1935-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 265 

1935-S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 98 


1935- S  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 89 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 295 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 89 

1936- D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 395 

1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brillianr . 125 

1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 89 

1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 70 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 395 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 135 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 89 

1936- S  Arkansas.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 75 

1937  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 295 

1937  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 98 

1937  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 89 

1937- D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 395 

1937-D  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 135 

1937-D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1937-S  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 15 

1937-S  Arkansas.  MS-62  ((NGC).  Brilliant.  ...99 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 155 
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1938  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 133 

1938-D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 735 

1938-D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Rare . 165 

1938-D  Arkansas.  MS-60.  Brilliant.  Low  mint¬ 
age .  125 

1938-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 735 

1938-S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 185 

1938-S  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 165 

1938- S  Arkansas.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  135 

1939  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 350 

Very  low  mintage  of  just  2,104  pieces,  with  a  distribu¬ 
tion  of  just  2,100 — one  of  the  lowest  production  figures  for 
any  legal  tender  United  States  coin  of  the  present  century. 

1939  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 299 

1939- D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 315 

1939-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 895 

1939-S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Rare! . 350 

1934  Boone.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1934  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 98 

1935  Boone  with  small  "1934."  MS-64.  Bril¬ 
liant .  145 

1935  Boone  with  small  “1934.  MS-63.  Bril¬ 
liant .  125 

1935-S  Boone  with  small  "1934.”  MS-65.  Brilliant. 
A  rarity;  only  2,000  were  distributed  from  a 

mintage  of  only  2,004! . 850 

1935-S  Boone  with  small  “1934  .  MS-62.  Bril¬ 
liant .  325 

1935  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 15 

1935-D  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 15 

1935-D  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 98 

1935-S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 185 

1935- S  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 115 

1936  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 105 

1936  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 95 

1936- D  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 115 

1936-S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 175 

1936- S  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 15 

1937  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 175 

1937  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 15 

1937- D  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare  so  nice.  490 


As  is  true  of  other  issues  in  extended  commemorative  series 
with  dates  and  mintmarks,  such  issues  as  1937-D,  made  toward 
the  end  of  the  series,  offer  low  mintages  for  prices  that  are  only 
slightly  higher  than  common  varieties.  If  you  are  putting  to¬ 
gether  a  type  set  you  may  wish  to  add  a  piece  such  as  this. 


1937-D  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 335 

1937- S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant  and  rare . 525 

1938  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 495 

Last  issue  in  the  Boone  series,  low  mintage,  and  very 
desirable.  Another  true  bargain,  in  our  opinion.  Ditto  for  the 
branch  mint  issues  of  this  year. 

1938  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 415 

1938- D  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 415 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 495 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 415 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 365 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 295 

Featured  on  the  obverse  is  none  other  than  P.T.  Barnum, 


America’s  most-famous  showman.  It  is  a  matter  of  numismatic 
interest  that  in  the  1850s  Barnum’s  American  Museum,  New 


York  City,  mounted  a  large  display  of  rare  coins.  Viewed  by 
the  public,  this  exhibit  caused  many  to  take  up  the  pursuit  of 
numismatics,  as  recalled  years  later  by  pioneer  dealer  Augustus 
B.  Sage.  Less  well  known  are  the  roots  of  Barnum’s  museum, 
which  was  a  successor  to  Scudder's  Museum  and,  before  that, 
Baker’s  Museum,  and  before  that  the  Tammany  Museum.  Your 
editor  recently  wrote  an  article  on  Barnum,  which  is  sched¬ 
uled  to  be  published  in  The  Numismatist  new  spring. 


1936  Bridgeport.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 135 

1925-S  California.  MS-65.  Brilliant,  rare  so 

fine .  840 

1925-S  California.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 175 


1951  Carver-Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  ...45 

The  Carver-Washington  series,  which  began  in  1951  and 
continued  through  1954,  was  generally  ignored  at  that  time. 
Few  collectors  bothered  to  add  to  sets  each  year.  The  result  is 
that  many  coins  are  scarcer  than  even  their  low  mintages  indi¬ 
cate.  With  regard  to  scattered  issues  in  the  series  that  have  high 
mintages,  many  of  the  coins  were  melted.  It  is  somewhat  of  a 
numismatic  mystery  as  to  precisely  how  many  of  each  Carver- 
Washington  half  dollar  die  variety  actually  were  distributed. 

1951-D  Carver-Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  45 

1951-  S  Carver-Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  45 

1952  Carver-Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  ...25 

1952  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  12.95 

1952- D  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  195 

1952-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  99 

1952- S  Carver-Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  59 

1953  Carver-Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  ...49 

1953- S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  89 

1953-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65  (ANACS). 

Brilliant . 89 

1953- S  Carver-Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  55 

1954  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  .  195 

1954- D  Carver-Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  49 

1954-D  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  39 

1954-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  79 

1954-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  39 

1936  Cincinnati.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 280 

This  issue  was  the  brainchild  of  Thomas  G.  Melish,  a 
Cincinnati  numismatist  who  sought  to  cash  in  on  the  com¬ 
memorative  boom.  With  appropriate  friends  in  Congress,  he 
was  able  to  put  together  what  amounted  to  his  own  personal 
commemorative  issue ,  commemorating  Cincinnati  as  the  50th 
anniversary  of  being  an  American  musical  center,  although 
then  or  now,  no  one  has  been  able  to  find  anything  particu¬ 
larly  significant  in  the  field  of  music  that  happened  in  Cin¬ 
cinnati  50  years  earlier,  in  1886.  Melish  could  set  his  own 
retail  price,  which  he  did,  and  distribute  them  as  he  saw  fit, 
which  he  also  did.  All  of  this  makes  fascinating  reading.  This 
prompts  us  to  recommend  that  you  acquire  a  copy  of  Dave 
Bowers’  landmark,  award-winning  book.  Commemorative 
Coins  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia,  which 
will  keep  you  busy  for  many  days  reading  the  intricacies, 
plots,  mysteries,  and  other  aspects  of  commemoratives — in¬ 


cluding  the  Cincinnati  half  dollar. 

1936  Cincinnati.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 265 

1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 315 

1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 285 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 315 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 289 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 89 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 75 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 70 

1936  Columbia.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 235 

1936-D  Columbia.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 245 

1936-S  Columbia.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 245 

1892  Columbian.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 795 


Issued  by  the  World’s  Columbian  Exposition,  which  was 
supposed  to  have  opened  in  Chicago  in  1  892,  commemorat¬ 


ing  the  400th  anniversary  of  Columbus’  “discovery”  of 
America.  Construction,  however,  ran  behind  schedule,  and 
the  gates  were  not  thrown  open  to  the  general  public  until 
1893.  Meanwhile,  many  1892-dated  half  dollars  were  pro¬ 
duced,  this  being  the  first  American  commemorative  coin  of 
this  denomination.  In  1893,  reflective  of  the  reality  that  the 
fair  opened  this  year,  many  additional  pieces  were  struck. 


1892  Columbian.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 155 

1893  Columbian.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 125 

1893  Columbian.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 85 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  gem 

grade . 615 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 265 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 225 

1936  Delaware.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 375 


Depicted  is  the  Old  Swedes  Church,  which  prompts  us  to 
mention  that  the  other  day  we  received  a  letter  from  a  reader 
who  discussed  his  specialty  of  collecting  buildings  on  coins.  While 
some  commemoratives  have  buildings  on  them,  relatively  few 
circulating  coins  do.  The  great  field  of  opportunity  is  among 
tokens  and  medals.  Perhaps  someday  someone  will  write  a  book 
about  buildings  depicted  on  American  numismatic  items. 


1936  Delaware.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 239 

1936  Delaware.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 230 

1936  Elgin.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 625 


Gloria  Rovelstad,  widow  of  Trygve  Rovelstad  (who  de¬ 
signed  the  Elgin  half  dollar),  is  active  today  in  endeavoring 
to  have  the  City  of  Elgin  create  the  Pioneer  Memorial  de¬ 
picted  on  the  half  dollar.  It  was  intended  to  do  this  years  ago, 
but  sufficient  funds  have  never  been  raised.  Meanwhile,  in¬ 
flation  has  taken  its  toll.  It  is  heartening  to  note  that  in  re¬ 
cent  times  the  statuary  group  has  achieved  great  prominence, 
and,  in  fact,  was  featured  in  the  1996  Fourth  of  July  parade 
in  Elgin.  Gloria  Rovelstad  keeps  in  close  touch  with  your 
editor,  and  every  now  and  then  we  reprint  some  scraps  of 
information  and  photographs  she  sends  along. 

Don  t  Miss  Our 
Free  Offer! 

As  a  lagniappe,  if  you  request  it  when  placing 
your  coin  or  book  order  for 
$50  or  more,  we  will 
send  you  one  of  these 
special  tokens  described 
on  page  12 — your 

choice.  Or,  if  your  or¬ 
der  is  for  $100  or  more, 
we’ll  send  you  both  of  them. 
However,  these  must  be 
requested,  as  they  cost 
us  into  four  figures  to 
have  made,  and  we 
only  want  appreciative 
new  owners.  Limit:  two 
tokens  per  client. 

If  you  want  to  buy  some  tokens , 
we  offer  these  for  S. 3  each , 
limit  1 0  per  buyer. 

All  offers  are  subject  to  availability.  Once  our  supply 
is  depleted,  there  will  be  no  more. 
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1936  Elgin.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 239 

1936  Elgin.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 205 

1936  Elgin.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 195 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 560 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 329 

1922  Grant.  Plain.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 295 

1922  Grant.  Plain.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 189 

1922  Grant.  With  Star.  EF-45 . 550 


Gem  1928  Hawaiian 


1928  Hawaiian.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem 
specimen  of  the  most  desired  “type”  in  the  se¬ 
ries . 4,950 

Just  10,008  were  struck  of  the  1928  Hawaiian  half  dol¬ 
lar,  the  odd  eight  pieces  being  reserved  for  the  Assay  Com¬ 
mission.  Many  of  the  pieces,  possibly  even  most,  were  sold 
within  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  with  the  minor  part  of  the  mint¬ 
age  going  to  numismlsists.  Thus,  pieces  became  scarce  on 
the  numismatic  market,  and  today  the  issue  remains  as  the 
most  desirable  single  “type”  or  major  design.  The  acquisi¬ 
tion  of  a  1928  Hawaiian  is  necessary  to  the  completion  of  a 
type  set,  while  certain  varieties  with  lower  mintages — such 


as  the  1935-D  and  1935-S  Boone  half  dollars  with  “Small 
1934” — are  rarer,  they  are  not  needed  for  a  basic  design  set, 
but  are  in  the  realm  of  the  variety  specialist. 

Two  other  commemorative  half  dollars  have  mintages 
identical  to  the  Hawaiian:  the  1935  Hudson  and  1935  Old 
Spanish  Trail.  Interestingly,  the  “Old"  in  the  title  of  the  lat¬ 
ter  half  dollar  has  largely  been  forgotten,  and  in  modern  list¬ 
ings  the  coin  is  alphabetized  under  “S.”  The  1935  Hudson 
and  Old  Spanish  Trail  half  dollars  were  primarily  sold  to  the 
numismatic  community,  and  thus  larger  numbers  of  them 
survive  today  than  do  the  Hawaiians. 

1928  Hawaiian.  MS-63.  Essentially  brilliant 
with  just  a  hint  of  pale  champagne  irides¬ 
cence.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  highly 


desired  issue .  1 ,995 

1928  Hawaiian.  MS-61.  Brilliant.  Always  in  de¬ 
mand . 1,495 

1935  Hudson.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 565 

A  key  issue  in  the  series.  Always  in  demand. 

1935  Hudson.  AU-58.  Rarer  in  AU  than  in  Mint 

State  (for  most  went  to  collectors!) . 485 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 535 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 92 

1946  Iowa.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1946  Iowa.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 85 

1925  Lexington.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 650 

1925  Lexington.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 109 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 625 


One  of  the  most  classic  designs  of  the  era,  especially  the 
reverse,  which  is  considered  by  many  to  be  the  finest  work  of 
John  R.  Sinnock  (who  later  became  the  chief  engraver  at  the 
Mint). 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 365 


1936  Long  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 95 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 79 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 75 

1936  Long  Island.  AU-58  (NGC) . 65 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-66  (NGC).  Smooth  satiny 

surfaces . 795 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 195 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 185 

1920  Maine.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  A  lustrous  gem.  575 


1  his  particular  half  dollar  has  a  mysterious  aspect,  inas¬ 
much  as  no  one  knows  who  actually  designed  it.  Anthony  de 
Francisci  (who  is  better  known  for  the  1921  Peace  dollar 
made  the  next  year)  produced  models,  but  the  original  artist 
has  never  been  identified.  Perhaps  some  digging  in  the  Maine 
State  Archives  would  produce  the  needed  information. 


1920  Maine.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 210 

1 920  Maine  AU-50 . 79 

1934  Maryland.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 369 

1934  Maryland.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 145 

1921  Missouri.  2x4.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 435 

1921  Missouri.  Plain.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 699 

1921  Missouri.  Plain.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 495 

1921  Missouri.  Plain.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant.  295 

1923-S  Monroe.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 359 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  695 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 369 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 335 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 410 


1936  Norfolk  commemorative  hall  dollar  imprinted 
cardboard  holder  (five  spaces)  used  to  distribute 


Limited  Edition  Frank  Gasparro  Set 


From  1965  until  1981,  Frank  Gasparro  was  chief  engraver  of  the  United  States 
Mint.  During  his  tenure  in  the  highest  office  to  which  an  engraver  can  aspire,  he 
created  new  designs  for  four  different  coins. 

Now,  Frank  Gasparro  has  personally  certified  1,000  limited-edition  sets  of  the 
four  coins  he  created — a  historical  memento  to  his  creative  ability  that  you  will  be 
proud  to  own!  Each  set  is  mounted  in  a  custom-made  display  holder  with  a  glossy 
black  background  and  beautiful  gold  lettering.  At  the  center  is  mounted  the  Per¬ 
sonal  Certification  from  Frank  Gasparro,  hand  signed  in  ink  and  hand  numbered. 
Each  coin  in  the  set  is  Gem  Proof — the  finest  quality  available.  Each  piece  repre¬ 
sents  the  first  year  ofissue  of  the  design:  1959  Lincoln  cent  Memorial  reverse;  1964 
Kennedy  half  dollar  Eagle  reverse;  1979  Susan  B.  Anthony  dollar,  obverse  and  re¬ 
verse,  and  the  1971  Eisenhower  dollar  obverse  and  reverse. 

Here  is  one  of  the  most  historical  and  desirable  numismatic  items  to  be  offered  in 
our  time.  Set  No.  1  was  retained  by  Frank  Gasparro  personally.  Set  No.  2  was  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  National  Coin  Collection  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  Set  No.  3  was 
presented  to  the  American  Numismatic  Society.  Set  No.  4  was  presented  to  the 
American  Numismatic  Association. 

This  is  a  strictly  limited  edition  offer,  and  once  the  remaining  sets  have  been 
sold,  no  more  will  be  available — ever!  We  offer  you  this  fabulous  set  for... 


THE  COINS  OF  FRANK  GASPARRO 
CHIEF  ENGRAVER  OF  THE  U.8.  MINT  196S  TO  1981 

CERTIFIED  IDTTIOtf 
LIMITED  TO  1000  lETf 
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llivrmi  STATUS  COMMEMORATIVE  COINS 


the  pieces;  no  coins.  A  nice  exhibit  item.  ...  149 
1926  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 45 


A  number  ot  years  ago  the  Society  tor  United  States 
Commemorative  Coins  took  a  poll  of  its  members,  and  the 
1926-1939  Oregon  Trail  Memorial  design  was  picked  as  the 
most  artistic.  The  motifs  are  indeed  beautiful,  reminiscent 
of  the  American  West.  Today  a  complete  collection  of  date 
and  mintmark  varieties  can  be  obtained  in  high  grade  for 
relatively  modest  cost,  with  the  present  issue  providing  a  great 


opportunity  in  this  regard. 

1926  Oregon.  AU-55  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 89 

1926-S  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 209 

1926-S  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 125 

1926-S  Oregon.  MS-60 . 110 

1928  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 299 

1928  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 219 

1928  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 195 

1933-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 315 

1933- D  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 280 

1934- D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 299 

1934-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 195 

1934-D  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 175 

1936  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 209 

1936  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 155 

1936  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 145 

1936- S  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 195 

1937- D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 209 

1937- D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 185 

1938  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 255 

1938  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 225 

1938  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 210 

1938- D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 285 

1938-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 245 

1938-S  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 259 

1938-S  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 245 

1938- S  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 230 

1939  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 515 

This  was  the  last  year  that  Oregon  coins  were  released, 
and  only  in  limited  quantities.  Today,  such  pieces  are  scarce 
or  rare,  and  yet  the  market  price  is  remarkably  inexpensive. 

1939  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 475 

1939- D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 695 

1939-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 515 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 695 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 515 


191 5-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  1 ,150 

It  was  originally  intended  that  these  and  other  Panama- 
Pacific  commemorative  coins  be  struck  on  the  Exposition 
grounds,  but  this  did  not  prove  feasible,  and  the  regular  fa¬ 
cilities  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint  were  used  instead. 


191 5-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 695 

191 5-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 350 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 89 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 78 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 75 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 73 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 66 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 750 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 235 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 235 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 105 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 235 

1 936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 105 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (PCGS).  fight 

golden  toning . 79 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 245 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 105 


1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 89 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  87 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 239 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 215 

1936  Robinson.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 259 

1936  Robinson.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 109 

1936  Robinson.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 89 

1936  Robinson.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 89 

1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79 

1935- S  San  Diego.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 69 

1936- D  San  Diego.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1936-D  San  Diego.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 79 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 415 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 169 

1926  Sesquicentennial  MS-62.  Brilliant . 89 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-62  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant .  89 

1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,099 

A  highly  important  issue.  Just  10,000  were  distributed. 
Absolutely  essential  for  the  completion  of  a  design  type  set. 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-66  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant .  595 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 595 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 209 

1934  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 155 

Here  begins  the  extensive  run  of  Texas  commemoratives, 
which  continued  through  1938.  The  formation  of  a  com¬ 
plete  collection  of  these  is  a  very  affordable  possibility,  and 
even  the  lower  mintage  issues  are  very  inexpensive. 


1934  Texas.  MS-63  (ANACS) . 99 

1934  Texas.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 


Mary,  Guy,  and  Donna  of  our  Publica¬ 
tions  Dept,  took  advantage  of  a  beauti¬ 
ful  fall  day  to  “skip  out”  for  a  photo 
opportunity.  This  sign  is  considered  to 
be  somewhat  of  a  landmark  and  is  lo¬ 
cated  as  you  cross  the  town  line. 


1935  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 155 

1935  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1935-D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 155 

1935-D  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1935-S  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 55 

1935- S  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1936  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 155 

1936  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1936- D  Texas.  MS-66.  Brilliant . 219 

1936- S  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 155 

1937  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 155 

1937- D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 155 

1937-D  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1937-S  Texas.  MS-66.  Brilliant . 252 

1937-S  Texas.  MS-65-  Brilliant . 155 

1937- S  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 15 

1938  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 375 

1938  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 299 

1938  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 275 

1938- D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1938-S  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 309 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 390 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 295 

1925  Vancouver.  AU-58 . 265 

1927  Vermont.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 165 


Among  early  commemoratives,  the  designs  of  the  Ver¬ 
mont  are  in  the  highest  relief  of  any — giving  each  piece  a 
sculptured  effect.  Even  so,  there  do  not  seem  to  have  been 
any  striking  problems,  and  nearly  all  pieces  we  have  seen  are 
quite  well  detailed. 

1946  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant. 25 


1946  B.T.W.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 19 

1946- D  B.T.W.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 22 

1947  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 79 

1947  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39 

1947  B.T.W.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1947- D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39 

1947-D  B  T  W.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1 947- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 79 

1 947-  S  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39 

1948  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1948  B.T.W.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1948- D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1948- S  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79 

1949- D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1949-D  B.T  W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79 

1949-S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1949- S  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79 

1950  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 69 

1950  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1950- D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1950-S  B.T.W.  MS-66.  Brilliant . 175 

Mintage:  5 1 2,09 1 .  Probably,  most  were  never  distributed. 

1950- S  B  TW,  MS-65.  Brilliant . 45 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 59 

Mintage:  510,082,  most  ot  which  were  probably  melted. 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1951- D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 

1951-S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 65 

1951-S  B.T.W  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 239 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 199 

1936  York.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 
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1936  York.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 183 

1936  York.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 154 


Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 


1936  York.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 185 

1936  York.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 154 


In  the  following  “grid”  we  offer  PCGS  and 
NGC-certified  coins  of  hand-picked  Premium 
Quality,  all  lustrous  and  with  brilliant  or  lightly 
toned  surfaces.  Each  coin  is  aesthetically  pleasing 
and  is  an  excellent  example  of  its  type.  Use  this 
special  offering  to  build  your  collection  of  com¬ 
memorative  coins,  one  of  Americas  most  interest¬ 
ing  series.  (For  other  fine  commemoratives  in 
grades  other  than  PCGS  and  NGC  MS-63,  64, 
and  65,  see  the  preceding  listing.)  As  many  other 
discriminating  buyers  have  done  for  40  years,  make 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  your  headquarters  for 
quality  and  value. 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1921  Alabama  plain 

$475 

$795 

1921  Alabama  2X2 

595 

$2950 

1936  Albany 

235 

259 

350 

1937  Antietam 

510 

630 

Arkansas  type 

1935 

84 

98 

259 

1935-D 

98 

265 

1936 

89 

295 

1936-D 

125 

395 

1936-S 

89 

1937 

89 

295 

1937-D 

135 

1937-S 

115 

395 

1938 

135 

1938-D 

175 

1938-S 

165 

1939 

299 

350 

1939-D 

315 

1939-S 

315 

350 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge 

119 

Boone  type 

1934 

89 

1935 

98 

115 

1935-D 

115 

1935-S 

115 

1935/34 

145 

1935/34-S 

525 

850 

1936 

95 

105 

155 

1936-D 

115 

1936-S 

115 

175 
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VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65  1 

1937 

$115 

$175 

1937-D 

$295 

335 

490 

1937-S 

525 

1938 

415 

495 

1938-S 

415 

495 

1936  Bridgeport 

125 

135 

295 

1925-S  California 

175 

239 

840 

Carver- Washington 

1951-D 

45 

1951-S 

95 

1952 

19 

1952-D 

195 

1952-S 

99 

1953 

49 

1953-D 

49 

1954 

39 

1954-D 

39 

49 

1954-S 

39 

42 

79 

Cincinnati  type 

1936 

265 

1936-D 

285 

315 

630 

1936-S 

289 

315 

1 936  Cleveland 

75 

89 

210 

Columbia,  S.C.  type 

1936 

195 

210 

1936-D 

210 

225 

1936-S 

265 

1892  Columbian 

155 

795 

1893  Columbian 

125 

1935  Connecticut 

225 

265 

1936  Delaware 

239 

375 

1936  Elgin 

195 

205 

239 

1936  Gettysburg 

329 

560 

1922  Grant  plain 

295 

835 

1928  Hawaiian 

2495 

4950 

1924  Huguenot 

115 

140 

535 

1946  Iowa 

85 

89 

109 

1925  Lexington 

109 

140 

650 

1918  Lincoln-Ill. 

98 

169 

625 

1 936  Long  Island 

79 

95 

365 

1936  Lynchburg 

185 

195 

295 

1920  Maine 

155 

210 

575 

1934  Maryland 

145 

165 

369 

1921  Missouri 

699 

1921  Missouri  2x4 

980 

1923-S  Monroe 

125 

1938  New  Rochelle 

315 

1936  Norfolk 

410 

Oregon  Trail  type 

1926 

145 

209 

1926-S 

145 

209 

1928 

219 

299 

1933-D 

280 

315 

1934-D 

175 

195 

1936 

155 

209 

'OHMS 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65  1 

1936-S 

$169 

1937-D 

$185 

$209 

1938 

225 

255 

1938-D 

245 

285 

1938-S 

245 

259 

1939-D 

695 

1939-S 

sis 

695 

191 5-S  Pan-Pac 

695 

1920  Pilgrim 

89 

115 

479 

1921  Pilgrim 

165 

235 

750 

Rhode  Island  type 

1936 

105 

235 

1936-D 

89 

105 

235 

1936-S 

89 

105 

245 

1937  Roanoke 

195 

215 

239 

1936  Robinson 

89 

109 

1935-S  San  Diego 

69 

79 

89 

1936-D  San  Diego 

85 

99 

1926  Sesqui 

169 

415 

4950 

1925  Stone  Mt. 

69 

209 

Texas  type 

1934 

99 

119 

155 

1935 

155 

1935-D 

119 

155 

1935-S 

119 

155 

1936 

119 

1936-D 

119 

1936-S 

119 

155 

1937-D 

119 

1937-S 

119 

155 

1938 

275 

299 

1938-D 

309 

1938-S 

309 

1925  Vancouver 

390 

1050 

1927  Vermont 

179 

1936  Wisconsin 

189 

199 

239 

1936  York 

175 

185 

210 

BTWType 

1946 

25 

1946-S 

28 

1947 

39 

1947-D 

39 

1947-S 

39 

79 

1948 

65 

1948-D 

55 

65 

1948-S 

65 

1949 

79 

99 

1949-D 

99 

1949-S 

99 

1950 

49 

69 

1950-D 

49 

69 

1950-S 

25 

45 

1951 

39 

59 

1951-D 

59 

65 

Order  Early  for  the  Best  Selection! 
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Modern 

Commemoratives 


1993-W  Madison  half  dollar.  MS-65.  Special  ANA 
counterstamp  issue.  SPECIAL  PURCHASE 
OPPORTUNITY!  As  we  go  to  press,  we  have 
just  34  pieces  remaining  (from  our  purchase  of 
100).  Buy  a  single  for  $19.95,  or  take  away  a 
little  hoard  of  25  for  only . 439 

The  Guide  Book  contains  this  notice:  “9,656  of  the  Un¬ 
circulated  version  were  privately  marked  on  the  edge  with  a 
serial  number  and  the  initials  of  the  Madison  Foundation 
and  the  American  Numismatic  Association.” 

Commemorative 
Gold  Coins 


1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  With  Star.  MS-66 

(PCGS).  Virtually  identical  in  design  to  the 
1922  Grant  Memorial  half  dollars.  Only  5,016 
examples  were  issued.  Gem-quality  survivors  are 

always  in  high  demand . 2,950 

1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  No  Star.  MS-63  (PCGS). 
A  splendid  specimen  of  an  issue  which  is  al¬ 
ways  popular  due  to  its  low  mintage . 1,795 

1904  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  AU-55 
(PCGS) . 625 

Remarkable  Proof  like  Jefferson  $1 


1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 
portrait.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  prooflike  and 
very  closely  resembling  the  Proof  rarities  of  this 
year.  A  very  special  specimen.  In  fact,  face-up 
in  its  holder,  this  coin  appears  to  be  a  full  Proof 

for  all  intents  and  purposes . 2,295 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 
portrait.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Especially  brilliant 

and  lustrous,  an  all-around  “nice.” . 1,295 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 

portrait.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 825 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 

Portrait.  AU-58  (NGC) . 450 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  McKinley 
portrait.  MS-63  (PCGS).  We  think  the  market 
offers  many  excellent  buys,  and  we  have  been 
emphasizing  our  acquisitions  in  this  area.  750 
1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  McKinley 

portrait.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 415 

191  5-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS-64 
(PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this 
popular  commemorative . 1 ,095 


Some  Great  Little  Stories 

in  Bowers  and  Merena’s 

“Little  Editions' ’ 

A  series  of  monographs  on  a  variety  of  coin-related  topics,  from  famous  (and  not-so- 
famous)  figures  in  numismatic  history  to  studies  on  popular  series  to  investigative  reports. 
Each  “Little  Edition”  is  a  fascinating  read,  whether  you  are  new  to  collecting  or  an  “old 
timer.”  Written  by  Q.  David  Bowers  and  a  variety  of  other  numismatic  personalities,  these 
small  volumes  will  provide  hours  of  enjoyment. 


!S*S 
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A  Tale  from  the  1890s: 

A  Curious  Thievery  at  the 
Philadelphia  Mint 

by  A.L.  Drummond 
A  detective  story,  told  by  the  former  Chief 
of  the  United  States  Secret  Service,  about 
missing  gold  and  its  recovery. 

A  Review  of  the 
Commemorative  Coin  Market 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 
Stories  of  the  booin-and-bust  market  for 
commemoratives  in  the  1930s  and  an  action 
plan  for  the  beginner. 

The  Curious  Case  of  the 
Coin  Collectors  Kline 

by  Dr.  Joel J.  Orosz,  NLG 
An  intriguing  mystery  is  solved  in  this 
investigation  of  two  important,  yet  relatively 
unknown,  names  of  the  1 800s. 

Woodward's  Sale 
of  the  John  F.  McCoy 
Collection 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 
An  excursion  back  to  the  exciting,  early 
days  of  American  coin  collecting  in  the  1 860s. 


These  volumes  retail  for  $ 5.95  each ,  but  right  now  you  can 

buy  all  four  for  only  $19.95 
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UNITED  STATES  COMMEMORATIVE  COINS 


Gem  1916  McKinley  Gold  $1 


1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 2,795 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS).  725 
1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-62  (PCGS).  485 
191 5-S  Panama- Pacific  quarter  eagle.  AU-58 

(PCGS) . 1,595 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-64. 

Brilliant . 1 , 1 95 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-62 

(PCGS).  Brilliant . 510 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  AU-58 

(PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  AU-55 
(NGC).  Brilliant . 295 


Mint  Sets 

1948  Double  Mint  Set  as  issued  by  the  Treasury 
Department.  While  these  are  hardly  rarities, 
most  have  long  since  been  broken  up.  Contains: 

It,  5<f,  10«,  25<f,  50<t.  MS-63-65  . 235 

1949  Double  Mint  Set.  l<t,  5<t,  10C,  25<f,  50C.  MS- 

63-65  . 410 

1952  Double  Mint  Set.  1C,  5C,  10C,  25C,  50C.  MS- 
63-65  . 295 

1 954  Double  Mint  Set.  1C,  5C,  10C,  25C,  50C.  MS- 

63-65  . 115 

1955  Double  Mint  Set.  1C.5C,  10C,  25C,  50C.  MS- 

63-65 . 85 

1957  Double  Mint  Set.  1C.5C,  10C,  25C,  50C.  MS- 

63-65 . 105 

1958  Double  Mint  Set.  1C,  5C,  10C,  25C,  50C.  MS- 

63-65 . 89 

1965  mint  set.  From  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg  collec¬ 

tion,  with  certificate  of  authenticity.  Housed  is 
a  special  Capital  plastic  holder.  Contains.  1C, 
5C,  10C,  25C,  50C . 69 

1966  mint  set.  From  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg  collec¬ 

tion,  with  certificate  of  authenticity.  Housed 
in  a  special  Capital  plastic  holder.  Contains.  1 C, 
5C.  10C,  25C,  50C . 69 

1968-D  mint  set.  From  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg  col¬ 
lection,  with  certificate  of  authenticity.  Housed 
in  original  cellophane  holder.  Contains.  1C,  5C, 
10C,  25C,  50C . 19.95 

1968-S  mint  set.  From  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg  col¬ 
lection,  with  certificate  of  authenticity.  Housed 
in  the  original  envelope.  Contains.  1C,  1C,  5C, 
10C,  25C . 19.95 


“A  good  book  is  the  pre¬ 
cious  lifeblood  of  a  master 
spirit,  embalmed  and  trea¬ 
sured  up  on  purpose  to  a  life 
beyond  life.” 

— -John  Milton  [1608-1674] 


Proof  SHs 

1951  five-piece  Proof  set.  Proof-65.  Contains:  1C, 

5C,  10C,  25C,  50C . 325 

California  Small 
Benom ination  Cold 

Itoinid  2~k' 

Undated  (circa  1853).  Breen-Gillio-221 .  Liberty 

Head.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285 

Undated  (circa  1853).  BG-224.  Liberty  Head.  MS- 

63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1856  BG-229.  Liberty  Head.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A 

proof  like  gem.  Brilliant . 375 

1872/1  BG-868.  Indian  Head.  MS-65  (PCGS). 
Brilliant.  Just  purchased,  and  offered  here  for 
the  first  time . 395 

Octagonal  25? 

1867  BG-741.  Liberty  Head.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 385 

1875  BG-797.  Indian  Head.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant.  Another  of  the  many  new  purchases  listed 
in  this  issue . 425 


Itmiml  .10  c 

1853  BG-302  PCK  (for  “peacock”).  MS-62 
(PCGS).  Brilliant.  Reverse  is  of  the  famous 
“peacock”  style — actually  an  eagle — sur¬ 
rounded  by  resplendent  rays.  A  prime  classic 

and  always  in  demand . 1,195 

1870  BG-1010.  Liberty  Head.  AU-55  (PCGS).  235 
1874  BG-1034.  Liberty  Head.  MS-62  (PCGS). 
Brilliant . 850 

Hound  $1 


Rare  1872  Round  Gold  $1 


1872  BG-1207.  Indian  Head.  Rarity-5.  MS-62 

(PCGS).  A  brilliant,  prooflike,  and  very  beau¬ 
tiful  specimen  of  this  issue.  As  a  class,  round- 
format  gold  dollars  are  all  rarities . 3,850 

Octagonal  (.old  SI 

1869  BG-1 106.  Liberty  Head.  AU-58  (PCGS).  695 

1871  BG-1 109.  Liberty  Head.  Rarity-5.  MS-64 

(PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  highly  prooflike  gem! 
Very  attractive! . 1 ,950 


Commemorative  Correction 


Thanks  to  Steve  Devlin  for  the  following 
letter: 

“Dear  Mr.  Bowers, 

“I  recently  finished  some  research  on 
Captain  James  Cook,  and  wrote  an  article 
about  the  man  for  The  Com¬ 
memorative  Trail.  I  believe 
you  are  a  member  of  the  So¬ 
ciety  of  United  States  Com¬ 
memorative  Coins,  so  you 
will  probably  be  reading  the 
article  later  this  year.  During 
the  course  of  my  research,  I 
checked  your  book  on  com¬ 
memorative  coins,  Com¬ 
memorative  Coins  of  the 
United  States:  A  Complete  En¬ 
cyclopedia,  just  to  see  what 
you  had  to  say  about  Cap¬ 
tain  Cook.  I  think  your  book 
was  very  well  done,  and  it’s  always  enjoy¬ 
able  to  go  back  to  it  for  reference. 

“There  was  one  minor  error  that  came  to 
my  attention.  On  page  235,  you  wrote  that 
Cook  died  in  Hawaii  on  his  fourth  voyage 
to  the  Pacific.  Now,  all  the  books  I  read  had 
indicated  that  Cook  made  three  long  voy¬ 


ages  to  the  Pacific  region,  and  was  killed  on 
the  third  voyage.  The  purpose  of  his  third 
voyage  was  to  search  for  a  northern  water¬ 
way  across  North  America.  En  route  to 
Alaska  he  discovered  Hawaii.  He  contin¬ 
ued  on  to  Alaska,  and  when 
the  winter  months  came, 
he  decided  to  return  to 
Hawaii.  That  was  when  he 
was  killed.  Whereas  he  vis¬ 
ited  Hawaii  twice,  both  vis¬ 
its  occurred  on  his  third 
voyage.  You  may  want  to 
investigate  this  more,  and 
perhaps  correct  this  if  you 
ever  publish  future  editions 
of  your  book. 

“Otherwise,  I  think 
your  book  is  probably  the 
best  one  out  there  on  the 
topic  of  commemorative  coins.  I  know  I 
thoroughly  enjoyed  it  the  first  timearound, 
and  have  gone  back  to  it  many  times  since 
then.  Someday  soon  I  will  probably  sit 
down  and  read  it  all  again.  Please  keep 
churning  out  the  books.  They  all  have 
been  very  good. 


Commemorative 
Coins  of  the 
United  States 

A  COMPLETE  ENCYCLOPEDIA 


By  Q.  David  Bowers 
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JjLcoin  People  Quiz 

x.x.  a _ 


Who  Are  They  ? 
What  Did  They  Do? 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 


We  give  clues  concerning  10  different  personalities  in¬ 
volved  in  one  way  or  another  with  American  coins.  How 
many  can  you  identify?  Get  six  or  more  right,  and  you  are 
doing  well.  Get  seven  or  eight  right,  and  you  are  in  the  expert 
class  or  close  to  it.  Get  nine  or  10  correct,  and  you  should 
write  a  long-overdue  book,  Who’s  Who  In  American  Numis- 
matics! Why,  we’ll  even  buy  a  copy  or  two  for  our  reference 
library. 

P.S.  One  question  has  two  correct  answers. 

1  •  This  person  spent  much  of  his  later  life  in  New 
Hampshire  at  a  house  named  Aspet,  about  a  two-hour 
drive  from  our  offices  in  Wolfeboro.  After  exchanging 
correspondence  with  President  Theodore  Roosevelt,  he 
received  the  go-ahead  to  redesign  the  entire  range  of  United 
States  coinage  from  the  cent  to  the  double  eagle.  As  it  turned 
out,  he  became  very  ill,  and  died  on  August  3, 1 907,  by  which 
time  much  work  had  been  done  on  new  motifs  for  the  $  1 0 
and  $20  gold  coins.  These  two  new  designs,  the  Indian  Head 
$10  and  the  High  Relief  MCMAdI  $20,  were  released  in 
the  autumn  and  early  winter  of  the  same  year,  to 
enthusiastic  acclaim  by  the  public  and  numismatists 
alike.  Their  creator  was: 

a.  Emil  Sigel. 

b.  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens. 

c.  Chester  French. 

d.  William  Leggett  Bramhall. 

2*  James  Ross  Snowden,  William  Spohn  Baker,  Dr. 
George  Fuld,  and  Russell  Rulau  are  recognized  as  leading 
authors  and  researchers  in  this  numismatic  specialty: 

a.  Coins,  tokens,  and  medals  with  the  portrait  of  George 

Washington. 

b.  Copper  coins  struck  under  the  aegis  of  Capt.  Thomas 

Machin  at  Newburgh,  NY,  in  the  late  1790s. 

c.  National  bank  notes  of  New  England. 

d.  Die  varieties  of  half  dimes  1792-1837. 

3.  This  famous  mathematician,  philosopher,  and  as¬ 
tronomer  is  remembered  today  on  several  numismatic  counts, 
including  being  the  namesake  for  a  society  of  writers  and 
researchers  formally  organized  in  1960.  In  a  wider  context, 
however,  he  is  best  known  as  the: 

a.  Superintendent  of  the  U.S.  Assay  Office  of  Gold,  San 


Francisco,  in  the  1850s. 

b.  Primary  founder  of  the  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Society  at  his  home  at  121  Essex 

Street,  New  York  City,  in  1858. 

c.  Leading  producer  of  1876  Centennial 

Exhibition  medals. 

d.  First  director  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint. 

4.  If  you  can  find  someone  to  sell  you  a 
large-format,  photographically  illustrated  coin 
auction  catalogue  published  in  the  19th  century 
by  these  brothers,  you  will  have  a  real  prize.  The 
two  people  are: 

a.  S.  Hudson  Chapman  and  Henry  Chapman. 

b.  Roy  and  Ray  Lawrence. 

c.  Lee  and  Cliff  Hewitt. 

d.  Joseph  and  Morton  Stack. 


5.  The  following  rare  coin  dealers,  among  many  others, 
established  their  businesses  at  one  time  or  another  in  this  city  or 
its  environs:  Henry  Cook,  Kenneth  W.  Rendell,  Harold 
Whiteneck,  Malcolm  O.E.  Chell-Frost,  Sylvester  Sage  Crosby, 
Ebenezer  Locke  Mason,  Jr.,  and  Don  Corrado  Romano.  The 
locale  is: 

a.  Philadelphia, 

b.  Los  Angeles. 

c.  Chicago. 

d.  Boston. 

6.  In  1946  this  happened: 

a.  The  first  edition  of  A  Guide  Book  of  U.S. 
Coins,  by  Richard  S.  Yeoman,  was  published 
(with  the  cover  date  of  1947). 

b.  Wayte  Raymond  published  the  first 
Standard  Catalogue  of  U.S.  Coins. 

c.  John  R.  Sinnock,  chief  engraver  at  the 
Philadelphia  Mint,  prepared  pattern  coins 

of  the  half  dollar  denomination, 

d.  Booker  T.  Washington  was  honored  on  a 
commemorative  half  dollar. 


coins 


7 •  Farran  Zerbe,  who  began  collecting  i 
while  a  newsboy  in  Tyrone,  PA,  did  all  but  one  of 
the  following  things.  Which  did  he  not  do? 

a.  Own  and  publish  The Numismatistior  a  short  time, 

b.  Lend  his  name  posthumously  to  the  highest  award 
given  by  the  American  Numismatic  Association. 

c.  Publish  a  popular  guide  book  to  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  of 
which  thousands  of  copies  were  sold  to  tourists  in  the  late 
19th  century. 

d.  Distribute  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  International  Exposi¬ 


tion  commemorative  coins. 


8.  These  individuals  are  well-known,  past  and  present,  for 
their  accomplishments  in  a  particular  numismatic  line:  Lee  F. 
Hewitt,  Beth  Deisher,  Russ  Rulau,  Helen  Carmody,  George  F. 
Heath,  Barbara  Gregory,  Ed  Rochette,  Kari  Stone,  Frank 
Duffield,  David  Schenkman,  and  Barbara  Gregory.  Their  spe¬ 
cialty  was  or  is: 

a.  Editor  of  an  important  numismatic  publication. 

b.  Superintendent  of  the  Denver  Mint. 
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c.  Designer  of  a  U.S.  commemorative  half  dollar. 

d.  President  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society,  New  York  City. 

All  but  one  of  these  individuals  is  enshrined  in  the  Pantheon 
of  American  numismatics  as  the  builder  of  an  important  rare  coin 
collection.  Who  is  the  odd  man  out? 

a.  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr. 

b.  William  Forrester  Dunham. 

c.  Emile  Berliner. 

d.  John  Work  Garrett. 

•  His  First  name  was  Benjamin,  but  not  many  people  ever 
knew  that.  His  office  was  in  Fort  Worth,  TX,  in  his  own  building, 


with  a  trolley-car  stop  on  the  corner  nearby.  He  published  the  Star 
Rare  Coin  Encyclopedia.  His  favorite  rarity  seems  to  have  been  the 
1913  Liberty  Head  nickel,  or  was  it  the  1 804  silver  dollar?  I n  1 949 
the  Saturday  Evening  Post  ran  a  feature  article  about  him.  His  long¬ 
time  secretary  was  Mary  Ferguson.  After  he  died  his  name  was 
attached  for  a  few  years  to  a  business  operated  in  Beverly  Hills,  CA. 
He  is  none  other  than: 

a.  Tom  Elder. 

b.  Max  Mehl. 

c.  Ed.  Frossard. 

d.  Wayte  Raymond. 

■q-oi  ‘°'6  ‘*-8  ‘3-z  ‘p  pu*  b-9  ‘p-s  ‘u-fr  ‘p-e  ‘b-z  ‘q-i  :s-amsNv 


The  Latest  Paper  Money  News 

(as  of 1870) 


The following  is /raw  Scien  ti  fic  American,  March 26, 1870,  page 207: 

Our  New  Paper  Currency 

In  July,  1866;  letters  patent  were  issued,  through  the  Scientific 
American  Patent  Agency,  to  Jas.  M.  Willcox,  bank  note-paper  manufac¬ 
turer  near  Philadelphia,  for  an  improvement  in  paper,  to  prevent  coun¬ 
terfeiting.  As  this  peculiar  paper  has  been  adopted  by  the  Treasury 
Department  for  United  States  securities,  and  reaches  the  hand  of 
everybody  in  the  shape  of  greenbacks,  a  few  words  in  explanation  will  be 
useful  to  all  handlers  of  money. 

Protection  in  paper,  as  in  engrav¬ 
ing,  consists  in  peculiarity  and  in 
difficulty  in  imitation;  nothing  else. 

Many  years  ago  bank-note  paper  was 
made  peculiar  by  the  mixing  of  red, 
blue,  and  other  colored  silk  shreds  in 
the  pulp  before  converting  it  into 
sheets  of  paper.  This  peculiarity  was 
considered  a  test  of  genuineness,  and 
was  so  to  a  certain  extent.  Paper 
made  in  that  way,  however,  came 
into  the  open  market,  and  could  be 
bought  by  counterfeiters  as  well  as  by 
bank  officers  and  engravers.  Mr.  Willcox  has  added  a  new  feature  in  the 
introduction  of  colored  shreds,  which  makes  a  paper  so  peculiar  that  it 
cannot  be  made  by  hand  process,  or  by  cylinder  machine,  but  only  the 
better  class  or  Fourdrinier  machine.  Even  here  special  machinery  is 
required  to  locate  the  colored  shreds  in  certain  parts  of  the  notes  and  not 
in  the  others. 

As  this  machinery  exists  only  in  his  own  mill,  and  the  process  is 
protected  by  patent,  the  paper  is  kept  out  of  the  market,  and  the 
government  and  the  public  have  the  advantage  of  its  exclusiveness.  The 
mill  is  guarded  night  and  day  by  an  armed  force  in  the  pay  of  the 
government,  to  prevent  robbery,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
this  paper  will  be  kept  out  of  unlawful  hands. 

It  will  be  observed  that  a  line  of  blue  shreds  cross  the  left  hand  end  of 
all  legal  tender  notes  (new  issue)  of  the  denominations  on  one,  two,  live, 


and  ten  dollars;  and  a  similar  line  crosses  the  right-hand  end  of  all  notes 
above  ten  dollars.  As  these  lines  are  in-grain,  and  cannot  be  altered,  the 
alteration  of  a  low  note  to  a  high  one  would  be  at  once  detected  by  the 
position  of  the  localized  shreds.  As  these  shreds  are  interwoven  with  the 
fibers  of  the  paper,  care  should  be  used  to  make  sure  that  they  are  neither 
entirely  under  the  surface  nor  entirely  on  the  surfaces,  but  both. 

In  the  U.S.  currency  a  double  process  is  carried  out.  In  the  first  place 
a  red  fiber  is  mixed  indiscriminately  through  the  pulp,  and  consequently 
through  the  sheet.  This  is  done  in  the  grinding  engine.  A  second  process 

(with  special  machinery)  is  carried 
out  in  the  Fourdrinier  paper  ma¬ 
chine  by  the  localizing  of  a  blue 
fiber  as  the  pulp  is  changed  into 
paper.  All  is  interwoven  together, 
and  when  the  sheets  are  cut  into 
notes  the  blue  fibers  find  their  po¬ 
sition  as  described. 

The  new  fifty-cent  note  which 
the  Department  is  preparing  to  is¬ 
sue,  will  be  upon  paper  of  this  de¬ 
scription;  the  localized  blue  fibers 
occupying  one  end  only  of  the  notes, 
while  all  the  remainder  will  have 
the  indiscriminate  red.  The  double  process  of  manufacture  will  be  shown 
and  the  exclusive  feature  will  be  prominent. 

The  thanks  of  the  community  are  due  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
for  his  earnest  and  well-directed  efforts  to  protect  them  from  counter¬ 
feits;  and  their  attention  is  called  to  a  proper  and  understanding  of  this 
new  feature  in  protection. 

As  it  has  been  placed  under  the  guardianship  of  the  Department,  it  is 
believed  to  be  effectual,  and  we  are  glad  to  have  had  an  agency  in  bringing 
it  into  use. 

Editor’s  note:  It  should  he  noted  that  Scientific  American,  through 
Munn  &  Co.,  was  very  much  involved  in  the  patenting  and  exploitation 
of  inventions.  Thus,  the  preceding  article  may  be  best  termed  a  “news 
release”  rather  than  “news.”  The  50-cent  note  was  part  of  the  extensive 
Fractional  Currency  series. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS 

for  Sale 


Tokens  and  Medals 

1 874  Liberty  Seated  quarter  dollar  counterstamped 
with  SAGE’S  CANDY  COIN.  VG.  A  some¬ 
what  mysterious  issue;  in  1874  the  proprietor 
of  Sages  Candy  apparently  featured  silver  quar¬ 
ters,  half  dollars,  and  trade  dollars  as  a  promo¬ 
tion  of  some  type.  No  other  dates  or  denomina¬ 
tions  are  known,  nor  is  the  identity  of  Sage 
known  (it  is  not  our  early  numismatic  dealer 
luminary,  Augustus  B.  Sage) . 295 


Empire  Coin  Company  token.  Circa  1960,  our 
predecessor  firm,  Empire  Coin  Company,  Inc., 
commissioned  Alphonse  Kolb,  well-known 
Rochester,  NY,  diesinker,  to  create  these  to¬ 
kens  for  us.  The  approximate  size  of  a  United 
States  large  cent  of  the  1793-1857  years,  and 
struck  in  copper,  each  token  depicts  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  the  famous  IMMUNIS  COLUMBIA 
motif  taken  from  the  1786-1787  copper  coin¬ 
age,  “Columbia”  being  a  representation  of 
“America.”  The  reverse  depicts  an  eagle 
perched  on  a  palm  branch  and  is  derived  from 


the  design  used  on  the  rare  1795  U.S.  $5  gold 
coin.  Examples  are  with  “antiqued”  finish  as 
made.  Dave  Bowers  discovered  a  little  box  full 
of  these  when  moving  some  “stuff’  the  other 
day,  the  remainder  from  1 ,000  minted.  Each 
$9.95,  25  for .  149 

Miscellany 

A  selection  of  printed  material  and  other  items 
being  deaccessioned  as  duplicates  from  the  library 
and  other  holdings  of  Q.  David  Bowers,  as  well  as 


Some  Bigger  Gems  from  “Outer  Space” 


A  special  trio  of  interesting 
meteorite  specimens 


Only  four  of  these  little  trios  are  still 
available.  Ranging  in  price  trom  $100 
to  $125  (depending  on  the  weight  of 
the  specimens)  these  authentic  mete¬ 
orites  would  make  an  interesting  gift 
for  any  astronomy  “nuts”  in  your 
household.  A  specimen  of  each  of  the 
following  is  included: 

The  “ Tektite ”  of  the  Muang 
Nong  variety,  meaning  “layered,”  was 
discovered  in  Muang  Nong,  Laos.  Tek- 
tites  are  a  puzzlement  being  researched 
at  this  time.  They  are  a  glassy  compo¬ 
sition  similar  to  obsidian,  and  are  be¬ 
lieved  to  have  been  formed  when  a 
large  meteor  slammed  into  the  surface 
of  the  earth  displacing  millions  of  tons 
of  terrestrial  material  and  melting  and 


fusing  it  at  the  same 
time — with  such  pieces 
spraying  into  the  atmo¬ 
sphere  and  landing  a  distance  away.  This 
piece  has  rough  surfaces,  as  found. 

The  “Gibeon”  is  a  section  of  prepared 
slice,  polished  on  one  side,  of  nickel-iron  me¬ 
teorite  from  Gibeon,  Africa — a  meteor 
shower  that  fell  eons  ago  and  must  have  made 
the  sky  brighter  than  a  hundred  suns.  This 
polished  piece  has  a  bright  nickel  appearance 
and  has  been  etched  to  show  Widmanstatten 
figures — an  unusual  crystalline  structure  that 
meteorites  develop  from  having  been  many 
millions  of  years  in  outer  space. 


jgl 


The  ‘ Juanita  de  Angles  ”  is  a  stone 
meteorite  called  a  Chondrite  contain¬ 
ing  flecks  of  nickel  metal  (all  stones  me¬ 
teorites  have  some  iron  or  nickel  in 
them),  from  Juanita  de  Angles,  Mexico. 
This  meteorite  is  in  the  form  of  pol¬ 
ished  slices,  it  is  a  brownish  black  with 
nickel  flecks. 

Each  trio  comes  with  a  Certificate  of 
Authenticity  signed  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
and  is  backed  by  our  100%  money  back 
guarantee  of  satisfaction. 


Prices  range  from  $100  to  $125. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


other  miscellany  purchased  here  and  there.  All  items 
are  subject  to  your  satisfaction  upon  receipt  and 
can  be  returned  within  two  weeks  if  you  are  not 
delighted. 

19th-century  patent  medicine  almanacs  and  gen¬ 
eral  information  almanacs,  printed  yearly.  20 
different  for  $100,  and  40  different  for  ....200 

Lots  of  hype,  testimonials,  etc.,  plus  useful  information 
and  many  “fillers.” 

Gleasons  Pictorial  Drawing-Room  Companion ,  folio- 
size  weekly  illustrated  newspaper  from  the 
1850s,  bound  in  six-month  volumes.  Binding 
somewhat  loose  and  “ratty,”  but  the  contents 
quite  good.  Filled  with  engravings  of  people, 
places,  and  things  of  the  era,  lots  of  news,  sto¬ 
ries,  etc.  Duplicates  from  QDB  library.  Our 
choice  of  volumes,  two  available  as  we  go  to 

press,  each  . 250 

Framed  (wood  frame  with  glass  front)  original  Sat¬ 
urday  Evening  Post  magazine  covers  featuring 
beautiful  girls  as  sketched  by  famous  Ameri¬ 
can  artist-illustrator  Philip  Boileau,  early  is¬ 
sues  from  the  c.  1905-191 5  era.  Single:  $17, 
group  of  10  different  $150,  group  of  20  dif¬ 
ferent,  $300  (Plus  $5  shipping  for  first  item, 
$1  for  each  additional) 

Motor  magazine,  early  issues  from  the  1930s 
through  the  1960s.  Trade  magazine  with  many 
fascinating  advertisements.  Covers  are  by  well- 
known  American  illustrator  Robert  Robinson. 
Important  reference  collection,  not  readily  re¬ 
placeable  at  any  cost.  Group  of  1 0  different  (plus 

$5  postage)  $250;  100  different . 2,500 

Numismatic  books  of  the  past  several  decades,  gen¬ 
erally  1940s  to  date,  U.S.  coins  and  related 
themes,  “seconds”  with  scuffed  covers  or  other 
problems  (but  with  contents  intact),  non-cur- 
rent  editions,  etc.  Good  for  exploring  for  infor¬ 
mation,  new  interests  and  specialties,  etc.  A  grab 
bag  of  “stuff’  with  original  cover  prices  total¬ 
ing  at  least  $300,  the  lot  (plus  $10  packing  and 

shipping)  for  just  . 100 

1942  “experimental  cent”  related  pieces:  In  1942 
the  United  States  Mint  began  searching  for  a 
suitable  replacement  for  the  copper  cent.  Being 
a  strategic  war  material  copper  was  in  high  de¬ 
mand.  Replacement  material  required  various 
properties  to  simulate  copper  as  closely  as  pos¬ 
sible.  Private' companies  were  contacted  to  ex¬ 
plore  materials  as  diverse  as  plastic  and  glass. 
Special  dies  were  prepared  for  use  in  the  testing 
process.  The  firms  involved  provided  sample 
planchets  which  were  stuck  with  these  dies.  We 
were  fortunate  to  acquire  a  small  quantity  of 
plastic  “Planchets”  or  disks  which  were  left  over 
from  one  of  the  private  companies  involved.  We 
have  two  different  types  of  material:  General 
purpose  phenolic  resin  is  very  dark  brown.  Each 
weighs  10.30  grains  and  has  six  concentric 
circles  raised  on  each  side.  Urea-formaldehyde 
plastic  is  olive  and  weighs  10.76  grains.  These 
also  have  six  raised  circles  on  each  side.  Order 

either  type  for,  each:  . 59 

As  part  of  the  purchase  of  the  above  plastic  disks 
we  also  have  acquired  a  handwritten  (in  pencil) 


report  to  the  United  States  Mint  from  a  suc¬ 
cessful  scientist  involved  in  the  testing  of  vari¬ 
ous  samples  submitted  as  replacements.  This 
rough  draft  consists  of  approximately  40  pages 
providing  test  procedures  and  results.  The  tests 
includes:  specific  gravity,  dimension,  water  ab¬ 
sorption,  impact  strength,  resistance  to  abrasion, 
flammability,  color  stability  and  accelerated 
service.  We  cannot  overstate  the  importance  of 
this  report  to  the  researcher  studying  the  1942 
plastic  cent  issues.  To  our  knowledge,  this  re¬ 


port  is  unique . 995 

Currency 

1863  Friedberg-1 294.  25  Cents.  EF . 22 

1874  F-1308  25  Cents.  Unc . 39 

1874  F-1309.  25  Cents.  Unc . 39 

1974  F-1793-L.  $5.  Crisp  uncirculated.  Error  note 
with  the  third  printing  shifted  to  the  right.  The 
left  serial  number  and  shield  overlap  Lincolns 
portrait . 95 


Paper  Americana 

Important  bank  notes  from  old  bank  note  plates: 

In  the  1860s  the  Nashua  Bank,  Nashua  N.H., 
commissioned  the  New  England  Bank  Note 
Company,  Boston,  to  engrave  for  it  five  hand¬ 
some  plates  for  issues  of  currency  $1,  $2,  $3, 
$5,  and  $10  denominations,  the  most  popular 
values  of  the  era.  Because  of  circumstances  not 


recorded,  these  particular  notes  were  never  is¬ 
sued,  or,  if  some  were,  none  are  known  to  exist 
today.  Fast  forward  to  over  a  century  later,  when 
these  long-hidden  steel  bank  note  plates,  appar¬ 
ently  never  used,  surfaced  and  were  acquired 
by  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries.  Today  the 
original  plates  form  a  nice  exhibit  in  our  office. 
Before  retiring  them  to  the  exhibit  we  had  some 
sets  made  on  high-quality,  wide-margin  paper, 
each  note  uniface  (as  originally  intended)  and 
printed  separately.  To  the  best  of  our  knowl¬ 
edge  these  notes  were  never  issued  in  original 
form,  so  it  is  not  proper  to  call  these  “reprints” 
Rather,  these  apparently  are  now  issued  for  the 
first  time.  Whatever,  they  certainly  constitute 
a  very  attractive  and  collectible  set.  29.95  per 

set  or  10  sets  for . 179.95 

Ideal  for  framing:  American  Airlines  colorful  oval 
luggage  tag  (the  kind  that  used  to  be  pasted 
onto  steamer  trunks  and  suitcases,)  mid-1 930s, 
depicting  an  early  propeller  plane  and  the  ill- 
fated  zeppelin  Hindenburg.  American  Airlines, 
Inc.  offered  exclusive  connecting  service  to  the 
Hindenburg,  apparently  for  only  a  very  short 
time.  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  spotted  several  of  these 
at  the  ANA  Convention,  said  they  were  the  most 
historically  fascinating  things  he  had  seen  all 

day,  and  directed  our  attention  to  them . 99 

c.  1910  Fire-engine  scene  postcard.  Ottawa,  Ohio. 
As  new.  Two  different  scenes  available  We 
bought  several  dozen  of  these,  and  offer  you  a 
pair  for  $15,  or  buy  10  pairs  for . 125 


Numismatic  News 

Your  editor  was  asked  to  say  a  few  words 
about  an  important  anniversary ,  and  gladly 
sent  the  following  along  to  the  publication  in 
question: 

As  an  enthusiastic  reader  of  and  advertiser 
in  Numismatic  News  lor  more  years  than  I  can 
easily  remember,  I  congratu¬ 
late  this  excellent  journal  on 
its  45th  year  ol  success. 

In  the  current  era,  not 
only  has  Numismatic  News 
brought  numismatic  news 
(generically)  to  the  collect¬ 
ing  fraternity,  but,  beyond 
that,  the  principals  of 
Krause  Publications  have 
made  their  own  indelible 
marks  on  the  hobby.  Chet 
Krause  and  Cliff  Mishler 
have  often  disregarded  cor¬ 
porate  profit  and  have  spent  much  time  and 
effort  to  expand  and  improve  the  world  of 
collecting  coins,  tokens,  medals,  and  paper 
money.  While  some  of  the  books  they  sponsor 
and  publish  have  earned  justifiable  profits,  I 


45th  Anniversary 

am  sure,  others  surely  have  been  pro  bono 
publico.  Perhaps  enlightened  is  a  good  term 
for  Numismatic  News,  Krause  Publications, 
and  the  management  and  staff. 

Time  and  again,  Numismatic  News  has 
engaged  in  pioneering  journalism,  some¬ 
times  going  where  others 
have  feared  to  tread.  In  the 
process,  such  entities  as  the 
Bureau  of  the  Mint  and  its 
commemorative  program, 
the  American  Numismatic 
Association,  and  others 
have  made — and  continue 
to  make — desirable  course 
corrections  or  evolution¬ 
ary  changes. 

Each  Wednesday,  when 
my  copy  of  Numismatic 
News  reaches  my  desk,  I 
stop  everything  and  peruse  its  pages,  always 
finding  items  of  interest  and  importance. 
Here's  wishing  Numismatic  News  another  45 
years — and  more — of  continued  success. 

— Q.  David  Bowers 


Numismatic  News 

The  Complole  Information  Souret  lor  Coin  Collectors 

Collector  in  Congress  «*• 
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Numismatic 
Books  For  Sale 

A  discount  on  every  purchase! 

Books  for  your  pleasure! 

Books  for  your  profit! 

We  guarantee  you  ll  be  delighted! 


Welcome  to  our  Books  for  Sale  section ! 

To  say  we’ve  been  busy  in  our  Book  Department  is  an 
understatement!  Donna  Badeau  and  I  have  been  swamped 
with  hundreds  of  book  orders.  American  Coin  Treasures  and 

Hoards  is  still  at  the  top  of  the 
best-seller  chart — and  there 
has  been  a  renewed  interest  in 
the  large,  impressive  and  ex¬ 
pensive  (but  worth  it)  U.S. 
Gold  Coins:  An  Illustrated 
History,  now  running  a  tight 
race  for  second  place  with  one 
of  our  inexpensive  (and  cer¬ 
tainly  worth  it)  new  releases — 
Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dol¬ 
lars  of  the  United  States. 

On  another  but  similar 
note,  Donna  and  I  have  noticed  a  lot  of  gold  coins  being 
shipped  to  clients  recently  as  well.  The  attractively  low  market 
price  of  gold  bullion  seems  to  have  had  a  cross-over  effect  on 
gold  coins,  and  many  people  are  buying  them.  And,  of  course, 
we  package  and  ship  more  sparkling  Morgan  silver  dollars 
than  you  could  possibly  imagine.  Sometimes  I  think  if  Mark, 
Dave,  and  Ray  could  buy  a  million  nice  Morgan  dollars,  they 
would  all  be  sold  in  a  week! 

Guy  Hughes  has  been  busy  receiving  carton  upon  carton 
of  several  new  and  exciting  titles  at  our  warehouse  (in  a 
separate  building  constructed  “like  a  fort’’  over  1 00  years  ago). 
These  books  are  now  available  on  the  pages  to  follow. 

We  think  it  is  the  perfect  time  (as  we  approach  the  holiday 
season)  for  you  to  buy  entertaining  and  enlightening  books 
for  your  library,  family,  and  friends.  In  that  light,  be  sure  to 
check  out  our  Bowers  and  Merena  Mini-Library  featured  on 
the  next  page — what  a  great  gift  for  either  the  serious  or  novice 
collector.  And,  if  you  would  like  to  have  this  fabulous 
library — I’ll  give  you  a  tip!  Leave  this  Rare  Coin  Review  open 
on  the  coffee  table  with  the  Bowers  and  Merena  Mini-Library 
circled  in  bright  colored  ink.  Someone  in  your  home  is  sure 
to  get  the  hint  and  then  you  can  act  appropriately  surprised  at 
such  an  insightful  gift  when  opening!  It  always  works  in  my 
household! 

Speaking  of  gifts — would  you  like  your  order  to  be  gift 
wrapped  and  sent  with  a  holiday  card?  We’d  be  happy  to  do 


so  at  no  additional  charge  beyond  normal 
postage  and  packing.  Just  let  me  know  the 
details  when  you  order! 

As  always,  special  discount  prices  apply  to 
each  and  every  purchase  you  make.  Everybody 
likes  discounts!  For  a  book  order  totaling  up  to 
and  including  $100  at  the  list  prices,  take  a 
1 0%  discount  from  the  list  price.  For  any  book 
order  of  $100.01  or  more,  list  price,  take  a 
generous  20%  discount!  This  is  our  way  of 
moving  thousands  of  books  from  our  ware¬ 
house  into  living  rooms  and  offices  all  around 
the  world,  and  in  the  process  helping  our 
clients  to  enjoy  and  appreciate  numismatics, 
rightfully  called  “the  world’s  finest  hobby.” 

Holiday  Bonus  Gift:  Place  a  book  order 
of  $25  or  more  and  we  will  send  you  John 
Reich,  a  numismatic  biography  by  Stewart 
Witham.  The  late  Stewart  Witham,  one  of  the  great  enthusiasts 
and  researchers  on  the  American  numismatic  scene  for  many 
years,  created  this  study  of  John  Reich,  who  was  an  engraver  at 
the  Philadelphia  Mint  in  the  early  years  and  created  the  Capped 
Bust  design  for  silver  and  gold  coins  and  the  Classic  Head  design 
for  copper  issues.  If  you  own  even  a  single  Capped  Bust  half 
dollar,  or  any  other  coin  designed  by  Reich, 
you'll  really  enjoy  reading  a  copy  of  this 
work!  Regularly  listing  for  $12.95,  this 
softbound,  illustrated,  48  page,  8  +  by 
1 1  monograph  is  yours  FREE  with 
your  $25  book  order.  Enjoy! 

Happy  Holidays, 


Mary  Tocci 

Publications  Department  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 


A  New  Shipment! 

Walter  Breenys  Complete 
Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  and 
Colonial  Coins 


WALTER  BREEN'S 

COMPLETE 

ENCYCLOPEDIA 
US.  AND  COLONIAL 

COINS 


No  one  seriously  interested  in  U.S. 
coins  can  afford  to  be  without  this  vol¬ 
ume!  This  book  contains  information 
that  prior  to  its  publication  in  1 988  was 
very  difficult  to  find  and  was  within  the 
purview  only  of  knowledgable  collec¬ 
tors  and  dealers  who  had  been  in  the 
hobby  for  decades.  It  is  the  master 
source,  the  fountainhead  of  informa¬ 
tion  gathered  over  a  long  span  of  years 
by  one  of  America’s  most  highly  ac¬ 
claimed  numismatic  researchers.  It  is 
virtually  a  one-volume  library. 
8-1/2x11  inches  in  size,  hardbound,  754  pages,  thousands 
of  illustrations.  Stock  No.  B13R-764. 


$125 

(plus  shipping) 
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Save  Over  $100  on  This  Fabulous 
Bowers  and  Merena  Mini-Library 

Enjoy  these  great  books  in  your  home:;!  Send  no  money  for  30  days;!! 


It  you  have  been  thinking 
about  building  a  fine  numis¬ 
matic  library  and  haven’t  yet 
started,  this  offer  is  for  you!  Or, 
it  will  make  a  unique  and  won¬ 
derful  gift  for  a  son,  daughter, 
or  friend  to  whom  you  wish  to 
introduce  the  wonderful  world 
of  coin  collecting! 

Books  hold  the  key  to  col¬ 
lecting  success.  If  you  are  inter¬ 
ested  in  making  advantageous 
buys  for  your  collection,  there 
is  no  substitute  for  knowledge. 

And  when  it  comes  to  gaining 
knowledge,  there  is  no  substi¬ 
tute  for  books.  In  fact,  if  it 
could  not  be  replaced,  we 
would  not  trade  our  own  li¬ 
brary  for  its  weight  in  gold!  In  that 
light,  we  offer  you  this  fabulous 
Bowers  and  Merena  Mini-Library 
with  10  best-selling  titles 
which,  if  purchased  separately, 
have  list  prices  totaling  over  $500!  These  great 
books  are  considered  an  absolute  must  by 
many  collectors  and  dealers  alike!  Read  them, 
use  them,  and  chances  are  excellent  that  they 


ation  with  no  payment  what¬ 
soever  for  30  days!  That’s 
right— ABSOLUTELY 
FREE  of  charge  for  30  days! 
At  that  point,  we  will  invoice 
you  a  mere  $380  plus  $15 
postage  and  handling,  a  savings 
of  well  over  $100  on  the  best 
references  any  numismatist 
could  possibly  own.  And,  of 
course,  the  Bowers  and  Merena 
Mini-Library  comes  with  a 
100%  money-back  guarantee 
of  satisfaction  and  can  be  re¬ 
turned  at  any  time  within  the 
30  day  period  and  your  invoice 
will  be  canceled. 

How  to  Order  your 
Mini-Library: 

There  are  only  50  sets  of  the 
Bowers  and  Merena  Mini-Library 
available  on  this  special  offer. 
To  order,  telephone  Mary  or 

will  repay  their  cost  quickly.  Donna  in  our  Publications  Department  to- 

We’re  so  sure  you’ll  be  delighted  with  your  pur-  day  to  reserve  one  in  your  name.  Or,  send 

chase  of  Bowers  and  Merena  Mini-Library,  we  will  your  request  by  fax  or  mail.  Limit:  One 

immediately  ship  the  books  for  your  use  and  evalu-  Mini-Library  per  order. 


And,  a  special  bonus  just  for  ordering  these  books 
on  approval — over  $70  in  gifts — yours  to  keep!!! 


Here's  what  you  will  be  receiving:  I  Special  Ordering  Bonus: 


Adventures  With  Rare  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-125.  List  S24.95. 

American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 
(foreword  by  Kenneth  Bressett) 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-404.  List  $59.95. 

A  Buyer’s  and  Enthusiast’s  Guide  to 
Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-311.  List  $45.00 

Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United 
States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-308A.  List  S49.95. 

The  Histor y  of  United  States  Coinage 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-130.  List  $59.95. 


Louis  E.  Eliasherg,  Sr.:  King  of  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-146A.  List  $62.50. 

United  States  Gold  Coins: 

An  Illustrated  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-135.  List  $57.95. 

Complete  Guide  to  Lincoln  Cents 

By  David  Lange 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-107.  List  $43.95. 

United  States  Patterns  and  Related  Issues 

By  Andrew  IV.  Pollock  111 

Foreword  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BPO-100.  List  $79.00. 

A  Buyers’  Guide  to  Silver  Dollars  and  l  rade 
Dollars  of  the  United  States  2"d  edition 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-402A  List  $19.95 


Order  your  Bowers  and  Merena  Mini- 
Library  by  December  31 ,  1997,  and  we 
will  send  you  as  a  bonus  a  half  dozen 
different  issues  of  Dave  Bowers' 
popular  “Companion”  books,  filled 
with  interesting  and  useful  articles 
about  various  aspects  of  coin  collect¬ 
ing  and  enjoyment.  These  list  at 
$12.95  each,  equivalent  to  over  $70 
worth  of  extra  items  and  they  are 
yours  to  keep — even  if  you  decide  to 
return  the  library. 


Hot  Off  the  Press!!! 

A  Buyers'  Guide  to  Silver  Dollars  and 

Trade  Dollars  of 
the  United  States 
2nd  Edition 


A  Buyers  Guide  to 

Silver  Dollars 
Trade  Dollars 

Of  the  United  States 


I  <  I 


$19.95 

(plus  shipping) 


By  Q.  David  Bowers 

The  truck  has  just  delivered  to  our 
warehouse  several  cases  of  one  of  our 
all-time,  best-selling  “action” 
guides — A  Buyers’  Guide  to  Silver 
Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United 
States  2nd  Edition.  This  new  release 
has  been  updated  with  1997  prices 
for  every  date  and  mintmark  from 
the  1794  silver  dollar  through  the 
1981  Anthony  dollar.  It  includes  tons  of  information  regarding 
rarity  and  price  history,  plus  a  detailed  evaluation  and  discus¬ 
sion  for  every  issue.  It  is  a  virtual  treasure  trove  of  information 
on  the  silver  dollar  series  for  an  unbelievably  low  price.  Of 
course,  our  usual  discounts  apply.  Call  our  publications  depart¬ 
ment  today  to  order!  Softbound  5-1/2  x  8-1/2  inches  in  size, 
304  pages,  illustrated  (Stock  No.  BBM-402). 

New  13,h  Printing 
Just  Received! 

Encyclopedia  of  Automatic 
Musical  Instruments 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Coin-operated  pianos,  music  boxes,  player  pianos,  calliopes,  pipe 
organs,  and  more  are  all  described  in  this  classic  work  by  Dave 

Bowers.  First  printed  in  1972, 
this  large  and  profusely  illus¬ 
trated  book  has  become  the 
standard  reference  on  old-time 
automatic  music  makers.  Over 
20,000  copies  have  been  sold!!! 
Out  of  print  for  several  years,  it 
has  just  been  reprinted  by  the 
Vestal  Press.  If  you  like  music,  if 
you  like  nostalgia,  you’ll  LOVE  this  book!  Our  supply  has  just 
been  received,  and  your  copy  is  ready  to  ship!  8-1/2  by  11  inches, 
hardbound,  1,008  illustrated  pages.  Stock  No.  BBM-802. 


$89.95 


(plus  shipping) 


Now  Available! 

The  Top  100  Morgan  Dollar  Varieties: 
The  VAM  Keys 

By  Michael  S.  Fey,  Ph.D 
and  Jeff  Oxmati 

The  top  100  most  popular,  most  important  Morgan  silver  dol¬ 
lar  varieties  as  catalogued  by 
Leroy  Van  Allen  and  George 
Mallis  (“VAM”  numbers)  have 
been  synopsized  and  illustrated  in 
this  dandy  pocket-size  guide, 
which  has  taken  the  collecting 
community  by  storm.  Who 
knows,  perhaps  in  your  collection 
is  a  valuable  die  variety  that  you 
don’t  know  about!  Or,  take  this  guide  with  you  to  coin  shops  and 
shows  and  use  it  to  cherry  pick.  Photographs,  prices,  and  rarity  for 
each  variety — all  are  at  your  Fingertips!  Order  your  copy  today!  3- 
3/4  by  5-1/2  inches,  spiral  or  leatherette.  137  pages,  illustrated. 

Available  in  two  formats:  Spiral  bound:  Stock  No.  BFE-300.  or 
Leatherette  bound:  Stock  No.  BFE-301. 

Either  format:  $24.95 

(plus  shipping) 

By  Special  Arrangement 


The 

Gobrecht 

Journal 


Collective 
Volume 
Number  Four 
1995 


The  Gobrecht  Journal 

Edited  by  Dr.  John  W.  McCloskey 

A  collective  volume  of  articles  of  recent  years 
commanding  interest  and  importance  to  just 
about  anyone  with  even  a  passing  interest  in 
Liberty  Seated  coinage.  For  good  measure, 
trade  dollars  1873-1885  fall  under  the  umbrella 
as  well. 

This  latest  volume  has  just  been  released, 
comprising  600  pages,  profusely  illustrated,  and 
quality  hardbound.  Within  the  covers  are  in¬ 
cluded  much  research  information,  market  data, 
collecting  insights  and  tips,  interesting  observa¬ 
tions,  and  more — the  “stuff’  which  makes  nu¬ 
mismatics  a  fascinating  pursuit. 

By  special  arrangement  with  the  Liberty 
Seated  Collectors  Club  and  we  are  privileged  to 
offer  our  clients  this  volume.  Only  a  limited 
number  of  copies  have  been  printed,  and  once 
they  are  sold,  that  is  it.  Here,  indeed,  is  a  book  you  will  enjoy 
owning,  enjoy  reading,  and  refer  to  often.  Stock  No.  BGO-300. 


The 

Liberty 

Seated 

Collectors 

Club 


(plus  shipping) 


$19.95 

(plus  shipping) 


Just  Added  to  Our  Listings! 

The  Complete  Guide  to 
Franklin  Half  Dollars 

By  Richard  Tomas ka 

“The  Complete  Guide  to  Franklin  Half  Dollars”  is  the  first  hook  devoted  solely  to  the 
scries  since  the  advent  of  third  party  grading  and  a  must  read  for  anyone  interested  in  this  popular 
and  underrated  series.” — David  Hall,  President,  PCGS 

This  valuable  guide  includes: 

Qb  Grading  Mint  State  and  Proof  Franklins 

3^  Detailed  date-by-date  analysis  in  both  Mint  State  and  Proof  condition 
sf  Rarity  estimates  for  both  toned  and  brilliant  Mint  State  Franklins 
Values  for  Full  Bell  Line  coins 

3^  Rarity  estimates  for  brilliant,  cameo  and  deep  cameo  proofs,  including  PCGS  and 
NGC  cameo  populations. 

Softbound  5-1/2  x  8-1/2  inches  in  size,  240  pages,  illustrated  (Stock  No.  BTO-100) 

Order  Your  Copy  Today: 


Long-Lost  1929  Film  Recast  as  Video 

The  Medal  Maker:  Master  Sculptor  Laura  Gardin  Fraser 


A  rare  1929  vintage  film  showing  Laura 
Gardin  Fraser  preparing  the  model  for 
America’s  most-prestigious  sculpture  award 
has  been  reformatted  and  is  now  available  in 
video  format.  Once  presumed  lost,  “The 
Medal  Maker”  was  located  by  numismatist 
historian  and  Film  producer  Mike  Craven  of 
Hollywood  whose  firm  Mike  Craven  Pro¬ 
ductions. has  issued  the  video. 

The  medal  Laura  Gardin  Fraser  is  seen  mod¬ 
eling  in  the  original  35mm  silent  film  is  the 
special  Medal  of  Honor  of  the  National  Sculp¬ 
ture  Society.  It  has  been  awarded  only  35 
times  since  1929  and  is  the  Society’s  highest 
award  for  sculptural  achievement. 

“Being  a  silent  film,  the  art  cards  were  horrible! 
They  were  skewed,  contained  misspelled  words 
and  errors  of  fact,”  said  the  film  maker.  He 
elected  to  eliminate  all  titles  from  the  black  and 
white  film  while  retaining  all  the  original  footage 
of  the  actual  modelmaking,  casting  and  striking. 


Now  available 
for  $29.95 


Craven  hired  D.  Wayne  Johnson,  to  research 
the  film  and  write  a  script  which  was  narrated  by 
sculptor  Elizabeth  Jones,  former  Chief  Engraver 
of  the  United  States  Mint.  Craven  also  contacted 
experts  to  recreate  the  sound,  and  original  mu¬ 
sic  was  composed  by  Louis  Durra. 

The  16-minute  film  follows  the  process 
through  modeling  at  the  artist’s  studio,  casting 
the  metal  pattern  at  an  art  foundry,  and  striking 
the  medal  at  Medallic  Art  Co.  It  ends  with  the 
presentation  of  the  medal  to  the  first  recipient, 
Daniel  Chester  French,  with  four  other  famous 
sculptors  looking  on:  James  Earl  Fraser,  Adolph  A. 
Weinman  (who  made  the  presentation),  Hermon 
A  MacNeil,  and  Herbert  Adams,  all  former  presi¬ 
dents  of  the  National  Sculpture  society. 

“Elizabeth  Jones’s  narration  is  spectacular," 
said  the  producer.  “Dick  Johnson  gave  us  a  fas¬ 
cinating  story  of  what  happened  when  the  film 
was  first  shown  to  the  members  of  the  National 
Sculpture  Society.” 


Numismatic  Books  For  Sale 


Handbook  of  20th- 
Century  United  States 
Gold  Coins 

By  David  Akers 

Much  worthwhile  information  about 
Saint-Gaudens  and  Pratt  $2.50,  $5,  $  1 0, 
and  $20  gold  coins.  184  pages.  Illus¬ 
trated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAK-749. 
List  $19.95 


THE  COMPLETE 
GUIDE  TO 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
HALF  DIMES 


Complete  Guide  to  Liberty 
Seated  Half  Dimes 

By  Al  Blythe 

Everything  to  know  about  half  dimes. 
168  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBL-105. 

List  $29.95 


Adventures  With  Rare  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Read  about  the  history,  art,  romance, 
and  investment  aspect  of  coins.  306 
pages,  illustrated.  There  are  classics  in 
every  series,  and  among  numismatic 
books  this  is  one  of  them.  You’ll  read  it 
from  cover  to  cover  and  enjoy  every 
page!  8-1/2  by  11  inches  in  size,  306 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-125. 

List  $24.95 


American  Coin  Treasures 
and  Hoards 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 

(introduction  by  Kenneth  Bressett). 

Twenty-two  profusely  illustrated 
chapters  are  filled  with  stories  of  trea¬ 
sures  hidden,  lost,  found,  and  some 
waiting  to  be  found.  456  pages,  pro¬ 
fusely  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-404. 

List  $59.95 


The  ANA  Centennial 
History 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 
A  two-volume  book  on  the  history  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Association  from 
1891  to  date.  1,768  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN-710. 
List  $159.00 


A  Buyer’s  and  Enthusiast’s 
Guide  to  Flying  Eagle  and 
Indian  Cents 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Meet  each  and  every  Flying  Eagle  and 
Indian  cent  through  the  pages  of  this 
fascinating  book.  This  book,  ifyou  read 
it,  will  make  you  an  expert!  Thousands 
of  copies  have  been  sold!  541  pages, 
profusely  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-311. 

List  $45.00 


Buyer’s  Guide  to 
United  States  Gold  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

(foreword  by  David  Akers) 

Describes  each  type  of  United  States 
gold  coin  from  1795  onward.  A  highly 
useful  book  for  the  gold  enthusiast. 
122  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-350. 
List  $12.95 


Collecting  Coins  and 
Making  Money 
A  Peek  at  the 
19th  Century 

New  introduction  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

In  this  delightful  book  we  have  re¬ 
printed  some  of  our  favorite  articles 
printed  in  the  19th  century.  A  lot  of 
fun,  informative  reading.  192  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-401. 

List  $29.95 


Commemorative 
Coins  of  the 
United  States 

A  COMPLETE  ENCYCLOPEDIA 


By  Q  David  Bowers 


Commemorative  Coins  of 
the  United  States:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

A  one-of-a-kind  “source  book”  for  any¬ 
one  interested  in  commemoratives.  You’ll 
find  it  all  here,  with  multiple  pages  on  each 
and  every  classic  commemorative  coin, 
together  with  previously  unpublished  in¬ 
formation  about  rarity  and  distribution, 
market  analyses  over  a  long  period  of  years, 
price  cycles,  and  more.  Another  award¬ 
winning  book  you’ll  read  from  cover  to 
cover,  and  then  refer  to  often!  768  pages, 
illustrated.  Available  in  two  formats. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-308. 

List  $39.95 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-308A. 

List  $49.95 

The  History  of  United 
States  Coinage 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Covering  all  American  series  from 
colonials  to  territorial  gold,  from  half 
cents  to  $20  gold,  this  volume  is  equiva¬ 
lent  to  a  university  course  in  rare  coins, 
and,  probably,  would  cost  you  $5,000 
or  more  if  such  a  course  of  study  were 
available!,  572  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-130. 

List  $59.95 


Take  a  10%  or  Greater 
Discount  on  Any 
Numismatic  Book  Purchase 

For  total  book  orders  up  to  and  including 
$100.00,  take  a  10%  discount.  For  orders 
totaling  $100.01  or  greater,  take  a  20%  dis¬ 
count  off  the  total.  This  is  our  way  of  helping 
you  increase  your  numismatic  knowledge  and 
enhance  your  enjoyment  of  this  exciting  hobby. 
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Numismatic  Books  For  Sale 


Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr. 
King  of  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
A  wonderful  book  chronicling  the  life 
of  this  magnificent  collector  and  his 
equally  fascinating  collection  which, 
when  sold,  realized  $44  million!  176 
pages,  illustrated.  Second  printing. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-I46A. 

List  $62.50 


United  States  Coins  by  Design 
Types:  An  Action  Guide  for 
the  Collector  and  Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Valuable  information  for  the  collec¬ 
tor  building  a  collection  by  design  types. 
Major  design  types  from  1793  to  date 
are  described  and  illustrated.  248  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-307. 

List  $9.95 


United  States  C upper  Coins 

An  Action  (i«Mt  lor  Ar 
ColUctu  end  lnr«*o> 


United  States  Copper 
Coins:  An  Action  Guide  for 
the  Collector  and  Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Half  cents,  large  cents,  small  cents, 
and  two-cent  pieces  are  described  in 
detail.  All  major  types  are  illustrated. 
176  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-302. 

List  $9.95 


UnJlcd  States 
Thrcc-Cent  and  Flve-Cont 
Pieces 

CollMM*  nor!  Iltroolor 


United  States  3 and  5<f 
Pieces:  An  Action  Guide  for 
the  Collector  and  Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
An  inside  view  of  these  series,  as  well 
as  the  stories  of  such  famous  rarities  as 
the  1913  Liberty  nickel  and  the  unique 
1870-S  half  dime.  168  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-303. 

List  $9.95 


United  States  Gold  Coins: 
An  Illustrated  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
The  definitive  work  about  American 
gold  coins.  When  Secretary  of  the  T rea- 
sury  James  Baker  wanted  to  know  about 
gold  coins,  he  consulted  (and  quoted 
from)  this  book.  Award  winner.  415 
pages,  illustrated  with  color  plates. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-135. 

List  $57.95 


VIRGIL  BRAND: 
The  Man  and  His  Era 

Profile  of  a  Nianisirafcrt 

" 

'*  ■ 

, 


Virgil  Brand:  The  Man  and 
His  Era,  Profile  of  a 
Numismatist 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
This  award-winning  volume  details  the 
almost  unbelievable  life  of  Virgil  Brand 
who  assembled  the  largest  coin  collection 
of  all  time.  248  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-140. 

List  $29.00 


Waterford  Water  Cure 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
A  somewhat  arcane,  but  very  fascinat¬ 
ing  inquiry  into  counterstamped  coins  of 
the  mid  1800s.  We’ll  make  this  daring 
guarantee:  ifyou  buy  this  book  and  don’t 
enjoy  it,  let  Dave  Bowers  know  within  30 
days  and  a  refund  will  be  sent,  and  you  can 
keep  the  book  free! 224  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-422. 
List  $49.95 


Walter  Breen’s 

Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and 
Colonial  Proof  Coins 

Revised  edition.  Details  Proof  coin 
manufacture,  characteristics  of  various 
styles  of  Proofs,  and  more.  Year-by-year 
analysis.  Detailed  discussions  of  Proof 
sets  and  much,  much  more.  338  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-765. 

List  $29.95 


The  American  Numismatic 
Association  Anthology 

Edited  by  Carl  W.A.  Carlson  & 
Michael  H odder 

A  companion  to  the  two-volume  ANA 
History.  Research  articles,  mostly  of  a 
specialized  nature,  by  some  of  the  hobby’s 
leading  figures.  372  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN-71 1. 
List  $65.00 


Numismatist 

“Companion”Books 

Each  book  in  the  “Companion”  series 
is  edited  by  QDB  and  contains  interest¬ 
ing  articles  by  various  authors.  Each 
furnishes  delightful  and  informative 
reading.  Each  is  softbound,  5-1/2  by  8- 
1/2  inches. 

NumismatYsts  behsidK 

COMPANION 

NumismaI  Kr^COtrvi  rySUT 

COMPANION 


NUMISMATIST  L\K!SI[>t 

COMPANION 


NiMiswATisrsi  _ 

1PANION 


t  '  4  NUMISMAIIS 

r-.-c  com 


Numismatist’s  Bedside 
Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-200.  List  $12.95. 

Numismatist’s  Countryside 
Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-207.  List  $12.95. 

Numismatist’s  Downtown 
Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-208.  List  $12.95. 

Numismatist’s  Lakeside 
Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-202.  List  $12.95. 


Numismatist’s  Topside 
Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-209.  List  $12.95. 


Numismatist’s  Traveling 
Companion 

Stock  No.  BRM-210.  List  $12.95. 


Numismatist’s  Weekend 
Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-206.  I  ist  $12.^4. 
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Numismatic  Books  For  Sale 


Standing 

Liberty 

Quarters 


IH.  Oim 


Standing  Liberty  Quarters 

By  J.H.  Cline 

A  comprehensive  guide  to  this  popu¬ 
lar  series  by  an  acknowledged  expert 
(whose  reference  collection,  by  the  way, 
we  had  the  honor  of  showcasing  at 
auction  a  few  years  ago).  175  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BCL-700. 

List  $24.95 


Early  I'oiu#  of  Anu-rim 


Early  Coins  of  America 

By  Sylvester  S.  Crosby 
One  of  the  greatest  American  numis¬ 
matic  books  ever  written,  this  volume 
appeared  in  1875  (yes,  1875!)  and  has 
never  been  superseded.  A  classic  from 
the  word  go,  a  treasure  trove  of  informa¬ 
tion.  Standard  reference  on  colonial, 
state,  and  early  American  coins.  378 
pages,  illustrated.  Reprint. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BCR-271. 

List  $45.00 


TTTTTTTTTTn 


IDE  CHEOTICUIS'  POCStT  CHIDE 
TOE  lit 

r IVAZ  A  STINTON 

Cherrypickers’  Pocket 
Guide,  Top  150 

By  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.  T.  Stanton 
The  150  most  interesting  varieties 
described  in  a  handy,  spiral  bound  vol¬ 
ume  that  will  fit  in  a  coat  pocket.  220 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BFI-1 14. 

List  $19.95 


Cherrypickers’  Guide  To 
Rare  Die  Varieties 

By  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.  T.  Stanton 
Hundreds  of  varieties  of  U.S.  coins 
are  described  and  shown  in  photos,  ar¬ 
ranged  and  described  by  two  of  the 
hobby’s  most  knowledgeable  and  ad¬ 
mired  figures.  344  pages.  Profusely  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BFI-1 11. 

List  $29.95 


Two  Dates  Are  Better 
Than  One:  A  Collector’s 
Guide  to  Misplaced  Dates 

by  Kevin  Flynn 

Foreword  by  our  own  Q.  David  Bowers. 

Highly  useful,  and  may  lead  to  the 
discovery  of  some  interesting  and  valu¬ 
able  pieces.  512  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BFL-116. 

List  $54.95 


Paper  Money  of  the 
United  States 

By  Robert  Friedberg 

With  updates  by  Arthur  and  Ira  Friedberg 
The  1 4th  edition  of  this,  an  essential 
work  on  United  States  currency.  304 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BFR-105. 

List  $24.50 


Guides  U.S. 
Commemorative 

COINS 

Michael  J.  Hodder 
2irf  Q.  David  Bovvers 


Basic  Guide  to  United 
States  Commemorative 
Coins 

By  Michael  Hodder  and  Q.  David 
Bowers 

A  fact-filled  action  guide  to  com¬ 
memorative  coins.  165  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-309. 
List  $14.95 


The  Norweb  Collection: 
An  American  Legacy 

By  Michael  J.  Hodder  &  Q.  David 
Bowers 

The  story  of  the  Norweb  Collection, 
and  its  formation  over  several  genera¬ 
tions.  288  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-145. 
List  $29.95 


Investing,  Collecting  & 
Trading  in  Certified 

COMMEMORATIVES 

By  Harry  Laibstain 
A  must  for  anyone  who  collects  the 
series. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-851. 
List  $29.95 

Spiral  bound.  BLA-852.  List  $32.50 

II''  'Ml  III 

LINCOLN 

CENTS 


Complete  Guide  to 
Lincoln  Cents 

By  David  Lange 

Everything  you  need  to  know  about 
thisseries.  392  pages,  illustrated.  Highly 
acclaimed  and  with  enough  informa¬ 
tion  for  two  books! 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BI.A-107. 

List  $43.95 


Take  a  10%  or  Greater 
Discount  on  Any 
Numismatic  Book  Purchase 

For  total  book  orders  up  to  and  including 
$100.00,  take  a  10%  discount.  For  orders 
totaling  $100.01  or  greater,  take  a  20%  dis¬ 
count  off  the  total.  This  is  our  way  of  helping 
you  increase  your  numismatic  knowledge  and 
enhance  your  enjoyment  of  this  exciting  hobby 
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Numismatic  Books  For  Sale 


Rare  Coin  Review  1969- 
1994:  An  Annotated  Index 
of  the  First  100  Issues 

By  Ken  Lowe 

A  collector’s  guide  to  the  title  subject. 
(Thanks,  Ken,  for  writing  this!)  93  pages. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BMT-100. 
List  $19.95 


United  States  Copper 
Cents  1816-1857 

By  Howard  R.  Newcomb 
The  standard  reference  book  on  die 
varieties  of  copper  cents  of  the  period. 
312  pages,  illustrated  with  line  cuts. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BNE-798. 
List  $50.00 


Early  Half  Dollar  Die 
Varieties  1794-1836 

By  Al  C.  Overton 
Edited  by  Don  Parsley 

The  standard  reference  on  the  series,  a 
“must-have”  book.  Photographs  of  die 
varieties  include  new  discovery  pieces 
enlarged  two  diameters.  710  pages. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BOV- 100. 

List  $59.95 


United  States  Patterns 
and  Related  Issues 

By  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III 

Foreword  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
Standard  work  on  the  series,  with 
much  information,  price  data,  etc.,  not 
available  in  any  other  volume.  Award 
winner.  A  “must  have”  book  for  every 
advanced  library.  524  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BPO-100. 

List  $79.00 


United  States 
Clad  Coinage 

By  Ginger  Rapsus 

This  interesting  study  discusses  the 
end  of  silver  coinage,  the  composition 
of  the  new  clad  coins,  and  gives  mintage 
figures  for  all  issues  and  dates.  1 74  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BRA-511. 

List  $12.95 


SuumUrI  Otilog  of 

UNITED  STATES  X 


TOKENS 

1700-1900 


Standard  Catalog  of  U.S. 
Tokens  1700-1900 

By  Russell  Ruiau 

Contains  thousands  of  listings  and 
photographs,  rarity  ratings,  and  just 
about  everything  else  you  need  to  know 
to  buy,  sell,  collect,  enjoy,  and  appreci¬ 
ate  United  States  tokens. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BRU-725. 

List  $47.95 


Photograde 

By  James  F.  Ruddy 
Designated  an  official  grading  guide 
by  the  ANA.  224  pages,  illustrated.  Tid¬ 
bit:  Did  you  know  that  at  one  time  this 
was  the  most-requested  book  in  the 
Detroit  Public  Library  system?  It  is  true! 
Now  in  its  18th  edition,  224  pages. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BRU-414. 

List  $10.95 


Penny  Whimsy 

By  William  S.  Sheldon 
A  reprint  from  Lorraine  Durst  of  this 
classic  text,  the  first  in  the  American 
series  to  combine  detailed  numismatic 
die  descriptions  with  history,  collecting 
information,  opinions,  all  in  all  a  de¬ 
lightful  mixture.  340  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BSH-100. 

List  $50.00 


Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cenis 

By  Richard  A.  Snow 

Edited  by  Chris  Pilliod 

An8-l/2x  1 1  volume  filled  with  infor¬ 
mation  on  these  two  series.  A  popular 
book  which  has  been  responsible  in  good 
measure  for  a  renewed  enthusiasm  for 
the  series.  Over  160  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BSN-724. 

List  $34.50 


Bust  Hale  Fever 

1807-1836 

By  Edgar  E.  Souders 
A  highly  interesting  book  covering  all 
die  varieties,  the  background  of  the  se¬ 
ries,  grading  collecting,  etc.  330  pages. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BSO-752. 
List  $60.00 


U.S.  Error  Note 
Encyclopedia 

By  Stephen  M.  Sullivan 
This  new  book  illustrates  many  differ¬ 
ent  types  of  currency  errors.  A  great  guide 
for  answering  frequently  asked  questions 
about  currency  errors  and  giving  a  view 
of  market  values.  431  pages,  illustrated. 
Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BSU-300. 

List  $32.00 


Silver  6 
Commerr 


Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
Silver  &  Gold  Commemo¬ 
rative  Coins  1892-1989 

By  Anthony  Swiatek  &  Walter  Breen 
An  updated  version  of  this  well- 
known  and  highly  regarded  classic.  386 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BSW-742. 

List  $29.95 
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THfc STANDARD  GUIDE 
TO  THE  LINCOLN  CENT 


Sol  rWD 


Standard  Guide  to  the 
Lincoln  Cent 

By  Dr.  Sol  Taylor 
Packed  with  new,  updated  informa¬ 
tion  on  every  coin  in  the  series.  Over 
300  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BTA-404. 

List  $19.95 


New  Orleans  Mint 
Gold  Coins:  1 
1839-1909 


New  Orleans  Mint 
Gold  Coins 

By  Douglas  Winter 
Focuses  on  gold  coins  struck  at  the  New 
Orleans  Mint.  200  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BWI-814. 
List  $19.95 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BWI-815. 
List  $31.95 


C  K'ki  l  oin>  oi 

theOlcflAfcstl 

Hk  Carson  City  Mint  1670-18931 


Gold  Coins  of  the  Old 
West:  The  Carson  City  Mint 

By  Douglas  Winter  and  Dr. 
Lawrence  Cutler 

Focuses  on  the  gold  coins  struck  at  the 
Carson  City  Mint.  210  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BWI-816 

List  $19.95 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BWI-817 
List  $31.95 


JOHANN  MATTH/iVS  REICH 

Also  known  oj 
JOHN  REICH 


by  Stewart  Witham 

John  Reich 

a  numismatic  biography 
by  Stewart  Witham 
An  illustrated  biography  which  makes 
John  Reich  come  alive.  48  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BWI-900 
List  $12.95. 


Terms  of  Sale 


1.  Any  item  can  be  reserved  by  telephone  Monday 
through  Friday  8:30  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Call  our  Direct 
Sales  Department — TOLL-FREE — at  800-222-5993. 
New  Hampshire  residents  use  our  regular  line  603-569- 
5095. 

2.  An  order  blank  has  been  provided  for  your  conve¬ 
nience.  Enclose  your  remittance,  use  our  Collector’s  Ac¬ 
count,  or  use  MasterCard,  Visa,  or  American  Express 
(send  all  information  in  raised  print  on  your  card  includ¬ 
ing  the  issuing  bank,  and  be  sure  to  sign  your  order) .  Please 
list  alternate  choices,  if  possible  (these  will  only  be  used  if 
your  first  choice  has  been  sold  earlier). 

If  you  are  ordering  for  a  type  set,  just  put  “same  type” 
for  your  second  choice.  We  will  then  send  a  coin  of  the 
same  design  type  and  of  equal  or  higher  grade  and  value  if 
your  first  choice  has  been  sold.  Please  add  $5  postage  and 
handling  for  all  orders  under  $500.  Orders  will  be  sent 
insured,  either  through  our  private  carrier  or  the  United 
States  Post  Office. 

3 .  Items  may  be  sent  on  open  account  if  credit  has  been 
previously  established.  Interest  will  be  charged  on  unpaid 
accounts  at  the  rate  of  1.5%  per  month  (18%  per  annum) 
after  30  days.  Layaways  are  available.  (Call  for  further  details.) 

4.  “ORDER  IT  TODAY,  ENJOY  IT  TOMORROW:” 

Call  our  Direct  Sales  Dept,  before  1  p.m.  Eastern  time. 
Charge  your  order  to  Visa,  Mastercard,  or  American 
Express;  or  if  you  have  established  credit,  ask  for  the  coins 
on  approval.  We  will  need  your  street  address  (not  box 
address)  for  Federal  Express  delivery.  This  service  is  FREE 
(on  request)  for  orders  of  $500  or  more;  just  $  1 0  for  orders 
under  $500.  Ask  about  our  rates  for  express  book  shipping. 

5.  GUARANTEE:  Any  item  not  satisfactory  for  any 
reason,  including  grading,  may  be  returned  within  30 
days  of  receipt  (coins  certified  byANACS,  PCGS,  NGC, 
etc.  have  a  return  privilege  of  seven  [7]  days).  Exceptions: 
Bullion  coins,  dealer-to-dealer  transactions,  convention 
sales,  or  coins  for  which  the  price  is  negotiated,  for  which 
sales  are  final.  Coins  sent  in  sealed  holders  issued  by 
grading  services  must  be  returned  untampered  with  and  in 


the  same  sealed  holders  for  the  guarantee  to  be  effective. 

Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  represents  the 
opinion  of  the  cataloguer  as  to  the  state  of  preservation  of 
a  particular  item.  All  such  terms,  including  adjectival  and 
numerical  descriptions  of  coins  and  paper  money,  are  the 
opinion  of  the  cataloguer  and  are  not  an  attribution.  No 
warranty,  whether  expressed  or  implied,  is  made  with 
respect  to  such  adjectival  or  numerical  descriptions  which 
can  and  do  vary  among  experts.  Further,  the  interpretation 
of  various  published  standards  has  changed  over  a  period  of 
time.  However,  it  has  been  our  experience  (dating  to  1 953) 
that  our  conservative  grading  and  reasonable  prices  have 
pleased  countless  thousands  of  discriminating  numisma¬ 
tists.  In  the  process  we  have  built  what  is  probably  the  most 
successful  rare  coin  dealership  in  the  world  today.  Q.  David 
Bowers  is  a  minor  stockholder  in  the  Professional  Coin 
Grading  Service  (PCGS) 

All  items  are  guaranteed  authentic  (any  coin  proved  to 
be  otherwise  will  be  accepted  for  a  refund  of  the  money 
paid,  or  a  replacement,  at  our  option,  without  further 
liability). 

6.  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  and/or  staff  members  are 
members  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Association  (life  members),  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Society,  and  other  leading  numismatic 
organizations . 

Q.  David  Bowers  served  as  president  of  the  Profes¬ 
sional  Numismatists  Guild  1977-1979  and  president  of 
the  American  Numismatic  Association  1983-1985.  Ray 
Merena  was  president  of  the  PNG,  1995-1997.  Other 
staff  members  have  likewise  been  active  in  the  numismatic 
hobby  and  profession  for  many  years. 

7.  AJ1  coins  are  kept  in  bank  vaults.  We  maintain  no  over- 
the-counter  facilities.  We  do  attend  certain  conventions 
and  are  pleased  to  meet  our  clients  in  person  there.  We  are 
as  close  as  your  telephone  or  mailbox  and  invite  your 
inquiries  on  any  numismatic  subject  of  interest  to  you. 

8.  As  the  future  is  unknown,  no  guarantee,  implicit  or 
expressed,  is  made  concerning  the  investment  perfor¬ 


mance,  quality,  or  merchantability  of  any  coin,  or  its  price 
in  the  future.  Market  prices  are  determined  by  supply  and 
demand.  Moreover,  grading  interpretations  may  change 
over  a  period  of  time.  It  is  possible  for  prices  to  go  down 
as  well  as  up. 

9.  All  transactions  are  deemed  to  take  place  in  New 
Hampshire  as  the  place  of  venue,  under  Carroll  County 
and  New  Hampshire  State  laws. 

10.  This  catalogue  supersedes  all  previous  prices  and 
special  offers.  While  we  have  made  an  effort  to  avoid 
typographical  errors,  we  cannot  be  responsible  for  errors 
which  may  occur. 

Staff 

•Chairman  of  the  Board  &  Editor,  Rare  Coin 
Review — Q.  David  Bowers 

•  President — Raymond  N.  Merena 

•Direct  Sales  Dept. — Mark  Borckardt,  Senior 
Numismatist;  Gail  Watson,  Numismatic  Associate;  Chris 
Karstedt,  Marketing  Director. 

•Auction  Dept. — Richard  A.  Bagg,  Ph.D.,  Director; 
John  Pack,  Numismatist,  Beth  O.  Piper,  Jeanne  Meade. 

•  Research  Dept. — Mark  Borckardt,  Q.  David  Bowers, 
Raymond  N.  Merena. 

•  Graphics  Dept. — Jennifer  Meers,  Manager;  Robin 
Edgerly,  Roberta  French,  Doug  Plasencia,  Manager, 
Photography  Department. 

•  Administration — John  Babalis,  Operations  Manager; 
Cynthia  LaCarbonara,  Carolyn  Craigue,  Maggie 
Kettler,  Donna  A.  Badeau,  Rosalie  Minnerly,  Debbie 
McDonald,  Guy  Hughes,  Tom  Truinble. 

•  Publications  Dept. — John  Babalis,  Mary  Tocci. 

•  Financial  Department — Donald  H.  Snyder,  C.P.A.. 
Controller;  Laurel  A.  Morrill,  Natalie  Smith. 

•  Network/IS  Administrator  -Thomas  T rumble. 
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Critically  Acclaimed 

Best  Seller! 


The  History  of  United  States  Coinage 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 

A  “University  Course”  in  Numismatics 
now  in  its  4th  printing! 

A  must  for  all — novice  and  serious  collectors  alike! 

Covering  all  American  series  from  colonials  to  territorial  gold 
with  illustrations  from  the  $25  million  Garrett  Collection. 

List  price  $59.95 


see  our  book  section  for  discount  information 


